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LETTER LXXXIir. 

FROM ELOISA. 
' X AH just arrived, ray dear friend, from the eoJD}rmeDt of 
one of the most delightful sights I shsll erer behold. The 
most prudent, the most amiable girl in the world ii at length 
become the most deserving, the best of women. The worthy 
■tan, to whom she has given her hand, lives only to revere, 
to cherish, to make her happy ; and I feel thtU ineipressible 
pleasure of being a witness to the happiness of my friend, and 
of sharing it with her ; nor will yon, I am convinced, par- 
take of it less than myself ; you, for whom she had always 
the tenderest esteem, who were dear to her almost from faer 
in&ncy, and have received from her obligations which should 
render her yet more dear to yon. Yes, we will sympathize 
with all her sensations ; if to her they give pleasure, they 
shall afford as consolation ; for, so great is tbeTalne of that 
frieiKbbip which unites us, that the happiness of either of the 
three is sufficient to moderate the afflictions of the other two. 
Let us not, however, too highly felicitate ourselves ; our 
■ncomparable friend is going in some measure to forsake us. 
She is now .entered on a new scene of Ufe, is bound by new 
engagements, and.becoms subject to new obligations. Her 
Vol. IL B 



a ELOISA. 

heartj which once was on]y oun, nlll now find room for 
other affectionB ; to which friendship most ^e pl&ce. We 
on^, tberefcwe, taj friend, to be more acrnpnlons hereafter 
in the services we impose on her leal ; we oaght not only to 
consult tiie sincerity of her attachment, a^ the need we Iiave 
of her servicf, but what may with propriety he reqoired is 
her present sitnatton ; wliat may tie agreeable or displeasing 
to her husband. We hare no tmsiness to inquire what virtue 
demands in such a case, the laws of friendship are sufficient. 
He who for his own sake could expose his friend, deserves 
not to have one. When ours was onroanied, she was at 
liberty ; she had nobody to call her to account for her con- 
duct, and the uprightness of her intentions wu sufficient to 
justify her to herself. She considered us as man and wife 
destined for each other ; and her cliaste yet susceptible heart, 
onitii^ adue regard for conduct, the most tender compassion 
for ber culpable friend, she concesied my fault without ' 
abetting it ; but at present, circunutances are cliaoged ; and 
she is justly acconntable to ttw man to whom site has not only 
pli^tted ber vows, but resigned her liberty. Slie is now in- 
trusted not only with her own honour, but with that of her 
knsband; and it is not enough that she is virtuous, ber virtue 
must be reqtected, and her conduct approved ; she must not 
only deatrve the esteem of her husband, but she must obtain 
it : if be blames her, she is to Uame : and although she be 
Innocent, dte is in the wrong, the moment she is saspected ; 
for to stndy appearances is an indispensable part of her duty. 
I cannot determine precisely how far I am right in my 
judgment; I leave that to you: but there is a monitor within, 
tiiat tells me it is not ri^t my consin should continue to be 
my confidant } not that she should be the first to teti me so. 
I may l>e frequently mistaken inmy arguments, but I am 
convinced I am always right in the sensations on which they 



ELOBA. S 

ue founded ; and tiiis makes me confide more iit those sen. 
sttions than on the deductions of my reason. 

From this consideration I hare already formed a pretence 
to get back your letters, which, for fear of a surprise, I 
had put into her hands. She returned them with an oppres- 
sion of heart which, with that of mine, convince me I had 
acted as I ought. We entered into no explanation, but onr 
looks were sufficiently expressire ; she embraced me, and 
burst into tears : the tender seuBibility of friendship hath little 
occasion for the assistance of language. 

With respect to the future address of your letters, I 
thought immediately of my little Anet, as the safest ; bat if 
this young woman be inferior in rank to my Cousin, is that 
a reason we should less regard her Tirtue ? Have I not 
reason, on the contrary, to fear my example may be more 
duigerons to one of less elevated sentiments ; that what was , 
only an effort of the sublimest friendship in one^ may be tiie 
first step to corruption in the other ; and that in abOJiog ber 
gratitude, I may make rirtue itself subserrient to the pro- 
motion of vice i Is it not enough, alas ! for me to be cul- 
pable, without seducing accomplices, and a^raTating my 
own crime, by involving others in my guilt ? Of this, there, 
fore, no more ; ~ I have hit on another expedient, less safe 
indeed, bnt less exceptionable, as it lays nobody open to 
censnre, nor requires a confidant. It Is for you to write 
to me under a fictitious name : as for example, that of 
H. Bosquet, and to send your letters under cover addressed 
to Regianino, whom I shall lake care to instruct. Thu) 
Regianino himself may know nothing of our correspondence, 
or &t most can only form suspicions, -nbich he dares not con^ 

firm ; for Lord B , on whose favour he depends, has 

answered for his fidelity. In the mean time, while our 

correspondence is maintained by this means, I will try if it 

U 2 



4 ELOiSA. 

be posdUe to resume tlie method we made uae ot in jovt 
voyage to the Valais, oi some other that may be durable 
and safe. 

There is nomething in the torn and style of your letters, 
that would conrince me, were I eren unacquainted with the 
state of your heart, that the life you lead at Paris is in no wiie 
agreeable to your inclinalioDS. The. letters of Murolt, of 
wluch they so loadly complain in France, are even less sati- 
rical and serere than yours, Lilce a child that is angry with 
its tutors, you revenge the disagreeable necessity yon are un- 
der of studying the world upon your first teachers. 

What. I am surprized at the most, howerer, is that tbsTeiy 
(urcHinstuice which usually prejudices foreigners in favour 
of the French, shonld gire you disgust ; I mean thdr po- 
lite reoeptbu of strangers, and their general turn i^ conver- 
sation; though, by your own confession, you have metirith 
great civility. I have not forgot your distinction between 
Paris in -particular, and great cities in general; but I see 
plunly, that, without knowing precisely what belongs to 
either, you censure without considering whether it be truth ' 
or dander. But, however this be,- the French are my fiu 
yonrites, and you do not at all oblige me in reviling them, 
itis totfae many excellent writings France has produced, that 
X am indebted for moat of those lessons by vhich we hare 
togetlier profited. If Switxerland b- emerged, from its an- 
cient barbarity, to whom is it obliged ? The two greatest and 
most virtvoos menin modem'story, Catioat and Fenelon, were 
both Frenchmen. Henry the Fourth, tbb good liing, whose 
character I admire, was a Frenchman, If France be not 
the country of liberty, it is properly that of men ; a supe- 
rior advantage in the eyes of a philosopher to that of Ucen^ 
tioos freedom. Hospitable protectors of the stranger, the 
French overlook real insult, and a man would be pelted in 
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London tor saying half so mnch against the F.nglLA ai tlw 
French will bear at Parii. My father, whofaad spent the greaL 
eat part of his life in France, never speaks bat with rapture of 
thU agreeable, peopbe. 

If he had spilt tus blood in the serrice of its Ung, be hu 
not been fargatt«i in his retirement, but if itill honoured by 
royal beneficence. Hence I think myself in lome degree ln> 
terested in the glory of a nadoD, to wMch that of my la- 
ther is indebted. If the petite of all conntries, my fiwiul, 
hare tbdr good and ill qnalities, yoa ought surely tapty the 
same n^rd to that impartiality which praiiei, as to that which 
blames them. 

To be more particular wift yon, I will ask you why you 
throw, away in idle ri»ts the time you are to speqd at Pa. 
' rii ? Is not Paris a theattti wberen great tdeuta nay be dia. 
played as well as London ? Ajid do strangers find dhhw diC 
'ficnities in t^ way to reput&tkHi ia the former^ than Utef 
do in the latter i Believe me, all the. English are not like 
liOrd B-^ — , nor do all the Freneb resemble thOM fin* talk* 
era that give yoa so mach' disgast. Try, pat them to the 
proof, thongh it be only to acquire amore intimate.acqnaint. 
uice with their mamtersj' and jai]ge of pei^Ie that yoa own 
speak so well by their deeds. My cousin's father s^s yon 
know the coostltntioB of the empire, and the interests of 
princes. My;LordB-! — - acknowledges also, that you are 
well yerfed in the priodples of politics, andHie vaiiow sys. 
tems of government : and I hare got It into my, head, that of 
all countries in the world yon will succeed beM in that w^ere 
merit is most esteemed, and that you want only to be known^ 
to be honourably employed. As to your religion's being an 
obstacle, why should yours be more so than another's ? Is 
not g(K>d sense a security gainst &natidsm and persecution ? 
Does bigotry prevail more in France than in Germany f And 
B 3 



6 ELOISA. 

is there an^ thing that should hinder your locceednig at 
Paris, as M. St. Saphorinhai done at Vienna ? If joa con- 
sider the «nd, the more speedy your attempts, the sooner 
yoa may promise yourself success. If yon baUnce the 
meaoB, it is certainly mere reputable for a man to advance 
himself by his own abilities, than to be obliged for prefer- 
ment to bis friends. But, if yon purpose a longer voyage 

ah 1 that MB f 1 fdiouhl like England better if it lay 

on tbis nde Puis.— But, a-propos, now I talk of Paris, 
may I venture to take notice of another piece of affectation 
I hare ranarked in your letters ? How comes it that yoa, 
who spoke to me BO freely of the women of this country, 
■ay nothing about the Parisian ladies ? Can those celebrated 
and p«dtte females be less worth your description, tlian the ' 
simple and tinpotisfaed inh^tants of the mountains i Or are' 
yon qtprehensive of giving me uneasiness by a picture of the - 
most charming and sednctiTe creatures in the univene ? If 
this be the case, my friend, nndecrire yourself, and rest asm. 
red, that Qte worst thing yon can do for my repose is to say 
notltiag about them; and tiial, however yon. mi^t praise 
them, year sikoce in that respect is more susjdciou* tlian 
w«a!d be your bluest encomiums. I shall be glad also to 
bare E«ne little -account of the opera at Paris, of wliichthey 
relate Etich wonders* ; for after all, liie musickmay bebadj 
and yet the representation hare its beauties : but if not, it 
will at least afford a subject for your criticism, which will of- - 
fend nobody. 

I know not whether it be wortili while to tell you, that my 

* I should have but a bad opinion of the reader's sagacity, 
who, knowiDg the character and situation of EJoisa, should think 
this piece of curiosity hers. It will be seen hereafter that her 
lover knew to whom to attribute it. If he could have been de- 
ceived in tbis point, be had not deserved the name of a lover. 



ELOtSA. 7 

conriB^s we^ng produced me two snttori : they met bere 
& few days ago ; one of tbem from Yverdna, buiitiBg bU the 
way from castle to castle^ and the other from Gentuuy in the 
stage-coach from Berne. The first is a kind of smart, that 
■peaks toad, and peremptory enongh to make hit repartee! 
pass for witj amAng tbOse who attend only to hli manner. 
The other is a great basbfol simpleton, vhose timidity, how- 
erer, is not of tbat amiable kind wUcb arises from the fear of 
disideasing ; but is owing to tbe embarraument of a block- 
head, wbo knows not vfaat to say, and the awkwanfaiess of a 
libertine, who is at a Ion bow to bduTe bimMlf in the com- 
pany of modest women. As I well know the intention of 
my father in regard to these two gentlemen, I took, widi 
plebsure, the freedom be gave me, of treattag them agreeably 
tD my own hnmonr, which, I believe, is sncb as will sow get 
tiie better of that iriilcb brought themhither. I hate them 
for their presamptioH, io pretendlBg to a heart which is 
yours, without the least merit to dispute it with yon ; yet if 
Acy had ever so mticb, I shonid ba^ them the more ; but 
where coald they acqnire It I They or any oQier'man ia the 
oniverse ? No, my d^ar friend, rest satisfied it is impossible. 
Nay, were it possible that another shonid be possessed of 
aqaal merit, .oreren that another jrou shoold attack my heart, 
I should nev«r listen to any but the first. — Be not uneasy, 
therefore, at these two animals, ^ich I hare with regret 
condescended to mention. What pleasure should I hare in 
being ^le to give them both such equal portions of disgust U 
tint they should resolrv to depart boQi together as they came t 
M. de CrousBz has lately given us a refutation of the ethic 
^stles of Mr. Pope, which I have read, but it did not please 
me. I will not take upon me to say which of these two 
aathora is in the right, but I am conscious that the book of 
the former will never excite the reader to do one virtnous ac- 
B 4 



8 EL0I8A. 

tioD, vkile oar Z^ for every thiag great and goodis Kwakened 
by that of Pope> For ray own part, I have no otlwr rnle 
by irbich to jndge of wliot I read, thui that of cousoltiiig 
f he. dispMitions in which I rise up from my book ; nor cui 
I well coDceiTO what sort of merit any piece has to bout^ 
the reading of which leaves no beneTolest imprenion behind 
it, nor Btimulates the reader to any tluogthat is Tirtuotis and 
good." 

Adien, my dear friend, I wonld not fiobh ray letter so 
soon, but am called away. I ieave yon with regret, for I 
am atpresent in a cheerfhl disposition, audi love youshonld 
partake of my happiness. The cause which now inspires i^ 
is, that my dear mother is much better within these few days j 
she has, indeed, found herself so well bsto be present at flie 
wedding, and to give away her mece, or rather her other 

daughter. Poor Clara irept for joy to see her ; and I-: 

but you may jndge of my sensatioiu, who, deserrhig her so 
little, hourly tremble at &e thoughts of losing her. In fact, 
she did the hofioars of the bble, and aeqaitted herself on 
the occasion with as good a grace as if she had been in per- 
fect health; Nay, it seemed to me, that some remaios of lan- 
guor in her disposition rendered her elegant complacencies 
still more affecting. Never did this Incomparable parent 
appear so good, so charming, so worthy to be revered 1 Da 
you know that she asked Mr. Orbe concerning you several 
times ? Although she never speaks of you te me, I am not 
ignorant of her esteem for you ; and that if ever she were 
consulted, your happiness and mine would be her first con- 
cern. Ah! my friend, if your heart can be truly grateful, . 

you owe her many obligations ! 

* If tbe reader approves of this criterion, and makes use of 
it to judge of this work, I will not appeal from hb judgment, 
whatever it prove. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

TO ELOISA. 
Well, my Eloisa, scold me, qnarKi wi& me, beat me ; 
I will endure every Utttig, but will not ceue to BCqtuuut yon 
with my thoughts. Who should be the depository of thoM 
Beutiments you have enlightened^ Mid with whom iboald my 
heart conrerse, if yon reruie to hear me i I give you an Ac- 
count of the obserrations I haye made, and of my own opt. 
nions, not. so much for your approbation, as correction ; and 
the more liable I am to fall into ^ror, the. more ponctaal 
I should be in my a^lication to your jadgQte4t- If .1 ceo- 
sure the manners of the people in this great i:ity, I do not 
seek to be jnsti^ed for talungthis liberty, because I write to 
yon in confidence ; for I nerer say any thing of a third per- 
son, -which I woiUd not >Ter to faisfqce; and all I write to yon 
concen^g the Parisians, is no more tiian a repetititw of what 
I duly advance in conversation with tiiemKires ; howerer, 
they are not displeased with me, and they even join with m^ 
in many particolars. They complain of our Munlt : I am 
persuaded they see, and ^recoQTiiiced how mncli he hated tbeni, 
«ven in his panegyrics : bnti am much mistaken if, ip mycri. 
ticism, they do not perceive the contrary. The esteemaodgra. 
titade thdc generosity inspires, serrei to increase my freedom ; 
it may be serviceable to some of them ; and if I may judge 
from, their manner of receiving truth frem my lips, they do 
not think me below their regard. When thig is the case^ 
my'Eloisa, true censure is more laudable than even true 
praise f for that only serves to con:upt the heart of tbote on 
whom it is bestowed, and there are none so eager to obtain 
it u the most wotthleis; on the contrary, censure may be 
nsefiil^ and can only be eBdure>d by the most deserving. I . 
B 5 



rincerely own, I honour tiie Frencli " the only people tn 
tite world who really loTC their fellow creatures, and are bk. 
torally benevolent ; bat, for this «ry reason, I am less in- 
clined to grant them that general admiration they seem to 
expect, eren tor the faults they acknowledge. IftheFrench 
had no Tirtues, I should not mention them ; if they had no 
vices, they would not be men : they have too many exeeUent 
qualitiM for Endiscrimiuate praise. 

■ As h> the attempts yon mention, they are impracticable, 
because I should be obliged to use means which are not only 
Inconvei^t, but which you hare also interdicted. Repnb. 
lican austerity b not in TOpie here ; they need more flexible 
virtues, which are more easily adapted to the interest of 
their friends and patrons. They respect merit, I confess ; 
butthe talents Uiat require reputation are Teiy differentfrom 
those which lead to fortune ; aud, if I am so unfortunate as 
to possess tiio latter only, will Eloisa consent to become the 
wife of an adrentorer 2 In England it U quite the contrary ; 
and though tbrfr manners are perhaps less refined than in 
France, yet they rise to fortune by more honourable steps, 
because, the people having more share in the gorernment, 
public esteem is of mor« consequence. You are not ignorant 

of what Lord & proposed fo do for me, and of my in- 

tention to justify Jms zeal. I can have no objection to any 
spot on the globe, except its distance from you. O, Eloisa I 
if it is difficult to procure your hand, it is stin more difficult 
to deserve so great a blessing, and yet, metiiinla, it is a noble 
task. 

The account you give of yonr mother's health reliered m« 
from the greni^at anxiety. I perceived your ^stress, even 
before my departure, and Iherefore I durst not express my 
Tears ; but I thought her so changed, that I was apprehensive 
she would fall Into tomn dangerous illness. Be careful of 



It 

Iwr, becsnse she i> dear to me, becsme my lieart rererea ber, 
because all my bopei are centered In ber goodneai, and be- 
cause she is tbeinoaer (tf my Etoiaa, 

As for the two snhori, I own I do not like to bear of 
tbem even in jest; but the manner in which yon mention 
tfiem expels my fears, and I will no longer hate these onfor- 
tnoate pretenders, since yon imagjoe tbey are hated by yon i 
yet I admire yonr simplicity in bdieving yonrsdf capable of 
hatred. Don't yon perceive that what yon t^e for batred 
is notUng more than the Impatience of insulted lore? Tbns 
anzions moarns the amorous turtle when ill beloved mate ti 
in danger of bein| cao^. No, Eloisa ; no, ucompanble 
raaid 1 when you are capable of hatred, I may cease to lore 
yon. ■ 

P. S. — Beset by two importDoate rivals 1 How I pi^ yon! 
for your own sak^j hasten their dismisiioQ. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

FROM ELOISA. 

I HATX delivered into Mr. Orbe's bands a paclcet wbicb 
bebas engaged to A[,Silvester,frem whom yon will receive it; 
but I caution yon, my dear friend, not to open it^ till yoa 
retire into your own chamber^ and are qoite alone. You will 
find in this packet a small trinket for your particular use. 

It is a kind of charm which lovers gladly wear. The 
manner of using it is very wbimsica). It must be contem- 
plated for a quarter of on hour every morning, or until it 
softens the spectator into a certain degree of tenderness. It 
is theaappliedtotbeeyes, the month, andnezt to tbe heart ^ - 
Bfl 
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and it is generally esteemed the best presemdTe against tt« 
aoxions ur of a coantry infected with -gaUantiy. Th^ eren 
attribute an electrical qualify to Aeie talismans, which is 
Tety singular, bt^ which acts oalj uponfaithful loTen. They 
■ay it comnumicates the impresloD of kisses from one to the 
other, though at the distance of on hundred leagues. I do 
not pretend to warrant the tucceis of this charm from expe- 
rience ] oaly, this I know, it is your own fault if you do sot 
putitto the proof. 

Calm your fears with regard to my two gallants or pre- 
tenders, call them which you please. They are gone ; peace 
be ^th them ! I sh^ no longer hate them, since they are 
out of roy sight. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 
TO ELOKA. 
- And so, my Eloisa, yoa insist on a description of these 
Parian Isdies i Vungirll bat it is a homage due to your 
charms. NotwithstandiDg all your affected jealousy, yonr 
modesty, and yonr loTe, I bave discovered more vamfy than 
fear di^nised under this curiosity. Be it as it will, I shall 
be just ; I may safely speak the troth, but I should andertake 
the task with better spirits, if I had more to praiso. Why 
are they not a hundred times more lorely ! Would they had 
sufficient charms to reflect new excellence upcm yotirs by the 
comparison 1 

You complain of my silence : good heaven ! what could I 
have written ? When- yon hare read tMs letter, you will 
perceire why I take pleasure in speaking of yonr neighbours, 
the Valesian ladies, and why I have hitherto negleried to 
mention those of this country ; the first continnally remind 
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■Mof yon, my Ekraa; but tbe otkan— retd^ and yvn win 
Icnoir. Fevpetq^titinkof IbeFrancli'Iadiei as I do, if, 
mdeed, I ant not qiuta stflgnUr in mj trgiiaaa. E^^ 
vbliges mc, tbenfore, to g^re joa this Unt, Umt jon may 
•oppou I-diBliiieate ttaem, parh^H^ not ai they an in reidity, 
but ag dKf ^>p«ar to me. Nerertbrim, if I am ootjnitin 
mj descrqitioB, I kaoT jron will c«iiini« me ; and dien witt 
your injaalice be greater tiian mine, becante the &idt Is c»> 
tirely your owit. 

Let OS be^ vith their exterior qn^ties ; the greatest 
number ttfobserren proceed no fiwtlier; ihonld I folioir th«ir 
examples, tiie womeDin this country wovld hare great camw 
. to bedisMtisfied : they liave an exterior character, a* veB 
as an txterior face ; and, as neither one or the other il 
mnch to tiieir advantage, it voold be unjint to form our o|Hb 
niouB of them from either. Their figsie, for the mest part^ 
is Mily tolerable, and in general rather indiflermt than per- . 
feet ; yet there are exceptioitt. They an slender rather 
than irell made, and iherefore they gUdly embrace the fa* 
sMoDsirhichdisgiuUthemmost; bDtIfiud,tbatinoUiercovn; 
tries die women are foolish ei»*«|^ to imitate these fachions^ 
thou^'COBtrived merely to. hide defects which they have not. 

Their air .is easy and natural, their manner free and no* 
affected, becuise th^ liate all restraint $ but they, have a cer* 
tainiftfmDebvra*, which, though it is not entirdy destihito 
of grace, they freqQOitly carry even to a d^ree of absurd!^. 
- Their compleuoa is moderately fair, and they are commonly 
palcj which does not in the I^ast odd to their beauty. With 
r^;ard to their necks, they are in the opposite extreme to the 
Valbsians. Conscious of this defect, they endeavour to sup- 
ply it by art ; nor are they less scrupuloos of boriowing an 

* Freedom, ease. 
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artifiioial wUtaieu. Though I have never Men tiieM ob. 
jects but nt & didwoce, Quy ezpoM lo msch-of tbemselres , 
that they Leave tbaipectaton very little room for ceojecture. 
In this caM, 'the ladie* leem not to onderatuid their ova in- 
tereat ; foe, if Qte I«c6 U but modentely handiome, the ima. 
gioatunbeif^iteDB eTeiy concealed chann, and, according to 
fh« QescoB {AibBopher, there u no niqwtite so Btronguthat 
which wai never satiified, etpecially in this lease. 

Theit features are not very r^ular, but t&ey have some- 
thing in their eaantaiumce, which supplies the place of bean* 
tfj and which is aometimei modi more agreeable. Their eyes 
are quick, and BparUing,yet they.are natfaer penetrating nor 
sweet ; they strive to animate them by the hdp of rouge, 
bat the expression they acquire by this oieans has more of 
finger in it than loye ; nature has gtven them sprightliness 
O^y; aad though they scHnetimeBseem to solicit tenderness,, 
they never promise aretanb* 

Tbey have- acqnired so graot a. repvtation tot their jodg. 
ment in dress, that ^y are patterns to all Earope. . Indeed, 
it is impossible to adapt such ahsnrd fashions with more taste. 
Th^ are, of aU womeD, the least under subjection to their 
ovm modes. Faahion governs In the provinces, but the Fa* 
risiauB govern fashion, and every one of them is skilled in 
fluitilig it to her own advantage : the first are ignorant and 
Berate plagiarists, who copy even orthographical errors ; the 
latter are like antllors, wbo imitate with jndgment, and have 
tbilitieB to corMct the mistakes of their original. 

Their apparel is more untommon than magnificent, more 
elegant than rich. The rapid succession of their fiuhions 
renders them old and obsolete even from one year to another : 

'Speak for^ourself, my dear philosopher; othersmay have been 
more happy. A coquet only promises to tvery body whet she 
should reserve but fitr one. 
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that neatness wIuchindDCM them to change tkeir dnta Mfn. 
qnently, preserves them from much ri^coloiu magnUcence ; 
they do not, kowever, spend less money on that account} bat 
tfaei^ expestes are, by this means, better conducted. Tbej 
differ greatly in this particular from the Italiani; inrtead of 
superb trimmings and emhroidery, their clothes ue always 
.plain and new. Botbsexcs oiwerve tke same moderation and 
delicacy, which is extremely jdeasing : for iny part, 1 1^ to 
see a coat neither laced nor tolled, 'neicis nonaliaiinthe 
world, except our own, where the people, eapedally ^m wo> 
men, wear less gold and silver. The same kinds rf itoSs arc 
worn by peojUe of all ranks, m that it wonld be difficult to 
distinguish a duchess from a dtlxen, if the fint had not mhim 
marks of distinction, whidi the other dares not jwltati'. But 
this seems to have its inconretdencies, for whatever is the 
fashion at court, is immediately followed in the d^; aad 
yon never see in Parb, as in other coimtriea, a beta or belle 
of the last age. Nevertlieleas, it is not bun ai in most 
other places, where, the people of tiie highest rank beii^ aU 
so the richest, the women of fiuUoD fstingnish themidTea 
by a degree of luxury which cannot be equalled. Had the 
ladies of tiie court of France attempted this kindof diitlnc 
tion, they would very soon have been eclipsed by the wives of 
the citiEens. 

What then do you think was their reiource? Why, (hey 
took a much Aore effectual method, uid whidi required 
more abilities. They knew that the minds of the people 
were deeply impressed with a sense of bashfulness and mo- 
desty : this suggested to them &shIons not to be easily iniita. 
ted. They perceived that the people could not endure the 
Noughts of rouge, and that they obstinately per«bted in caL 
ling it by the vulgar name of paint ; and therefore they daubed 
their cheeks, not with paint, but with rouge ; for, change 
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bntAe none, and it is noktager die same thing. They 
tlso perceired tiiat a bare neck was scandalous in the. c^es of, 
th« pnbltc, and for tbat rensoii thej chose to enlarge the 
Kene. — >Th^ taw< — many tbing* vbicb my Elotsa, young as 
she is, will serer we. In th^r manners tbejc ue goveraed 
exactly iif the same principle. — That cbarming diffidence 
irl4cb distiagiushes and adorns the sex, they despise as igno- 
ble ^id 'rile i tiwy animate their acdong and discourse with a 
noble assurance ; and, I am coafideut, they would look any 
modest man out of countenance. Thus they cease io be wo- 
olen, to avoid being confounded with the Ttdgar ; they pre. 
fei their rank to thrir sex, and imitate women of pleaEnre, 
thatlhpy themselTes may be above imit^on. 

1 know not haw far tbey may hare carried their imitafion, 
but I am certun they have not neceeded in tilieir design to 
prer«nt it in others. As to rou^e, and the fashion of dift. 
playing those charms which tbey Ought to conceal, they hare 
made all the progress poqdble. The ladies of the city bad 
much. rather renounce their natural complexion, and the 
charms they inight borrdw fjrom the attoroso petuier* of 
their lovers^ than preserre the appearance of what they are : 
and if tlus example has not pmailed among the lower sort of 
people, it is only because tiiey are afraid of beiog insulted 
by the populace ; and thus are on infinite number of women 
kept within (he bounds of decency, by the fear of offendtng 
the delicacy of the mob. Their masculine air, and dragoon - 
like deportment, is less striking, because so unrrenal ; it is 
cons[MGuons only to strangers. - From one end of this metro- 
polis to the other, there is scarce a woman whose appeerance 
is not snflkiently hold to dicconcert any man who has never 
been accratomed to the like in bis own country : from this as. 

* Amorous imagination. 
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bjnithifteDt proceeds tlmt kirinnrd confaikm wUdi tiiey ati 
tribnte to all straa^rej and i^icli »cr«Hm tlie uomeDt tlur 
<q>eii dieir lips. They Imtb not the sweet vmce of their 
couatiy.women ; their accent is howrse, durp, iiitiiiiiigiltt^ 
uqiertoDS, jibing, and loodeF thm that oC- a man. If in tlie 
toneof &eir Toice they^ retain 807 thlB|( feminine, it is en- 
tirely lost in the inpwtincMce of their maaner. Theysaem 
to enjoy the bashfnl confotioB of e*ery fore%ner ; but K 
voold probaUy ^rs them less pleasure, if they were wd. 
qo^nted with its true catise. 

Whether it be, '^■t I, iDpaitindarj am prejudiced in fa. 
TOBT (rf beaaty, or whether Oe power of Ixavty may mrt 
onirersalty infisence' tiie JBdgment, I know sot; bnt Oe 
laadsomest w«Mn ^tpearto me rttiiet' Oe owst decent In 
their dress, 'and in general behave with Que gnateet modatty. 
. They lose nolhiag Ity tliis reserve ; conMoas of their adrao- 
tages, tbay kao« they have M need of borrowed alhirainenta 
to attract onr'adniration.: It may te also, OnC im^vdenca 
is more intfriei^bly di^iMing when joined with vgUnets ; for 
certainly I should much toofter be tm^ted to affront an inu' 
pertieotugly woman, than to emlirace her; wli«:eae, bym<i> 
desty she ought excite even a tMider cenfHUiiiHi, which' is cCi 
ten a harbinger of love, Bnt though It it gcfaearaUy rc> 
marlbed, that the prettiest women ate the best bAaTed, yet 
they are often so extremely itfected, and are alwayt so evi- 
dently taken up with themselTes, that,' in tiiii coantry, theie 
is little danger of bdng exposed to that temptation which Mj 
de Mnr^t sometimes experienced ai^onggt the Bngtish ladies^ 
of tcUkig a woman she was handsome, only for the pleasure 
of persaading her to think so. 

Neither the natural gaiety of the French, nor their lore of 
singnlarity, is the cause of this freedom of conrerMtion and 
behaTJoar, for which these ladies are so remarkabie; bat it 
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is ratliiM.to b« deduced from their matuMin, by vbieli they 
ue ABthorized to sptai all tbeir timein the eoaputy oi men ; 
Uid hence it it, .that the behavioui af exch sex wemi to b« 
copied Trma the other. 

Oar Sffijs ladiei, ou the eostrary, are fond of Cttle f«nale 
MBemblieS} In which the^ are extrenely locial md happy* ; 
for, tboi^ they prob«bty maj not diililu the computy of 
Bien,yet it ia c«rtaiB tbeir presmce ia some conafraint upon 
them. 

In PuU it 11 quite the reverse ; the vomen are nerer ea- 
ay nor udsfied witltout the men. In most compenies the 
U dy of the luMUe is uen alone amidst a drcle of gentlemen ; 
wd tUl is so generally the case, that one oaimot help won- 
dering hoir sacb an mieqiul proportion of men can be every 
where ainrmblnrfi Bnt Paris is full of avei^uriert, priests^ 
ind abbis, who q»e«d their whole lives in moniBg from house 
to house. Thus the w;omen leam to think, act^ and speak, 
from the men, whilst these, in return, imbibe a certain degree 
of eflfeminacy ; imd this seems the only consequence of their 
trifling gallantry ; however, they eiyoy a fnbame adontion. 
In which ibeir devotees do not^hink it worth wMle to preeerre 
Aen the appearance of sincerity! No matter : In the midst 
of her circle every woman is the sole olqect of attention, 
and that Is Mfficient. Bnt if a second female enters Uie 
rotm, familiarity instantly gives place to ceremony, the 
high airs of quality are assamed, the adoration becomes . 
divided, and each continues to be a secret constraint upon 
the other till the company breaks op. 

The Parisian ladies are fend of public diversimis ; that is, 



* ThiDgt are chauged since that time. By many cI 
one would suppose these letters to have been written about twen- 
ty years ago; but by their style, and the manners they describe, 
one would conclude tbem to be of the last ceoiury. 
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they are fond of ibowii^ thentdTet In public ; bnt the gntt - 
difficnl^, ereiy time they go, ia to And • fenule companion j 
for decoraiB will aot allow one ladj alone to sppear In the 
boxes, even tboogli attended hy her hntband, or by any otber 
nan. It is amazing, in thii Tery social country, how diffi. 
cult it is to form these parties ; out MT ten that are proposed, 
nioe goiefally miscarry ; they are projected by the dttlre of 
being seen, and are broken by the disagneaUe necessity for 
a sister petticoat. I sbonld imagine it an easy matter for the 
ladies to abolish this ridiciiloDB cnitom. What reason can 
there be why a woman shonld not be seen alone in pnbUc i 
Perhaps, there beii^[ no reason for i^ is the very canse of its 
continaaiice. Howerer, apon the whole, it miy be pmdeut 
to preserve decency where the abolition would be attended 
with no great satisfaction. What great matter would there 
be in the pririlcge of appearing alone at the opera I Is it not 
much better to reserre this ezcliunre pririlege for the prirat* 
reception of one's friends in one's own hoose i 

Notliing can be more certain, than that this cnston of be> 
ing alone unblEt sncha nnmber of men, is prodnctfare of ma- 
ay secret connections : indeed, the world is pretty well con. 
Tinced of it, since experience has proved the absurdity of 
that maxim which told as, that by multiplying temptations we 
should destroy them ; so that they do not defend this fashion 
for its decency, but becanse it b most agreeable ; whlcfa, 
by>the-by, I do not believe. How can any love exist where 
modesty is held in derision ? and what pleasure can there be 
in a life wbich is at once deprived both of love and decency ? 
Bat as the want of entertainment U the greatest evil which 
these slaves to dissipation have tofear, the ladles are solicitous 
for amosemoit rather than love ; gallantry and attendance is 
allUiey require ; and provided their dangler* are assiduous. 
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they are rery iiidiffer«ot about the Tiolence or sincerity of 
tltdr pa^SUHi, The words love aad lover are mtirelf ba.' 
■^slicd -ereii from the mpU private intercourBc of the aexesy 
and lunk. inta oblifion with the dartr and flames of ancient 
romaace. 

. One would imagine that the "whole order of nature sensa- 
tions was here reTersed. A girl b to hare no feeUngs, pas- 
uons^or attachm^iti ; that prinlege is reserved fo^ the mar- 
ried.wonwn) and excludes do paramoorescepttheir husbands* 
The nrathar had better haTe twenty lorera than her daughter 
fine. . Adtiltery Is considered as no cri&te, and conreya no 
isdecencf intfaeidea: their romances, which are universallr 
nad for imtrnctian, are fall of' it ; and'there a[^»ears nothing 
BhocUng in its nmseqnences, provided the lovers do not reirj 
derdteinsdres contemptible by their fidelity. O Etoisa! 
thei« are nianj women in this city, who have deiited their 
marriageJ>ed a hnndred times, yet wonld presume, with the 
Toiceof impority, to slander an anion like oors^ that ii yet 
unsoUied witii infidelity. 

It ihoidd seem^ tbat in Pmib marriage is a diferent institoA 
Hoafrom what itisia.oAer parts of-the world : they call it 
asacnuneut, andyet.ithasuot half the power of a common 
Gontxact. It appears to be nothing more than aprivateagree. 
ment beitreen two persons to live together, to bear the same 
name,.- «id acknowledge the same children ; bat who, in other 
req^Qctsi^ have no wthority one over the other. If at Paris 
a BDBit should itret6&d to be offended with the iU oondnct< of 
his vrifej he would be as generally despised, as if, in onr 
countryjlie was to take no notice of herscandalons bdiaviour. 
Nor are the ladies on their parts less indulgent to. their hus- 
bands ; for J have not yet heard of an instance of their being 
pooisbed for htTiAg imitated the infidelity oftiieir wives. la 
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short, wliat otber effect can be expected from >n vnlaii Id 
wliicli their hearts were nerer consulted i Tliose .who marrf 
Cartniie or title, seem to be under no pertonal obligBtioD. 

: Lore, eTen loye, hast lost its priTilege,'aad is no less dege. 
Berate tlian marriage. As man ahd>ife stay be looked up. 
(m as a bachelor' and a maid, who' lire together for the . sake 
of enjoying more liberty ; so are lovers a kind of people, 
-who, with great indifference, meet for aainiement, throng 
snstom, or oat of vanity. The heart is entirdy naconcerned 
in these attachments, in which nothing more than certain ex- 
ternal conveniences areerer consulted : is, in abort, to know 
each other, to dine together, aow.and-then to exchange a 
few words, or, if possible, eren less than this. An afliur of 
gallantry lasts but 4 little longer tbui a visit, and Hmsistg 
chiefly in a.felr genteel conversations, and three or four pretty 
letters, filltid with descrtptions, maxims^ philosophy, and wit. 
As to experimental philosophy, it does not require So -mnch 
mystery ; they have wisely discovered the folly of l4tttBg dip 
any opportunity of gratification ; whedier it happens to be 
the lover or any other man, a man is atnan, and why sbonld 
a lady be more scrupulous of being gtiilty of an infidelity to 
her lover than to her husband ? After a certain age they 
may all be considered as the same kind of pni^iets, made up 
by the same fashion-monger ; and consequently, the first that 
comes to hand is always the best. 

. Knowing nothing of these matters from experience^ I can 
relate only What I have heard ; and indeed, the representa. 
tion is so vety extraordinary, that I have but an imperfect 
idea of what I have been told. That which I chiefly com- 
prehend, is, that the gallant is generally Regarded a& one of 
the family ; that if the lady happens to be 41»^ii)fied with 
him, he is dismissed ; or if be meets with a service more to his 
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iaclioBtiini or adrtotage, he takes bis learc, and aba sngages 
a fresh ooe. There are, I have been told, some ladies sa ca- 
pricious as even to take np with their own husbands for a 
while, consideiing them, at least, as a kind of male creature; 
but this whim g^om lasts loDg : as soon as it is past, the 
good man is entiraly discarded, or, if he should liappen to be 
obstinate, why then she takes another, and keeps them both. 

But I could aot help objecting to the person who gave me 
this strange ascoont, how it was possible, after this, to live 
uaong these discarded lovers i "■ Lire among them ! (says 
he ;) why they are entire strangers to her ever after; and if 
thfiy should, by chance, take it into thdr beads to renew their 
amours, they would have to begin anew, and would hardly 
be able to recollect thdr former acquuntance." — " I under, 
stand you, (said I;) but I have some difficulty in reconciling 
these -extravagances. I cannot conceive, how it b possible, 
after such a tender union, to see each other without emotion; 
how the heart can avoid pa]|dtatioa, even at the naipe of a 
person once beloved ; why they do not tremble when they 
meet." — *' Yon make me langh (says he) with your trem- 
blings; and so you would have our ladies continually fainting 
away ?" 

Suppress a part of this caricature representation ; place my 
Eloisa in opposition to the rest, and remember the sincerity 
of my heart — I have nothing more to add. 

However, I must confess, that many of these disagreeable 
impressions are eOaced by custom. Though the dark aide of 
their character may first catch our attention, it is no reason 
why we shonld be blind to their amiable qualities. The 
charms of their understanding and good humour are no small, 
addition to their personal accomplishments. Our first re- 
pugnance overcome, frequently generates a conbary seati- 
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ment. It is not jut to yiew the pictiire only ia Us wont 
point of sight. 

The first inconTeuieucy of gnat citlei ii, tlut ■■»wHi«4 u« 
generally dio^Ued, and that in society they mppm differeot 
from what they really are. Thia is partlcnUrly tnw in I^m 
with regard to the ladies, who derive from the ohserrMlan of 
others the only existence about which tbey are Bolicitons. 
When yon meet a lady in public ; instead of seeing a Pari- 
sian, as yon imagme, yon behold only a phantom of the &_ 
shion ; her stature, dimension, gak, shape, neck, ct^nr, air^ 
look,' language, every thing is assumed : so that, if yon wer« 
to see her in her natnid state, yon would not know ker to 
be the same creature. But flits anirerul mask is greatly to 
her disadvantage ; for nature's sBbetitnteaare always inferior 
to herself : besides, it is almost IrapossiUe to conceal her en- 
tirely ; in spite of us, slie will now aod tlien discover herself, 
and in seizing her with dexteri^ consists the true art of ob- 
servation. This is, indeed, no difficult matter in conversing 
with the women of tiiis country ; for, if yon take them off 
their grand theatre of representation, and consider them at. 
tentively, you will see them as they really are ; and it is then 
possible that your aversion may be changed into esteem and 
friendBhip. 

I had an opportnui^ of verifying this remark last week, 
OB a party of pleasure, to which, along with some other stran- 
gers, I was, abruptly enough, invited by a company of la- 
dles, probably with a design to laugh at us without constraint 
or intermption. The first day the project succeeded to tlmr 
wish: they initiiediately began to dart their wit and pleasan- 
try in showers, but as their arrows were not retc»led, their 
quivers were soon empty. They then behaved with great 
decency, and finding themselves unable to bring us to their 
style, tiiey were obliged to oonfornt to ours. Whether they 
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weve.pteawd withit ornot, I tun ignorant; howereri the 
cbange was very agreeable to me, for I toon found that I 
aiood a better chance to profit bj the coorersation of these 
fismalestfaiui from the generality of mm. Their wit now ap. 
peared so great an om^oent to tkeit natural good-sense, that 
I diauged mj opiaion of the sex, and conld not {lelp Is- 
mentiDg, that so many amiable women should want reason, 
only because it is their humour to reject it> I perceived 
also tbat.tb^ natural grncos began insensibly to ef^e the 
arttficial airs of tbe city : for, without design, our manner 
is jjenenlly infloenced by tiie nature of our discourse : it is 
impoiiable to introduce mncb coquettish grimace in a rational 
couTersation. They appeared much more handsome after 
diey grew indifferent about it, and I perceived,- that if they 
pleased they need only tiirow off their affectation. Hence, I 
am apt to conclude, that Paris, the pretended seat of taste, 
is of ell places in the world that in which there is the least, 
since all their metliods of pleasiag are destructive of real 
beauty. 

. Tims. we contlnned together four or fire days, satisfied 
wi^ each other, and with ourselves. Instead of satirizing 
Pacis.uid its innuoterable follies, we forgot both the city and 
its iuliabitants. Our whole r-are was to promote the hap. 
piness of our IttUe aociefy. We wanted no ill.natured wit 
or sarcasm to exdle our mirth ; but our laughter, like your 
cousin's, was the effect of goodJiumour. 

I had yet anodier reason to be qonfirmed In my good 
opinion of these females. Frequ«i(Iy, in the very midst of 
our eiyqymei^ aperson would come in abraptly, and whis- 
per the lady of the house. She left the room, shut herself 
up In her closet, and continued writing a considerable time. 
It was natural to suppose, that her heart was engaged in tlila 
correspondence ; and of tUs one <rf the company gave a Mnt^ 
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which, however, was not veiy gntmm\y recctred : > proof, 
at least, that though sh« might possibly hare no lovers, she 
was not without friends. Bnt, judg« of lay surprise, when 
I was informed that these supposed Parisian suitors were no 
other than the onhappy peasanti of the parish, who came in 
their distress to implore the protection of their lady ; one 
being nnjUstly taied ; another enrolled in the mUitia, regard. 
less of his age and family ; a third groamng ncder a law svK 
with a powerful neighbour ; a fourth, mined by a slom of 
hail, was going to be dragged to prison. In short, each had 
some petition to make, each was patiently beard ; and the 
time we supposed to be spent in an amoroni cwrretpondence, 
was employed in writing letters in favour of these unhappy 
sufferers. It is impossible to conceive how I was astonished 
to find with what delight, and with how little ostentation, 
this yonng, this gay woman, performed these charitaUe 
offices of humanity. Were she even an Eloisa, thought I, 
she could not act otherwise ! From that moment I continued 
to regard her with respect, and all her faults vanished. 

My inquiries bad no sooner taken this turn, than I began 
to discover a thousand advantageous particulars in the very 
women who before appeared so uuanpportable. Indeed, all 
atraogers are agreed, that, provided yon exclnde tiie fasMon- 
able topic, there is no country in the world whose women 
have more Icnowledge, talk, more sensibly, with more jndg>' 
ment, aod are more capaMe of giving advice. If from the 
Spanish, Italian, or German ladies, we should take the 
jargon of gallantry and wit, what would there remain of &tSr 
conversation 1 uid you, my Eloisa, are not ignorant how H 
is in general with our country-women. But if, with a French 
woman, a man has resolation to sacrifice his pretensions to 
gallantry, and to draw her out of tliat bvonrite fortress, she 
will then make a virtue of necesnty, and, arming herself 
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with rauoD, will fif^t manAiUy in the open field. With 
re^rd to th^ir goodneu of heart, I will not iostance their 
x«al to seire their frienda ; for, w with tlw reit of mankind, 
thl^ mfty partly proceed from teir.IoTe. But tiiongh they 
generilly lote nobody hnt themtelres, long habit will fre. 
qneutiy prodnce in them the effect of a sincere friendship. 
Those who haT« condaney enough to support an attachment 
of ten jvaa, commonly continue it to the end of their lives, 
sod tb^ wiU then lor* their old friends with more ttmdcr- 
neu, at IcMt with more fideli^, than their new lovers. 

. One common accuHtion againat the women of France is, 
that they do every thing, and consequently more evi) than 
good j bat it may be observed in their justification, that in 
doing eril they are stimulated by the men, and in doing good 
are actoated by their own principles. This does not in any- 
wise contradict what I said before, that Ute heart has no con. 
cem in the commerce' between the two sez.es ; for the gallan- 
try of the French has given to the women an oniversal power, 
which stands in no need of tenderness to tupport it. Every 
thin^ depends npon the ladies ; all things are done by them, 
or for them ; Olympus and Parnassus, glory and fortune, are 
equally subject to their laws. Neither books nor authors 
have any other value or esteem tham that which the ladies are 
pleased tfy allow them. ^I^^re' " ■"* appeal from their decree 
in matters of th« nicest judgment or most tri*ial tast», — 
Koetiy, criticiniif hiito^, philosophy, are all calenlated 
for the ladies, and wen the Bible itself has lately been meta- 
MOrphosed into a polite romance, la public aflkirs, their 
fnflnence arises from their natural ascenduicy over their 
bvsbands, not because th*? Vb ttieir husbands, but because 
tbey .aro men, and it would be monstrons for a man to refuse 
at^.thing to alady, even though she were his wife. 

Yet this anthorl^ im[^ neither attachment nor esteen^ 
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bat merely paliteaeu uid cainpliance with coMtom ; for it !■ 
as essential to French gallantry lo despise tbe wonen as to 
oblige tbem ; Euid this coatempt is taken -as a proof that a 
maa has seen enough of the iroiid to knew the tex : Who. 
ever treats them with respiict is deemed a norice, a knight- 
errant, one who has known woman onl^ in rootaiicei. Thejr 
jodgeso eqiutabl^of themselres, that to hononr them is to 
forfeit their esteem ; so that the principal reqnirite in a man 
of gKllautry is soperlative impertinence. 

Let the ladies of this country pretend what diey will, they 
are, ia spite of tbieniselres, extremely good-natared. All 
men who are bordened with a mnltiplicity of aSain are diffl< 
cnlt of access, and without commiserattOD ; aad in Parh, 
the centre of boslness of one of the most considerable nations 
in Europe, the men of conieqtteoce' are particularly oi>_ 
durate : those, therefore, who hare any thing to ask, natu- 
rally apply ta the ladies, whose ears are nerer shot against 
the unhappy ; Ihey console and serre them. In tbe midst of 
all their frivolous dissipation, they do not scruple to steal a 
few moments from their pleasures, and derote tbem to acts of 
bencvoleuce ; and tb6ngh there may be some women mwn 
enough to mdiean InfamoM traffic of their serrices, there 
are hundreds, on the contrary, who atis Adly employed in 
charitably assisting the distressed. Howefer it mast be con. 
fessed, that they are sometimes so indiscreet as to ruin an 
unfortnnate man they happen not to know, is order to serre 
their own friend. But how is It possible to know erery body 
■in so extensive a country ? or how can more be expec'ei 
from good.uatQr« destitute of real Tirtne, whose tublimest 
effort is not so much to do good, as to avoid evil f After all, 
it must be allowed that their inclinatioBS are not naturally 
bad ; that they do a great deal of good ; that (hey do it from 
tkrir hearts ; that they alone preserve the reinains of hu* 
C 2 
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nunity, which U still to be found in Paris ; and that » ithont 
them we should see the men avaricious and insatiable, like 
woWes deTOuring each otiier^ 

I sbould have remained ignarant of all this, if I had net 
consulted their comedies and romances, whose authors «re, 
perhaps, (eo ^t to stumble upon those foibles from wluch 
they themselves are aot exempt, rather than the virtues they 
happen not to possess ; who, instead of encouraging their 
readers by praising their real virtues, amuse themselves with 
painting imaginary characters too perfect for imitation. 

Romances are, peiliaps, the last vehicle of instruction 
that can be. administered to a corrupt people. It were to be. 
wished tliat none were suffered, to prepare this medicine, but 
men of honest principles and true sensibilify ; autlton, whose 
writings should be a picture of their own hearts ; who, In- 
stead of fixing virtue in the heavens, beyond the reach of 
onr nature, would, by smoothing tiie way, insensibly tempt 
ns out of^he golf of vice. 

But to return to the Parisian ladies, coocerning whom I 
do not by any means agree in the common opiiiion. They 
are universally allowed to have the mast enchanting address, 
the most seducing manner ; to be the most refined coquets; 
to possess th^ most sublime gallantry, and the art of pleasing 
to a superlative ^giea. For my part, I tlunk their address, 
shocking, their coquettish airs disgusting, and thdr manner 
«ilremely immodest. X should imagiue that the heart would 
shrink back at all their advances i and I can'taever be per- 
suaded, that they can for a single moment talk of love, 
without showing themselves incapable of either feeling or 
ias[Hring that tender passion. 

On the (^er hand, we find them represented as frivoiouSf 
artful, false) thoughtless, inconstant, talking well, but 
without refiectidn 9r sentiment, and evaporating all their 
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merit in idle cUt.clut. Bat to me ill thii apfwanto be u 
«tternalutlidrr0ii;9, or tbeir hoop petticoats. Tfcer> are 
a kind ofTashioiuble vicei which an ttqtpoaed necMMry at 
Paris, but which are not iocompadblc wiA sente, reuon, 
linmanity, and gDod-natare. These ladies are, in manj 
cues, more discreet^ and lets pven to tattling than thoM of 
any other co&ntry. They are better instrncted, and the 
things they are tan^ hare stronger effect npon their jnd^ 
nient. In short, if I dislike them for having disfignred the 
proper characterittics of thdr sex, I esteem them for those 
tirtnes in which they resemble us ; aod my oiHuioa is, that 
they are better calculated to Im men of merit, than amiable 
women. 

One word more, and I hare done — If Eloisa had nerer 
been, if my heart bad been capable of any other attachment 
-, than thatfor which it was created, 2 should nerer have taken 
a wife or mistreu in Paris ; bnt should gladly have chosen a 
friend, and such fttreagnre might possiUy have consoled me 
for the want of th»'Othen.* 



LETTER LXXXVII. 

TO ELOISA. 

SlNCX the receipt of your letter, I hare been daily with 

Mr. SilrestKrjtto see after the packet yon mentioned ; hot 

mj^ impatience has been seven tim«g ^sappoli^ecl. ^t leugth, 

howerer, on the eighth time of gouig, I receired ft} and it 

* I shall not give tny opinion of this letter'; but I doubt much, 
whetherajudgroent which allows th«m the qualities they despise, 
and denies them tliose which they value, will be pleasing to the 
French ladies. 

C S 
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wu no Honer. pBt into wiy huiib, (hiui, wtAouMtaying to. 
fWf tb« portage, «T«t without ukiDg wbdt it euw to, or 
■poakl^ & word to tnj bod;, I ran witii it out of doon J 
•ad u if I IuhI baen out of my lenan, paised by tlie door of 
mj lodgiDf*, tlwiigfa it itoed open befon me, and tiftTented 
n. number of itreeU that I knew ootlting of, till in aboat half 
M hoar I found myKlf at tb« fartbar end of Faria. I wu 
tiitn obliged to. take a backsey-coach, in order to gat tba 
■ore speedily home, wbidi b the first tine I Ji»e a>ad« OM 
of tlioH coBTeniencMiBa.moming; indeed, itiawitb.re^ret 
I nae Aen eren in an- afternoon, to pay tome diitant y'u^ j 
ftw my leg! are good, and I ihonld be aorry tbat any in. 
pmmneiit in my circumitances ihoold make me negject the 
■ae of tbem. . . 

When I was se«ted in the coadt, I was a good deal per- 
plexed with my packet, h yon had kud year iignnctioDi on 
■e to Of»a it do where bat at home. Beridei, I was nn- 
wilUng to be robject to any intem^tion while I was in> 
dniginj myteif in (bat eiquidte latisftction 1 find in ererj 
thing tbmt comet from yon. I held it, therefore, with an 
impaUeace and cnrioiity whicb I coald scarce contain : en- 
deavouring to dJKOTer its contents dirongh the coren, by 
pressing it erery way with my handi ; from tlie continnal 
motion! of which, yon would hare tlunq^t tbe packet con- 
tained fire, and burned the ends of my fingers. Not bnt 
that from its rise, weight, and Hw contents of yonr fonner 
letter, 1 bad seme sutpidon ; bnt then, how could I c<»oeive 
yon to bare (bond either the opportunity or the arfitt i Bat 
what I then conld not conceive is one of Qie miracles of 
all.nu^ty lore ; the more it surpasses my conception, tte 
more it enchants my heart, and oat of tin greatest pleauret 
it give me arises from my ignorance of the nannar in which 
yon conld eiect it. 
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ArriTcd at lengtk at mj lodging!, I flew to »7 duunber, 
locked tiM door, ibnw myself, out of brMth, loto > cludr, 
uid witta trembHnghindbrdiec^ii AeM«]. It wu then, 
Eloiu, I felt the flrateiect of this powerful tafinHU. Tbo 
pa]{dtatioiii of my heart increased at every p^er I unfolded, 
till ceiming to the last, I walfotrced to ilopand take breath 
a noBent before I conld open it. It b open — my toggesfioM 
are true — it ii M— it is tbe pMfratt of Elolaa. — O, my Iot*! 
your dirineinageii before ma ! I giie with raptore on yonr 
channi 1 my Ilpt, my heart, pay them the first homafe^ my 
kneei bend— —Again, my eypl are ratisbed wHh your hea- 
venly beauties. How Inmedmte, kow powerful is their ma- 
^cal effect t No, Eloita, it reqatrM not, as yon pretend, 
a quarter of an bonr to malie itself perceived 1 a mimite, an 
iDstaot suffices, to draw from my breast a thousand ardent 
sighs, and to recall, vrith thy image, tlie remembrance of 
my past happiness. Ah ! why Is the rapture of haviug sudi 
a treasure in possession, allayed with so much bitterneta ? 
How lively b the representaflon it pjet me of days that son 
BO more 1 I gaae on the portrait, I ttiiik I see I^sa, and 
eigoy in imagintdioB tboee ddlgbtM moments whose remeiB> 
brance embitters, my present hours ; and wMch Heaven in ila 
anger bestowed on me only to take tliem away. Alas I the 
next int^t undecMves me ; the pangs of absence throb vritk 
tocreased violence, after the agreeable delusion is vanblwd, 
and I am in the state of those miienble wretches,' whaw 
tortures are remitted] only to render them tbe more cnieL 
Heavens 1 wbat flames bave not ny eager eyes darted on this 
uneip^cted object ? how has tha si^t of tt roused ijn me 
ttose impetuous emotiMis which nsed to be effected by your 
pretence t O, my Eloisa 1 were it possible for this talisaan 
to affect yon r senses with tiie [dirensy and illusion of mine- 
But ifhy is it not possible i why nay not those iu^resslt^s 
C 4 
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whicli the mind darts forth with such rapidity, reach oa far 
ai Eloisa i Ah, raj channiog friend, whereTer yon are, or 
however yon ore employed, at the time I am writing, at tiie 
time yonr portrait receivee die same homage J pay to the 
idol of my soul, do you not percehe your charming face be. 
dewed with tears ? Do you not tympathiie with me in lOrre 
and sorrow ? Do you not feel the ardour of a lover's kisses 
«n your lips, yonr cheeks, your breast f Do yon not glow 
all over with the flame imparted from my boming lips ?— 
Ha ! what's that— Somebody knocks— I will hide iny trea- 
sure, an impertinent breaks in upon me^accnned be the 
cruel intruder, for interrupting me in transports so de- 
lightful ! may he never be capable of love— or may he be 
doomed'to pine in absence, tike me ! 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 
TO MRS. ORBE. 

It is' to you, dear cousin, I am to give an account of (bie 
French opera : for atthough yon have not neDtioned in yonr 
own letters, and EloisA has kept your secret in hers, I am 
not at a loss to whom to attribute that piece of curiosity, I 
have been once to the opera to satisfy myself, and twicti to' 
oblige you, but am in hopes this letter will be my excuse for 
going no more. If you command me, indeed, I can bear it 
again ; I can snfier, I can sleep there, for your service ; 
but to remain awake and attentive is absolutely imposdbte. 

But, before 1 tell you what I think of this fiimons theatre, 
I will give you an account of what they say of it here ; the 
opinion of tiie connoisseurs may perhaps rectify mine, where 
I happen to be mistaken. The French opera passes at Paris 
for the most pompons, the roost delightful, the most won- 
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derfiil etttert^ment that was ewr elected by Hat tmited 
efforts of the imoiaii genias. It is. raid to be tbe most snperb 
nrannment of the magnificence of Lonistbe FoKrteeoth. In 
tact, ereiy one u not so oinch at liberty as yon ima^ne. to 
ffue his opinion on lo grave a subject. Every tiling may be 
made a point of dispute here, except tnniick ^nd the opera : 
bnt with respect to these, it may tw daBgeroiu not to dis> 
Bemble one's thoughts, as the French mnsick is snppftrted by 
^ inquisition no less arbitrary than severe. Indeed, the 
first lesson which sbvigers are taught, is, that foreigners 
nniversally allow that nothing in the wliole world ia sq fine 
as the Opera at Paris. Tbe tmth Is, tUxcreet people- are 
silent upon this topic, because they dare not laugh except 
in private. 

- It must be allowed, however, that they represent at the 
<^ra, ttt a vast expence, not only all the wonderful things 
of nature, but many others still more wonderfifl, and wlUch 
natnre never produced, Fo^ my part, I cannot lielp tjiinkuig 
Mr. Pope meant this theatre, where be said, one miglit see 
gods, devils, monsten, kings,, shepherds, aad'ftJriesy all 
mixed together in one scene of ponfnsion. 

This assemblage, so magnificent and well conducted, is 
regarded by the spectators as if ^1 tfte things pud characters 
exhibited were real. On seeing the representation of ahea- 
tben temple, they are seized with a profoimd reverence ;. and 
if the goddess be tolerably pretty, half the men in the pit 
are immediately pagans. 

Here the audience are net so nite as at the French comedy. 
These very spectators, who could net there consider the 
player as the character he represented, cannot at the opera 
consider bim any otherwise. It seems as if they were shocked 
at a n^ooal deception, and conld give into nothing but what 
vras grossly absurd t or perh^M they can more eanly con. 

a 
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ceive ]ri*jen to b» gdds tlwn htroea. Jnfrfter being of 
anodKr BKtare, people nay thkik of Mm as they please i 
bat Cato was a man ; aod bow few men are tb^«, wbo, 
to jndge fot tbeni^cs, kaTe any teason to tUnk neb a 
nui u Cato orer exiitod f 

TUt opera Is not ronaposed, Acrefore, as In other plaoai, 
of a company of mercenaries, hired to furnish out an entCT-- 
tainment for the public. It is true, they are paid by the 
p«blic, and it it their bniioess to attend the open: bat dw 
Bttsre of it Is qoite changed by ib becoming a royal academy 
of murick ; a sort of soterngn tribanel diat jnd^s wtthont 
appeal in tts own cause, aad is not rery remaik^le for jus- 
tice and integrity. Thus, you see how much, in aonie 
countriea, the essence of things depends oa mere words, and 
how a respectable title may do honour to that viiich least 
deserres it. 

The members of this iilmtrions academy are not degraded 
by their profMion : 19 revenue, however, they are exCom- 
mtinicatedj which is direclly contrary to the custom of aU 
oflier conntriea ; but, pethaps, faaring had thdr chfrice, they 
had rather lire lionourftbly and be damned, tkan, as ple-i 
beians, go Tnlgarly to heaTen. 2 haTe«een a modern cfae. 
Talier on the Fr^tch titeatre, as prood of the profession of 
a player, as the nnfortnnate Laberius was formerly mortified 
at it, althoagb the latter was forced into it by d)e commands 
•f Cssar, and recited only his own werhs*. . But then our 

* Obliged by the f^Tant to appear on the stage, he laneuteij his 
disgrace io some very afietting verses, which justl; irritated 
•veiy bonest mind agaiost Cesar. Jljier' kevittg tiud {smA he) 
tiity gtan oittA Ammm^, 1 ieft my keiitt tktM morning, a Roman 
■ knight) ht( lAoU return to it (Ail ivtning a> infamotu itage-pla^er, 
jOm i liave Heed alky too hag, fortune ! ifitmagmy lot to be 
thutfift ifygraetd, v^ Jid you notfwru «M hitker mhiU youth and 
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(kgnded ancinit coiild not aAerwardi take Ub place in &» 
Clrau knongthe Roman knights ; vhllst the modern one 
Ittand hli ereiy day at the French comedy,' among the £rtt 
Hit)Qlty in (he kingdom. And I Kill Tenture to My, nerer 
did they talk at Rome with lo much nipect of the majcfty df 
Ike Roman people, ai they do at I^rli of tlie majesty of 
Ae opera. 

TUa ii what I hare gathered chiefly from convemtioii 
■bontthis fptendid entcrtunment : I will now r«Ute to yon 
irhat I hare seen of it myself. 

Imoginetoyoarself the inside ofalarge box, about fifteen 
feet wide, and long In proportion ; the box is the itage ; on 
cad side are placed ikrcens, at different dislaaces, onwUdt 
tte objects of tbeKeoeare coarsely painted, fieyoad fids 
b m'gritt cartaio, bedaubed in the same manner, which ex- 
(Aids from one ride to the other, and It generally cut throv^, 
to reprMent ctres in the earth, and openings tn the heaTem, 
•■ the pefipectiTtf requins. So that, if any perurn, in' 
waEking beyttnd the scenes, gtaonld happen to bmA against 
the cartaift, he might canse an earAqnake lo violent as to 
•hake onri sides with Uughiiig. The sklei are represented by 

vigour tad left me at leatt an agreeahU pmon : but nooi, what a 
KTtlcked (Ajeet do I prttent to tie imulti of the people of Rome 9 
A fetble mice, a iaaak body, a mtrt corptt, art animated $laUtoii 
•MA kit nothiag hfi of tnt but my nimt. The entire prologue 
whicA he tfok-t on this occasion; the injustice done him by 
Cnsar, Mrba was piqued at the noble freedom with which be 
aven^ his offended hcnour; the aflVoni be seceived at the 
Circus; the meanness of Cicero in upbraiding him with the io- 
genious and satirical reply of lAberius; areoU preserved by Aulua 
Gellius, Bod compose, in my opinion, the most curious and in- 
teresting piece in his whole coilecuon ; which is, tiir the most 
poit, a verv insipid one. ' 

■Ib .«0.-,.,..iw;i.. Cft -■::•-. 
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a parcel of blueish rags, hung np widk lines and poles, like 
wet linen at the iraaher- woman's. The sun, for he is repre- 
sented here sometimes, is a large candle in a lantern. Tbe 
chariots of the gods and goddesses are made of fonr Iriti of 
wood, nailed together in the form of a square, and hong ap 
fay a strong cord, like a swing ; across the middle is fastened 
a board, on which the deity sits a-straddle ; and in the front 
of it lungs a piece of coarse canvas, bedaubed with paint to 
represent the clouds that attend on this magnificent car. The 
bottom of this machine is illuminated by two or three stinking, 
unsnuffed candles, which, as often as the celestial personage 
bustles about and shakes his swing, smoke him delicioiulf 
with incense worthy such a dWinity. 

As these chariots are the most considerable machines of 
the opera, you may judge by them of the rest. A troubled 
sea is made of long rollers covered with canvas or blue paper, 
laid ^rallel, and turned by the dirty understrappers of tite 
theatre. Tlieir thunder is a heavy cart, which rambles over 
the fioor, and is not the least affecting instrument of th^ 
agreeable mnsick. The flashes of lightning are made by 
throwing powdered resin into the flame at a link ; and the 
falling thunderbolt is a cracker at the end of a sqnib. 

The stage is prOTided with little square trap-doors ; which, 
opening on occasion, give notice tint the infernal demons are 
coming out of the cellar. And when they are to be carried 
up into tbe air, they substitute deitrously in their toom 
little devils of brown caDvas staled with straw, or some- 
times real chimney-sweepers, wlio are drawn up by ropes^ 
and ride triumphBiit through the air, till they majeBtically 
enter the clouds, and are tost among tbe dirty rags I men- 
tioned. — But what is really tragical is, that when the tackle 
is not well managed, or the ropes happen to break, down - 
come infernal spirils and immortal gods together, and break 
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that Umbs, and DMoetiiDes their neckf. To iQ ^ I iIwU 
add their monsters, which certunlj make wme iceneg reij 
pathetic, socb as their dragons, lizards, lortoiiei, crocodiles, 
and great toads, all which stalk or cnwl aboat the stage with 
a threatening air, and put one in mind of the temptatioit of St 
Aotony ; ererf one of these figures being animated 1^ 
a loobf of a Savoyard, who has not even sense enough to 
play the brute. 

Thus yon see, cousin, in what consists, in a great depee, 
the splendid furniture of the opera ; at least, thus much I 
coold observe from the pit, with the help of my glass ; for 
you must not imagine these expedients are much hid, or pro. 
dnce any great illnaion : I only tell yon here what I saw, aod 
what every other unprejudiced spectator might have i^p as 
well as myself. I was told, nerertheless, that a prodigioua 
quantity of machinery is employed to efect all these motions, 
and was several times offered a sight of it ; bat I was never 
curious to see in what manner extraordinary efforts were 
made to produce insignificant effects. 

The number of people engaged in the service of the opera 
is inconceivable. The orchestra and chorus together consists 
of near an hundred persons : there is a multitude of dancers, 
every part being doubly and trebly supplied* : that is to attjf 
there are always one or two inferior actors ready to tsJte ttie 
place of the principal, and who are pidd for doing nothing, 
till the principal is pleased to do nothing in his torn, and 
wludi is seldom long before it happens. After a few repre. 
sentations, their chief actors, who are personages of great 
consequence, honour the public no more with their presence 
in that piece, but give up their parts to their substitutes, or 

* Tbey know Dolhing of this in Italy ; the public would not 
■ufCeir it, aad ihus ilie eDtertatmnent is subject to less expence : 
it would cost too .much to be thus iU^erved. 
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to tin nibstittifet of thoie inlstitatet. Thvy recnve tSw»y» 
the satne money at the door ; bat the spectator does not 
alwayt meet with the same entertaiament. Erery one takes 
a ticket, ai he does in the lottery, without knowing what 
will be hii prise ; bvt, be what it will, nobody darea com. 
plain ; for yon are to know, that the honourable memben 
of this academy owe the pnblic no manner of reiipect : it ia 
the pnblic which owes it to them. 

I williay notbingto yon oftbdrma^k, IwcauM yon are 
acqnainted with it. Bat you can have no idea of the frightful 
criea and liideoui bellowings with which the theatre rrtoundi 
during the repre«eatatiott. The actreues throwing them- 
■ehei into convulsions as it were, rend their lungs with 
iquMking : in the mean time, with their Rtts clenched agdntt 
their stoBMcha, their heads thrown back, their faces red, 
their veins swelled, and their breasts heaving, one knows not 
wUch is most disagreeab^r affected, the eye or the ea*. 
Their actions make those snJTer as much who see them, m 
their singing doe* those who hear them ; and yet what Is to'., 
conceivable is, that these bowlings are almost the only thing 
the audience applaud. By the clapping of their hands, one 
would imagine them a parcel of deaf people, delighted to be 
able to hear the voice now and then strained to the highest 
pitch, and that they strove to encourage the actors to repeat 
ttieir efforts. For my part, I am persuaded that they ap- 
plaud the squeaking of an actress at the opera, for the same 
reason as they do the tricks of a tumbler or postare.master 
at the hir : it is displeasing and painful to see them ; one is 
in -pain wUle they last ; but we are so glad to see all pais off 
without any accident, that we willingly give them applause. ' 
Think how well this manner of lining ii .adapted to express 
all the soft and tender writings of Qninauit. Imagine the 
Muses, Loves, andGraccs, imagiae Venpi kerself, expiev. 
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^Bg lier lendiieiiti in tUi d«Ucate nuuiDeTi and juclga of the 
effects. A> to their de*iU, let ii§ le«Te their muiick to soik^ 
tlung infcnuJ eoongh to roit it Ai alM that of their ma^iam, 
c<^jaren, and wltchei ; all wUch, howcTer, meeta with fht 
greatest ^plaiue, at tlie French opera. 

To theae raTnhing Bonndi, ai hannoi^ns ai sweet, w« 
aoLj very deservedly joio thoae of the orchestra. Conceive to 
yourself a conUnnal clashing of jarring ioitmrnenti, attended 
with the drawling and perpetual groana of the ban, a noit^ 
the mo^t doleful and ininpportahle that I erer heard in mj 
life, and wUch I coald nerer bear a quarter of an liour to« 
gether, witbont being i^ed with a violeitt bead^aciw. All 
this formi a speriei of ptalmody, which hu commonly neither 
time nor tnne. Bat when, hy accident, they hit on aa air 
. a little lively, the feet of the andlence are immediately in 
motion, and the whole home thandert with thnr clattering. 
The pit in partimlar, with much pains and a great noite, 
alwayt Imitate a certain perfomjer in the orctieftia*. De- 
listed to peicdve for a moment that cadence which they lo 
seldom feel, tli^ strain their ears, voice, hands, feet, and, 
in ^ort, their wlwle body, to keep that time which ii every 
HBoment ready to escape tliem. Instead of (his, the Italians 
and Germani, who are more easily affected with the measurea 
of tiielr mqsick, pursue them without any effort, and have 
never any occasion to beat time : at least, Begionino has 
often told me, that at the opera in Italy, where tlie masick 
ii so affecting and lively, you will never see, or hear, in the 
orclwtfr*, or among the spectators, the least motion of either 
hands or feet. But in this country every thing serves to 
prove the.dnlneis of thdr musical orgaiu j tlieir voicea are 
banh and an^eanng, th^ tones afiected and drawling, and 

• Le Buthenm. 
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their transitions hard and disMmaut : there is no cadence nor 
melodj in their songs ; their martial iastmmeata, the fifes of 
the mt»atry, the trumpets of their caTolry, their horns, 
their hautboys, the ballad-singers in tlie streets, and the 
fidlers in the public^onscs, all hare something so horribly 
grating as to shock the most indelicate ear*. AU talents are 
not bestowed on the same men, and tiie French in geaer«l 
. are of all the people in Europe those of the least aptitude for 

mnsick. Lord B pretends that the EngUsh have aa 

little ; but the di^ence is, that they know it, and care no. 
thing about the matter, whereas the French give up a thou* 
sand jast pretensions, and will submit to be censured in any 
other point whatever, sooner than admit Otey are not the 
first musicians in the world. There are eren people at Paris 
who look upon the cultivation of mnsick as the concern of 
the state, perhaps because the improvement of Timodiens'a 
lyre was so at Sparta, However this be, the- opera here may, 
for anght I know, be a good political inatitutioo, in that it 
pleases persons of taste no better. But to return to my 
description. 

The ballelSj which are the most brilliant parts of the 
opera, considered of themselves, afibrd a pleasing enter, 
tainment, as they are magnificent and truly theatiical ; but, 
as they enter into the composition of the piece, it u in that 
light we must consider them. 

Yon remember the operas of Quioault ; you know in what 
manner the diversions are there introduced } it is much tin 
same, or rather worse, with his successors. In every act^ 
the action o£ the piece is stopped short, just at the most in. 

* Tiie light ajrs of the French mnsick have not been unaptly 
compared to a cow's Courant, or the bobblings of a lat goose at. 
tempting to fly. 
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tereitiiig p^iod, ky u interlnde whlck is rq)r«nn(ed before 
tbe acton, who are seated on the stage, whSa the Bndienee 
in the pit are kept standing. From tiwie Interrnptioiu it 
freqnenti}' liappens, diat tlie chancten of the piece are quite 
forgotten, and always that tlie spectators are kept iooUng 
at acton, tiiat are lookup at something else. Tile faAion 
of these interlndes is very limpie. If the prince ii in a good 
Jnunanr, it partakes of tiie gaiety of his disporitk>n, and Is a 
dance : if he is displeased, it is contrived, in order io bring 
him to temper again, and it is a dance. I Icnow not whether 
it be tiie fashion at court to make a bail for flie entertainment 
«f the king when he is out of humonr ; bat Uils I know, 
with respect to onr opera-Ungs, that one cannot sufficiently 
admire th^r sttncal firmness and philosophy, In sitting so 
tranqnil to see comic dances and attend to songs, wUle the 
fate of ttidr kingdoms, crowns, and livesj is sometimes de- 
Aennined behind the scenes. Bnt tliey itare, berides, many 
■other occasions for the introdnctlon of dances ; the roost 
solemn actions of hnman life are here performed in K dance. 
Tlte parsons dance, the soldien dance, the gods dance, the 
derUs dance, the monmen dance at their fnnerab, and, in 
short, aU tlieir characters dance on all occasions. 

Dancing is thus the fourth of the fine arts employed La the 
constitntion of the lyric diwna : the other three ue arts of 
Imiiation; bat what is imitated in dancing? nothing. — It is 
tlierefore foreign to the pnrpose ; for what liasineA is fliere 
for minuets or rigodoons in a tragedy 7 Nay, I will Tentnre 
to say, dancing would be equally absurd in such compo> 
sitions, tboo^ sometidsg was imitated by it : for of dl (he 
dramatic unities, the most indispensable is that of language 
or expresrion ; and an opera made np partly of singing, 
partly of dandng. Is eren more ridiculous than Oat in which 
ttey sing half French half Itallaa. 

i);v..ib,Goo'^lc 
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Not cottant to introdnce dancing u u eateotial pert of 
tbe compositlOD, they eren attcuipt to make it the principti ; 
haling opem which, thtj call iaihti, and which to badtf 
answer their tide, that dandng if no less out of chaiacter i* 
them than ia at) the rttt Moit of the«« bUlets Goonst of ai 
many diffwent labjects ta acts ; which anbjecta are connected 
together by a certaia metaphyiical -rditkMi, of which A» 
spectator woold neTef (onn th« least swpidoii or coqectDrv^ 
If theantlior ^ not tlike care to adrise' him of it in the pro- 
logne. The leaaost, ages, tensM, dcmctttt, are the nttgect 
of a dance ; bnt I riwold be glad to know what prepiiety 
there u fnidt this, or what ideas can by thii means be con^ 
reyed io the Bind of the spectator ? Some of them again are 
purely allegorical, as the emrnivai, ibefoUg, and are dte 
most intolerable of all ; bccanae, with a good deal of wit and 
finesse, ^y contain nrither sentiment, description, plot, 
basinesa, nor any thing that can either interest the Andlenco, 
set off t\e mnitck t» advantage, flattei the paaiiUns, or h^^' 
ten the iUnsIon. In these pretMided baUets the actien «f thft 
inece is performed in singing, the dancers continually finding 
eccasiqa to break in npon the singers, titongh withont 
meaning or design. 

Theresmttofallthis, hewerer, is, that these ball«ts being 
less interesting tfaao tbeit fregediea, these interrnptions an 
litUe remarked. Were the piece itielf more affecting, the 
spectator would be more offended ; btrt the me defect serrea 
to hide the other, and, in order to pMvent the spectators 
being tired with the dancing, the authoa artfully contrire It 
■o dtat they may be more heastily tired with the piece HseU 

This would lead me iasMislbly to make-some inquiries ii^ 
the tne coiq>o^on of the lyrk dranA^ bnt these would be 
tOQ prolix to be comprised in this letter j I ham therefoM 
written a little disiertalloq on that sniyect irblch yM wiU 



ELOISA. iS 

find iDclo««d, and maj commnDicate to Re|iwiliuk - 1 ikdl 
only add, whk teqiect to tke Frraich ojen, thkt diegnsteM 
fault I obwrred in It^ ii k fUfe taato for BMfnifieance ; 
whence ihej attempt to represeat the marrdhini, which, 
being only the otyect of iDrnfrinrntion, if introdoced with u 
mnch propriety in an «pic poem, u it is ridicnlmulj at- 
tenpted on the itoge. I ihonld hardly hne beliercd, hid 
not I seen it, that then conld be found artiiti weak enov^ 
to attempt an imititioD of the i^rlot of Ae snn, or vptc^ 
tmion to chUdith ii to go to lee it. firayere conld not ooiu 
cdTe how M fine a ^kt aa the Opet« could be tireaome. For 
»y put, who am no Bmyer^, I can dwcelre It Tery wdl ; 
and will Mlntalnj that to cTeiy man who Ita* a trae tafte fat 
the Sot »rti, the French mbikk, tbeir daodng, and ^Iw 
aarrelloaa of their scenery put together, conpoae dte moit 
tinaome rq^reaentatioD in the world. After all, perhapa the 
French do not deaerre a more perfect entertainment, ea- 
pecially with respect to the performance ; not becanae they 
want ability to judge. of what ia good, fant beoaoae the bad 
{dcaaea them better. For, aa tltey had rather oenwic than 
^ipUnd, the pleaauN Ot criticising compeosatei for every 
defect, and ttiey had iVther lai^ after they get fcMM, than 
be pleaaed with the pieoe, daring the repiesentatloB. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 
FROM ELOISA. 
* Vu, I see it well i. Ehiiia it ttiUhappy In your lore ; the 
lame fire that once iparkled in your eyes gloera tluDofbinit 
yonr laat letter, and kindlea all the aidonr of mine. Yea, my 
friend, in vain doth fortune aeparato na ; let oar hearti praaa . 
forwaida to eich other ; let m protere by took a commnni-' 
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c&tioti their nataril warmth sgainst the chilling celdneis' c^ 
abwnce and despair ; and let erery thing that tends to looseo 
the tlei of onr affections, seire only to draw them closer, and 
bind them more fast. 

Yon will smile atmj simplicity when I tell you, that since 
the receipt of yonr letter I have eiperienced Bomethii^ of 
ihme charming effects therein mentioned, and that the jest i 
of the talisman, althoagh pn rely my own invention, is turned 
npon myself, and become serions. I aih seized a hundred 
times a day, when alone, with a fit of trembling, ai if you 
Irere before me. I imagine you are gazing on my portnit, 
ind am foolish enough to feel, in conceit, the warmth of 
those emliraces, the impression of those kisses, you bestow 
on it. Sweet illaston ! charming effects of fancy 1 the last 
resource of the nnhappy. Oh ! If it he possible, be to ns a 
pleasing reality ! yon are yet something to those who are 
deprived of real happiness. 

As to die manner in wUch 1 ol>tained the portrait, it was 
bideed the contriTance of tore ; but, beliere me, if mine 
conld work miracles, it would not have made choice of this. 
I will let you into the secret. We had here, some time ago, 
a miniature-painter, on his return from Italy : he bronght 
letters from Lord B i --, who ' perhaps had some Tiew iil 
sending him. Mr. Orbe embraced tlds opportunity to faafo 
a portrait of my cousin ; I wis desirous of one also. In re- 
tarn, she and my mother wonld each have one of me, of 
which the painter at my request took secreUy a second copy. 
Without troubling myself about the original, . I cbose of the 
aree tint wUch I ttion^t the most perfect likeness, with a 
dengn to send it yon. I made but little scruple, I own, of 
tUs [nece of deceit ; for, u to tli« likenesi of Oie portr^ a 
little more or less can make no great dlSerenco widi my 
ntother and eonsiii ; bnt the hotoage yon might pay to any 
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ether regemblince than mine would be a kind of iafidelii^, 
lij^ 80 much the more daggerous, u my picture might be 
buidsomer than me ; and I would not, on any account, that 
yon should nourish a pasEion for charms I do not poBsesi. 
With respect to the drapery, I could have liked to have been 
not so negligently dressed ; bat I was not heard, and my 
&ther himself inusted on the portn^t's being finished as it is, 
except the headdress. However, nothing of the habit was 
taken from mine, the pouter having dressed the picture as 
be tbooght proper, and ornamented my person with the 
worlts.of his own imagiaatiou. 



LETTER XC. 
TO ELOISA. 

I MUST talk to yon stii J, my dear Eloisa, of your portrait, 
no longer, however, in that rapturous strdn which the first 
sight of it inspired ; and with which yourself were so much 
affected; bat, on the tontrary, with the regret of a man 
deceived by false hopes, and whom nothiog coa recompense 
for what he has lost. Your portrait, like yourself, is both 
graceful and beautiful ; it is also a tolerable lik^iess, and is 
painted by the hand of a master ; but to be satisfied with it I 
ought never to have knowo yon. . 

The first fault I find in it is, that it resembles you, and 
yet it is not yourself ; that it has your likeness, andisinsen* 
sible. In vain tlie painter thought to copy your fealures ; 
where is that sweetness of sentiment that enlirens theqi, and 
without which, regular oud beautiful as they are, they are 
nothing ? Your heart, Eloisa, no pidnting can imitate. This 
defect, I own, should be attributed to the imperfection of 
the art ; but it is the fault of the artist not t? liare been 
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euct in eyery thing that depended on himself. He iuU} for 
butance, broD^ the hair too forward on the temples, wblch 
glres the foreheaH a leii agreeable and delicate air. He has 
alio foigotteo two or tiiree little reiaa, mco through the trans- 
parent ildn in winding branches of purple, resembling those 
of the iris we once stobd admiring in the gardens of Clarem. 
The colouring of the cheeks is also too near the «yvt, and is 
not softenedjoto that glowing Unsh of the ro§e, toward the 
' lower port of the lare, which distingatshei the lorelj' origi. 
nal. One would take it for an artifici^ rouge^ plastered on 
like the carmine of the French ladies. Nor is this defect a 
small one, as it makes the e^ es appuar less soft, and its looks 
more bold. 

Bat, pray, vrhat has he done with thos* dimples wherein 
the little Cnpidi lurk at the corners of yonr month, and which 
in my fortunate days I used to stifle with kisses ? He has sot 
pnn half their beauty to these charming lips. He has not 
giren the month that agreeable serions Inm, which, changing 
in an instant into a smile, ravishes the heart with ioconceive. 
able enchantmeDt, and inspires it with an instoataoeooi rap. 
tare which no words can express. It is bue, your portrait 
cannot pass TpMn the serions to a smile. This is, ahu t the 
very thing of which I complain. To paint all yonr charms^ 
yon should be drawn every instant of yoar life. 

But to pass oTer the itg«uttc« (he painter has done yoD, in 
orerlooking yonr beaatieB, he has done yon more in having 
omitted yonrdefects. Hehas leftoutthatalmostimperceptible 
mole under your . right eye, as wdl as that on the right side 
oTyourneck. Hehas not— Heavens I was the man a statne ? 
be has forgot the Ultle scar under your lip ; he has made 
your bair and eye>lirowi of the tame colonr ; whkh they are 
not. Your ^e.braws are morc upon the chenut, and your 
h > ratber of the aih colour. 
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Bioitda letta, occAi arutxi, e Vuaa tigUo. 

Light hair, blue eyes, and eye-drowa lovely bfown. 

He bas made the lower part of the face exact!)' oral ; not' 
obseiring the small hollow between yaur cheeks and chla, 
which makes their oatlinet less regnlar aed more agreeable. 
These are the most palpable defects ; but he has oaiitted se> 
vera! others, for which I owe hfan no good will : for lam 
not only in love with your beanties, bnt with Eloisa herself, 
jost as she is. If yon would not be obliged for coy charm 
to the pencil, 1 would not hare you lose by it the smallest 
defect ; my heart can never be affected by charms that are 
not your own. 

As to th« drapery, | abiJl tike the more notice of it, as 
whether in a dishabUte or otherwise, I have always seen yon 
dressed with moi» taste than yon are in the portrait ; the 
head-dress is too large: you will say it is CMsposed only of 
flowers : that is true ; but there are too many. Do not you 
remember the ball, at which yon were dressed like a country- ' 
girl, and }'onr consin told me I danced like a philosopher ? 
You then had no other , head -dress than your long tresses, 
turned up and fastened at top with a golden hodfcin, ia the 
manner of the villagers of Bern. No, tie sun glittering in 
all iu radiance displays not half that lustre witji which you 
then engaged the eyes and hearts of the beholders ; and there 
is no one who saw you that day, that can eTer forget you do- 
' ring Ws whole life. It is thus, my Eloisa, your head ought 
to have been dressed. It is your charming hair that should 
a4orn your face, and not those spreading roses. Tell my 
conuD, for I discover her choice and direction, that the flow. 
ers Tvith which she has thus covered and profaned your 
trewei, are in no better taste than thiwe she gathers In Adoui: 
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One miglit OTerlook them, did tbe^ serre u an omamoit to 
beauty, bat I cannot permit thein to hide it. 

With respect to the bust, it b singular that a lover shoalil 
be more nice in this pBrtlcular than a father; but, to say the 
truth, I think you are too carelessly dressed. The portr^t ' 
of Eloisa should be modest as herself. These hidden charms 
should be sacred to lore. You say the painter drew them 
from his imagination. I believe it ; indeed, I believe it. Had 
he caught the least glimpse of tbtne, bis eyes wonld have 
gazed on them for ever, but his hand would not have attempted 
to paint them; why was it necessary the rash artist should 
form them in imagination ? this was not only an offence against 
decency, bnt I will maintain it also to be want of taste. 

Yes, yonr countenance is too modest to support the disor> 
der of your breast ; it is plain that one of these objects ought 
to hinder the other from being seen : it Is the privilege of 
love alone to see both together, and when its glowing hand 
uncovers the charms that modesty conceals, the sweet confu< 
sion of yonr eyes shows diat you forget not that you expose 
them. 

Siidi are the criticisms that a continual attention has occa. 
sioned me to make on your portrait; in consequence of 
which I have formed a design to alter it, agreeably to my 
own taste. I have communicated my intentions to an able 
master, and from what he has already done, I hope to lee 
you sooB more like yourself. For fear of spoiling the fu- 
ture, however, we try our alterations first on a copy which I 
have made him take; and make them in the original only 
when we are quite sure of their effect. Although I design 
but indifferently, my artist cannot help admiring the subtlety 
of my observations ; hot he does not know that love, who 
dictates them, is a greater master than he. I seem to him 
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■iM Bometimea very whinuicd : he tella me I sat tfie fint 
lover that ever cbosetahide objects wiiick otbers think can. 
not be toomnctifisposed ; and irhen I tnswer bim, it ii in 
onler to hare a foil vievr of foxt, tiiat I «lre» you up with so 
much care, he stares at me, at if be dtODghtmeaftml. Ahl 
my EtoiM, faov much more affecting iroald be your portrait, 
if.Iebnldbnt^nd out the means to display in ityonr mind ai 
well as your face; to paint at once your modest]' and your 
dmrms ! wtiA would not the latter gain by such an amend-' 
ment ! at present, those only are seen which tlie painter Ima- 
gined, and the rftTitbed spectator thinlts them inch as they 
are. I know not whatsecretenchaBtmentis alwnt yonr per- 
•on, bnt erery thing that tenches yon seems to partake of id 
Wrtnes : one need only perceire the hem of yonr garment to 
rerere the wearer of It; One perceives in your dress how 
the Ten of the Graces affords a corering to the model of beau- 
ty;, and ihe taste of your laodeBt apparel displays to the 
miM all those charms it conceals. ' 



LETTER XCI. 

TO EIjOISA. 
bsl Eloisa ! you whom once I conld call mine, thongk 
new r profane your rirtnous name ! my pen drops from my 
f rendiling hand ; I blot the paper with my tears ; I can hardly 
trace the first words of a letter wliich ought nerer to be writ- 
ten : alas I I caU neither speak nor be silent. Come, thou ' 
dear and respectable image of my loTe, come purify and 
strengtiien a heart depressed with shame, and- torn to [fecea 
l>yremorse. Snpportmyresolutionthat fails me, and gire 
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my contrition Qm power to ktow the iDToIautarj crime int* 
which the absence of EIcmhi bu phmgedme. 

Oh 1 Eloital bow contemptible will yon fhinjcme! and 
yet you cannot hold me in greater contempt than I do mysdf. 
Abject u I may seem in your eyes, I am yet a hundred timefl 
more io in my own ; for, in reflecting on my own demerits, 
what mortifies me most, i» to see, to feel you Mill ui my 
heart, in a place Jienceforward so little vortby of ymir 
image ; and to think that the remembrance of the truest plea, 
■nreg of lore could not prerent me from falling into a man 
that had no lure, from bring led into a aime that presented 
no femptatioD. 

Snch is the excess of my confusion, that I am afraid, eren 
in recurring to your clemency, lest the perusal of the lines in 
wMch I confess my guilt should offend you. Let your pu- 
rity and chastity forgire me a recital which should hare been 
spared your modesty, were it not the meani to expiUe, in 
some degree, my infidelity, I know I am unworthy of ydOr 
goodness ; I am a mean, despicable wretch, but I will not be 
an hypocrite, and deceive yon, for I had rather you should 
deprire me ot your lore, and even life itself, thau to impose 
on E^isa for a moment Lest I should be tempted, there- 
fore, to seek excuses to palliate my crime, which will only 
Tender me the more criminai, I will confine myself to an ez> 
act relation of what hat happened to me — a relation (hat sbidl 
be as sincere as. my repentance, which is all I shall say in my 
defence. 

I had commenced arqnuntance with some officers in th« 
guards, and other young peo^rie among my countrymen, in 
irhom I found a good innate disposition, which I was sorry 
Co see spoiled by the imitation of I know not what false airs, 
which nature never designed for them. They laughed at me 
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Ib tbeir tarn, for preKrving in Paris the simplicity of our 
Uident HelTetian manners ; and, coDitmiag my maxims and 
beharioar into an indirect cessore of tliein, resolred to mak« 
me a convert totlieir own pRcticei, at all liuardi. After 
•ereral attempts wbich did not locceed, they made another 
tbo veil concerted to fiiil of sacceas. Yesterday morning 
they came to me, with a proposal to go with them to theUdy 
of a certain colonel they mentioaed ; who, flFom the report, 
they were pleased to say, of my good sense, had a mind to 
be acquainted with me. — Fool enough to gire into this idle 
story, I r^resented to them the propriety of first malting; 
heraTisit: but they laoghed at my pnntfttUos, telling me 
Ae frankness of a Swiss did not at all agree with such for- 
midity, and'that so much ceremony would only lerre'to giro 
her a bad opinion of me. At nine o'clock then in the eren- 
Ing we waited on the lady. She came out to rec^Te ng' on 
Aestair-case, throngh an excess of civility which I had never 
seen pnctiscd before. Having entered the apartment, I oh* 
served a servant Itghttag np pieces of old wax candles over 
the chimney, end aver all an air of preparation which did 
lot at all fdease me. The mistress of the house appeared 
handsome, though a little past her prime : there were also se- 
veral other women with her mocB about the same age and 
figure ; their dress, which was rich esou^, had fiore finery 
in it than taste ; bat I hare already ebserved to you that this 
is not a sure sign by which to judge of the condition of the 
women of this country. — The first complimcots were made 
as usual, custom teachtug one to cat them Aort, or to turn 
them into pleasantry, before &ey grew tiresome, Sometliing 
unsual, however, appeared, aa sson as our -discourse became 
genenl and serioas. I theught the ladies seemed to wear an 
air of rertraint, as if it were aot fanuHar to them ; and noif 
lor the fint time smce I have be«n at Paris, I saw women at 
Ds 



K loK to support a ration^ converutian. To find an mif 
topic, they bron^t np at length ikmr funily affairs, and as I 
knev none of tbero, I liad little diare in tie cODrersUion. 
Nerer before did I bear so ronch talk of tbe colonel, and 
tlie colond ; which not a tittle surprized me, in the cOuntty 
There it is the cnstom to distinguish people rather by their 
names than by their profanon, and in which almost erery 
man of rank in the army hat besides some other title of dis- 
tinction. 

The aflectation. of dignify soon gave way to a beharionr 
more natural to them : they began to talk low, and, running 
inieiiBibly loto an air of indecent fainlliarify, fhey laughed 
and trUspered every time they looked at me, while the lady 
of the house asked me the situation of my heart, with.a cer. 
tain boldness of manner not at all adapted to make a conquest 
of it. The table was spread, and that freedom which seems 
to m^e no distiaction of persons, bat generally pots erery 
one without design in the proper place, fully ronvtuced me 
what sort of company 1 was in. But it was too late to re- 
cede ; putting confidence, therefore, in my aversion, I deter- 
mined to apply that evening to observation, and to employ in 
the study of that order of women, the only of^ortonify I 
might erer have. Little, however, was Qie fnut of my at- 
tention 1 1 found them so insensiUe to t^eir present situation, 
so Toid of apprehensions for tbe fbture, and, excepting fhe 
tricks -bf their profession, so stupid In all respects, that the 
contempt into which they sunk in my opinion soon eBkced th« 
' pity I fiAt eAfertsined for tbem. In speaking even of plea, 
sure Itself, I saw they were incapable of feeling it. They 
appeared rapacions after every thing that conld gratify their 
avarice ; and, excepting 'what regarded their interest, I heard 
not a word drop tnia their Ups that came from the heart. I 
was astonished to (bink howiqen, not abandosed like them- 
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Btives, niiild sni^rtio ^guBtfnl a locife^. It wciic^'innif 
«piilHui^ tiKnoEt cruel puaisbmeilltlutGpidd be JlifllcWjta 
oblige them to k«<p ludi conpsoj. 

We sftt a long Wbile at sopper, kod tbe coinpuij at lencth 
't>e9Ui to, grow ao»y. For want of lore, die wine weat 
bri^lf ronnd, to inflame the guests ■ the discoiirae wai not 
'tender, but immodest, and the' women stroTC^ by the disorder 
of.tbeir drese, to excite tho«e passions wfa I ch thould itare 
icaused tliBt diiorder. AU this bad a very different effect up. 
•n me, and thetr endeaTOureto sedsce me oidy beightened 
qiydiignat. Sweet modesty 1 (saidl to myBelT,} itii thine 
to Im^pire tUe ^nUkieat raptures lore can beatow ! how impo- 
tent are female oharma whan thou hast left them I If the mz 
did but kitow tby power, what puns wonhl tbey Dot take to 
preaerre tbee iuTioUte ; if not for the sake of virtue, at 
least for their interest [ Bat modesty is not to be aunaied. 
There is not a more ridiculous artifice in the world than that 
of the prude who affects it. What a difference, thought I, 
is there between the impudence of these creatures, with their 
licentious expressions, aad tfaose timid and tender looks, 
those couTersations so full of modesly, so delicate, so senti. 
mental, which — but I dare not fioish the seotence — I blush 
at the comparisoH— I reproach myself, as if it were criminal, 
wilh the <i^ligbtfIll remembrance of her who pursues me where. 

'ever I go. Bui how shall I now dare to thiek of her ? 

'alasl it in impos^ble to erase your image from my heart : let 
ne then strire to conceal it there. 

The iMis*^ the discourse I heard, together with the objects 
that presented themselyeg to my view, insensibly inflamed me ; 
my tW9 nnf^bours plied me incessantly with. wine. I found 
'my head confused, and, though I drank ail the wUle a good 
deal of water in my wiae, I now took more water, and at 
kDgtfa determined to drink water only. It was then I per. 
D 3 
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ceiTed the pretended water »et before me was white wine, and 
-that I bad drank it from the first. I made no complaints, m 
they would only bare satgected me to raillery, bat gave over 
drinUng entirely. But it wai too late, tbe miicluef was at. 
ready done, and tbe intoxicating effects of what I bad alrea^ 
drank soon deprived me of the little sense that remained. I 
was surprised, on recovering my senses, to find myself, in m 
retired closet, locked in the embraces (^ one of those Gre*> 
ttires I had sapped with, and in the saiiie instant had the 
mortification to find myself as criminal as I corid possibly bo. 
I have fiidshed this horrible relation. Wonld to Heaven 
it might nevermore offend yonr eyes, nor torture my me- 
mory ! O Elo^r it is from yon I eipect my doom: I 
demand, I deserve yovr leverity. Whatever be my pn- 
nishment, it will be less cruel than the tenwmbnoiG* of my 



LETTER XCII, 

ANSWER. 

Yon may be easy at to the fear of having offended m«. 
Yon letter nttber excited my grief than my anger. It » 
net me, it is yourself you hate offended, by a debau^ in 
which the heart had no share. I am at this, however, but 
the more afflicted ; for I had much nther you should aSroot 
Eloitalhan debase yourself ; and the injury you hove done 
to yonr own perEon is that ooly wluch I canoot forgive. To 
r^ard only the fanlt of which you accuse yourself, you we 
not so culpable as you imagioe : I can reproach yon on th^ 
account only wKh impmdeace. But what I blame yon for 
is of greater moment, and proceeds from a failing that ha^ 
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taken deeper root tlwn jon imaghie, and wUdi tt !a Ae part 
of a. friend to lay before jtn. ■ 

Your firit error lies la baTing taken a wrong path, in which 
Ihe fkrther yon adTanee the more yon will go astray ; and 1 
tremble to lee that, unlesi yon tread back the slept yon bare 
taken, yon are ineTitably lost. Yon hare snlTered yonrself 
to be led insensibly into the very snares I dreaded. The 
more gross ajid palpable allnrements of Tice 1 knew conid 
not sednce ^oo, but the bad company yon keep hath begun, 
by deluding your reason, to corrupt yonr morals, and hath 
already made the first essay of i(s maxims on yovr beha. 
^nr. 

Ton hare told me nothing, It is tme, in particular, of the 
acquaintance you have made in Pfuit ; bat it is easy to judge 
.of your coffljmiam by yonr letters, and of tiuMe who point 

out the objects, by yonr manner of describing diem. 1 

bare not coocealed from yo« how little satisfied I hare been 
with your remarks ; yon have nererUietus continued fliem 
in the same style, which has only increased my displessurei 
In fact, one wonld rather take yonr obserrations for the sar- 
asms of some pettt^jnaitre, than for the anitpadTersioas of a 
philowf^r ; and it is hardly possible to brieve them wrH. 
ten by the same hand tiiat wrote yoor former letters. Do 
yon think to stn^ mankind by the confined bduTioiir of a 
few societies of finical prudes, and other Idlers ? Do none of 
yonr retwrks penetrate beyond the exterior and changeable 
famish which ought hardly to hare engaged your attention^ 
Was it worth wlule to collect with so much care those pecn. 
Uarities of maniierB and decorum, which ten years hence will 
no longer exist ; whilethe unalterable springs of the human 
heart, the constant and secret workings of the passions, hare 
escaped your researches? Let us torn to your letter conceni. 
ing women : in what hare you instructed me to know them ? 
D 4 



Yon have siven, indeed, a description of ibeir drew, wUd 
■II the world might beas well acqvaiatedvith; and hare nude 
■om^ malicious obsarradoiiB on the address and behaviour of 
some, as also of the irregtilaritiei of a few otbm, which jou 
have uiynstly attributed to them oll^'as if no peiMn of Tin. 
tuouB sentii^eotg was to be found in Paris, and ereiy womaa 
flaunted about in her chariot, and sat ib the front bo^ei. 
Hare you told me ai^ thing that can throw real light upon 
their true character, taste^ and maxims t and is it not gtranga 
that in describing' thewom^ of a country, a man of'seiue 
■honU omit what regards (titif domestic concems and ednca- 
tion of their children* i The only circumstance in that let. 
ter,-^aracteiistic at its author^ £8'the apparent satisfaction 
with whjeh you commend tie goMneisof tbnr natural dia- 
position, which^ I mutt coufeio, doth honour to yonn. And 
yet, what have yoad(Atemarein.tbatfltati1>artIyjUBtioe to 
the Bex 411 general ? fof in wfaai country ace liot gentlenets «f 
inaniffiffi andcompaiAin for the distressed,' the amiably qna- 
litiesof 4lievom«n? 

What adiffemnce had there b^eu in tbe picture, if you' had 
described wllatyOu had seen, rather than what yonhadbeardt 
w, at least if you bad only consulted people of sense rad so- 
lidity .on tte occasion ? Wasitforyoii, who have taken so 
^iiicb pdns to CultiTate yoor genids, to throw away your 
tioe deliberately in the company bt a parcel of inconsiderate 
yxtung fellows, who take pleanire in the sodety of persona 
of rirtue and uiiderstanding, not to imitdte but only to se- 

• And wh^ should he not omitit? Have the women of thesa 
times any thing to. do with coDcenis of this kind? What would 
become of us and the state J What would become of our celebra> 
ted authors, our illustrious academicians, if the ladies should ^vo 
op the direction of matters of literature and business, and apply 
themselves only to the a&irs of their family I 
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4o« wid corrapt Aem ? ¥ on Lay a itreis on the eqiulity of 
•ge, with vrbich you ahoold hare nothiiig (o do,' and Toigtt 
tbat of sense and koowledge, which is more pecnlkrlj' esteB- 
ti&l. In spite of yvuT Tiolent pusioiu, yaa ftre certainly tiK 
most pliable man in the world ; and notwit^taoding the ripe- 
ness of your jndgment, permit yonrseif to be coadocted so 
implicitly by those you convene with, tliaC yon cannot ke«|> 
-compuiy with ypnng peopl« of your owa age, witbont con. 
descending to become a niPre iofont in their hands. Tbns 
yon mistake in your choice of proper companions, and de- 
base yourself in not fixing upon snch as have more nnder- 
standing than yoondf. 

I Aq not reproach yon with haring lie^i inadvertently ta- 
ken into a disiionGBt house ; but with )iaTii% fa«en condacted 
Qiitiierby a party of yon ng officers, who ought never to have 
known yon; or at least witom you dionid never have permit- 
ted to direct yonr amnaetjients. With respect to your pro. 

ject of making them converts to your owd principles, I db> 
cover In it more real than.prudence ; if yoa are of too seri- 
ous a tnrD to be their companion, yon are too young to be 
their tutor, and yoo oaght not to think of reforming others 
till there is nothing left to reform inyonrielf. 

The next fault, which is of more moment and less pardon- 
able, is to have piBsed volajntarily the evening in a place so 
unworthy of you, and not to have left the hoase the moment 
yon knew wfaat it was. Your e^tcuses on this head are mean 
atid pitifu}. Yon say il reas too late to recede ; as if any 
decoram were necessary to be observed in such a place, or as 
K decorum ooght e\er to take place of virtue, and that it 
were ever too Ute to abstain frota doing evil. Astothese. 
cnrity yon found iti your aversion to the manners of sui;h a 
company, I wlll.say nothing of it ; the cv^nthas shown yoa 

kow we>l it was founded. Speak more freely to one who 

D5 



» ELOIS.A. 

to w«ll ksows ho R to read yoiir heart ; My ytm vers aahuned 
to leave your compuiioiii ; yon were afrtidthey would lau^ 
at you ; a momentary hiss atnick yoii with fear, and you had 
rather expose yovnelf (o the bitterneis of remorse than tte 
tartnetfl of raillery. Do you know what a maxim yon fid- 
lowed on this occasion i. that which first nciates every inoa- 
cent mind, drowai the voice of conKieace ia puklic dsawsr^ 
and repfesMS the resolutioo of doing well hy the fear of can- 
sure. .Sn<A a mind may o'vercome temptations, and yet yield 
M ttie force of bad examptet ; may blush at being r«aily mo- 
dest, aBd becMne inpudeat through baBhfulBefta; a faltc 
bashfnlnegs that is more destructive to a virtuous mind than 
bad inclinatioDa. Look well then to the securify of youTs ; 
fer whatever yon may pretend, the feSr of ridicule, which 
you affert to despise, prerailg over you, in spite af yoerset^ 
Yen wouhl sooner face a handred daagers than one rwHer^ 
.and never was seen M JDOch timidity muted to so intrepid a 
mind. 

Not to make a parade of precepts whidi you knott better 
than I, I gfa^l content myaeK with proposing a method more 
easy and sure, perhaps, than all the arguments irf [riiiloK^hy. 
This ie, on such occasions, to make in thought a alight trans. 
position of mcumstances, to anticipate a few minutes of time. 
If at that uBfortunate sapper, you had but fortilied youiietf 
against a moment's raillery, by the idea «f the state of mind 
yon should be in as soon as yon got iota tiie str^H : Iiod yon 
represented to yourself that inward contentment you would 
feet at having escaped the snares laid for yon ; (be consemut. 
aess of having avoided the danger ; the pleasure it would |iv« 
yeu to write me an accouut of it ; that which I should ny. 
■elf receive in reading it ; had yen, I lay, called these cir- 
cumstances to mind, is it to be supposed they wodid not bare - 
oterlwlanced th« mortificu&on of t>dng langked tl for a mo. ' 
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Bent ; k Bortifintion jron irould meter have drMdtj, could 
you bat hare fbreHco- the oooieqa^icei i Bot what i* thia 
BortiEGatioD, wUcli gWet co««qiKin:e to the raillwy of peo- 
ple for whom one has no e«te«m i This reflection would iiu 
fUHbl^ have cared yon, In return for a moment'i imaginarjF 
ffiignce, tnuch real and more durable abune, remorse, (utd 
daager : it iroatd bare saTed (for why shoidd I diuenble ?.) 
y«ar friend, yoor Eloin, many tean. 

Yom determined, yoa tell me, to'ap^y that erening to ob. 
temtion. What an employment! what obaemtiont I 
Uush tor your eicnses. Will you not aliw, when an oppor. 
(natty oicn, have the same curiosity to make obsemtioa im 
robbers in tbeir den* I and to lee tbe methods they, take t« 
fleix« tli^r prey, and strip the unhappy pasteugen that bll 
inta their handi ?- Are yon ignorant tbat there are objects too 
detestable for a man of (wobity to look on, and that the lib 
d^natioD of virtue cannot rapport the light of rice ? 

The pbilofopher remarks indeed the public licentioameM 
wlneh be cannot prevent : be sees it, and his countenance b& 
trays the ctmcem it gives him : but as to tliat of indiv idoaJa, 
be dAer opposes it, or turns away his eyes from th^ sight, 
lest he sboald give it a saoctiou by his preseoce. May I not 
ask, besides, what necesaity there was to be eyewitness of 
such scenes, in order to judge of what passed, or the cooveiw 
sation that was teld there i Fo; my part, I .can judge more 
easily pf tbe whole, from the intention and design of such 
a society, than from the little you tell me of it ; and the 
idea of those pleasures that are to be found there, gives mea 
■n^ient insight into the characters of such as go to seek 
them.. 

I know not if your commodious scheme of philosophy has 
dready adapted the maxims, which, it is said, are estabiishfd 
in large towns, for the toleration of sock places: Irnt, Ilwp^ 
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AtleMtjjWaAfl not ons «MboM wlio detau tbeaidres m 
Biiick at to put them is pnctiee, nndet dw pretest of I kaow 
iwt i^bat cUDMriCftl necessltf , that is knowB vnly to men : of 
debHiicbed Utes ; as if the two wxes we^e in thif reiptict bl 
k diftrettt conrtitatioa ; and that daring abwnce or Cellbaejr, 
» virtaoit* maa ii Under a nccesiit;^ of indulging himarif ]> 
libertiM which aire denied to a modest woman. Bnt if tUa 
error does not lead ]rou to pnutitntet, I Unafraid it wUlcan^ 
linne to lead yoOr inagination' astray. Alas! if yen an 
deterndnod to be dnpicable, be so at least without pietext t 
and add not the rice of lying to that of dnnkenoess. All 
tboie pretended necew ties have no foandation in nature, tmt 
in the Tolnntary- depraration of the se^Mfl. Eteai &• fond 
lllnsiou of lore are refined by a chaste mind, and poHats it 
only when tte heart b firM depraved. On the' taitmyf 
chastity is its own support'; the desires constantly repressed 
accustom themselves to remain at rest, and lemptatiMM are 
outy multiplied by the haliit of yielding ta them. Fdend. 
ship has made me twice 'overcome the reluctance I had io 
Write on snch a subject, and this shall be the last time ; for on 
what [^ca can I hope to obtain that Infinence orer yon^ 
whicli yon have refused to virtue, to love, and to reason ? 

But I return to the important point with which Ibegan 
this letter : at ooe-aad. twenty years of age yon sent me 
from the Valais, grave and jndicious descriptions of men ftB4 
. things i attwenty.five yoa write me from Paris apat^ of 
trifling letters, whereiD good sens* is sacrificed to a certain 
quaintness and pleasantry, very hmmpatible with your cha- 
racter. I know not how you have managed; bnt since ymi 
have resided among people of refined talents, yours appear 
to be lUmiaishedt you profited MM»g itowtts, and have ' lost 
by the wits. This is not, hvwercr, the fonit of the place 
7«B are by bnt of the acqnaiBtance yon turn made : for u** 
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MmgTtifaint'BfftiiBr^jmignmt.ibaa tomkes proper 
'dtot«iBBiMxter«'<tf.>theei:e«ttmtMid eBflcraUe. -If jgou 
ntnAA rtwlT- the. wotM, ksep coinpuj <nia mea of anse, 
vko hare kDOwa it b^ long exp«rirace, nod olMnrstioDB 
nsde Bl!kihire^Dot-.wiUi.gfald7>ibBided bojrs, irbo im onljr 
tiie- rapt^&uetof tUaga, Ud.IlMgh at vliat thay tbnndvw 
nmh« ridirabraa. Fni> k full of Aeuible mea, nrriiitWiwT 
.to BeAectka, and ta,irbame-my iaj represenb » fintftefiald 
for cdMepratioiii Y«u itnH nerei nakfliae beHere iJmt Mch 
gnre sad Jtndioiu petsun ran aboat, as f ea do, from booM 
to house, aod.frran clnb to chib^ to dtvert die Toawn a»d 
jouBg fellows, and torn all {ihilosepbjr into ah^cUati Thap 
baTe'toomuchdigni^thag to debate tbdr characters, pro- 
■titBta their takntS) and gire a nnction b^.tbetr nample -to 
Bodes wUch thej Ought to correct. But, if «na moit of 
them Bhoold, there are cartaiBlf nmaj .who. do not, and 
.it n thoM 70a ought to faarpobaeea for compmibiH. 

la it not extraordisary fltat ymt d»idd faQ mto the ytay 
nin^ error in yoar bahatioor, wUch 70D blame b the wri- 
tings of the conic poeii } frost iriiich yon toy one wonld 
Imagine Paiia.wa* peiqded only by penoiis of distlnotiov^ 
These are your coastant tbeme, while those, of your own 
rank escape your notice ; as if Ae ridiculous prejadieet of 
nolHlily had net cost you sufficiently dear to moke -yoa hate 
them for erer ; or that you thought you degraded yourself m 
keeping cninpaar with boaeit ntizens and tradeamen, . the 
mott respectride order of men, perhaps in the whole conDtry. 
It is in rain you eodearour to excuse yourself, in tlutf your 

acquuntaace are thoae of Lord B -: with the assistaace 

■joi these yon n^i^ easily, hare made others of an inferior 
rank. 80 many pe<q>le are desirous lo rise, that it is ^ways 
icaiy to descend ; uid by your own confession, the only wSy 
tA come at the trne nanners of a natiou, is to study &e pri. 
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T«te life of tka most DaDMKH».oid9ruM>Bftli«a; Iratonm. 
fiil,« jour obMrradons to tiiose who only panonatt Ufuined 
cfeuBctcn, b odIj to obMrre the «ctia» of « conpuiy of 
conediaoE. 

I would have your curiosity exertod still tuAti. How 
coines it, thxt, to lo opnlcat a city, tbe poor people ara so 
miserable; while such extreme distrei» is hardly«T«reipni- 
enced among us, wliere, on ttie other hand, we hara na e^ 
amples of immense weoltJi ? Tliis qnotion ii, is my opinkui, 
well wordi your askiag ; but it is not the people yon coSTfine 
with tiiat are to resolte it. It is in the splendid BpartmeDtB 
of Iheiidi, that the novice goes to leorn tlw manners of. the 
world ; but the man of sense and experience betakes himaelf 
to the cottages of the poor.— Theee are the places &tr the 
detection of those iniquitous practices, that in p^te cbdt^ 
are Tarnished orer and hid beneath a spectoua shew of words. 
It is here that the rich and powsrhJ, by coming to the know- 
ledge of the basest arts of oppression, feel for the unh^ipy 
what in public they only affect. If I may bdiere onr old 
officers, yon nil! learn many things in the garrets of a fifth 
floor, which are buried in profbimd silMice at the hotett in. 
the Bubnrbs ot St. Germaius : you will Smd that many fine 
talkers would be struck dnmb, if all those they bare made 
unhappy, were present to contradict their boasted prrtensiona 
to humanity. 

1 know the sight of misery that excites only fmitlMS pity, 
is disagreeable ; and that even the dch turn away their eya 
from the nnhappy objects to wbon they refine retief j but 
money is not the only thing the onfiMPtaiiate stand in need 
of; and they arc but indolent in well-doing, who. can exert 
themielrei only with their pane in their hands. Comobk 
tlon, adTice, concern, friends, protection ; these are all so 
m^oy resources which compai^B pmsts oat to those who 
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■n not rkfi, for mHWoC tiie indigint. Tke <^prMw4 oftoft 
stand in Mad «nif of a tongue to DMik« kaowo tbair com. 
lAuBta! they aftnt want no nore (tea a word thej caattot 
ip«ak, a reason they ara aihaiiied to give, to g^ entranca at 
tte door of agreatmaB, Th'elDtr^daowitenBnceof dltio> 
tereatad virtae m^ renove iofinite obstadai, and Ute «1». 
qfluM^ of a man^of proUty makei eren a tpant tmabte in 
tbe ondat of hit guards. 

If yon would then act as a man, kara to dMcmd again, 
Hanaaityj like a pnra salntary atreain, ftowt always down* 
waida (» iti fcrd ; iertiliiing tlie hnmUe nlet, wMe it 
learec dry tfaoae Iwrren rodu, wliow threatei^g kaadi cait 
a frij^itfnl ihade, or tnmbling headlong down, inTolre the 
plain In mnu. . 

Thus, nv^ friend, may yon make use of tite past conduct, 
l^" drawing tiienee faistnictions for the fntare ; and learn how 
goodness of heart may be of advantage to the n■M}erltaBdfa^: i 
whoever tiTes H^ong people in office, cannot be too oanlioM 
of tha comptiUe maxims they inculcate ; and it is only tlw 
cniatant exersise. of th«r l>ene«alence that can secdre tb^ 
l>est hearts fiem (ke oonta^on of ambition. Try Oiis new 
kind ot stndy^ it is more worthy of yon than (hose yon have 
hitherto adopted : and, beliere me, as the genius is fanpore- 
riahed, in pr<^Kirtidn as the ntnd is corrupted, you will sooq 
find, on the contrary,' how ranch the practice of Tirtue de- 
rates and improves it;, you will experience how much the in- 
terest. yon take in the misfortunes of others will asust yon 
inlracingtheirsDub«e,andwilt thereby learn to escape the 
riees that produce them. 

I ought to take all the freedom with yon that • friend ship 
aatboriies, in the eritinal situation in which yon at present .. 
appear, lest a second step towards debajgctery should plunge 
yo9 beyond recdrery, and that before yon have time to reei^ 
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fleet yvimelf. I .caiaiiot coaceal fromjota, njMeod, bow 
Jamah yMir raadf ' uid lincOre conCeMiob has saBcted me ; u 
I «» teMiblt bow much shame ud ConAtsion it muit iasn coat 
70%. aod fi!ino^eBCia hdw htmiy tbis pidce of ill caaitet 
MOat At optm youw b^art ; an iaToluBtaiy ciima, bowerer, ii 
.Hliilj tbrgireif and ftrgoH. But, for the fature remember 
W^l that majdn, frcHB wbicb I ibaU neirer recede; be who 
ii a second timedeceired oa these occaaioiu, ctumot be nid 
to hare.been dBceired the first. 

Adiea, my friend; b« careful, I conjnre yon, of yonr 
be^tb ; and be Uinred I aball not retain the least remem- 
liraace of a favlt I bave ottce fbrgiTen. 

P. S. — I have seen in the hands of Mr. Orb* tho copiA 
.of lereral of your letters' to Lord B— -■ > which oblige me 
to retract part of thecentnre 1 hire pisatd on die matter sa^ 
XMOner offOKr-obierTationB. Tbesri letters, I nuiit confiesg, 
.treat of important svfagectB, and afipear to be bill of teriow 
«nd jndidoDS reflections. But henae it is Mdeat, that yoa 
^thei treat my consin and me discfeinfnify, or that yon set 
litUe talue on oar esteem, tasendingns lochtritial relations 
as might justl}' forfeit it, while yoa transmit so mncb better 
toyovt friend. It is, in my oplnibn, doing little bononr to 
yonr inttnictions, to thtnlc' your scholars imworthy to adndre 
^Aar talents: for you Ought to-affect, at least were it only 
Ibrough ranity, to think lUcapaUe of: it. 

I own pofitical matters are not proper sulgects for women t 
aod my ancle has tired ns with tiiem 10 iieartily, that I caa 
eamly coDceire yon were afraid of doing so too. . To speak 
freely a)s% these are not die topics I prefer r their atlU^ is 
too fordgn to affect me, and their Arguments too snbtle to 
make any lastjag impresuon. Bound to respect the gorera- 
ment under which it is my (bteto bare been bom, I^vemy- 
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ulf na taxiiiUe to iaqolra vhetkerdive are flo^ better, Ta 

what and siioDid I be iiiitnictedintb»lauMrl«dg»of gomn. 
Ment, who have so little power to eatsbtilii tbera 1 Aod why 
Bbonld I afflict myself with tte contideralMn vt erils toa grcKt 
for me to remedy, when I am Burroanded with otbera that 
arc In my power to redress? Bat, from my love to you, the 
interest I should not take in the subject, I shall take in the 
writer. I collect with a pleasing admiration all the froiti of 
your genius ; and, prondof merit so deserring of my heart, 
I beseech of lore only so msch wit ai to make me relish 
yours. - Refuse me not then the pleasure of knowing and 
Admiring your works of merit. Will yon mertify me so 
-miicfa as to give me reason to think' tha^ if HeSTen should 
ever nnite as, you will not judge yoar companion worthy to 
know and adopt your Bentiments ? 



- LETTER XCin. 

FROM ELOISA. 

Wt, are undone t ^ is diicorered 1 your tetters are gone ! 
they were there last night, and cbnld have been Ukea away 
but to-day. It is my mother : it can,-be nobody else. If 
my fiUher should see them, my life is in-danger. Bat why 
should he not see them, if I must renounce— HeaTens I my 
mother sends for me 1 Whiter shall I fly ^ How shall I sup- 
port her presence ? O that I could hide myself in the centre 
of the earth! I tremble every limb, and am iin^le to more 
one step— theshame, the mortiRcatioD, the killing reproaches 1 
I hare deserved it, I will support It all. But, oh ! the grief, 
the tears of a weeping mother— O my heart, how piercing I 
—she waits for me— I can stay no longer— she vrillknow— 
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M EIOISA. 

Zmnittellberall— Re^anino wtll be dinuissed. Write n* 
more till jrou hmr farther — who knows if eier —yet I might 
— whati decein her! — deceire m^ mother 1— alas! if oar 
■aCety liesia siqtporting a falaelwod, farewell, we are indeed 
uadonel 



LETTER XCIV. 

FROM MRS. ORBE. 

Ob I bow you afflict all those who lote yon 1 what lean 
hare already been shed on your accoont in an tinfortn. 
aate family, whose tranqnilli^ has been disturbed by yon 
alone ! Dread to add to ibeae tears by corering ns with 
monming! tremble lest the death of an afflicted parent 
■liould be the last effect of the poison yon have poured into 
tlw heart of her child, and that your extiaTagant pasnoa will 
at length fiU you with eternal renorse. My friendslnp made 
me support your folly, while it was capable of being nou- 
rished by the shadow of hope ; but liow con it allow a Tain 
ct^ittaBcy condemned by honour and reason, and wMch, 
producing notlung but pain and miafortimej can only deserrc 
the name of obstinacy i 

You know in what manner the secret of your passion, so 
long concealed from the lUBpicioni of my aunt, has been dis> 
covered by your letters. How senribly most such a stroke 
be felt by a tender and Tirtuous mother, less irritated against 
yon tlian aguutt lierself 1 She blames her Mind ne^igence ; 
she deplores her fatal delusion ; her deepest affliction arises 
from her faariog had too high esteem for her daughter ; and 
. her grief lias filled Eloisa with a hundred times more sorrow- 
thau aH ber reproaches, 
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Mf poor conua's dutrcM ■■ not U b« eooMiffld. Noidc* 
can be formed of it witliout seeing bar. Her beut ic«H 
■tifled witli grief, and Ota liolcmce of tbe aenMlions by whick 
it is oppreued, gives an air of stnpidlt]' more tenifjing tlm 
the most (rierciog cries, Sbe conlinaei nigltt and daj by her 
modier's bed, with a moumful look, her eyes filed on tke 
floor, and profonndly silent ; jet serving her with greater 
attention and riTacity than ever ; then instantly rel^Mii^ into 
a slate of dejection, she appears to be no longer the sano 
person. It is very erident, that tbe mother's iUnew supports 
the spirits of hex daughter ; and if an ardent desire to lerre 
her did not give her sb'engtli, the extingmshed lustre of ber 
eyes, her paleness, her extreme gritf, mab me aipfnbnfh* 
she wonld stand in great need of the assistaBce she bestows. 
Uy annt likewise percrives it ; and I see, from the eanHat> 
nesa with which she recommends Eloisa's healdi to my care, 
bow ber poor heart is agitated, and how mnch reason we h»t?'' 
to hate yoDj for distnibtDg snch a pleasing nnivo. 

This anxiety is stiU increased by the care of hiding from a 
{lUsionate father m dangeroni secret, which the mother, who 
trembles for the life of her dsogbter, would cosceal. She 
has resolved to observe in his presence their former &milia> 
rity ; but if maternal tenderness with {deasnre takes adran. 
tage of this pretext, a daughter filled with confusion dares 
not yield her heartto caresses wtucfa she beUeres feigned, and 
which are the more painful, in proportion as th^ would be 
en^i^ng, could she presume to think them real. At the fon^ 
caresses of her father, she looks towards her mother with aa 
air so tender, ood so humble,, that she seems- to say : Ah I 
why am I not still worthy of your lenderaesi i 

In my frequent coDTersatians with the Baroness d'Etange, 
I could easily find, by the mildness of her reprimands, and 
by the tone in wbichsbe spoke of you, that Eloiuhas endM> 



IB QOISA. 

*aui«4, tctbc ntnoet of faerpover, to calm her to9 jait in. 
digottdM, and'thatibo butpitred do p^as'to justify m both 
kt bw own «zp«liGC. Erea yoor letters, beside a riolent pas. 
•IcHjy eontain a klqd of exctise whkh lias not escaped 
her : ahe reproaehcB yon less for alMsuig her confidence, than 
rtedoesberowawealLnewrorpnttingif in yonr power. Sh* 
ha* luch an esteem forjou, as ito believe ttiatno other maa 
jn yenr ^ace would hare mjLde a better resistance ; and 
titet yoDP Iknlts even spring from Tirtne. She now', sha 
iKjrS) perceive* tte vanity of that boasted probity which does 
not secnre a person in love, who Is in other respeds a wtrr- 
titynuBi, from tie guilt of corraptfaig-aTirttiODS ^rl, and 
^rtthont scrapie dufaoncAring a whole &ffllly, td indulge « 
•nomentary madness. Bot to what; pnipo>se do we recnr to 
-what Is past? -our present hnslnen is to conceal, nntEer an 
«Terla9ang reil, this odious mystery ; toefiace, if possible, 
Oe leutvest^ of it,' and to second the jgoodness of HeaTen, 
which has left no ^ririUe proof of your folly. The secret h 
confined to six Safe persons: The tepose of all yon have 
loved, the life of a mother redaced to despair, the honoar 
of'a respectable fltmilyj yonr own rlrtofr, bH these itiH de-. 
pendonyon, aU these ptint oat yoar dnty ; yon may repair 
Ute evil yon have done,- you may render yonraelf worthy of 
Eloisa, and justify her fault, by r^Roonciiig yonr preten^ 
sions. If I am not decrived in my opinion of yonr heart, 
nothing but de greatoesa of such a sacrifice can be equal ta 
the love that renders it necessary; - Relying on the sublimi- 
ty of yovr BetttiMbits, I hare promiiM^ in yonr name, every 
tUng you onght to perform ; dare to nddecelve me, if I hare 
presumed too much on yon r merit, or be now what yon ought 
tahe. It is necessary to sacrifice either yonr mistress or 
yonr lore, and. to show yonrselfAe most ahjec^ or the most 
vfrtuons of mankind. ■ 
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This DDfortdiiate inoUier Tesoived to write to yoa ; ihft 
Aen begHn the paiuful task. . Ofi ! what stabs would her'bik 
ter conipkiiitB hare girea y cu 1 bow wolnd bcr aflectin; re- 
proaches haTe woaaded joai heart i aad her humble entre^ 
tieafuTe fiUod joa witk tfaame ! Ihore torn in (lieoes tfab 
dtttresifBl letter, which joa wohld nerer have beeiLabte to 
mpport. I Gonld not eodara the prepoitenns ^ht of ^ mo. 
Our hiimUingher§eir before the seducer of hardiild: jou 
arewordij, at least, that we shouU not lue meani thttwonld 
isnd a heart of adamafat. Mid drin to the extrames of defjultf 
a man. of nncommou souihill^. > 

Were this the first ^ort ]o*e had demanded from 70a, I 
might doubt of the luccesa, and hesitate as to the degree of 
esteem fOD deserve : but the ucrlfice jaa have made to tbo ' 
honour of Eloiao, by qnittUg this cenhtrf, is a [dedgs of that 
jou arc going to make to her repose, by patting a stop to an. 
useless corresponds ce. The fint. efibrts of lirtue are al- 
ways the moct painfnl, and you will lose the adranta^ of that 
which has coat yon so dear, by obstinately maintaining a nfal 
correqwndence, attended with such danger to her yon lowj 
wittout the least adrantage to either of you ; and which can 
only serve to prolong the torments to both. No longer 
doubt it; it is become absolutely necessary, that this Etoisa, 
who was GO dear to yon, should be foi^tten by the man she 
lored so well : in vain you dissemble your misfortunes; she 
was lost to you at the moment yon left her ; or, rathefi Heiu 
Ten disposed of her, befare she gBTe herself to you ; for her 
father had promised her toano&ar before his return, and yon 
too well know that the promise of that inexorable man is ir- 
revocable. In what maDuer soever you regulate yoor god- 
dnct, your desires are apposed by an iuevitable fate, and yon 
can never possess her. The only choice you hare leftj is 
eitherlo plmge her lato an al^u of misfortnnes and reproach. 



TO ELOISA. 

or to Ironour what yaa have adored, and restore to her, uu 
Btead of the hai^inesi she has lost, at least, the pmdence, 
peacf, and safety of vhich she has been deprived, by her 
fhtal connectlan wif h yon. 

How would yon be afflicted, how wonld you be staag-trith 
remorse, conid yon contemplate die re^ state of my unhijipj 
(lieDd, and the abasement to which she is reduced by remorie 
and shame I How is her Instre tarnished, bow langnid aO her 
gracefiilness 1 How are all her noble and engaging sentugenta 
unhappily absorbed in tUs one pasrion 1 Her friendship Itself 
is cooled ; scarcely does the pArtake of the pleasure I feel 
when we meet: her sick heart is only sensible of love and 
grief. Alas { what is become of that fondness and sensitriltty, 
of that delicacy of taste, of that tender. interest in the pains 
and pleasores of others I SbeisstUl, I confess, mild, genrroDS, 
compassionate i &e amiable habit of doing well caimot be 
effaced, bnt it is only a blind habit, a taste without reflectioD. 
Her actions are the same, bat they are not performed with 
the same zeal ; those sublime sentiments are weakened, that 
dirine flame is ezttnguished, dug angel is now no more than 
woman. Oh ! what a noble mind have you seduced from 
&e path of Tirtne 1 



LETTER XCV. 

TO THE BARONESS D'ETANGE. 
OrEBWHiLHEn with sorrow, I throw myself at your feet ; 
not to show a repentance that tt ont of my power, bnt to Wk 
^ate an iurolnntary crime, by renouncing all that could 
render life a. biesBlng, As no human passion erer equaUed 
thid inspired by ymiF celestial daughter, nerer was there a 
sacrifice eqnal to that I am going to make to the most re* 
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spectable of mothers ; but Eloini luu to« well tug)it me k>ir 
to sacrifice Jutppiaess to daly : sbe bu too conng«oadf nt 
me th« example, for me, at leut in one iiutaaco, not to 
inutate her. Were my blood capable of remoring yoar dill 
tresa, I would shed it in silence, and complain of being able 
to give yon only 90 feeble ft proor of my affectioQ ; bat ta 
break the most sweet, the most pure, the matt sacred bond 
that erer united two hearts, is, alas ! tui effort which the 
whole onirerse could not oblige me to make, and which yon 
alone could obtain. 

Yes, I promise to lire far- from her, as long as yon re- 
qaire it : I wUl abstain from seeing and writing to ber ; this 
I swear by your precious life, so necessary to the preser- 
TatioD of her's. I submit, not without horror, but witbont 
munnnring, to whatever yon condescend to enjoin her and 
me. I will even add, that her happiness is capable of alien* 
sting my misery, and that I shall die contented, ifyon^TC 
-her a husband worthy of her. Ob ! let him be found, and 
let him dare to telt me that his passion for Eloisa Is grester 
than mine ! In vain may he hare every thing that I want ; 
if Jie his not my heart, he has nothing for Eloisa ; bnt I have 
sniy this honest and tender heart, Alas ! I have nothing 
more. Iiove, which levels all, exalts not the person ; it 
eleratee only the sentiments. Oh 1 had I dared to listen to 
mine for you, how often would my lips have pronounced the 
tender name of mother in addressing yon ! 

Deign to coofide in oaths, which shall not be vain, and in 
a man who is not a deceiver. If I ever dishonour your es- 
teem, I must first dishonour myself. My unexperienced 
hieart knew not the danger, till it was too late to fly : I had 
not then learned of your daughter the cruel art she has since 
taught me, of conquering love withits own weapons. Banish 
your fears, I conjure yon. Is there a person in the world 
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71' ELOISA, 

to wlwiD hev repoao, lier felicity, her bononr, is defter thu 
it is to me ? No, my wori and my lieart are securities for 
the engageraeBt into which I now enter, botli in- my own 
mme, uidia-tilat of my torely friend. Aestire yourself Uiat 
no m<BscreetJ^|irrd shall ever pass my lips, and tb&t I will 
btreatlie my last sigli witb<iut dirulgiag the eauie of my death. 
Calm, therefore, tiiat affliction whictt conBomes you, and 
which adcb infinitely to my sufferings ; dry up the tears that 
pierce my Tery Boal ; try to recorer yonr hedth ; i<esfore to' 
the most affectionate daughter the world erer produced the 
happiness she has reaonnced for yon : be happy ;. lire, that 
she may value lif» ; for, regardless of our misfoirtnaes, to be 
the moUier of Eloisa is still sufficient cauie for happiness. 



LETTER XCVI. 

TO MRS. ORBE. 

Witk the preceding LeUfr inclosed. 

There, cruel friend '. is my answer. . WIihi yon read it, 
if you know my heurt, you will burst into tears, unless 
your's has lost Its sensibility'; but no longer overwhelm me 
with that merciless esteem which I so dearly purchase, and 
which serves but to increase my torture. 

Has your barbarous hand then dared to break the gentle 
union formed under your eye, even almost from infancy, 
a))d which your friendship teemed to share with so much 
pleasure ? I am ndw as wretched as you would Itave me, 
and as there is a possibility of being. Da you conceive all 
tde evil you have done ! Are yon sensible that yon have torn 
itte from lay soul ? that what I have lost is beyotid redemp- 
tion, and that it is better to die an hundred dnket, than not 



ELOISA. 7Sr 

AUm forest* otlHr-} V^doyoa.vQpAe bkivinM».)a(> 
ElcHHi ? can she be I»pp7 vitbont contentment ? W^d*- 
jmnnettttoD tiu fUil^ al berndtfac* ^ ak t mUt k UmBh 
titmnaOKt}} of Biliey •C]WHr%'iirbar^si&dif.i:iiihafcUfhB' 
euMeacs «f <ili« wbab.woiUf to4lMddightiBl«snMlidnby> 
#liudi: <M 'WeM nnitea ? O whwlsis ^nd anrsgCt vbtaBJ- 1 : 
obey 4liy nBneaning vxrioe. X «bb«r ftee,ririHl« i ikaaiM.- 
aU.1u:% 4ict!«tH.i :WiwtKTailtliyTaf(ic«asalMianB.i«HMti 
t|K diftftsrfal pj^iiiu of the 8«nl ? Go,.lhM-«]illniJM'af> 
the Dahappf, thou ■oB^Bemst'tojiajpaeBt tfa^niaovy^ b^ 
depnring than <<tf the reioarces whiclt fortune offinvi Yrt I 
ohRJ"; fttfl, crwd friend, I obef. IwiU bcMme, if.p9Hifale^' 
at inaeBiilile and sange a» yentitU. I w'il forfct crerT'thiBg 
npcw euth:tbat wu dwr tp m^, t wiUno iougeriieatm- 
pronamce Glo.iM*i iMt»e, art jotirt. I^vtUnomon vmiII' 
thdr insiqiportaldorannnbranOK AniioOsajUeKX^isiittoll'. 
rage shkll praservo meSntmich'ti&ttQitiaa,' ^li^ify-tibti' 
itinBcf-shBtl^tapply the pbweof oooragoi-I haTO-pMUttaB" 
d«uly<rorwr -KiKibllitf;- It wer^ better-'' to .Mioiiwe inf»^ 
msntf itidr. ' ■-'■.;('■ 



tET*fift XCVIf. -..;-' 

. . FROM MKS. ORBE, f . .. V. 

' Yoos letter ifl indeed extremely padiedc ; butft^ivfatv 
mach lore iod virtue in your condaetj that it r&ee94)e Ufc. '' 
terneu of your compbuntsj yim are n> geaeTm»iiMtl\iim^ ' 
not the conA^ toqturrel with yon ;' for iriMtercrextrni. 
ganrles we may commit,- itve are still capable of sacTilM^g ' 
aUtbat is dear fo-ni, tre-deierre pTaiiefi^erthan reprOaiA ; 
Aerefore, notvHbstaodin^ your abuse;- Joil BeVe^ #a8 io> ' 
Voi. II, E 
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Amw (o ine as nnm 7«a have nodft me- m tiaSfy seuiEda of. 
yoor werth. ■ , 

Rctnra tkanks to that viitne jok balkrve 70a kate, aad 
vUch doei more for yoa than eren joor love. Hki* n not 
ose of-'na, not even my itlnt, whom yon Iwt« notgaiiMd b^ 
a ncrifice, die rUue «f wblch At well knowi, 8ha contd 
not read jinir letter witbo&t melting into t«an : ibftJwdeTeR 
the imikaeit to ihav it to her daoghter. ; bnt poor Eloiia's 
eodtaronrs, while she read it, to stifle her Hgte Mtd learij 
qnite orercaine b«r, ud >he ftiated away. 

Tlus tender mother, whom jomr. letten had gnmUy ■ 
affiKted, bfiginato perctsTe, . from erery drcwnaUnce^ that 
year heart* are of a (aperior moatd, and that th^ an dii. 
tingnidwd by a nataral sympathy, wUch neither tmi« aor 
hanao dforto viU ever be able to eSue. She wko ataadi n 
sacfa need of Consolation, would heiaetf (reeJy console h^ 
dai^hter, if prudenoe did not restrain her ; and I aee ker 
too ready to become her eoafidant, to fear that aha can bo 
aagiy wiOt me^ Yesterday I heard her say, even befero 
EtolM, peritapk a littte lu^screetiy, " Ah ! if.it only de- 
pended on me \" — and though she said no more, I perceirrd^ 
by a kiss which Eloisa impressed on her hand, tliat she too 
well understood her meaning. I am even certain that she 
wai sereral limes incKned to speak to her inflexible husband ; 
bnt whether the dai^r of expodng her daughter to the fury 
of an enraged lather, or whether it was for fear of be^lf, 
\imt timidity has hitherto kept hfr silent ; atid her illneia in- 
creaaes so fcst,. th^ I am afraid she will nerer be aUe to 
exocnte her half-performed resolution. , 

Howover, notwithstanding the fiuilts of which you are the 
cause, that integri^ of keart, n^le in your mntutU aflee> 
tioB, has giTen h^ snch an opinion of you , that she confides 
in the promise yon hare both made, of diseontianing f onv 
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corrMpwideace, ind hu not tiken any pncuittoti to ban 
her dcnghter nora dowly mtcbed ; indeed, if Elmn makes 
aa ill retain to Iwr confidence, she viU no longer be worthy 
of lNT«fbctIon. Ton wonld both deterre the tevereit treaU 
ment, If yon were capable of deceiving ttie brat of modien, 
■nd of abating her eateen. 

I ahall not endeormir to rerire In yonr mind the hopes 
wUch I mjMAf do not entertdn ; bnt I would ifaow yon, 
(bit the mwt honeat is also the wi§e>t part, and that, if yon 
hare any reiource left, it i« in Ae sacrifice wlricb reason and 
hoBonr require. Hoth«, relatiou, and frlendi, are now 
ail for yon, except the father, who wiU by this method be 
gained orer, if any tliJng can do it. Whaterer imprecations 
yon may ntter in the moment of despair, you have a hundred 
times proted to us, that there is no path mere sure of leading 
to happiness than that of virtue. Therefore, resume your 
Govrage, and be a man 1 he yourself. If I am well ac 
qnainted with your heart, die most cruel manner of loring 
EAotsa wonld be by rendering yourself anwmthy of her. 



LETTER XCVIir. 

FROM ELCHSA. 

Sn it no more 1 my eyes have seen hers closed tor ever ; 

my lips hare rec«Ted her last sigh ; my name was the last 

word she pronounced ; her last lotric was fixed on me. No, ^ 

it was not life she lewwd to quit; too Httle-had I known 

how to render that Taloable * From me alone she wag torn. 

She saw me wiAont a guide, and void of hope, overwhelmed 

by my misfortunes and toy crime : to her, deatii was nothing ; 

she grieved only to leave her daughter in sndi a state of 

lahtry. She had bnt too inacb rsason. What bad she to 

E2 
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ngiet on earfli 1 Wbat conU. thete ,be k^re below, iiL hf t 
eye, worth, th« immortal prize' o( patiencsuid Tuine,- re. 
senffd for her ia a. better worldi :What.Jiad ehetodq-.on 
earth, . but to lament, m^ ' shame ? 0^ I n^st facoaipmlaim 
woman ! tlum now dwellest in the abode of .glor; and felir 
cityl thou livest; wbibt I, given up to repentance asd - 
despair, deprived for, ever, of lb; care, of thy coniuel, of 
thy street caresses, am dead to bappiness, to peace, 'to at, 
nocence! Notiuogdo I feel but. thy louj aotbiug .do J> see 
bnt af. reproach:, my life is onlj pain and grief. Obi 
nq'.dear^ my tender mother ! alas ! I am more dead than 
(])oa art ! . . . 

Good God I to whom. do J shed these tears, uid vei^ these 
sigiai The,cniel maii>who caused them, I make my con. 
fidantl With him, who has r^nder^d ny life anhappy,. I ; 
date, to deplore my misfortDnes J Yes, yes, bajcbarouR .as 
' you are,,. share the torments you have made me- safler. Y^a , 
fQr,wbom I htiTe pli^ged the poniard into a mother's bosom, 
tremble at the misfDrtunes you hare occasioned, and shnddtrr . 
with me at the horrid act you ha?e committed. To what eye 
dare I presume to appear'as 'despicable as I really am ? Be> 
fore whom sliall i degrade myself to the b^nt of my remorse I 
To whom, but to the accomplice of my crime, cao 1 suffi- 
ciently make it known ? It is my'lastf^portable punishment 
to have iu> accuser bat .my own heart, apd to «ee .altribated 
to the goodness of tnydiqioutipD the impvre te»s that flow. 
froQi a bitter repentanccF. I- saw, I trembling, sav, 0», 
ppisqnova sorrow .pat a period to the life of voj nnjian? 
Qotber. In Taiii .£d her fi^.far nte pnevent her <sonfttssiug , 
it;. in Tain she affected to attribate the prt^jress of her illness 
to the cause by wl>>di it was ^rodqced ; in vain was my cousin ; 
indnped to talk in thf same strain. Nqtbiog co)ild deceive . 
a.heact toni with re^et; afld, to my^ bating tormfat, 1 - 
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Aall cany to 107 tomb tbe frigktfnl idea of hariiig ihartened 
ber life, to whom Lau ihdebUd for iif-bm. 

O tbon^ whom Heareu in its ancei raised up to render me 
gmitf and onhappy, for the last time receire iato tbj boMjn 
tibetearstiUro'hastoccaaioDed t I come not, as formerly, to 
' Mntr^ Wfdt Aee'tKe j^rief that ought to be mntnal.— These are 
'de%i{^ of a last adko, which escape' from me in spite of 
inyiieir. If is'done : the empire of love ii sobdued in a soul 
condemned w&blly to despair. I will coosecrate the rest of 
my dajsiia ' lamentation for the best of mothe'rs. To her I 
win sacrifice that passion which was the cause of her death ; 
S^iiij- shall I'be, If die painful conquest be sufficient to ex- 
-|dkte'inf gidit \ Oh ! if her immortal mind penetrates into 
'tbe bottom of my heart, she will know that the sacrifice I 
make is not entirely nnworthy of her ! Share with me. then, 
an effort which yon hafe rendered necessary. If yon have 
any respect remaining for the memory of an union once so 
'dear and fatal, by that I conjure ybti to ffy'frbm me for erer ; 
no more to write to me j no more to aggrarate my remorse ; 
but soiBer meto forget, If possible, our former connection. 
' Majrniy eyes never iehold you more ! may I nerer more 
i'l^u yoirr mune' pronounced ! may'the remembrance of yon 
aeTer more agitate my mind ! I dare still entreat. In the 
-nainie'ofthit love which bngbt never to have existed, that to 
'BO diany causes of grief you add not Qiat of seeing my last re- 
quest despised. Adieu then for the last time, dear and 
only— ^^ Ah! fool that I aid— adieu for ever I 
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L.ETTER XCIX. 

TO MRS. OEB£. 
, At lait the T«il is rent ; tba 1<h^> UlitdoD ii TUuriitd ; wO 
mj flattering hopes are extingniilMd ; nothiog ii leftto.fccd 
(he etenwl flame, bat a bitt«T yet {^eating remeiAnBCey 
irhich sopporti my life, and noariihei my tmMnti wiA tiw 
tain recolbcdon of a bapfHneu that is now no more. 

Ii it then trne diat I hare tasted lapreme felicity ? Am I 
the ume being; vhese happineii was once so perfect } Conld 
mny onebeiuKeptibleof snch.tormenti^ wlio wa* not downed 
to eternal misery i Can he who has enjoyed (be blenlnga I 
have lost, be deprired of felicity ud iti)] exist 7 And can 
incbcontraiy sensationi affect the Mm« mind ? O ye glotbxu 
and happy days, snrely ye wen ImmortaM ye irere too 
celestial ever to perish ! yonr whole dnntjon wmi one eon- 
lioned emtncy, by which jq were converged like eternity 
into a single point, I knew n«ther of past nor futniCf aad 
I tasted at once the delights of a thouand ages. AUa I ye 
are ranished like a shadow 1 Alt etuni^ of happwuaa was 
bat an instant of my lite, lime now retnraes his tardy pace, 
and slowly meatnres the sad remains of my eiiatenoe^ 

To render my distreu still more bunpportaUej ny in- 
creasing affliction it cmelly aggravated by the loss of all that 
was dear to me. It is possible. Madam, that yon Still havn 
some regard for me : bat yon are bnsied by other cases, and 
employed in other duties. These my complaints, ta whicb 
yon once listened wlti) concern, are now indiscreet. Eloisa ! 
ElfHsa benelf discoarages and ahajidons me. GkMny re. 
morse has banished love for ever. All Is changed with respect 
tome, except the steadftstnesB of my own heart, which serve* 
but to render my fate still mora dreadfu). 
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ELOISA. 79 

fiat to wlut pBTpoM h it to Hj vtat I an, nd iriiatj 
oagU to b« I Eloin raffen 1 ii it k time to think of kjwM i 
Iter Mrrow addi UttencM to mine. Yet, I End n&9t Ae 
wottld cease to lore me, and that A» wen tappy^CmMe to 
lore wl gan iVe^hope it? — narer, navar |— ^— rSka bu 
indeed fbriM me to lee or write to her. Alas I ihe KSwim 
. the lamfiiilti, but never can the torment! Slwnld the loii 
of a tender motter depriTe ker of a itill mare tender Mend i 
Doea Aa: thkJt to ^erkte ber grieft try mMiBljiBS hm mil- 
fortuMS I O km 1 can nature be reranged onjjr at iky as- 
•pann? No, no; in vain.Aa preteadsto fiirgetiMh Can 
her tender lieart ever be leparated from mine { Do I not 
lalainitHspito of keradf? Are Benutibui lika tboao we 
■Imn eq^rienced to Im Affgottmi, and can th^ be rnmcm- 
bend wUhont feaUBg Cbent ttiU? TriBm(riuuit Ioto waa the 
. bnB0'jof her Micitf ; and Utilng eonqaered her. panion, ihe 
--wHl-«nlr'b«1hvmere«letWTiMf«f .p^. Hcrd^g KiU.iMU 
iBrformr, twia«)M at once Itj Tain r«gret and vai* dtdres, 
wiOmtf erar bwi« able to faU the Qbligationiatiarar lore 
•rviitne. 
So not imaghw, bowawr, Outt in con^laining of hw enwra 
. I oeaae to rcv««t tiif m. AAei to manj laciifices, it i» too 
late lor. me to begin to dkobey. Since she commandi, it. is 
raScient ; , i^ ihaU bou of soe na mora. Ii »j fcte h«w 
»ffi«i^tt^ drwwifnl i Ranoonce ay EloiM 1 yei, bnt that 
ii net the chief cavae at wj deapab ; it ii for her I feel tbe 
ItMD^ frngi J . and hw miiforfnnet render ma more miae- 
raUathaaBy.flwil. Ton, whom she lorei more than, all the 
world, and who, next to me, are beit acqaainted wth hf r 
worth ; jon, my amiable (Head, are die onlf bletslDg >he faa> 
left : a blewing w raloiUite aa to render tiie Iom of ^ the 
re*t mpportriile. B« jon her recmnpence for the comforti 
of which A» It dqwired, and for thoM also which ihe rqecti : 
E4 

i),,-..i\.Goo'^lc 



« 80 'EIOISA. 

'.IM'BT'sJMvedrMdDMip'siipifly'af oate tlfc 'tebdefttetf-'of « 
pu^and'xltvdr, :itiyA4iii&i&tariBg n«>)r'ccnMSa)d<m Ijmt 
--iORjncUititoilto taher hapfHiaifc. 'Qh'! letHa ^happy^'it 

TT^GrnvrAfr^eKcvof-mindof wfcidtl, alasl Inrve- rbbbed ket : 
'{-Atf'lteil be'leu-KDHbU of UKtontent <(>%U(&»1 dm 
'«iaoai'ed. Since-ih my o%B^5«l I na Agdun^; Maw 41 ii 
~ llijrAite toptanny lift In'dyiag-for )i^ ; let -lier tv^rd'-Be 
-W«lMndy4^: Iflmi^iifiad; ifttii^idebirill'ada to ber 
-tmnqniHily, H«BTMr grantj llwt fey !j>«ni! 1&i3bmij she 
'-Bi«7 li«r«rtored to JwHCwrimr exetUenc^j ■iid"'ber AnmeT 
''luFfuMis.: •■ ■ -' ""•--■ ■•■■■: ]-'■':-.■■: 
•■■■ l^Hlppydsnghter t'filas/ tI:^'^Birtlver'is-0(i:iiK«*i!::ttffiJ9 
-■-tamtliAieailnWfce'Nii»i»d,-Bnd ftr nithtdif u tpag nwke . 
- wpRWctealiArMir, -lAe can Btirerbe eqwika: '<H«p4dbHHM 
"SHtfctMiee mpiIreB trfhet tfilB.4ea]: and abAer mABerj^iid 
'•<Bii'*hc-iDottdreadfaLTO«owe4ri B M rf l!irbflr»rtftcHwrr'<> 
rffi«>Mt mtghtetttkMit«>feeltfe«MtWriH(FeHntitkltl1>'^!a»a 
'^wWVH^'Fvltiii^ss.of tb«sic]liie»aad of tkw'ihnt noMMts 

«f that unfartunate parent ! I entreat, I conjure ftni to (fell 
-lH««rtait> Wight to IwliflTd. U tOagaSHf^'-imv^Tf^eKtt 
'^^Ikpiictf rtf'Oftr (#iWei''ltHy& be«a!tb6 Jontaeof hn!:dttaA, 
" i^ftT«i»0'iHAHterS'nn'worf1irf -of'«9tlgtMB;«';<'k»d.It«iret«'s 
''<ktaMe't!tlttie^to tUAkof'io'fttal^Kfi^nioir'i-oIr^ lt1»ta^inen 
3'ftcifak-te'ttTeV Bnt,«6;- I 'OMixit ttM^Vfr^h^ttft-'^rtfa 
"ffi^tAuld produce Bdcli balefbl' elfecli. Ssrety, tBe Un- 
-tiiitt<MsofloTeai«tooAOl)t«. 'GahH«m«n3»'lN$a9ff''Aw] 

eoiM'Mie, irtaonaetfifioed-lieT It^pineN-tuAaauaMlJofbcr 
-Hfe, ^erdesekretotntbeDahtteofb^rdetftli'? / 
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THS ANSWE*. . 
' How un I ceue ia lore yon, #bet] ttj tttean tat jtm b 
fda3]riBBr«Miog J Howcan I rtifawyii b ctiB a , wMbtyoatte 
fMirng «Tjer7 dajr more worthy of 1D7 repuA ? No, aty 
^WE, mji excellent friend! what we were to Mch-o^riB 
Mdjiifc^ we ahsU coatiBiie to be for erer ; bbcI If oar matul 
'aMudnwit no loader increans. It is becAiwe it cannot be 
'inci^ued. All the differease.il, tkat 1 Iken lored you M 
jBiy blather; and ttetaow. I love j'oats my MB; fortbough 
-we are botLyem^ec than yoa, and were Mm you- Bckolan, 
IluiiWia.io&BnMisie'caiilideFyoauonn. In teaoMngM 
to Aink, yon liare le&mt of w Mnribility ; -and whaterer 
jont En^h [^losopSer may ny, Qiia cdncation i» more 
nUnable than the otbec : if it is reaion Aat comdtntcs the 
-jaa^ h is KsiitMlity thatccndocts htm, - 

Wonld jon know, why I have ^changed- my condacttawaith 
.yaiii .Itifl'no^ beiiere me, becaase my heart il not still flre 

I ; hnt beduue yoar litaetian la changed. I' fkronred 
yavT patnon while there remained • tin^ ray of htipe ; bnt , 
.tinoe, by«&atinatdy continuiDg to aspire to Elcusa, yon can 
.only make her^unhf^ipy ; to flatter your eipectaUont wonld 
ho to iqnreyOBk — I had eren rather ^crease* your dis- 
.eontent, and tjiu render yoa less deserrlng of my com. 

ioB. When the h^dnets of both become impossible, 
Ml Aat is left for a hopeless lorei^ is to tacitfee his own to 
that of the object hflOTtld. 

Thiij.my generous frieod, yonbave performed in'tbe 

painful sacrifice d^t erer was made ; bnt, by renoun. 
-oing Eioisa, yon will porohaae he^ repose^ Aoogh at the ex. 

' pence of yodr own. , 

E< 
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*i SIJCHSA. 

I du« HATce repeat to yon the ideu that occur to me oa 
this subject ; but they ue ftwigbt With conioUtioB, and that 
•mboldcDS me. In the first place, I beliere that trae lore, 
U well Bi virtue, has thij advantage, that it ii rewarded hj 
every sacrifice we-make to it, and that we in some measore 
Mjoy the printHAu we impoie on onneWes^ in the very idea 
of what they cost di, and of t&e molhei by which we were 
Indaced. Yon will te^ sensible that yonr loVe for Eloisa wat 
In proportion to her merit ; iod tiiat will increase your h^ 
.pJiKss. The exqnUte EelT-lore, which knows how to re^ 
adiaoi«fefrompainAtl*lrtaa, wBl mingle its charm with that 
of love. You will say to yourself, I know how to liore, with 
a pleasore more durable and more delimle than even poa- 
sessioD itself woald bare afforded. The latter wean' out the 
passion by constant enjoytntat ; bnt the oAer lasts for ever ; 
and yoB will aSU eiqoy it, eren when yon ceaie to lore. 

Berides, if what Eioisa and yoa hare so often told me b* 
. trne, that love is the most deOght&tjieosation that can entw 
Into the hnuan heart, every tiling that prolcmgs and fiiei it, 
. even at the expence of a thousand vezationi, i> still a blestbg. 
If love is a dolre that ii increased by obstacles, as you still 
iay, it ou^t never to be saSsfied ; it is better to preserve H 
at any rate, than that it attonid be extioguiBhed iu pleasure. 
Your pasrioD, I ciHifess, baa stood tlie proof of possession, 
of time, of absence, and of dangers of every kind ; it has 
conquered every obsbcle, except the most powerful of aU, 
that of having nothing more to conquer, and of feeding on^ 
nn itself. The world haa never seen flie passion stand tUs 
proof ; what right have yon then le hope that yours wonld 
have stood tita test i Time, which mJght have joined to the 
diignit of a long posBessinn tfee progress of age, and the de. 
dine of beauiy, seems by your sepaiatlbn fixed and motimU 
less in yoni fitvonr ; yon will be always to each otlter in the 
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EIOISA. S3 

Uoom of your jMn } yoa will iBoemDtly *«e Iwr, u ibe 
«u whan jov belwld ber at puiiiv ; and yonr liearts, noiUd 
eT<n ta the xraTe, will pralong, bj a dwrmiDg illuioa, yaar 
^ntl( uid your lore. 

Had jon never been haf^, you might have been tormented 
I7 imormoaatable inqoietudei ; your heart ^oi^t hare panted 
after a felicity of which it wu not unworthy ; your warm 
imagination would, Itave inceuantly required that which yon 
hare not obtained. Bat Iotc has no delighti whidi you 
have not tuted, and in your own ityie, you hare exhanited 
in one year the pleamrei of a wboJe life. Remember the 
pasiiona t e letter you wrote after a certain raih interview. I 
cead it with an emotion I had never before aaperienced : it 
had no traces of the permanent itate of a truly tender heart, 
but wai filled with the lait delirium of a mind inflamed with 
passion, Mid i^atosicated with pleesnre. Yoi< jrownelf pay 
jvidgfi that aifch traniporti are not to be twice experienced in 
this life, and ^hat death ought immediately to succeed. This, 
my friend, wa* the summit of all; and whatever lore or for. 
tune might bave done for yoq, yovr passion and your felici^ 
must have declined. That instant was also the hcj^nnii^ of 
yoar disgrace, and E^sa was taken from yon, at the mo- 
ment when she coald inspire no new sensatiom, , as if fate 
intended to secuje yoar passion from being exhausted, and 
to leave, in the remembrance of your past pleasures, a 
pleasure more sweet than all those yon coold now have ea- 
joyed. 

Comfort yonr»eIf then with the loss of a ble«sing that wonid 
certainly havf escaped yon, and would besides have deprived 
yon of tliat you pow possess. Happiness and love wonld have 
vanished at once ; you liave at It^ preserved that passion, 
and we un not witb^nt pleasure, while we continue to lore. 
The idafof aatJ^aiiM love is m^re. tcrrifyipg 4o a tender 
B 
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he&rf, thnifliKt«ffiiiiinlnp[^flftmb; and'ta-ftel ajfegost 
tbr lAttt WepokMM Is ibihnndrod^Udie* -wone tlun regrfe^ng 

If die reproubea made yon by my affltcted co^h', on ttet 
^fh of Iter motlter, wentt^&moded, Hi^ cniel4«m«Q. 
%niDC« IroUld, I coirfeu, paUen ^t of your 10t«j %hicb 
toii^ltt-br.eiter.to'W deB^royed Ky. »o- fctnl an idiSi ; Imt gire 
ta6'credit Idher t[nef. ; it .deceives her-;* Or tafbnr the canse 
to VlliCb^ she would ascribe her SDiiroir is "Obly a pret^ce tv 
JHttify its excesR. Set tender nHndiralvKf sin ffcaf that her 
Miction ift not Bilfficiehtly severe, and the -feeb a. l&id dl 
^leaHire in adoiig Mttemen to her diBfrms^ bat she certiunly 
ImpMes bn heMelT ; the «antJot be Sidcere, 
'' Do yoD fhink' ^ could support the. dreadfu] remorse fitie 
*frould feel, if she itnilf beSered she liad'riiBTt«iied bet mo. 
thef^'B life ? No, no,' my friend, she would not Ifien-ireep, 
jAe would have sank *idi her into Qie grare. The Barone» 
d'Gtaitge's disease is well iLhown ; it was a dropsy of th* 
pericardiiUnj wblchwas iMnrable, and her life wudespaised 
cf, eTcn f^oreshe^ had diteovered your i»icrespondeBt:e: I 
owli^lt affltcted hei" much, but she had- great eonscdt^n. 
flow comfortatde was it to tbat'teinder mother to see, 'itUtC 
khfr lamented the fault of b«r daught^!, by how many Tirtnd 
IfwaecmUtterbalanced, and to be .forced td admire the dig* 
tii^of herwd, while she lamented the weaknefii of nature^ 
How pleasing to perceivjB witii what affection she Ibr^tfer 1 
Such indefatigable zeal I Such continual solicitude !■ 9ti^ 
grief at faBving offended her ! What regret, whatlears, what 
aSecfing caresses, what aaweariad seasibility 1 In the eyes 
tlf the daughter were liable all- tit6 moAer's mdermgl s H 
was she who serred ber in ihe day, and watched her }tf 
night ; it was from her hand that she reeeired ev«ry sssiN 
tUcerytm-mndd'ha^aonght-lttr^BMtovtker BMea; &r 
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-IH niMt p^nlDl fOTfice*, eatiMti nb .tuigat, asd Uw iatM. 
''pfdiCy -of^lNir scml fl^in«d fb'bHTe smatod her ■. aev fcadj. 

'.WAS6tMy«Anre, .ud7«tinrelf Mtbtr.; dw «u ^^arpetn- 
' kAJ'-0& l|«--bnMl>7 4k b«d,' iridr bn> lipa ^eUed to Ifer 
"owdte^^ hUd^' brirraSiBg- betr Waen aHA herowii Airfnr- 
"taacB, '«nd' vo^tmi^ag- tliMe two HtnlitiMil, ia oidto to 
'incraage. W sSMioB.' InefCT amrkaj pefMn «Bf«r ay 
■BitnfsehaiitlMr'dDringrdieiutdaijrg, iridioat being mbred artn 
'totecfffttliSa^iaKWl^M^diig spectacle^ to beliiM iwti beuti 
'iporei^a^imMtiig,' at tiK^nTj momtat whtm they yn^^ to 
-fie toni unBtkr; ItiiwraMe tUM Jbgir-tHdycaim^r u. 
gniRhiinU HM* MpusUbB^ . nd ilhit to liw w die valid hwe 
bees tndiffeMni to eWwr,' conld t^ ha«« raiaiBod M deu 
' parted together. 

So filr from kdo^tigr £!•■»>■ gtoomj Um^ ' ubht* you^- 
-Mlf^ tHt every tUHgtimt'cQidd be hoped to fralm hnan 
'ndftance' and conioUtian, ha^ ' ea her ptot^ ooncanndto 
Tetard the pTogrew <ta Iw aotei^l dlBewe, aad that bit 
. tendernest aitd ■ <are hare mdoiditidly pmerred her loB^er 
with US than ihe woold odierwise hue coatnined. Hy etdt 
Venetf hae tola me a hiitHbvd titen that het lactdayiwere 
tin sWe^bMoC her Jife, snAtliattho fa^piaeHaf iier daig^ 
ter VH tbee^P tfafpg wBsdng'to ooaiplete^her owB. , ■ ''. 
i I( ^tbrf nt^t ItB' aufifwaed in:any d^ree to hane faasteoed 
her <dblo)«tku^ ittetteialy BpraAg^roia another wnrae. it 
lito^hoT'lnibaid'ltoaf^ to beascrtbecL ficiog oatoiid^ 
inconet«nt^ Jie landed dil fireof i6a jKwthoaa. thooHBkd 
objifcta in&Dtely iteH pleasihg thaai his Tirtaoiiff wife j aal 
wben:aga.biwii^ him bade to her, hft'trcated horwlth thii 
M4i«iiUe -ieMTitj* wii^wfaiofa feithlcu bartiaadB aro aiko^ 
toned i6ig^nnife:teir4mlts. My.p«or,caiwiBhiisMttU 
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■ neas of dispoBitiaii wUch Dothing can ercr lofteB, IwTe pra- 
. . dveed your niEfortaiwi and ben. Her mother, wlio bad 
alwayi s regard for 7011, and who discovered EloUa'i lore 
< iriien U was too mhot to be exfiagniabed, had loif lecretly 
bemoaned the misfortuiM of not being able to conquer nther 
- the indinationa of hcv dughter, or the obitinacy ^ ber 
' hmband, and of being the fint cause of an evil whicb sho 
-. could not micdy. When your latters unexpectedly fell Uto 
her hands, arid she foond hoar br yon had miaased her con- 
fidence, she was ahaid of loaii^ tH by endoavoaring to save 
all, and to hasaid the lifeof her child in attenptiiig to restore 
ber hoBonr. She sereral times aotuided her. hniband without 
. taccesB. a* oft«i reaolred to Tcntme an entim confidenoe 
, io Um, and to ahow turn the fall extent of his dntjr ; bat sbe 
was always restrained by her timidi^. She hsutated while 
-it was in her penrer ; and w^cn she woald hare toldbpi, she 
was no kmgcT able to speak ; ber straugtb tUlrd ber, she 
carried the fatal secret with her to the grare ; and I who 
.know his KBSterity, withoat baring the least idea t>o« &' >t 
may be tempered by uatn^ affection, am satisfied, since 
EUisa's life is in no danger, 

AU this sbe knows ; bat yon will ask, what I tUakofher 
■apparent remorse ? In answer to which, I nnst tell job, 
Oat lore n more ingranons dwn abe. Qrercoae wiA grief 
fertimlossof her mother, she wenkl willfaigly forget yon ; 
andr in spite of hesaelf, lore dUtorbs her conscience, in 
arder to bring yon to her mnaoiy. He ehmisss that her 
team ^nld h« OMnected with the olgeet of her pasakm ; 
tat she, not daring to employ her thoaghts diractiy oa yoa, 
he deeetres her Into it under the husk of repeatanee : thna 
be imposes m bar with so moch ar^ that sbe is wilGng tm 
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Your heartnqr peihapt'be igooMat of nek rabterftrgMr, 
but they ate nbt ths l«ii natanl ; for tbooi^ year pasrioa 
msjr be cqul in degree, ' it> natnre il rrry diflerent; T««i> 
b warm and Tiolent, lien soft and teoder ; yo«r tematfaM 
are bmtbed torOi witii Teheaaence, bat ben retort npoo 
benelf, andpierceherTery inmost lonl. Love animates and 
gnpports yaar hearty wkQit hers li oppressed and dejected 
with its weight ; all its springs are relaxed ; her strength Is 
gone ; her eonrage is extlngnlshed ; and her Tlrhie hu lost 
its poww. Ber hert^e fiuddea ar» not bowierer ■onihSated, 
but SBSpended : a nomentarj crfals aoj restore tten to didr 
fall Tigoar, or totally destroy their «zislenc& One stip 
lartker hi this gloomy path, and she is lost ; btft If h^ is. 
comparable soul should recover henelf, she will be greater, 
more heroic, more rirtBows'ttaB ever, and there will be na 
danger of a relapse. Leam, then. In this perHotts dtnatloB, 
to rerere the object of yonr lore. Any thing that ibonld 
come from yon, though it war* apdnt yourself, would at 
fills time prove nortaL If you are determined to permit, 
your triumph will be cert^ ; but you will never posMii th» 
tame Eloisa. 



LETTER CL 

FROM LORD B . 

I ^AD some pretensktns to your friendship ; yon vere Ii*> 
come serviceable to me, and I was preparedto meet yoa. 
Bnt what are my preten^ns, my necessities, or my eager- 
ness to you i You have foi^t me ; you do not even deign 
to write to me. I am not ignorant of your s<^tude, nor of 
yoar discreet design : yw are ir«»y «f «uit«BGC. Kethn^ 
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,lnitia'th;)afit.moRrat(^ i^iumbeii iliat Oon liart, 'sbuig tiie 
(M^'of tbyqiocnre friend viAiherffiectionof^TiagxeiCTOd 



■ ,. ., ■ ' ■ '.AurswER. ' '■' 

.' Yu, my kind' Mewl, yon mar come. I wu determined 

-totkMenomoraplcsttm npMietrth; boCirA wUliMet'bnce 
'more. Von ur« -vtODg ; it b ai impo(i^)le that yos sliotilS 
■Meet via li^atitnde, a> flurt {'shotdd ever be nngratefiDl. - 



. FHOU IXjOISA. - . ' 

' It b flme to renounce the errors tff youth, and to abandon 
%n illnstre hope. Icon never be yours. Restore to me that 
liberty of which my fatiKT cboosei to diipose ; or complete 
my nuaery by a refusal which will rnin me for erer withmt 
producing any adrantage tbyourself. 

Eloisa Etakcix. 



I.ETTEB CJIl. 

- : ' ' - PROM THE BARON D^TANOE. 

In nkic^ the preceding Billet mat iacloied. 

Ip< thtve Temunt in the mind of « leditcerthe leaA lenlL 

jMit of }ioiio» or hiuaaiutyy answer the UUet of «d onhap^ 
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BLOISA. ,9 

'if py> t?*^t vttoM lt«>rt ' yoD kwe Mr Aipted j Uid Win alioMd no 
^l«Iigftlrexist^ ifl cosldflai^se hertolMTaon-flttd'-tbe Ig^M. 
.'€41iiew'of licrti^lf my fut&er. lEAi>iild ntttisdeed'M ninth 
^•^fprisedif tke nme f^iScHipfay which fonglttherta'iM^ 
: M. the first Man sh* mt, duHld.-Klllb iafetmct her to dMdwy 
.•herfithtr. 'nuiik<rf-aumkttftr, I-atvaysdiDOM-tdpo. ' 
, oaed wUi te^ty and dfaami(7, wlnn theto'naAofla are likiely 
to BDCceed ;. bnt beeawe I«elithiu wUi yon, you an net to 
• nppJoeemeignanntHi'What mbnnera gentlunan IbonUtlaka 
.-.teTei^e>^ (hole beneatt hia. ' . :i 



LETTER CrV. ' 

. . THEANSWEB. , . ," '. 

LnmftentrefttyoQj 9r, to spare tbeaeV^n AieitaeeB, obiI 
lOaftaDjtfst'reifMtlic^ #hich^fi)lD aeiither terrify nor hmiblo 
'ni'e. . Between.twDpeHOAs'of 'diesantt agethet«'cilia "b^ tf> 

l0dueeT but love, and yon can haye no right to *lliFy a itl&n 
■ wIVDin yourAraghtcp fcoBwiretf^wJth her esteem. 

. WWMnctssEoiti-tM'ydtf'expect^ aod'fromwhat eathofity 
-arefh^ demaiuled'? ts'-tt to Ae anAor'bfdltinyinisroTtanes 
-Iffiatl ibritt sacnfi«e'l6y' reinafalng glitiipse of hope? I iriU 
• respect Ao ftther of' -Eloisa ;''bat letMs deign to b« intae, if 
' he expects obedience! No, ^r, what opinion soereryoa 
- may enteHain of your proceediags, ttey iriUnot oblige me, 
'for yonrsake,' to relin([i]isli sirch Tahiable atrtl just praten- 
"ilons. ! Ab you are tbe sole canseof my misery, I owe ytfa 
' ndlthing bat liatred ; yoar preteRrions an wiQiioitf fonndatiDB. 
tfinfGioisa commands:' her Xali^l never ^obey; tiierefore 
'yoirltaTe ray consent. Anotiiei may posaeu Ker, biit I aball 

Ik ipore worthy. - . ■' 
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go fiLOlSA. 

If yovr duigfitw had dcdgned to connll nte coBcewiAag 
tiw liBub of joar utOiotity, doubt not but I vobM lute 
tanglier to dlnvgard joar mjmt preteniiODi. How de«- 
petic Kwrermay be the empire jon asrame, mj ngfita are ta- 
iaitclf man Mend. The chafii by which we an nnit^ 
■aAs the ezteot of fatetsal dondidon evm in theeatiiBalioii 
of hnmaa lam, and ^kUbt yoa qipeal to the law at imtme, 
jae jronnelf an trampbg apoo iti iBitltBtioiu. 

Bb not allage that ddicate phantom hmioiir, whii^ job 
seen) Bo determined to Tindicatc ; for here 'again jou an the 
■ole offender. R«8pect Eloisa'B choice, and your hononr i« 
Mcnre ; for I hononr yon ia my heart, regardleu of yonr 
inniltB. N'otwithitanding all j^nr Gotbic maxima, one ho> 
nett man was nerer dishononred by bli alliance with another. 
Itmy prentmption offends jou, attempt my life ; against jon 
I ahall nerer defend it. As to the rest, I am little anxiona 
to know in what cotuiits the honour of a gentl^oao ; bnt 
wid) re^rd to that of an bonest man! owaiteoncenu sije, 
and therefore I shall d^end andproservo ItparoandspoltMe 
to Ae «]d of my life. 

Go, iobnman fadmi, and meditate tte deifamction of yvmt 
only child, whilst she, full of do^ and aSsction, ataads ready 
to yield her haj^rineu a nctim to pr^dice aad <^akm: but 
ba asasred yonr ownremorsc wi)l one dajt severely rerenge 
myii^uies, and yon wilt thenperGeire, when U is too late, 
that yoor Uind uid nnnptaTal hatred was no more btaltooe 
BtKU to yonndf. That I slndl be wretched Is moat certain ; 
bntif ever the just fediogs of nattti» should emerge (ron the 
bottom of your heart, how infinitely gaeater will be your an, 
h^[»oess in having sacrificed the only daughtoref j*nr bosMa 
to a men phantom i daughter who has no e^^l In be«sty, 
merit, or Tirtoeyond (m whom indulgent Hearen hat bestowed 
erery blesuag, except n kind &tber. 
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Incloted ia the foregoing, 

I BBtMito BMm n<^»d» pomr to Ap»M «r kr- 
Hir,»(lloginfaBr faMkdwlAM«M«nMi«bMh«wL 

8.G. 

LETTER CV. 

FROM ELOISA. 

1 sniexKo to gif a jan p d«wi^ptiiw of tbosccM irJiidi 
jndBCedUiebilUt TOnhtTeraCfiTCd; Imt mj ftOui.totk 
Ui meuarei m 9xtliilly, that it evded niy tke imtMt Man 
tt|« poet woU QBt, BU Jatfer bu caituii^ sand Aa VftU, 
WtluaTfiUlM tooUt^vtotlutft.roaurriulittiottwiUlMtakcOi 
a«d j^m HHTtr 4iip9tc)Md, lidbre it cKLpoMdUy nach j«a: 
thweforo all deteU woald dov be melMt. I bsve don*, mj 
do^j yoB wiU do youn : but (We will orenrMm us, and 
:«« »r9 brtrayed by liomar> We are diTided for ever I and 
to incceaie my borror^ I am S^MS to Iw forced into tho anM 
o f ' ■> - O Searem I itwa« once ia aj poiwerta live in tUiis. 
Jiut Qod — ve mut tinnble aai bs riloBt. 

TIm P^ bUs fnm, ^7 baiwL I btn ben of late nuch 
iodllpWied. Tiiis Borniaf *■ affiUr has bart me not a little 

Oblmyheaidyaypoorbeaftl Iftel, Ifeel,IsbaU 

fuBtr— Will Heaven bava np nerof oRisy anfiarii^ f— I am 

jM lo^fr^ able to mwort njwU 1 will retire to n; b«4, 

and €fuo)e ajrietf in the k^ of riiiag ao laere. Adlen, 
■qr miy Ittve I adieu, fty tiw lait tine, my. dear, my tender 
frl««4t^Alit I live DO kfttw for the^l hare I not tbeu . 
alraadjceaaedtoliTe? .,.. -. ■, 
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FBOM ELOI&A TO MKS' okBE. 
^.. Cav it be ttn«, vif- ^^) "^ -^nelr bi«*l« :tkat yo» Btn 
caU«djiMJMekt4:lib«Hd MriWK^.:t.MtiiJ:te'>aH^.iafUiit 
.triM<B I 1*^ going to be >gun united to the tenderest or ibo* 
then ; but yoar inhnmnii himlnPf' *"' condemned me to be- 
moan her yet longer : when mj desire to follow her had aL. 
moat nutched me froqitliis Mrth, my nnwiUiogneu to leave 
jroa behind held me fut. If 1 am at all reconciled to Ufe, it 
is from the comfort of not haring entirdjr escaped the hand 
ef'deaO^ iXhank beaien ! tbalbeanty bDoteore'fdfwUA 
«ii)r beul laa pdd-so'deai47>->'T&»ttteinpei'^m'it]tfi!fc3 
'mmrtdataniiM fy^p^lj 4tpiif^ vsb of R.- Thb'^rtnnu 
.ttaiKel-hope «SH4iit^'&KgniaiiaA»iT-t^'itiait9iait- 
acM«B»ta daiwtomafiymesritiioiildiy-eoftiiittt ">Wbtti9e 
oalythfaif ^wUAtbe-adBdre^'nahm^indBlirj'WM^te^I 
Iw little aoiieds abont-tlK resT. Whbttiit fi^a^ of pfaa/laa 
■to -n^ffatber^'irHhoil ti^ortn^ t)i8t^firf6«d W&ote Ufe ilh fab 
'po«r», I dMd[>b»aM»'to repnlM^WS'trnportnnate-wretcb: 
<i[^i^iriUbe«Hmt, biit«»f:loidtf'iTmilp«alLlbr'mf!. JUb 
4iignstwitl-d«fciid«e 8f;«ilut'hi*^y«tall7,«adhe'irlUfiiidale 
too disagreeable to dare tO' ioAo^tOntppy. 
■ Ml my dear coiiMnt jm knovri-ddiiBftiat tender heart 
dmtwoaldii»t4ie«o'Tepatsed'. 'BtspUtioti was not 'cenfiiied 
^ta> OBtwanl form -or diarM of persod ; -It-was me diat he 
.lvTed,aBdnotmf faMf irewere'ltntted'iaeTCVj jpart of Mr 
beiasj-and to long ak £loiia'haAreiiMaMd,'her'be«Mf mlf^t 
.have fled,'bat love wootd'forerer hare cootinSed. And jit 
fcecoiild-cgnseht . ■ag iatofal yeutht — jet it -was bat jMI, 
•sincfrl-couldask it. Who w«nld Wish to ntatn-'trfr {rromlse 
those who Goaldwithdniwthidr heart? mod did I'atdsmpt fo 



icitbdniwintae!^ — 'l«4Te 1 doaeit! O^liMYenal wlj, 

must eierf Uung ciNi>[^e to reBind nu of timei' that an no , 
more, audtoincreuek flame which ought to be extiqgi4ihad? , 
la Tsiiiy ELoisa, are tby endeaTOurs to tear- tbe dearin^e 
fcom thy heart, U-is too firmly atta^had; that heart itMkf 
would first be torn in pieces,, and all thy andeavoim lerte 
but to engrave it tb? deeperi 

May I venture .to t«ll yoitaTukua of .my deltriun dnmg- 
my ferer, which has cantiDaed toiormentpie erer finpe taj: 

Tfcoveryi Yea, learn and pity the diatractlo^ of y«nr 

nnhappy. friend, that yoo. may : thank Haayen- fof preBef^u^ 
jonr h^rt from-the-harrldpatrioii by wIuithitis.pccwioBed. 
Daring the moat riolent moment of my phraniy, vJub my 
forer was ^t fbe Jieif t>t) 1 thoaght I iMhdd the vnim^y 
ypothkaeeUngJ)]; my bed-side; nptsnchaf when be churned . 
mj senses doringlhe ihort penod.of my .felicity-; bot pal^ 
'irlld, and tost in despair. He took my.hvd, not diagosted 
i^& its appearance, and, fearless of tbe sad infection, eager- 
ly kiwed and bathed it withtcan. I felt at the sight of'hias 
that plea^ng emotion wliich his unexpected i^pnacaacs psed 
fprmesLy, to occasion. I endeavoured to dart towards jUm,. 
b.nt WB restrained*' Yod loreiiinifrom me, and whaA. a^ect* 
ed me most were his sighs and groans, which seemed ^ -Jn^ 
crease as he went farther from me. 

: it is impossible, to describe the effect of this strange dream. 
Sff fever was long and violent ; I continued msxiy days in- , 
■endbie; I have seen hun often in myphrenzy; bntnopeof, 
my dreams have left half the impression on my memory whif^ 
tUs last did : it is imposriUe to drive it from my imaginatioD. 
Metbinksl see him' every moment ia that attitude. His air, 
his dress, his manner, his sorrowful and tender look, are con- 
tinnally before my eyes. His lips seem still to press my 
hand ; I feel it wet with fail tears. Bis plaintrre voice melts 



iByliinrt;i»wII>e]toI<I)umdT«§gedforroiiime, wUlitlen. 
de^Tonr in tbIh to hold Um fiut In short, the whole imagloarj' 
scene ftppeus in nj miad u real u if it had actnallf paned. 

I delibentted long before I conld remlTe to tell joa Oua. 
Shane Itept me BQent wlen we were together ; but the ides 
grows ereiT iay rtronger, and torments me to sudi « degree,* 
that I can no longer conceal my foUy. Would tiiat I wei« 
entirely ■ fool I why ahanM I wish to preserve Ifaat reason 
wUch serves only to make me wretdied I 

Bnt to retnrn to my dream. Rally me, my dear frtend. If 
yon will, for my simplidty; hnt Sorely there Is SometUng 
mysterious in this Tision, wUcJi Atlngnishes it from common 
[&reiiEy,-~-Can it be a presage of Ms death 7 or Is he already 
dead r and was it Ihns that Heaven ddgned for once to be 
my gmde, and invite me to -follow Mm whom I was or- 
dained to lore? Ahul'asnmmons to th6 grave would be the 
greatest biesting I could receive. 

To what purpose do I reCkll these vain lAaxims of phUoeo.. 
pfcy, which atnuse only those who have no feeling i They im. - 
pose on me no longer, and I cannot help desi^sfng them. I 
iKlteve that spirits are invlrible ; bvt is it impossible that, be* 
tween two loyers ko closely nnited, there shonU be an fmme> 
diate eommmncation, independent of flte body and the 
senses ? May not their nmtnal impressions be transmitted 
titrongh thebniin?^Foor Eloisat wh&t extravagant ideas! 
how crednlons are we rendered by our passions ! and how 
^fficult it is for a heart severely affected to reUnqoisli itser. 
rors, 'even after conricfldn! • 
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LETTEE CVU. 

THE ANSWER. 

UitvoEiuxiTtaadtMidsr^rll anyoBtkmdevtinedtalw 
iiiikq)(>r I I tr^ la vain to kMf jon ffov lorraw, bnt 70a 
wan to coart aflictiaa : jamt «ril geniiu it moM poverlid 
tlMn ill mj cndoKronn. Do not, bowerer, add cUneiictl 
apprdtentioiu to so bmij ml aoMt of In^prietade ; ud 
BJnct my cuitioii hu been mora {ir«)adicMl tkan serrioMbU to 
you, let ma free y«a from a Diistake which aggmtatu your 
miwiy; ptrh^themaUncholf fautt wiUbeleiitormaatiaf. 
Know then that joat dream was not a dieam ; that it ma 
■rat the phantom of Tonr friend which 70a bebMf bst hit 
real pertoa, and Ifaat tbe. aActing imie, irirfch It ercr pre. 
sent to jour ima^natkn, did act>a])f patt In yovr racu on 
ths^y after four disorder wai at the criili. 

Oa tbei^reeediag itf I left 7*11 tvry late ; and Mr, Orbe^ 
wbo.wonldtakemeirom jvu &at night, wat ready te de- 
part ; irben oa a sudden we peccrired that mabmpff wretch, 
whose coadWiM it truly dqdonble, enter hutUj, and thnnr 
Umidf at ov leeL Be took poftJunei immediatdy on tha 
receqit of yonr Uat letter. By travcHing day and night, be 
perlanned the jonrney In three dayt, and nner tb^iped till 
the last itage ; where he waited in order to enter Oe towii 
nndsi bvoar of the ai^t. I am aikamed to confett, that I 
was lest eager than Hr, Ocbe to embrace him : for, wiAoot 
knowing tbe intentrfhitjonmey, I fomaw the conaequenoe. 
The bitter recollection of farmer times, yonr danger and Us, 
hit manifeit ^wompoiure of nund, all contribnted to check 
sosgreeaUeainrpriK; and I was too powerfnlly afiected to 
talnte him with eagerness. I nerertheleis ' embraced him 
with a hearUfelt emotion, in wU^ha ■ymptlhiiwdf and which 
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96. t. ELOiaA. 

reciprocally diipUjed ifself in & kind of sileot grkr, more 
eloquent than tears and UnMitktions. Tlie fint words he ut- 
tered were " How does she ? Oh ! how ia my Eloisa P 

km I toIiTe or dief" I concluded from thence, that he wu 
infsnned of y«iir illncst, Bod upon tke si^posttkin tiiat be 
wu likewi^ aaqaainted wi^ ^ natwe at it,; f spoke wftlu. ■■ 
out aay. other precaution than Omt of utennating the. dao* 
ger. When he understood thai! it «as tke amalLpox, he made 
dceadfat lomentstiani, amd was takan aaddenly iU. Fal^t^, . 
andthe.want of alscp,' togetliepr with Lpettaibatien. of mind, 
had so entirely orercome him, that it wot some tin* befqre . 
we conld bring him to bimialf. Be. had.scareeatreogtk to 
spmk ; :w« tkereCore persnadedJiimio go.to rest. 

flafttre &e&ig qbitaspitit^ke slept twelTe boon snoDeniTtly, 
bat wititsoihaekhgit^oo, ttiatsachasle^.muM n&erim. 
pair tksa rennit M»e(Kngt)u Tka nestday^re birtk to 
new perplexity : he was- obatdatriy: ditermiaed, to see jou... 
I F^F^entedto bin tbe.duiger taei* waa t^ liis.pmeiiU 
migbt occasioib sane fat^l rerntation in your dialtainpM. He 
protMsttd' to wait till tkore. was Boriskt bathia st^itsdf. 
waaaltrrihle. risk, of which 1 cndeaToiuad to make hkii lan-u 
siWei' He rsdely intcrmpted n)e. " Cease (nid be, wilk 
a IflbQ of indigoatioo) yoar cnieL eloqUnce : it is too mwA . 
to' exertit ^it my. rniti. Do not hi^ to diiTe me from ktnoe, 
oSl yon did wfcen.1 was. forced into.eide. I'Woohi tnsd^a 
bnndred timea^fram^ ti» fastheit cxtrtnuty of. the world ibr. 
onegtaooe,Br[my.E3oita: bat I. swear (added ke, w^k vrite^ 
meim)l>y dwAutborof my beag, ^tl'wiUnot stir till. I' 
hace seen h«.! We-wjll-tiy.for ontx, whether I shall mora 
yoa with coupassiea, .or yon make me guilty of perjury." 

ills resolution was fixed. .Mr. Orbe was of opiaion diot - 
we dionld contrive some meana (o gmtify him, that we mi|^ - 
■ead'bimaway belbr^ fcb' return was ditcorered; for he was ' 



only known to one perwrn in tke booge, of whose Beci«cy I 
was assured, and we called faim by m feigned uune before Ae 
family.* I promised him that be ittould see yon tke next ni^ 
upon condition that be staid bot a minute, that ke cyid not et. 
ter a lyHaUe, and that he departed th« next nomiog before 
break of day. To these condiHons I e vKted his solenw pro* 
mise ; then I was easy ; I left my husband with Urn, and re> 
turned to yoa. 

I found you mnch better; tke eruption wa« qiute com- 
plete; and the physician raised my eotiragp, by giving dm 
hopes. I ]aiA my plan beforehand with Bab, and the in- . 
crease of yonr fever, thon>h a Httle abated, le«ing yoa atill 
somewhat light-headed, I took that opportHoi^ to dismiss 
enry body, and send my basband word to introduce hia gnest, 
Gondndlng that before the paroxysm of yonr disorder wa« . 
orer, yon wonid be lets likely to recollect him. We ioA M 
the difficulty in the World to get rid of yonr disconsolate fc- 
tber, who was determined to sit up . with you every mght. 
Allength I told him with some warmth, that he wonld spare 
nobody the trouble of watching, for that I was determined 
likewise to sit up with yon, and that he might be assured, 
though be was yonr ftither, his tendnness for yon waa not 
greatat (ban nine. He departed with reluctance, and we 
remained by ourwires. Mr, Orbe came abont eleven, and 
told me that he had left yonr friend in tke street. I went in 
s^rck of hitn : I took him by the band : he trembled like a 
leaf. As he went through the antechamber, bis strength USl. ■ 
ed him : he drew his breath with difficulfy, and was forced to 
sit down, 

* We find in tlie fburtli part^ that this feigned name was St> 
Preux. 

Vol. II. F 
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98 ELOISA. 

At Isngthi htTiiig. singled out poms olgecti hy the fftint 

glimmniog of a dutaiit light- ** Ycbj (wid iie, with a 

■deep sigh,) I leeoUect these apartmente. Once in 1117 life I 

tnrened tiiem about the- saine hour with the same 

myit«rioBS pautivti 1 trembled as I do now^— My heart 

fluttered with theume emo^on-~~-0 I nsh creature that I 
was— thpugh Iiut a poor mortal, I nevertheteu .dared to 
taste.' ' What am I now going to behold in that same 
■potfiwhere ereiy thing diffused a delight with which my soul 
was intoiicated ? What am I going to Tiew^ in that same oh. 
ject which inspired and shared my transports ? The reti- 
nue of inel^chelf , the image of death, afflicted virtue^ and 
eiqilringbeanty 1" 

J>ear coosin, I will spare joar tender heart the dismal de- 
tail of anch an affedjog scene. He Kaw yon, and was mute. 
He had prQQtised to be ^ent^— but snch a silence ! He fiell 
upon his knees ; he sobbed, and kissed the cnrtaius of your 
bed ; he lifted up his hands and ^y.et ; he fetched deep and 
silent groans ; he could scarce stifle his grief and lamenta- 
tions. Without seeing him, you accidentally put one'of yoar 
hands out of bed ; he seized it with extravaguit ea^rnesa ; 
the ardeut kisses he impressed ou your sick band awaked yon 
sooner than ailthenifbe oudmarmur which busted about yoD« 
I perceived that you recollected him, and in Si»te of all Ids 
resistance #nd complaints, I forced him from your chamber 
directly, hofung to elnde the impressioa of such a fleeting ap. 
p^ritiOD, under the pretence of its being the effect of your 
d^liriom. But findmg that you took no notice of it, I con. 
dnded that you had forgot it. I forbade Bab to meution 
it, and I am persuaded she has kept her word. A needh 
less caution, which love has disconcerted, and which has 
only served te aggravate the pain of a recollection which 
it is too late to efiace. 
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. fie di^rted as lie hkd premised, >tid I made him swear 
ntjt to stop ia the neighbourhood. -^Bat, my deai girl, thia 
ia not tdl ; I must acqnftlnl you with (mother circumstance^ 
of which likewise yon cannot long remain igaorant. Lord 
B I pused by two days afterwards ; he hastened to orer- 
fake him; he joined him at Dijon, and found Mm ill. The 
vidocky wretch had caught the small-pox. He kept it secret 
from me that he had never had the distemper, and I intro- 
duced lum without precaution. As he could not cure yonr 
disorder, he was determined (o partake of it. When I re- 
. collect the esgejoeAs with which he kissed your hand, I make 
no donbt but be underwent inoculation puTposely. It is im- 
possible to have been worse prepared to receire it': hot it was 
the inoculation of lore, aad it prored fortunate. The Au- 
thor -of life preserredthe mosttender lorer that erer existed ; 
he is recovered, and according to my Lord*a last letter, they 
are actually by this time set out for I^ris. 

You aee, my too lovely consin, that yon ought to banish 
those melancholy terrors which alann yon without reason. 
You haT«loBg «iiice renounced the person of your friend, 
and you find that bis life Is safe. Think of nothing, there- 
fore, hut bow to preserve your own, and how to make the 
promised sacrifice to paternal affection with becoming grace. 
Cease to be- the sport of vun hope, and (o feed yttorself with 
cUmetas. You are in great haste to lie proud of your de- 
foraity i letme adviseyou to be more humble; believe me, 
jon have yet too mneh reason to be so. You have undergone 
a CKiel infection, bnt !t has spared yoor face. ■ What you 
tak« for seams, is notldng bnt a redness whidi wiir quickly 
dis^peor. I was worse affected than yon, yet nererthelesi 
youfee I am toler^e.— My angel, you will atiH be beanti- 
fnl hi gj^e oTyourself ; end do you think that the enamoured 
Wdmar, who in threo years absence coald not conquer a 
F 2 
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passion concnrcd in eight days, is likely to be cared of it, 
when he has an opportunity of seeing you every hour I OU 
if your only resource is the hope of being disagreeable^ how 
desperate is your condition I 

.-; Z^\ ~^ 

LETTER XCIV. 
FROM ELOISA. 

It is too much ! It ie too much * my friend ! tha vie. 
tory b yours. I am not proof against such powerfD] love ; 
my resolution is exhausted. My conscience affords me the 
consolatory testimony, that I have exerted my utmost efforts. 
HetTen, I hope, will not c^l me to account for more than it 
has bestowed upOn me. This sorrowful heart, which cost you 
■o dear, and which you bsTe more than purchased, is yours . 
without reserre ; it was attached to you the first moment my 
eyes beheld you ; and it will remiun yours to my dying breath. 
You hare too much deseired it ever to be in danger of tosiog 
it ; and I am weary of fawig tlie slave of a chimerical virtue . 
at the ezpence of justice. 

Yes, my most tender and generous loier, your Elmsa wilt 
be ever yonrs, will love yon ever ; I must, I wil] , I ought. 
To you I resign the empire which, love has g^ren you ; a dD> 
miaion of which nothing shall ever deprive yos more. Tin 
deceitful voice which murmurs at the bottom of my seal, 
whispers in vain : it shall no longer betray me. What are 
the vtdn duties it prescribes in oppositioa to a passion which 
Ileaven itself inspired? Isnotthe obUgatiou which bindsme 
to you the most solemn of all ? Is it not to you alone that I 
have given an absolute promise i Was not the first vow of my 
heart never to forget you ! and is not your inviolalde attach— 
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ment a frcsl) tie to aecnre my coiutaaey ? la tbe transports 
of loTe with wliicli I once more iuri«nder mj heart to thee, 
By only regret is, that I have struggled agwnst sentimeats so 
agreeable and so natural. Pfature, O gentle nature, retame 
tiiy rights [ I al^Cirethe sangeTtrtues whichconspire to'thy 
deetractioD. CaA the ioclinatiDas which tliou hast inspired 
be mor« sedaotiTe than a specious reason irliich has so often 
mbled me i 

O taf dear friend, hare some regard for flie tenderness of 
tny iuCUnationB ; you are'tbo mncb indebted to tliem to titdior 
tli^em ; but allow of a participation which nature and affed- 
tion demand; 1^ not the rights of blood and friendship b« 
tot^y wrtnyiahna by those of love. Do not imagbe that 
to follow you I will erer quit my father's bonie, Di> not hope 
that I will refuse to comply with tbe obligations itaposed on 
me by parental authority. The cniel lou of one of the an- 
thors of my being has taagbt me to be cantious hoW I afflict 
the other. No, she whom he expects to be his only comfort 
bereafter will not increase the afflictioA of iuS soul, already - 
opprased with ditqnielaide : I will not destroy all thiit gare 
me life. No, no, I am sensible of my crime, but cannot ab- 
bor it. Duty, honoar, Tirtde, all thes6 considerations harA 
lost their ioflitehce, bnt yet I am not a monster : I am frail, 
but not unnatural. I am determined I will not griere any trif 
ibe objects of my afl^tlan.' Leta&ther, tenacious of his 
word, and jciUdns of a rain prerogatire, dispose of my hand 
SGCording to his promise; trat let love aloiie dispose of my . 
beart ; let my tears ioceBsantly trickle down the bosom of nly 
tenderest friend. Let me be lost and wretched, biA, if pas* 
sible, let every one dear to me be happy and contented. On 
you three my existence depends^ and may yonr felicity make 
Be forget my misery and despair ! 
F 3 



,.ib,C,oot^lc 



LETTEft CIX. 

THE ANSWER. 

Wb nnlnyjay Eloiis; «ll the real sentiments of our-conti 
retnme their, wonted c«*iae, Malnra hw presened oor 
ezbtance, aod lore has restored ns to Ufc. IKd jml nqq^ose, 
could you be rash enongh to imagine, you cwdd witbdnur 
your (ffectioiu from me f I am better a^qnainted wItt jronr 
heart than yoanelf : that heart which UcBfen destinad to b* 
mine I I find «* are united by one commoa thread, which 
death alone cut ^ride. Is it in our power to sqiarate Uwmj 
or ought we even to attempt it ? are they joined together by 
iies which maa hath formed, and wbich man can diisoWe ? 
NOf no, my Eloisa ! if cruel destiny bars our clum to ten. 
.der conjugal titles, yet nothing can deprive us of the cbarac- 
fer of faithful lovers ; that shall be the comfort of onr me. 
lancholy days, and we will carry it with us to the gntTe. 

Thus, we recover Ufe only to renew onr loflerings, and 
the GonsciooBDesa of onr existence is nothing more than a 
.sense of siBiclion. Unfortunate beings I how are we alter, 
ed 1 how tuiTe we ceased to be what we were formerly! 
Where ia that enchantment of supreme felicity 7 Where, are 
those exquisite raptures wbich enlivened our passion f No. 
tinngis leftof usbut ourlove ; lorealooe remains, and all its 
c£arms are eclipsed. thou dear and too dutiful girl, thou 
fond fair^ne without resolution! all our misfortunes are de. 
rired from thy err.ors. Alas ! a heart of less puri^ would 
not have so fat^ly misled thee 1 yes, the honour of your 
heart has been our ruin; the upright sentiments nrhich till 
thy breast hare banished discretion. Yon would endeaTour 
to reconcile filial tenderness with unconquerable lo*e ; by 
tenpting to gratify all your inclination^, yon confouodin. 
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Btead nf condlittlog tbem, and your nry virtae renders you 
gulty. O Eloiaa^ how incredible a your pover 1 by irhxt 
ttnnge magiG do yon faBcinate my Teau>n ! Eveawkile yvu 
endeaTour to n>ak« jne bliuli at our pawionj you l»Te the art 
to ^^ear amiable in your Tery faitingi. Yon ferce- me to ad- 
mire you, eren trhile I partaka of your remorse-: — your 

remorse! dpes it become . you to fed remotse, ? ^yon, 

, whom I loved yon, whom I shaU never cease to ador e 

CanguUt erer aj^roach ygur aptrtleis heart J O cruel 

Eloisa! if you '.mean to rcBtoro the heart which belongs to 
me alone, return it to me sncb as it was when yon first 
bestowed it. 

What do you tell me ? — ^will you venture to indnate~-y(M( 
fall into (he arms of another ? — tball another pomest yon ?-^ 
will you be no longer mine ?'~-or .to complete my horrtft, will 
you not he lolely mine? — ^I — Bhall I. suffer, sachdrendfal 
pnnishmeut ?— rshall I see yon gnrrire yourself? — No; . I bad 
rather loM you entirely tii^ share yon with another ,i-;Wt^ 
ha« not -Heaven armed me with coniage equal to. the rage 
which distracts uk i — Sooner tiian thy hand should debase 
itself by a fatal anion which love abhors, and honour con- 
d«nns, I would; interpose my awn, and plun^ aponia^ 
in thy breast, I would dralU'thy chast« heart of blood widdi 
infidelify never tainted ; with that spot'em .blood I would 
mix my own, whiCk burns in my veifu with unextinguishabhi 
ardour ; I would fall in tl^ arras ; I would yield my last 
breath on thy lips — I would reCHVfl thine— How I Blolsa ex< 
piring I thpse lovely eyeS closed by the fcoirori Of death t-^ 
that breast, the throne of love, mangled by my hand, iind 
[touring forth copious atreams of blood and life I— No; live 
and snfler, endure the punbhment of my cowardice. No, t 
wish thou wert no more, but my passion is not so viotent ss 
to stab thee. Oh 1 that you did but know the state of my 
F 4 
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hearty wUcli i> Kafly to burst witii angniib! Kem did it 
bnm with n> pnra a flame— oerer were yonr ianoceace and 
Tirtne to dear to me. I am a lover, I know how to prtze aa 
amlalile objact ; I an senribl* that I do : but I am no mora 
Aan man, and it U not in human power to renoonee sapreme 
felicity. One niglit, one single aiglit has made a dtorongh 
change in my sonl. Preserve roe, if thou canst, from that 
dangeraas recollectiftn, and I am Tirtuoos sHll. Bat the re. 
membranee^of dmt fotal night is sank to tb« bottom of my 
- sonl, and will darken all the rest Of my days, O Etoisa, 
thonmost adorable object 1 ifwemifstbe wretched for ever, 
yet let as enjoy one hoar of transport, and then resign onr- 
ieli%s to eternal lamentations. 

JAatea to the man who lores you. Why shonld we alone 
affectto be wiser than the rest of mankind, and pur^atf, with 
pnerilo simplicity, those cUmerical'vlrtnelwluchallthewOl'id 
talk of, and no doe practises ?— What I shall weprbtitld tttbe 
greater moralists than the crowd of philosophers which peo- 
ple [ioildoa and Paris, who ^llangh at conjugal fidelity, and 
treat adultery as a jestF Instances of this nature are far from 
being seandaloas: we are not at liberty eten to cebsare them, 
' and people of ipirit would langhataman Who should stlBe 
the afiectjons of his heart oot of respect to matrimony. In 
fact, sty they, an injury which only couBtsts in opinloa. Is ho 
iiqary -wMIe it remains secret. What ii^ury does a husband 
reid?e from an infidetity to which he is a stranger i by how 
JDaMyobli^ng condescetiaions does a woman compensate for 
her fUlibgs* i What endearments she employs to prevent and 

* Wireredid the faoneSI Swiss leara tliis ? Women of gaiety 
have long since assumed more imperious airs. The; begid by 
boldly introducing Ibelr lovers into the bouse, snil if they permit 
their husbands to coatinue tfaer^ it b only while they behave to- 
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reiwtre bis raspidonfl! Deprlred of an itMfpnaiy good, be 
Mtttally enjoys more real felicity ; and thb BuppoMd crime, 
which makes sdch a aoise, is but an additional tie, which se. 
cnret the peace of lociety. 

God forhid, diou dear partner of my tool, Hat I Bhoohl 
wish to pteserTfl thy aflectioni by such shameful maxims I I 
abbor theiA, thoagh I am not able to confute them, and uy 
conscieBGe is abetter adrocate than my reason. Not that I 
pride myself upon a spirit which I detest, or that I am fond 
of a Tirtoe bought so dear : bat I think it less criminal to re« 
protfih myself irith my failiugs, thaa to attempt to vindicate 
them ; and I consider an endeavour to stifle remorse as the 
Btrangest degree of guitt. 

1 know what I write. I find niy mind in a horrid state, 
mach worse than it was, eren before I received yonr letter. 
The h<^ you tender me is gloomy and melanclioly; it totd> 
ly eitiBgnisbeft that pure light which has so often been our 
guide: your charms are blasted, and yet appear more affect- 
ing ; I. perceive that you are affectionate and unhappy ; my 
heart is overwhelmed with the tears which flow from your 
eyes, and I vent Utter reproaches on myself, fur having pre- 
sumed to taste a happiness whidi I con nd longer enjoy bnt at 
the hazard of your peace. 

Nevertheless, I perceive that a secret ardour fires my soul, 
and revives that courage which my remorse has subdued. Ah I 
lovely EhMsa! do you know bow many losses a love like . 
mine can compensate ? Do you know how far a lover, who 



wards them with a proper respect. A vroman who should talie 
f aios to conceal a criminal intrigue, would show that she was 
asitamedaudwould bedespised; not one female of spirit would 
take notice of her. 

F fi 
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only breaUwa foy yoA, can make j^nrlife a^e«able ? arejroa 
sensible that it is for 70a alone I irish to live, to mote, ta 
think? No, thon deliCiooR source of my existence, I will 
have no sonl but thine, I vill no longer be any thing bat & 
|»art df thy lofdy self, and yo^ wilt meet with sncb a kind 
reception in the inmoM recesses of my heart, that yoa will 
never perceire any decay ittyour charms. Well, we shall be 
guilty, yet we win not bewick»l; we shall be guilty, yet 
we will be in love with Tirtue ; so far from attempting to pal- 
liate oUr failing, we will deplore thein; we will lameat to- 
gether ; if posrible, we will work our redemption by being 
gdod and beiKTotent. Eloisa ! O Eloisa, what will yon, 
what can yon do? thoncanstnerer disengage thyself from my 
licart : is it not espoused to thine ? . . 
. IhaTelongsincetudadientothoseTain prospectsof fortun* 
which so palpably dielnded me. 1 now solely confine my atten- 
tion to the. duties I owe Lord B ; be will forceme with 

Irim to England ; be imagines I can be of serrice to him thiere. 
Well, I will attend him. But I will steal away oace every year ; 
I will come in secret to Tisit.you : if I cannot speak to yo.a, at 
least I ;hall have the pleasare of 'gazing on yon ; I may at least 
kiss your footsteps ; one glance from yonr eyes will support 
me ten months. When I am forced to return, and retir« 
from her I love, it will be some consolation to me to count 
the step which will bring me back again. These frequent 
journeys wiU be some amusement to your unhappy lover : 
when be sets ontto visit you, he will anticipate the pleasnr* 
of beholding yon ; the remembrance of the transports he has 
felt will enchant his imagination daring his absence ; in spite 
of his cmel destiny, bis melancholy time will not be utterly 
lost ; every year will be marked with some tincture of plek 
sure, aitd the short-lived moments he passes near joH will b« 
multifdied during his whole life. 



Dgitiz^d by Google 



LETTER ex. 

FBOM MHS. ORBE. 

ToDK'mUtresa isnomore ; butlharerecoTeivd myfrieiidy 
mad yon foabste gained one, whose affectibn will more tkari 
recompense joat I099. £loisa is married, and Iier merit ii 
sufficient to make the gentleman happjr wbo htu blended' Ms' 
interest with hers. After so many indiscretinns, yon onght 
to thank Heaven, which has preserved yon both, lier from ig.' 
nomlny, andyoa from the r^ret of having dishonoured her. 
Rererence her change of condition ; do not write to her ; 
she desires you will nftt. Wait till sh« writes to yod, which 
lihe vrill shortly do. Now is the time td conVitice roe that 
i^ou merit ttiat esteem I have 'entertained for you, and that 
your heart is susceptible of a pure and disinterested friend, 
ship. 



LETTER CXI. 
FROM ELOISA. 

I HAVE Iwen so long accustomed to make yon the confidant 
of all the secrets of my soat, that It is not in my power to 
discontinue so agreeable a correspondence. In the most im- 
portant occurrences of life I long to disclose my heart to 
you. Open yours, my beloved friend, to receife what I 
communicate ; treasure up in your mind the long dlscoursti 
of friendship, which though it sometimes renders the speaker 
too difrbsive, always makes the friendly hearer patient. 

Attached to the fortune of a husband, or rather to the will 
of ft parent, by an indissoluble tie, I enter UEHia a new state 
F fi ■■ - 
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tA life, which death alone can terminate : let ut for a mo. 
ment cast our eyes on that I have quitted : the recollection 
of former times cannot be painful to ns. Perhaps it will 
afford Eonie lessons, which will leach me how to make a pro. 
per use of the time to come : perhaps it will open some lights 
which may serve to explain those particnlars of ray conduct, 
which always appeared mysterious in your eyes. At leatt^ 
by reflecting on the relation in which we lately stood to each 
other, our hearts will become more sensible of the reciprocal 
obligations from which death alone can release as. 

It is now near six years since I first saw you. Yon was 
yonng, genteel, and agreeable ; I had seen others more come, 
ly, and more engaging ; bat no one erer excited in me the 
least emotion, and my heart surrendered itself to you on the 
first interriew*. I imagined that I saw in your conntenanco 
the traces of a soul which earned the counterpart of mine. 
I thought that my senses oalj' served as organs to more re- 
fined sentlm^ntt ; and J loved in you not so much what I saw, 
as what I imagined I felt within myself. It is not two months 
since^ that I still Battered m^lf I was not mistaken ; Blind 
lotc (sMd I) was in the right; we were made for each other, 
if human events do not interrupt the atfiiuty of nature ; and 
if we are allowed to enjoy felicity in this life, we shall cer. 
tainly be happy together. 

These sentiments were reciprocal ; I should hare been de- 
ceived bad I entertained them alone. The tore I felt, could 
not arise but from a mutual conformity and harmony of souls. 

* Mr. Hidiardsau makes a jest of diese attachments funned 
at first sight, and founded on an unaccountable congeniality of 
naiure. It is easy lo latigh at these attachmeats: but as too 
many of this kiod take place; instead of entertaioing ourselves 
witli controverting them, would it not be better to teach us how 
to conquer them ? ' 
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We never love unless ire an belOT«d ; at least our pas^n Is 
sbort-Iired, Those allbetions wbich meet irith no t«taiti,* 
and which are snpposed to tna'ke so vmj vretdwd, are only 
founded on sensuality: if erertbejT penetrate the heart, It is 
by means of some false resemfalance^ and tiie mIsMe is qafciu 
ly dbcoTered. Senstial lore cannot snbdst vltbont frnttion^ 
and £es wifb it: t^ snblimeT passion cannot be satisfied 
- withont engt^ing theheart, a.iid is as permanent as the analo- 
gy which gETe it birtl^. Such was ours from thebeglnnii^ ; 
and sach, I hope, it wUl erer be to the end of onr days. I 
perceived, I felt that I was betored, and that I merited yoar 
auction. My Eps were silent, my looks were constrained ; 
bat my heart explained itself: we qnlckiy experienced I know 
not what, which renders silence eloquent, which gives utters 
ance to the downcast eye, which occasions a kind of forward 
bashfnlness, winch discovers the tumntt of desire diroBgh 
the veil of timidity, and conveys Ideas which it dares not 
express. 

I pcrcnved the utnatioa of my heart, and gave myieV 
over for lost the first word yoti spoke. I fonnd what pain 
yoar reserve cost you. I approved of the distance yoa ob- 
served, and admired you the more ; I endeavoured to recom- 
pense you for snch a necessary and painful silence, without 
prejudice to my innocence ; I oRered violence to my natnral 
disporition ; I imitated my consin ; I became like her arch 
and lively, to avoid too serious explanadons, and to indulge 
a thousand tender caresses, under cover of that affected 
■prightliness. I took such p^ns to make your sitnatton 
agreeable, that the apprehensions of a change increased your 
reserre. This scheme turned to my disadvantage : we gene- 

' Admitting the analogy to be chinmical, yet it lasts as long as 
.illusion, which makes us suppose it leaL 
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ttUy safer for assuming a borrowed characttr. Fool that I 
WAS 1 I Kcetenkted m^ rnio, insteBd of preTentiog it : I em> 
ployed poison (u,« pftlll^Te ; and what should liave iDdnced 
yoa to presefTe lileace, was tbe occuion whidi tempted yoB 
to explain your»elf.-~la Tain did I attenpt, hj an afiected 
indifference, to Iceep jov at a distance in our prii^e inter' 
. views ; that very constraiat betrayed me : yoa wrote. In^ 
stead of committing yoni irst ietter to tbe fire, or delirering 
ittomy mother, I ventured to Op«n It. That was my otl> 
ginal crime, and all tlie rest was a necessary consequeiice of 
that first fault. I endenTOpred to tToid answering those fa- 
tal letters, which I conld not forbear reading. This violent 
struggle affected my health. I saw the abyss In which I was 
going to plunge. I loolied upon myself with horror^ and 
could not reiolre to endure your absence. I fell into a kind 
of despair ; I had rather that you had cessed to live than not 
to live for me. I even weutso far as to whh, and to desira 
your death. Heaven knew my heart ; these efforts may 
make amends for some failings. 

Finding you disposed to im{dicit obedience, I was deter- 
mined to speak: Challiot had given me some instructions, 
which made me too s^isible of the danger of avowing my 
passion. But love, which extorted the confession, taught me 
to elude its consequence. Yon were my last resort ; I had 
such an entire confidence In you, that I fufnlshed yon with 
arms against my weakness : such was my opinion of your in- 
tegrity, that I trustiMl yoa would preserve me frommyself, 
and I did you no more than justice. When I found the r^ 
i^ct-you paid to so valuable a trust, I perceived that-my pas- 
siou had not blinded me in my opinion of those virtues with 
w hich I suppose you endowed. I resigned myself with great- 
er security, as 1 imagined that we should both of us l>e con- 
tented with a sentimental affection. As I dluovered d 
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fttlfaelMttoin of Jby heart bflt wntimeiiti of hODonr, I tuted 
witboDt rewrve tha clUrau of each a deli^tfol intiraa^; 
Alu! I did not percaTe that my diiorder grew inTeterato 
frttm inattention, and that habit was itill more dangerooB tluut 
Ivre.— B«ing seniibly affected by yonr reaeme, I thotigbt 1 
■might relax.' nine without uylitk; in the innocenfe of mj 
deiires I Iwped to lead yon to the heighti of Tittne, by thfe 
tonder carwecB of frienddup. Bat the grove of Oareas 
aaoB citnTinced me that I trusted mysfdf too far^ and that we 
onghtnot to grant the leASt indulgence -to the uoisei, where 
prodenre fdrbida W to gratify them esttrely. One momen^ 
one single dtomeitt, 4red me with a deure which nothing could 
.extingoish ; and if my will yet reiiited, my heart wai from 
that time cormpted. 

Yan {Hrtook of my.diBtraction ; your letter made me 
tremble. The dang^ was double : to preserve me from yos 
and from myaelf, it was necemry tO| banish you. This was 
the lut effort of expiring Tirtue ; but by your flight, yon 
jnade your conquest sure ; and when I saw yon no mote, the 
languor your absence occasioned, deprived me of the little 
strength I bad left to resist you. 

When my father quitted the service, he brought M. WoU 
marhome with him. His life, which be owed to him, and 
,an intimacy of tirenty years, rendered tlus friend so dear, 
thiU he could never part from him, M. Wolmar was ad* 
vanoed in years, and though of high birth, had met with do 
woman wlio had fixed his aSectiaos. My fattier mentioned 
me to him, as fo a man whom he wished to call his son : he 
was desirous tosee me, and it was with this intent they cune 
together. It was my fate to t>e agreeable to him, who nevei 
wassusceptible of any impression before. 

.They entered into secret engagements, aad M. Wolmar, 
who had some affairs to settle in one of the northeni courtij 
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wiiere hia family and forthae were, dwira4 tine, tti& took 
Imtc upoa tb«r mntaal engagement. After Ui departure^ 
my fkther acqwhited toy mother Kud me, thU be designed fiim 
for mj' iunband ; oad conimsiided me, with a tone which cut 
off all reply .£rom tay timidity, to prepnTe myself to reeeare 
liisbind. My inotlier, who too plainly perceived tiieinclnak 
-tioasof my heaiit,aad whohadanBturamUngfbryan, mode 
leveFBt attempts to shake my father's resolution ; ihe dvrst 
sot.abiolatety.propoieyoa, bnt ihe spo^e Ot you in sodi 
itnaa As^e hoped might moke myfather efteem yon, «nd 
wish to be acqnaiated with yon ; bnt your rank in Ufe made 
him insen^deto all your accMoplishmentS ; ai^ though he 
^owed diat high bivth coald not supply thrai, yet he main- 
tained that birth alone could make tbem of any nlue. 

The impoisibilUy of b«og happy fanned the flam* which it 
onght to have extinguished, A flattering delusion had sup- 
ported me lunler all my troubles ; when tlurt wafl gone, I 
had no strength to oppose tbem. White I liad Ae least bi^>e 
of being yonrs, I might have triumphed over my incUnao 
tions ; it would have cost me less to bave spent my whole 
iife in resistance, than to renounce you for erer ; and the 
Very idea of an erMlaiting opposition deprired me of- forti- 
tude to BQbdue my passion'. 

Grief uid lore preyed upon roy.heart; I fell into a stato 
of dejertioH which you might perceive in my letters ; yonr4, 
which yon wrote to me from Meillerie, completed my affie^ 
tion : to the measure of my own troubles was added tbe 
sense of yoar despair, Alas I the weakest mind is alw^ 
destined to bear the troubles of both. The scheme you ten- 
tared to propose to me put the finishing stroke to my perplex- 
ity. Misery seemed to be the infallible lot of my days ; Hit 
in«ritafale choice which remained forme to makte was, -to 
add to it either your- Infelicity or that of my parcAtK- I 
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cauld not endure die liorrible alteniati*e ; ffie power of 
natare has its bounds ; ssch sgttatioiu orerpcnrereil lay 
■trength. I wished to be delivered from We. . Heaven leemed 
to take pity of me ; but cruel death spared me for 107 de. 
struction, I saw yos^ I recovered, and was undone. 

If taj f^ngs did not eMitribpte to my felicity, I wu Bot 
disappointed : I never considered them as the means to pro> 
cure happiness. I perceived tbtt my heart was formed for 
virtue, wtthoat which I could never be happy ; I fell throngfa 
weakness, not from error ; I had not evm blindness to 
plead in excuse for my frailly. I was bereaved of eveiy 
hope ; it was impossible for me to be otherwise than tiofor- 
tnnate. Innocence and lure were equally requisite to jny 
peace : as I could not preserve them both, and was witness 
io yonr distraction, I. consulted your interest alone la the 
^oicelmade; and, to s2Ve yon, rnlned' myself. 

But It is not so easy as mAuy ima^e, to forsake virtue. 
She continues for sometime to tormentthose who abandon 
her ; and het charms, which are the delight of refined touls, 
constitute tie chief panlshment of the wicked, who are ctMi. 
denned to be in love with her when tbey can no longer en. 
joy her. Guilty, yet not depraved, I could not escape the 
remorse which pnrsned me ; h<ttionr was dear to me, even 
after it was gone ; thoagh my shame was secret, it was not 
less grievous, and though the whole world had been witness 
to it, I Could not have been more sensibly affected. I com. 
forted mysdf Under my aMction, like one who, having a 
wound, dreads a itiortlflration ; and who, by the sense of 
pain, b encbnraged hot to despair of a cure- 
Nevertheless, hty ehamefal sttte was insupportable. By 
endeavouring to stifle the reproach of guilt,, witiiout renonn- 
dng the crime, I experienced whatevery honest mind feels 
when it goes astray, and is fond of its mistake, A new de. 
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loslan lent its aid to BSEuage tite bitterness of repentance ; I 
fiattered niyBeir, tliat my frailty wQuld afford m« the means 
of Tppairiog my indiscretion, and vmtnred to form a design 
of forcing my father to iinite our hands. 1 depended oa 
the fir^ pledge of onr lore to close tUs delightful union. -I 
prayed to Hearen for ofispring, as the pledge of my retnm 
to virtue, and of onr mutaal happiness ; I wished for it with 
as much earnestness as another, in my place, would Iiaie 
dreaded it. The tenderoess of lore, by its soft iUorion, 
allayed the mnrmars of my conscience ; the effects I hoped to 
derive. from my frailty inspired me with consolation, and 
thb pleasing expectation was all the hope and comfort of 
my life. 

Wheneref I should discover evid^it symptoms of my pr^- 
aanCy, I was determined to make s public declaration of ay 
condition to M. Ferret*, in the presence of the whole family. 
I am timorous, it is trge ; I was sensible how deaf snch a 
declaration would cost me ; but honour itself inspired me 
with courage, and I chose rather to bear at once the con- 
fusion I deserved, than to nourish everlasting in&my at the 
bottom of my soul. I knew that my father would either 
doom me to death, or give me tt> my lover ; this alterni^M 
had nothing in it terrible to my appnhension, and whatever 
might be' the event, I cenchided that this st^ would put an 
end to all my safferings. 

This, my dear friend, was the mystery which I concealed 
from yon, and which you endeavoured to penetrate widi sncfa 
solicitous curiosity. A thousand reasons conspired to make 
me use this reserve with a man of your impetuosity, not to 
mention that it would have been imprudent to have fnmisbed 
you with a new protence for pressing your indiscreet and im> 

*' Minister of the pAh^. 
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po Annate' application. It wasabore all tUngi Teqoialte to 
remove yon during nidt a perilous aitaation, and I was fhty 
■eaaible that you wonld never have contented to leave me In 
sach an extremity, bad yoa known my danger. 

Alu ! I was once more dec«ved by snch a flatterwg ez> 
pectation, Heaven refased to favour devigna which were 
conceived in wickedness. I did notdeMrre the honour of 
beings mother j my Kbeme^ was abortive and I »ta even de> 
prived of an opportunity of eipiadng my frailty at the expence 
of my reputation. Dis^ipointed in my hope, the Indiscreet 
assignation, which exposed your life to danger, was a raak- 
Bew which my fond love coloured widi this gentle palliattoii : 
I impstod the ill success of my wisbei to myself; and my 
lieart, misled by its desires, flattered itself that its eagerness 
to gratify them arose entirely from my anxiety to render 
them lawful hereafter. 

At one time, I thought my wishes accomplished : that mis- 
take was the raotce of my most bitter affliction ; and after 
nature bad granted tite petition of love, the stroke of destiny 
came with aggravated cruelty. Yon know the accident which 
destroyed my last hopes, together with tiie fruit of my love. 
That misfortune happened dnriogour separation, as if Heaven 
at that time intended to <¥prest ue wllb all tite evtls I 
merited, and to separate me at once from every connection 
which might contribute to our union. 

Your departure put an end to my delusion and to sty 
pleasures j I discovered, but too late, the chimeras which 
had imposed upon me. I percdved that I bad fallen into a 
state tmly despicable, and felt myself completely wretched ; 
which was the inevitable consequence of love without inno* 
cence, and bopetess desires which I could never extinguish. 
Tortured by a thousand fruitless griefs, I stifled reflections 
wblcb were as painful as uoprofltable ; I no longer looked 
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npoA myseK 3» worihf 'of consideration, tnd derotefl nj 
life to soHtnde for jon : I had no honour, but youri ; no 
hope, but in your happiness ; and the §antiments which you 
communicated were alon« capable of affecting me. 

Love did not mak« me blind to your faults, bnt it mad* 
those fanlts dear to me ; and its<lelasion wa6 so powerful, 
that had you been more perfect, I should haTe lored yon 
leu. I was no stranger to your heart, or your impetuosity 
of temper. I vas sensible, ttat with mor« coarage than I, 
yon had less patience, and that the afflictions wUcb o]^res- 
sed my loni, wonld drive yours to despair. It was for this 
reason I always carefully kept my father's promise a secret 
from ynti ; and at our parting, taking advantage of Lord 

B 's teal for your interest, and with a riew to make you 

' more attentire to your own welfiire, flattered you with a 
hope which I myself did not entertain. Yet more } ^^risid 
of the diUiger which threatened UB, I took the only precaution 
for our mutaat secarity, and, by a solemn engagemeUt, 
haring made yon, as ttuch as possible, master of my will, I 
hoped to inspire yon with confidence, and myself with for- 
titude, hy meaAs of a promise which I never durst violate, 
and which might ensure your peace of mind. I own it was 
a needless obligatian, and yet I should never have infringed 
it. Virtnn is so essentia to our souls, that when we have 
once abandoned that whichis real, we presently fashion ano- 
ther after the same model, and keep the more strongly at- 
tached to tliis substitute, because, perhaps, it is of onr eWn 
election. 

I need not tell you what perturbation I felt after yonr 
departure. The worst of my apprehensions was the dread 
of being forsaken. The place of your Residence made me 
tremble. — Your manner of living increased my terror ; I 
imagined that I already saw yon debased Into a man of is- 
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trigne. An ignoinu]]^ of this nature toncbed IDC iDDKfeiuibljr 
than all my afflictions ; I had rather bare leen you vretclied 
than contemptible ; after so many troubles to which I bad 
beeainaredj yoar dishonour was the only one I coald not 
rapport. 

My appr^ienflianS}' which the B^le of your letters coa- 
firmed, were quickly removed ; and that by such means as 
would have made any other completely uneasy. I allude (o the 
disorderly course of life into, which you was seduced^ 
and of which your ready and frank confession was, of all the 
proob of yOor sincerity, that which affected me most seasibly. 
I knew you too well to be ignorant what such a confession 
must hare cost you, even if I had been no longer dear to 
you. I perceived that Inve alone had triumphed over shame^ 
and extorted it from yon. I concluded that a heart so sin- 
cere was incapable of disguised infideli^ ; I discovered less 
guilt in your fiiiling, than merit in the confesuon ; and 
calling to mind your former engagementi, was entirely cured 
of jealousy. 

And yet, my worthy friend, my cure did not increase my 
fdidty ; for one torment less, a thousand others rose up in- 
cessantly, and I wiia never more sensible of the folly of ' 
seeking that repose in an unsettled mind, which nothing but 
prudence con bestow. I had, for a long time, secretly - 
lamented the best of mothers, who insentuMy wasted by a 
fatal decay. Bab, whom the unhappy consequence of my 
misconduct obliged me ia mkke my confidant, betrayed me, 
and discovered barmntoal love and my frailty fo my mother. 
I had just received your letters from my cousin when they 
were seized. Tite proofs were too convincing ; grief de- 
prived her of the little strength her illness had left her. I : 
thooght I sbonld have expired at her Gsct with remorse. So 
feiirom contigning me to t^ death I merited, she concealed- 
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my shame, and was conteoted to bemoan mj' fall. Even job, 
who Iiad BO angratefuUf abused her Itindness,' was unt odiout 
to her. I VH8 witness to the effect which your, letter pro> 
dnced on her tender and aflectionate miod. Alas ! she wished 
for your happlDess and mine. She attempted more than once 
. — but why should I recaU a hope which Is now for erer ex- 
tinguished i Heaven decreed it otherwise. She closed her 
melancholy days with the afflicting consideration of being 
unable to move a rigid busband, and of leaving a daughter 
behind her so Little worthy of such a parent, 

. Oppressed wiUi such a cruel lou, my soul had no other 
strength than what it received from that impression : the 
TOice of nature uttered groans which stifled the murmurs of 
lote. I regarded the author of my troubles with a kind of 
horror. I endearoured to stifle the detestable piassion which 
bad brought them upon me, and to renoance yon for erer. 
This, no doubt, was what I ought to have done : had I not 
snfhcient canse of lamentation the remainder of my days, 
without being in coutinual quest of new sobjectg of afflictioa i 
Erery thing seemed to faYour my resolntion. If ipelanchely 
softens the mind, deep affliction hardens it. The remembrance 
of my dying mother effaced your image; ne were dittmt 
from each other ; hope had entirely abandoned me ; my in- 
comparable friend was never more great or more deierrlBg 
wbotly to engross my heart. Her virtue, her discretion, her 
ffiendsbip, her tender caresses, seemed to hare purified it ; 
I thenght I had forgotten you, and imagined myself cured. 
But It was too late ; what I took for the indiff^ence of ex. 
tipgnished love was nothing but the heaviness of despair, 

. As a, sick man, who falls into a weak state when free from 
pain,, is suddenly revived by more acute sensations, so 1 
q^kly perceived all my troubles renewed when my father 
«Cf aainted me wiOi M. Wolmar's approachmgrf turn. Invla- 
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aU« lore then gare me incredible strength. For the first 
timc^ I ventured to oppose my father to hh face. I frankly- 
protested that I could nerer like M, Wolmar ; that I vas 
detennloed to die single ; that he wai iriaster of my life^ but 
not of toy affections, and that nothing could erer make me 
alter my resolution. I need not describe the rage he was in, 
nor .the treatment I was obliged to endure. I . was immoTe. 
aMe: ^y timidity once rauquished, carried me to. the other 
extreme, and if my tone was less imperious than my father's, 
it- was Berertheless equally resolute. 

He found that I was determined, and that he should make 
no impression on me by dint of aathority. For a minute I 
thought myself freed from his persecution. But what became 
of me, when on a sndden I saw the most rigid father softened 
into tears, and prostrate at my feet '. Without suffering me 
t» ri|c, he embraced ray knees, and fixing hie streaming eyes 
on mine, he addressed himself to me in a [daintire voice, 
which stiU murmurs in my ears. '* O my child ] have some 
respect ' for die grey hairs of your unhappy father ; do not 
send me with sorrow to the grave, after her who hare thee. 
Will Eloisabe the death of all her family ?" 

Imagine my grief and astonishment. That attitude, that 
tone, that gesture, those words, . that horrible idea, over- 
powered me totlut degree, that I dropped half dead into 
bis arms, and it was not till after repeated sobs, which for 
some, time stifled. utterance, that I was able to answer him in 
a Unt and faltering voice : " .O my father,. I was armed 
against your menaces, bat I am not proof against your tears. 
Yon will be the death of your daughter." 

. We were both of us in such violent agitation, that it was 
a.Jong while before we recovered. In the mean time, re> 
coHectinj his last words, I concluded that be was better in. 
formed of the particolan of my condaet than I had imagiuad. 
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and Iwing resolred to tmn Aose circumstances of InfonnktioD 
agftinBt him, I was preparing, at the hazard 6t m^ life, to 
make a confession which I had too long deferred, when he 
haBtilf interrupted me. and, aa if he had foreseen and dreaded 
wh^ I was gtnng to declare, spoke to me tn the following 
terma: 

** I know yon hate encouraged inclinations unworthy a 
** girl of your birth. It is time to sacrifice to dnfy and 
" honour a shameful passion, which yon shall nerer gratify 
*' but at the expence of my life. Attend to what your fa- 
<( ther'B honour, and your own, require of you, and then 
*' determine for yourself. 

" M. Wolmar is of noble extraction, one who is dis- - 
'* tinguished by all the accompIishmeatB requisite to maintain 
" his dignity ; one who enjoys the public esteem, and who 
'^ deserves it. I am indebted to him for my life ; and yoa 
<' are no stranger to the engagement I have concluded with 
" him : yon are further to understand, that, on his retom 
" home to settle his concerns, he found him lelf iuTolved by 
" an unfortunate tnm of aflMrs : he had lost the greatest 
^' part of his estate, and it was by singular good luck that 
" he himself escaped frOni exile to Siberia : be is coming 
" back with the melancholy wreck of Ins fortane, upon tbv 
** strength of his friend's word, which nerer yet was for> 
" feited. Tel) me, now, in what manner I shall recerre him 
" on his return i Shall I say to him, Sir, I promised yoo 
" my daughter while you were in affiuent ci'rcnmstances, bot 
(' now your fortune Is ruined, I most retract my word, for 
" my daughter will nerer be yoor's [ If I db not express my 
^* refusal in these words, it will be interpreted in this manner. 
** To allege your pre-eiigagement will be considered as a 
" pretence, or it will be imputed as an additional disgiMB 
" to me, and. we shall pass, you for an abandoned girt, and 



'' I for & dUioDest mv), wbo bu nctificed bii word and 
« honotir to sordid intefeat, and has added ingratitude to 
*' iafidelity. My dear childt I 1wt« Ined too long now tt> 
« dose ao unblemished life with infooifj.aDd sixty yeui 
" tptnt with li«DOBr are not to bo prostituted iq a foarte/ 
'^ of «n honr. 

" Yoaperc^ire, therefore, (contJBged he, ) how wncwiMi- 
" able iiCTeryobjectLOB which yoDcan offer. Judge whetiMr 
*' the giddy paigioB of youtl;, whether the attachments which 
« tnodesty diiavows, an to be put in, conpetition ^th Ae 
*' iatj at a child, and ttie boiuHir by which a parent st^ub 
*' boond. If the dispute were, wluch of us should fall a 
" Tictim to the happiness of the other, my tendemeMi would 
" challenge the right of making that sacrifice, to ajETcdJon ; 
*' but honour, mycbild, calls apon.me, and that always de-. 
'* termines the resolution of hint whose blood you inherit." 

I was not without a pertinent answer to these remon> 
■trances ; but my father's, prejudices confiimed him in his 
principles, so different from mine, that reasons, which ap. 
peared to me unanswerable, would not hare had the least 
wdght with him. Besides, not knowing whence he had 
gathered the intelligence he seemed to hare gained with re- 
spect to my conduct, or how far his inforoatiou extended ; 
apprehending likewise, by his eagerness to iDterjupt mej 
that he had formed hb resolutioa with regard to the matter I 
was going to communicate ; aud abore all, being restrained 
by a sense of shame which I could never subdue, I rather 
chose to avail ipyself of on excuse, which. I thought would 
haTe gre&ter weight, as it squared more with my father's pe- 
culiarity of thinking. I, therefore, made a frank dectaratioB 
of the engagement I had made with you : I protested Uiatl 
would never be false to my word, and that, whatever was 
the consequence, 1 wojid nerer marry without your ctmsent. 
Vol. II. • G 
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In (rath, I wM delighted to find that my Ecni{des dtd not 
offend ium ; lie reproadied me Kvenily for entering into nich 
nn engagement, hnt he made no objeolion to ita TSlidily. - So 
«laltedBre theideas which a'gentlenan of faononr natural)^ 
entertains with regard to the faith of engagements, and So 
sacred a thing does he esteem a promise ! Instead of at- 
tempting, therefore, to dispute the force of my obligatiod to 
yon, he made me writ« a n<>te, which be enclosed In ft 
letter, and sent awaj directiy*. WiOi wtat agitation dtd't 
expect jonr answer 1. How often did I wish tbt yon might 
■hew less delicacy than yon ooglit I but I knew yon too well', 
howerer, to doubt your compliance, and was 'Sensible that 
the more pauifni yonfelt thesat^fice required of yon, tbfc 
readier yon would be to nndergo it. 

Your answer came ; it was kept a secret from me dnrin|; 
xAy- illness; after my recovery, my fears were conGmed, 
«nd I was cut off from all fnrther excuses. At least, tty ft. 
ther -declared he would admit of no more ; and the dreadAd 
«^>fenion hehad made use -of gave him such an ascendancy 
orer n^ wHI, that- he made me swear neTer (o say any thing 
to M. Wolmar which might make him averse from marryii% 
me ; for, he ^ded; that will appear to him like a trick coiu 
certed between us, and at alt events the marriage must be 
condnded. ■'. ■ 

- You know, my dear friend, tiut my oonstituffon, 'wUch 
is strong enough to endure fatigue and inclemency of weathel', 
1i not able to resist the violence of passion, and that too ex. 
qniute a aensibility is tte sonn^ of all theerila whkJi bar* 
-afflicted »y mind and body. MThedier cdatinved grief ^bad 
Wnted roy-blood, or whether nature took that oppoitiniity 
to purify it fr<Hn the tatal effecta of fermentation, bowerer K 

_ . • Sec page 88 of the present volume. 
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WUj I fovbd myself ridently dimrdered at 'theeud of oar 
CDnTemfioa. When I left my ftitber's roAm, I eOdeiiVoiired 
to wiit« 4 line to yon, but fonnd myieilf so ill, tbat I was 
-obliged to go to bed, from ^eace I lioped' nerer tb- rise. 
. Yon are too well acqaHiated with the rest. Hy inprudem^ 
-led yon to indiscretion. Yancaae, I idwyott, and thoogfat 
iAatl had^nl; beheld yon in««e of those dmtms, which dir- 
-ring mf ddirinm so often presented yoliT image before me. 
Bnt when I found that ;oa had really bedn there, that I tad 
-actually seen, yon, thort being resolied to partake of my dis. 
temper, which you conid not cure, you had pnrposely caagbt 
.tiie infection, I conld no longer, residt this 4ast proof j asA 
finding (ikat the tenderness of your aflectioH'Siir^ed even 
hope itsdf, my love, which I had taken snch pains to smo- 
ther, instantly broke thiongh^l restraint, BBdrevited with 
-more' ardour than erer. I perceived that 1 was doomed- H> 
-lOTein spite of mys^; { was sensible that I' must be gniify; 
that I conld neither re^t my father nor my lore, aiid that I 
.«ould iie*» reeoocile the rights <rf lore and consanguinity, 
.bat at the ezpenccof honour. Thus, aH my notde s^tim6nts 
were utterly estiBgnished } all my faculties were Utered; 
guilt was no longer horriUe ia my sight ; I felt 4 thordagh 
change witbin me ; at lengthtfae aomly transports of apassion, 
rendered ttapetuous ,fay opposition, threw me into the mevt 
dlmal dejection with which humam nature was ever op. 
pressed ; I even dared to despair of virtue. Yoar letter, 
.wUch was rather calonUted to awaken remorse'than (o stiifie 
:it, pot the finishing stroke to my distraction; Hy heart wds 
.'SO-fu deprared, that my- reason coirld not withstand (be 
'argoments of your plaaslble philosophy. Such horrible ideas 
crowded into my mind, as it had never been tainted with before. 
My will sjill opposed them, bat myimaginationgreW familiar 
with tbeiOf and if my soul did not faarboor anticipated guilt, 
G 2 
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jet I wu no toDg«r mistress of tbftt noble resolatioB tUcIi 
ahme ■■ capable of resisting temptation. 

I am scarce able to proceed. Let me stop a while. Recall 
to yoAr mind those dajrs of innocence and feliol^, whw the 
lively and tender passion with which we were mutnally ani- 
mated, <mty lerved torefins our sentiments ; when that.holjr 
mrdonr contributed to render modeity mor^ lorely, uid 
hononr more amiable ; when oar very desires seemed^indled 
only thatwe mighthaTe'the glory of snbdning them, ahi of 
rendering onrseWes more worthy of each other. Look orer 
onr firri letters ; reflect on those moments so fleeting and so 
little enjoyed^ when 1ot« appeared to db arrayed in all the 
charms of rirtoe, and when we were too fond of each other 
to enter into any connections which shei. condemned. 

What wrre we then, and what are we now I Two tender 
lovers spent a whole year together in painful silence ; Aey 
scarce Tenttared to breathe a eigh, but their, hearts nnderstood 
each other ; they thon^t their sufferings great, but, had 
they known it, they w«r« happy. Their mntaal silence was 
so intelligible, that atlength theyventured to converse ; bat, 
satisfied witii the power of trKHnphlng over their inclinatioBS, 
and with ^ving each other the gtorioas proofs of their v idoiy, 
they passed anotberyearin a reserve scarce less severe; they 
imparted their tronblef to each other, and were happy. But 
these violent strokes were too painful to be supported long ; 
one moment's weakness led them astray ; they forgot them- 
selves in their tnmsports ; but if they were no longer chaste, 
tbey were still constant ; at least Heaven and nature autbo. 
riled the ties which united them ; at least virtue was still 
dear to them ; they still loved and hononved her charms i 
they were less corrupted than debased. Though they wero 
less worthy of felicity, tb^ stiH continued haj^ty. 

What mam are those aSiectionate lorers who ^owed with 



BIOI8A. Its 

•0 rafiscd a, paadon, and v«r« to wiiiiI4«'of tk« worth of 
Jmnoar ? WKo cm be Mqnainted with their conditJoD, 
wtthont aighlDg orar them ? — Behold Uiem « prej to gaitt. 
Erai the id^of detiing th« marriage^bed does not now itrike 
them with horror— Aej meditate adalterj ! — How I li it. 
pWBiUe that th^ can be the same pair 1 Are not their sonla 
entirely altered 7 How cottld that lorely image^ whirh the 
witlLed never behold, be eAced la tbe minds when tt ttnce 
■hone BO bright ? Are not thej, who bare once tatted of tbe 
4&aims of virtue, for ever after ^sgnited with Tice ? How 
Muy ages hare passed to produce this astonishing altenttni ? 
Wliat length of time conld be capable of destiOTing lo de- 
lighted a remeiobranee, and of extingdsbing the true sense, 
•f Ii^>ptness i* those who had- once enjoyed it ? Alas ! if the 
Int step of Irr^larity mores with slowand painful phce, 
bow ecsy and predpttate are ttiose wbldi fellow I How groat 
is th* lUailoo of passion I It is that which fiudiuites resMn, 
tMrays prudence, andnew-modelstiatoro before we percein 
the change, A single momeDt leads us astray ; A rin^e step 
draws US out of tho right path. From tbai time an irre- 
ijl;tible propensity harries ns on to our rain. From that time 
we iHl info a gnlf, and arise frightened to find onnehet op. 
pressed with crimes, with hearts formed tfir Tiftue. My 
dear ft'lend, let us drop the curtain. Can it be necessary to 
•ee the dangerovs precipice it t^inceals from os, Inorderto 
avoid apprpachiog it ?— I resone my narrative. 

M. Wolmar arrived, and Dade no objection to the alte. 
nition in my featores. My father pressed me. The noarn. 
tag for my mother was just orer, and my grief was proof 
agidnsttime. I couldformnopretenceto elodemy promise ; 
and was nnder a aecessity of AilfiUIng It, I thonght the day 
which was to separate me for ever from yon andfrom myself, 
would have been tbe Ust of my life, I conld have beheld Ae 
G S 
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|)repustioai for my fgnenL witk EfcM horror tluu Aoae tor 
tp,j TurriBgp. The neater the fatal monnt inw, the lew. 
I founii jDjKif able to rgot out 1117 first afiectkiiii fron my- 
■onl,; my efforts rather lerred to inflame thin erifctgihh^ 
theoi. At length I gave over the frnitleM itrnggle. At th*: 
wry time th»t I was prepaivd to swear eternal constancy to 
another, my heart still vowed eternal lore .to thee ; aadl 
was ca(ri«d to the temple as a poUnted victim, which defiUa 
tile aJtar on which it.ifl sacrificed. 

Whep I cajaeiothechuich„J feltat my'entmice a kind, 
of emotion which I had jirrei experienced helore. An in. 
conceivable terror seised my, wind in that solemn and aagoit 
place, which was full of the Being wotriiipped there. A. 
Ndd«n. hortof.made me shiver. Trembling^ «nd ready'to 
&iat, U was with difficulty I rMched the altar. . Far.fcoU 
being CAOpofed, I tutad my disorder Increue dnnng tlw 
ceremwiy, and eceiy shv^t I beheld strack me witktatror. 
The gle^Mny light of the temple, aad pro&und sileBoe of tfa* 
spectators, Ocir decent and collected depoatment,. Qtt tnia, 
of all. my relationa, the aw^V look of my veneiahle faflier^ 
all contributed tq ^re the ceFemraiy an ale of selemntty, 
which commanded my attention and rererence^ asd which 
made me tremble at the very thon^ of penury. I iiinftiiiul 
that I beheld the inatmment ef Freridence^ and tint I heard. 
the voice of Heaven In the mipister, who proBO«iic«d (bo: 
holy liturgy wjth nqcommpn solemDi^- The parity, the dig*, 
nity, the sanctity of marriage. So forcibly exfwetsed in the 
words of Scripture, the chaste, the sublime duties it incul- 
cates, and which are. so important to the happiness, the 
order, the peace, the being of human. ^(tfnre, fo agrecaUo. 
iu themselres to he qbserred, a!l conipiredto make such an ~ 
impretuon upon me, that I felt a thorough revolution withfai, 
m?, An In^i^lepower seemed suddenly to rectify the dis^ 
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order, of ay affections, and to settle them sccordiiig to the 
laws of dqt^ and natare. The Etenul and Omnipresent 
Pover, Slid. I to. myself, now reads the bottom of n^ soul; 
be;Coiqpa[es my s^ret will with my Terb«l declaration; 
^eareta and earth are witness to the solemn engagement I am 
g<uag to contract ; aod they shall be witness of my fidetitj 
in .obserring the obligation. What homan dnty CiUi they 
reprd, who daro to violate the first and most sacred of all ? 

A casual gUnce on Mr. and Mrs, Orbe, whom I saw op. 
posite to each otber, fixing their tender looks on me, afiected 
me more powerfully than all the other objects , aionod me. 
P m^St amiable and virtuous pair ] though your love is less 
viol^tj are yon therefore less closely attached to each other i 
Duty and honour are the bonds which. unite yon ; affectionate 
ftiends 1 futhfut couple 1 you do not burn with that de» 
vonring flame which consumes the soul, but ,yoii lore each 
olber with a gentle and refined affec^on, which nourishes tl^ 
jundjwhid) prudence antborizes, and reason directs ; yon, 
,t]wrefore,,^ay mere substantial felicity. Ah 1 Uuri in an 
anion like yonrs I could recover the same innocence, and 
attain the same happiness ! If I have not like you deserved 
it,; X will at least piuieaTour to make myself worthy of it by 
yonr. example. 

These sentiments r^iewed my hopes, aod .revived my con- 
sage ; I considered the tie I was preparing to. form as a new 
state, which would purify my soul, and restore me to a just 
sense of my dnty. When the minister asked me whether I 
promised perfect obedience and fidelity to him whom I re- 
ceived for my husband ? I ntade the pnunise not only with my 
.tips bntwith my hearty and I will keep it inviolably .till my 
fleath. , . 

When we returned home, I sighed for an hour's solitude 
and recollection. I obtained ^t, not without difficulty ; and 
G4 
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howefer nger I wu to make tii« best advaatage of 1^ I 
nerertbeteM' ebtered into self-examination irith reluctanoCj 
beingofraid ieet I sttontd dIsettTer that I bad odI; been 
■Sected hj xiiiie trmtitory ImpMsiions, and that at the b«t> 
torn I 'Should find myself as nnwortb]' a wife as I liad been aq 
indljcreel girt. The raetbod of making the trM wbaiir^ 
bat dangerous ; i began it by turniug m)^ tbougbtson yon. 
My lieart borewitnew that db tender ree»DectioB bad pitu 
fiuted tbesblemn eDgagement I had liltety tnadft. I could not 
tonceiTe witbent astoaiahment, how jonr image conld ham 
forborne iti obitloate intnislen, and hare left me so long at 
Kit, amidst em many oecasiohs whldi migbf hare readied 
jou to my mind ; I-should hsre miitruated my ImeuiUIi^ 
Ud forgetftllBeu, a^ treacherons dependencies, which were 
too uinataral to be Intii^. I foand^ bdwerer, tluit I wu 
in no danger of deloRon : I waa sensible that I still lored yoft 
as mnchj if not mon tban erer ; Irat I felt my dFectioo fofr 
-ymi without a Uosh. I found that I ronid veiitnre tolhink 
of yon, without rotating that I was the wife of anotber. 
When a tacit self. confession reported how dear yon was to 
me, my lieart was afi^cted, but my conscience and my sensea 
were cOnipospd, and from that moment I perceired that mf 
mind was changed in reality. What a torrent of pore J07 
-Aen rnibed into my son! 1 What tranquil sensations, so loiif 
eSaccd, then began to rerire a heart which ignominy had 
Itained, and to dtthse an unnsAal aerenity through my wholo 
- frame ! I seemed as if I had been new bom, and fancied that 
I was enterii^ hilo' another life. O gentle and bafany Tirtne I 
I am regenerated for thee ; thon alone canst make lifft dear 
to me ; to thee alone I consecrate my being. Oh ! I haT« 
too fatally experienced the loss of thee, ever to abandon Ike* 
a tecond time. 
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In tlie ni^re of so gt^t, m sudden, aa unexpected, a 
plunge, I y^ntored to reflect «b taj litaation the precedteg 
^y : I trembled, on thinking to wlfst A stxta of uaffortt^ 
debasement I had been reduced by fargetting trhat,! ow«d to 
i^ielf ; and I thuddered at all the dangers I had run sinca 
ny first step of deviation. What a happ^ revolution of nind 
•nabled me to ditcorer Uie ftorruc of the (rinie -ff^ch threw 
temptation before me ; and ho# did the lore pf diMretion re. 
nje within me I By what uncommon accident, faid I, could 
I hope to bfe more faitbful to loTe than to honnar, which I 
held in snch high esteem ? What good ^M^one would prerent 
your inconstancy or my own from delivering me a prey to 
new attachments i How could I oppose to anotl^^r lonr tiiat 
resistance which the first bad conquered, and that s|iaiMi 
which bad been accnglamed to yield to incl^tion ? Should 
I pay more n^rd to the rights of extinguished love, than I 
did to the claim of virtue, while it maintained its full empire 
iit my mnl 7 What security could I have to love no otiier 
but yon, except that inward assnrance which deceiies all 
lovers, wbo swear eternal constancy, and inconsiderately 
pojnre themselves upon every change of their affectianB ? 
Thus, one deviation from virtue would have led to anotiier ; 
and vice grown habitna], wonld no longer have a[^»eared 
borrible iu my sight. Fallen from honour to infkmy, with, 
out any hold to stop me ; from a seduced virgin I should 
kave become an abandoned woman, the scandal of my fex 
and the torment of my family. What bos .iav«d me from so 
natural a consequence of my first tran^teeiiion I What 
checked me after my first guilty step ? What has preserved 
my reputation, and the esteem of my beloved friends? 
What has placed me uudar the protection of a virtuous and 
discreet husband, whose character is amiable, whose person 
is agreeable^ and wkois full of that respect and a&ctioafor 
&5 
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me wbtcb t hare so little deserved i What, In abort, eoableV 
Hie to asfdre after the character of a virtuous ^fei, and ptM 
. me conrageto reader myseir worthy of that title ? I see, I 
f^t- it ; it is the friesdly-basd iriiich has cendacted mtf 
through the paths of darkness, that- now removes tha tell of 
error from mj eyes ; and, in my own deepite, resteres Be to 
myself. The gentle roice which iDcessantiy monnBred widAf 
me, now raised its tone, and thundered in tay eart, at-tbe 
tery ' moment that I was near being lost for ever. - !%« 
Anibor'of all tmtli would not allow me to qvit bis' ^rcKnem 
-iritH the^onsdoBsgailtofdetestable-peijary ; and prerentittg 
my'cHme by my remorse, bath shown' me ^ frightful aihysw 
inlo wUeb I was ready tQ fall. Eternal ProTideace 1 who 
dtst make thenuectcrftwl,' sad the heavens < veve^TO, tkm 
art wat(Afiil over the least of «U thy works 1 tboa bast te* 
galled me 10 dtat virtae whi^ I was bom to revere I dd^^ 
Qwcefore, to receive from a heart pnrHied bythy goedaeatf 
ttat homage which ttwn alone bast rendered worthy tfay ao- 
ceptance. . , , 

. That instant, ^beiDg im|H'eised with a lively sense of tlw 
danger I bad esc^ied, and of tbe state of honour and secari^ 
inii4dch I was Jutppily re-established, I prostrated ' myaelf 
on tiie ground, and liftiiif mysoppKant bands to Hanea,: 
} iovolLed that Being etiftroned on high, -whose pleasnae mtf^ 
ports or destroys, by means of oar own strengtli, that fra^ 
wiU he has bestowed. I eagerly (said I) embrace tko 
proffered godS, of which thou alone art the avthor. I will • 
lovethe bwband to whomthon halt attached me. IwUlbe 
lUtbful, becKua it is the chief dnty vtlucb unites priiate. 
femilies, -and soi^ty in general. I will be chaste, beoanse< 
it is the parent virtue vbicb nourishes all Qie rest. I. will 
adhere. to everything relative to the order of natu ra which ■ 
thou bast MtaUished, and t» the dictates of reason whu^ I . 
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litre derived from thee. I recofflinend my hevt to thy pro- 
.tecdm, tud my. detires to ihy gnJduice. Kender all ii^ 
actions eaDfsniMtale to my steadfait will, which ia em 
liaat ; and nerer more permit momentary error to triiuniA 
flTBT the settied choice of my. life. 

Baling finisked this short prayer, the first I ever made 
with trpe devotion, I found myself confirmed hi virtuous re^ 
, solatioiis ; it seemed so easy sod so agreeable to foUov these 
dicltttes, that J clearly perceived where I must hereafter r^ 
SCHt for that power to resist my inclinations, which I, coohl 
JOOt derive from myself. From this new discovery I acquired 
fresh confidence, and lament that fatal blindness which hul 
,so long'COiicealed. it from me. I never liad been devoid of 
' rel^ioii, but perliaps I had better have iMen wholly lo, ttian 
to have pnrfess!^ one ^hich was external and mechanical | 
and wUdi satisfied the conscience withont affecting the heart : 
■.«M vhifh wBS'0<»fiBed Ut set forms, and taogkt roe to be* ' 
Ueve in God at stated hoars, withont Uunking of him the 
remainder of my time. Scrupulously attendant on public 
worship, I . nevertheless drew no advantage from it lo assist 
|De in-the practice of my duty. Knowing tliat ,1 was of a 
go5»d family, I indulged my inclinatimis, was fond of specu- 
lation, and pat my trust in reason. Not b^ag able to re. 
concjie the spirit of the Gospel with the manners of the 
world, not faith with wor)^ I steered a middle course^ 
which satisfied lbe:vaai^ of my wisdom: I, bad one set of 
maxims for specnktion) and another for practice ; I fo^t 
in cHie place the opinions J formed in another; I was a de-: 
votee at chnrch, and a philosopher at home i . alas ! I was 
Bothing any where ; my prayers were but words, my rea> 
ioning mere sophistry, and the only light I followed was the 
Use glimmeriag of an ignis fatuus, which guided me to 
dostmction. 

G9 
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I cannot deMTibe to' you bow mnohthti inward prbujpltf^ 
whuli liKl««Nipedne4]U noW,'Bi>de tti«dMtiS(ediote Whb 
bad M) ibBiMfally mbled bm. Tdl me, I «DttPBt fan, VbM 
WU the stfODgestrruon in their support; and onWttat fouBb 
ditioadid they rest} A bTovaible itntinct dll'fcctt toe' to 
good, some impetnonB passEon rises in oppMitiOB ; it titkes 
r(H>tiiiiiie'SMieinitant,'what ttost I do te destroy it f Frott 
■ Gonlemplatioii' im the order of nature, I Akov«P teftCKIk 
ty of TirttK, wad ttoja itt general ut}Hty I derite its «iee1- 
lence. Bnt what do thegr argnncnti Wall, when tbey stand fta 
cempatitioato toy print»-UtereBt; and fflilebintlM endb 
of molt con leciaence t« me, to ptoeore my oWB ItappinMa 
»t (be erpenc* of othen, or to promote tfief«lidty of otliert 
It tb« eixpence' of ny ownhaiipiiMM?]rth«'drmd»f ahtni 
or pnoithment d«ter me froB commtttiag erU fAt theSdEeitf 
my own prirato good, I htre notbiat mor6 todo titan to dft 
in secret; ririae then cannot npferaid me, and if I am det 
tected, I ahall be pnoished^ na <rt ^arta, not on acconnt of 
my cijme^ b^ becaniel htdjiotfogenni^ tp conceal it. Is 
dutrt, admittiBg the character -and- the lore of rirlnb to bfe 
Imiwinttd id my heart by nature, it Will serre me ai a rnH 
of condactmiitstrnpreuiooB are. defaced ; bat hitw shaQ I 
besure always 'to preterre tbl» Inward effigy in 1(9 ordinal 
pority, vhich hai no model among snblnnary beings,' to wUdb 
it can be referred i Is it not evident, that irregular offectitin* 
corrupt the jndgmmt as well as llie will, and that conscience 
itself changes, and In erety age, in every people, in every 
individnal, accommodates itself to inconstancy of 'opiBion,' 
and diversity of prejudice ? 

Adore the Snpreme Being, my wortbyand prnd«nt friead ; 
wHh one pnff of breath yoa will be able to dissipate those cbi. 
aleras of reuon, which have a vbionary appearance, and 
which fly like so many shadows bWore immutable truA. Nom 
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tfnog edrti but fiireiai^ bfan who is Mlf.«xlfteiit. Itii %c 

who dir«cti t& teuimtjot josQce, ixn the bsaia vf Tirtmf, 
■adgWes ftKoompeacetDS^hort life ipent accordfaig to hit 
will t it is 'h« wbo prAclAims aloud to the gtdltj tkM tbeir sis. 
eret crimes ue detMted, abd gives Bssunnce ttt tiM righted 
mil in obscurity, tli&t tbrir Tittoes arenotlrithOiit: a wibtfatti 
It is he, it b liis nnftltentble substance,* tbat 1* flie true i9(idd 
*f tbose Infections of wbl(^we all beartbe image irlAfa 
as. It is 'in nln'tkat oirt pawlom dlsfigflreit; its'tniciM) 
whichAreallied to the Ikflnite' Being, ever present thenielvea 
to oar reason, and serre to re-establish what erro^ and im- 
postare hare perverted. These distinctions seem fo mo ez^' 
trendy oatnral; cammon sense Is satScient to ptrint them 
ant. Every thing which we cannot sepomte fVom ^e idea 
of iMtinti essence is God ; all die rest it the work of men.' 
It is by the contemplation of this divine model, that the soid 
becomes refined and exalted ; that it learns to de^rise low deJ 
sires, and to tridmph over base inclinations. A heart im.' 
pressed with these roblime tmths is superior to tbB mean pas> 
sions of hnmaQ uatare : the idea of infinite grandear sabdoetf 
the pride of man ; the delight of contemplation abstractlf 
lllm from gross desires; and if the Immense Being, who is 
the iiibjectof his thoughts^ had no existence, it would neverj 
tiieless be of use to exercise his miad in bu(A meditations, in 
order to malce him more master of himself, more vigaroni,' 
more discreet, and more happy. 

Do you require a particular instance of those vain snblle- 
tles framed by that self-sufficient reason, which so vainly re> 
lies Ou its own strength ? Let us cooUy examine the argn> 
meats of those philosophers, those worthy advocates of a 
crime, which never yet seduced any whose minds were not 
previously corrupted. Might one not conclude that by a di- 
rect attack on the most holy and mastsolemoofoU contract*, 
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Ou>9t dangeroiu d}q)Btaittj were dttermlaed at one alroke t0 
HinihiliCttt faamKn sodety.tn general^ which b founded on tb* 
Aith of engBgements i Bat let ni cooslder, I beieech 701I} 
how fbey 'excidptte secret adnlterj ? It ii beoaose, uy they, 
. so mischief ariMS-fron it; not even to the hmband, Vho U 
^nonst of the wrong. : But can tbey be certain that he will 
tX\njs remain igboraDt of the injury offered him ? Is it stiff* 
dent to authorise perjury and In&ddify, that' titey do na 
wroBg to others ? Is the mischief which tb«gn>ltyd*totheiB- 
■dres not suificient to create an abhorrence of guilt I Is it 
no crime to be false to our word, to destroy, as &r a»,w« 
axe able, Qie oUlgation of oaths, and the most iariflable con. 
tracts ? Is it no crime to take pains to render ourselves- 
false, treaeheroua, and perjured I Is it no crime to form at., 
tachments which occasion yon to desire the prejudice, uid to 
wiri) flte death of another ? even the death of one whom .w« 
oa|ht to lore abore others, and with whom we ture sworn to 
Ihe? Is not tliat -state in itself an ^eril, which is productiTO: 
of a thousand consequential cranes ? Eiefi good itself, if at- 
tended with BO many mischiefs, would, for that reason (Hily, 
beaneril.- 

Shall one of the parties pretend to innocence, who ma^ 
chance to be disengaged, and bare pledgedhis fsith to no one t 
He is grossly mistaken. It is not only the interest of has-- 
band and wife, bnt it is the common benefit of mankind, tha^ 
the purity of marriage be preserved nnsnllied. Whenerer 
two persons are joined together by that solemn contract ; all 
mankitid cater into a tacit engagement to respect the sacred 
tie, and to honour the cooji^al unit^; and this appears to be 
a powerful reason aguast clandestioe marriages, which, as 
they eiproBs no public sign of such an union, expose innocent, 
maids to the temptaHtm of adolterons passion. The public 
are in some measare gnaraateei of a coatnci which puses in. 
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ttnir presence ; and we may rentore to wy, tkat the hoaonr 
of ■ modest vofluui U under the ipecittl pntectfen of sU good 
*Bd worthy people. Wboerer, tbere&ire, due* to Mdacejter 
is crimlnkl I First, becanse he: bat^ tempted ber to sin^ and 
tiiat ererf one is an accMupUce in &ose crimes whicJt he par- 
nades.othen to commit :. in the next place, be Sibs diieCtljr 
Uauelf, became be vitdatefi the p^Uc and sat;red futh of ma- 
trimonj, iridiont vfaidi bo order or ragnlarit; can anbriit ia 
■odetf . 

The crime, say they, Is secret,. eonseqiiMitly no iii)DTy can 
nkvli from it to any one. If these pfailosopliera Iiellere Hut 
•xistence of ■ God, and tile imnovtali^ of tite buoan ; smI) 
caa th^ call that crime aecret which has for its witness the 
Btfng principally offended, and the only itgblMns jvdge i \\ 
b K strange kind of a secret which b hid from aU eyes oxcept 
ttpse from which it ia our interest most to conce^it 1 If .they, 
do not, hoireTer, admit of the omnipresence of the Dtriaity, 
yet^ how eao they dare to affirm tlaU tiiey do injniy to m». 
aoB 7 How can tltey prore that It is a matter of indiflereoco- 
toaparent.to educoteheirs whoare strangers to his blood; 
to beeocDmber^d perhaps with more children than he wonld 
otherwise bare hod, and to be obliged to distribnte his fortune 
awmg those pledges of his cUshononr, without feeling for- 
tbem any sensations of parental tenderness and natunl aC. 
(ecfion ? If we inptMHe these philosophers to be materialists,; 
we bare th«i a Mrcmger fonodation for opponng their tenets., 
by the gentle dictates of natnre, which plead in every breast. 
af^iQstthe prjndples of a Tain philosopliy, which have never 
yet been controverted by sound reasoning. In short, if the 
body alone produces cogitation, and sentiment depends En- 
tirely on or^nizotion, will there not bea more strict ansiogy 
between two beii^ pf the same blood ? Will tbey not have a 
more violent attwbment to each other ! Will tbere not b« a . 
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TCSMAIaacs te^ctn Ifaeir wvia u veil u fhtax featttro^ 
vUcli is « mo«t powerfbl motiteto inipire aatK^ mSection.! 

or dutorb tUi nattml tmion bjr ttemixtare of adnltent* 
Uood, and to perrert the principle of that mntn^ affectum 
irUob onglit to gemaatalltlie memben of oh* frmilj ^ WJio 
ironU not ■biiddM' Vrith horror st tbetkai^ti of baTJiig ons 
bifant dunged, for anodier by a nnrie ? Aad ■ it a 1«h crima 
to make sach a change before the infant is bom i 
■ If .1 aknaAeT-ny oymm in particuiar, what niichic£i d» 
I discover JntblHtnoontlnency, which issapposed to donoio* 
JDiyl Tbe debarment of a gnilfy iroman, who, after tW 
lots of ber honour, soon forfeits all oihn Tirtnei, is almw 
snfBcienf, What manifast symptoms convey to a tender hof 
band the i^telligeoce of tiuit iajniy which they think to jAS. 
ttfy by secpesy : the loss of the wife's aflbctioD Is saffioimf 
proof. To what purpose will all her affiUed endeavoura 
aervej biitioimanifeat ber indifference tiie more ? Can weJm- 
pose njxih the jealous eye of lore by feigned caresses ? And- 
what tortiire must hefeel^ who is attached to a beloted ob- 
ject, whose hand embraces, while her heart rejects him ! Ad- 
. mltting, bowerer, tlialfortune should faroar a conduct iriiicb 
die has BO often betrayed, and to say nptUng of the rasfanesif 
of tnuting our own aSeeted innvcence and another's peace 
ta precautions whibh Frorideuce often thinks proper td As- 
concert- — -yet, what deceit, what falsehood, what imposture 
ll requisite to ctmceal a criminal commerce, to deceire a hus- 
band, to corrupt EerraatB, and to iMpose upon the pnbUc ! 
What a disgraoe to the accomplices 1 what an example to 
(Mdren ! What must become of their education amidet so 
much solicitude how to gratify a guilty passion with impuoi. 
ty 1 How is the peace of the family and flie union of the 
heads of It to be maintained J Whatl inallthes* circnm- 
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stuoM does the huibuid rec^ve no injtny t But who can 
nak* him reconpence for iheftrtwltkbiboald lave been de- 
Totod' to him i Who can reitere hhti tbe aSecOotu of i vain. 
^le woniBB? Who can f^e hfan peace of mtiid, and corijiu 
gal confidence 7 Wbo can cure bim of Us well gToiiD^ed nb 
pidoni! Whocuei^ageftfathertotnutthefeeUiig^ofna- 
tun when he embiatee Ui chUd i 

With regard to HA pietefided - MniiecUona whidli may I* 
formed in ftnySea by means of adnlteiy and infidelhjr, tt > 
auwot b» Gomiderad a a seriMit orgvment, btit rather as an 
abanrd and bratal mockery, which desertea no other answer 
fban dlsdafai and indignation. Th^ treasoni, the quarrels, 
the battles, the mainders, with Which this' irregularity has is 
aD ages peeied the earth,' toe mtffiliient prteft how far the 
pMce and tndoD 6f mankind Is to be ^moted by attachtnentg 
fcandedin gdilt. If any' soeU principle results from this 
idle and ideqiicable cftmnKr6e, it may be compa^' to that 
which unites A hand .of robber^, and wUch ought' tb be de- 
stroyed and ainidled} In ordet to euBoretlie safety of lawful' 
commanicatton. 

1 tiave endeBTonred to suppress the indignation which Aese 
principles excited in me, tn Ofder to discuss them with greater 
Moderation. The more cxtnragant and ridicnlbus I find 
tiiem, tbe more I cOi hiterested to refute them, in order to 
make myidf aifaamed of < tiaring Hsfened to them with loo 
little reserve. Yon see how ill they can endure tbe test o^ 
•onnd reason ; but ttom whence can we derive the sacred 
£c<ateB of reamn, if not from him who is the source 6f all' t 
And what ihtdl we think of those who, iu 6rdeT to n^lead 
mankind, preT«it this heavenly ray, Wbidi he gave them as an 
unerring guide to virtue? Let us abandon this philosophy tit 
words ; let us distrust a f^adous Tirtne, which undermines 
dl oAer Tlrtnes, and attconptstOTindicateerery vice, toftu- 
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tboiizetbe practice of erery apeci«i of guilt IIm raraat 
mtiiod'Of discoveriag OOr doty is diligently to examine what' 
ig'rigbt, aad trecuBiot ;IoDg<XHitiaaetbe«XMniaatioii, wilfe^- 
Qtit TecHTFiiig to Uv Author of all goodness. This is what' 
1 baTedoDO since I haTetaken pains to rectify.iny principlea^ 
-%Bd in^mnre .my reason : fhis is a task you will per&nn; 
better than I, when yon arti disposed to. pursue the same 
GOQiae. It is a comfort to me to reflect, tbat you hare fre- 
fuently nourished my miad with derated uotions of religbm, 
and yoi|, whose heart dieguised nothing fr«Dl me, would not ' 
hare talked to me ia thatstrajn had your sentimeutB difiered. 
from youc declaration. I recollect wijth pleamre that coo- 
f^nfatkuw of this k!b^ were erer delightful to ub.< — We never 
-fosnd thQ prejKDce of the Si^reme, Being troublesome : Jt 
ladier filled as, with hope thaq terror : it ncrTer yet dis- 
mayed any bat guilty seals ; we wero plc«ft«d to think that 
be iras: witness to oor iBterviem* and m> lored to eialt onv 
minds ta the cwjIeni^tiaB of the Qeity, If we were now 
andthen.9baMd:1iy shame, we Teflectfld, thMat least bewaa 
. privy to onr inmost thoughts, and that idea reoewed ov> 
tnatnUlity. 

- If this «onJMe>ce ledn»aa*n^ neTerthrieas tbepiineipla 
•Q-l^tdcb it waff fonndedis al<»e ctpableof reclaiming, us t* 
virtse.. Ia:it«otHD,iiH>rthy ofaniantobttalwaysatiariaiifie 
Wi^ hiaiMlf;:(iDt have one rule fQr.hia actiona, another fn 
Usopbiionsj tolhinkasif he waft abstracted from, matter, to 
let as > if he yraa devoid of soul, and never to be aqnble of 
i^fOpfiotiiViiungleaGtion.of.his.UfBtohis owKentire self} 
For my ofrn paxt, I think the principles of tbe ancients arc 
foStiient to fortify.ua, w^en^they are not confined to men 
' s^onbrtiDO, 'Weakness is iBcidepttp human nature, and tb« 
noFcifill Bajung, wlio >^e man frail, will nq dffqbt pardon 
hisbailty i.lint guilt iaaqmli^ which. b^ngs. only to th* 
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wkked, aad will not remtio nnponidied by the Anthor of all 
jtuticek An iafidet, vbo 'a otherwise well mclined, praetifea 
Cbose tk (ves h« admirea ; he acts from tasle^ not from cholMt 
If all bis desires h^pen to be regular, lie iiidnlgei then 
witboat reserve. He Would gratilj them }d the aame roaJu 
ner, if tbey were irregular; for what Aoultl restrain hbn2 
Bnt he who acknowledges and wordiips the commoa Father 
(tf mankind, pcrceirefi thkt he is destined for nobler pnrpe* 
Ks. An ardent wish to fulfil the end of hii Mng aniniBtet 
his zeal ; he follows a moce certain mle of action thaM.api. 
petite ; be luun» how to do wbnt ii rigid wt tho eXpence vt 
bia bicKnationsj and to uorillce the desires ttf his heart to tbc 
call of di^- Snth^ tnj detf friend, is fbe heroic sacrifice rto 
quired <^iii botlk Hw lore which attached ns, would bair^ 
proved the delight of «iir Urea; it annR-red hope. It bid defli> 
pace to tfkoe and absence ;: it eodiu-ed. ererf kind of prooft 
So aiocen a jjasflioa ought oever to hare decayed of Itself i it 
waswarthy tobe saorificedtoYlrlueolone. 

I' must observe further. All drcnmstances are altered 
between «s, aad your h«art mwt accoqimodate itself to tkr 
change. Tbeiwife.oC M- Wolnar is not ypnr Gknia ; joor 
change of aeutiioent with, regard to her is nnavoidablie ; and 
it d«pend8 opoB yonr own duKce to siake Ibe aUeratiac.H- 
dound to yonr bfoonr, according fo the elecfion yo* make (rf 
vi^eor .virtoe. I iwcollect a passage in an author whose 

Iauthoritr yOn wUI net cont^rert. : Love, . says be^ ia f 
destitute of its greatest chann when it is abaadontd 1^1 
honour. To be sensible of its bue value, it Buutwarm tibr 
heart, ai)d exalt US| bjr raising the otgec^ of our desires.-r^ 
Take away tbs: idw of peitection^and yen deprive love of aH 
its, eotbnsiaun ; banish esteem, and love is no more. How 
can a woman honour the man whom she onght to despise ? 
How can he himself honour ber, wbo has not scrupled to 
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abandoH hemtf to ft Tile iediicer7 Tbns they will soon «i. 
teriain a mntinl coAtnnpt for tAcb other.' Lore, that celetl 
tl«l priadple, will be debased into a sbamefbl commerce be- 
ttwean them. Th.ey wlQ luTe lost thelf honour without at- 
taining feltci^.* This, m^ dear friend, is our lesson, pen. 
iiedbf fonrovnliuid; nercr vere oar hearts tOoreagree- 
kblf attached, andnemvashonoar so dear fo us, as in those 
iaifipy d^ whm this Tetter was written. R«Bect then, how 
W^ihwdd be IniUed at this tune by a gmity passion, nourish. 
«d at Hib expeAce «? the mwt agreeable transports which can 
bistdrethe MTOll Tlie bohvr of Vice, which it so natnr^to 
OS both, would eoon extend to Uie partner of onr gnttt i wc 
thojAi snt^laiB ma^al' lutred, for harlng loVed each' other 
indiscreetty, and remorse would qnicUy extinguish affection. 
Is It not Itetter to wfine a generons sentbnent^ in order to 
fender it permsjieBt i Is tt not better at least to preserre 
whftt wemaj grani with innocence? Is not this preserrn^ 
what is more delightful thaA kll other emjAyaents ? Tes, my 
AaiT and'worfhy friend, to Keep onr loVe Inriolabte, we must 
renoonoe each other. Let ns fdrget aB that has passed, and 
eontia«e Ae lonr of mj-Boal.' Iliis idea is so agreeable, 
that It com'pensateg fo'f eferythlng. 

- ThtishaTeIdraW(iafaitb)<alp]ettire«>f mylife, andgiTCB 
youa genoine d«t^l ti erei^ inward sentiment. Be assn. 
nd Oat I l«tc yoa ffdlL 1 anf still attadied to jron vUh sadi 
• tender and llTelf affection, that any other than myself 
Would be tftarm«d : bht I feel ft princ^ile of a different kind 
■wtibia me, wUch secures me a!ga}nst my apprekennons from 
mch en attachment I perceive that the nature ot my a&e> 
iioii is entirely altered, and in this respect, my past f^ngt 
are Ae grounds of my pretent securi^. I know that scru. 

^ See Letter XXIV. in VoL I. 
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pulou decoram and the paradp of virtae mi^t require more 
of me, osd not be Mtisfied, naleu I utterly forgot you. But 
I Jure a more certain rule of conduct, ajs^ will abide by it 
I attend to the secret dictates of conipleqce ; I find nothing 
there which reproaches iQe, and it never decaves those wh^ 
consult it with sincerity. , K thi> be notaufficieottojastiry 
me iKfore the world, itUenoiij^.to restore me to composure 
of mind.. How liaa thia happy change been, produced f | 
know not Iipw. All I know i|, that I wished for it most arc 
dently. Qod alone has pccon^lisbed the rest. I ^am oon- 
Tlnced, that a mind once corrupted will erer remain so, and 
will never recover of its^^ unless some pndden revplfitMm, 
^me un^pected change of fortune and c(H>dition,, entirely 
altei^ its connections. Whep all its habits tire destroyed, 
and all its passions modified, by tfa^^ thorough rerolution, k 
■ometiives resuv)e> it? primitiye ohar^ter»JUld. becomes Jiju 
a new Ii«bg recently formed by the Imnds of nature. Then 
t&e recollection of iti former uavortliiiie*! may serve as & 
preserratire ag^nst reb^Hie- Yesterday we were bas^ and 
alyect ; to-day we ^e spirited and msgtuyDimoHi. By thus 
making a cltfse comparisoq lietween tlfe two diSerent states, 
we become more sensible of the talue of tliat which we have 
recovered, and more attentive to support it. 

My marriage lias mad^ me e^pe riepce soaetliiiig like the 
change I endeavoured to explain to you. This tie, which I 
dreaded so mnch, has extricated me from a slavery much more 
dreadful ; and my husband becomes dearer to me for having 
restored me to myself. 

Yon and I were, however, too closely attached for a change 
of this kind to destroy the union between ns. If yon lose 
nn affectionate mistress, you gaia a faithful friend ; and what. 
ever we have irosglned in.onr state of delusion, I cannot be. 
lieve that the alteration is to your prejudice, - Let it, I oon> 
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Jure yon, encoarage yoit t6 take the same resolafion ttat E 
IiBve rormed, to become Ime&fter more viae &nd Tirtooiu, 
and to refine the tessoas of philosophy by the precepts of 
'Christian moTolityi 1 shall never be thorougbly kappy, nn< 
leffl yon likewise enjoy bappiaesS ; and I am more conrinced 
than erer, that tbere is no rfeal feUcity witbont Tirtue, If 
yon dnceiely Iwre me, afford me the agreeable consolation to 
find "tiiat oar hearts correspond in their fetorn (p TJrtue, ai 
-they anhq>[)ily agreed in their deviation fromit. 

I needvot mak6 my apolOgyfortlw length of this epistle. 
' 'Were yon less dear to me, I sltoald have shortened it, Be- 
tfore I conclnde, I have one favour to request of yon. M. 
Wolmaris a stranger to my past conduct ; bnta frank since- 
rity ispart of the duty loweJoWmt I should hare made 
^he coafessiOn an hundred times ; you alone have restrained 
'me. Thon^ I ad acqaainted with M, Wolmar's discrettoa 
•andmoderatioD,'yet to meotionyonr name is always to bfinf 
^•u in competition, and- 1 would not do it witbont yout* con- 
■ent. Can tiiik request b6 disagreeable to yon ?' And whW 
■I flatter myself tO obt^n your leave, do Idepend toio much 
'On yon or mi myself! Consider, I beseech yon, that this re- 
serve is inconsistent with innocence ; that it grows every 
day more insupportable ; aftd that I shall not enjoy a mo> 
uenVs rest till I rec^ve jont answer. 



LE^TEB CXII. 

TO ELoisA. 
Ako wilt thou no.longev be my Eloisa ? Ah 1 do not telt 
me-so, thcp most worthy of ell fhy sex! Thou art mare -mna 
'ima ever. Thy merit ^ms homage bvm the wMe worU. 
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'It ma thee whom I xdared, irfaen I fint became aniG^tiUe 
sf the impffiMioas of beuitj::. and l- iball ncTer cease to 
«4oi« tbee, ev«a after deatb, if my moI itill retains any rv- 
•collection of thoM truly. celeiliHl charmi whkh were my sole 
•delight iritnipliviag. The couragaoiu effort, by wliich 70a 
-hftve recovered all your rirtne, renden .yon more e^nal to 
lyonrlorely self. No, wfaaterpr'torraent the lensatiwi and 
iba coB&flsioir give me, y«t I mnrt declare that yon nerflr 
were my Eloisa more perfecQy than at tjua momoLt id wfalcb 
yon renounce me. Alas [ I regain my filoisa, tiy loaing her 
ifor erer. Bat I, whoK heart shudders even at aq attempt (o 
"imitate yovr-rlrtoeji I, who am .tonneated with a criminal 
•pasnon, which I can-nrither sui^rt nor snbdue; am I 
the man I Taialy imagined myself to bef was I worthy af 
-jrour esteem ! what right had I to- taportane you with my 
■comj^Biats and my despair J did it become me-to presume a 
•sigh for yon ? Ah 1 what was I that I ifaonld dan to love 
"filoisa i ■■ , : 

Fool that I am I as thongh I did not feel myself snffici^atiy 
hnmhied, without talcing pains to seek fresh circamstaafcs of 
n I Why shonld I increase my mortifieati^ by 
;' distinctions unknown (o love? It nsu that 
-which euked me;.aild which- made me your ^uA Our 
'hearts wtre blended, we shared our sentimenta in commoB, 
^and mine partook of the elerrtioa of yours. Behold me 
'now- tnnk -into my pristiB* baseness 1 Thou- gentle hope, 
which didst so loH^ feed my ««nl to decrireme, artflioulheli 
■extingnished wiHiout a prospect of return? will ^e not be 
tninef must I lose her for ever? does she mdie anoUier 

happy?-- — O rage! torments of hell! O faithless! 

-eugfat yon erer?— -^pardon me, pardon me, -dearest madam I 
;haTe pity im. my dish-action! O^ yon bad too much reason 
wbenyoa (old me-, she is no morfr^— ^eis, indeed, no 
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mon Am atteelimute EltdiAj to whom I coold diicloneTuy 
emotioa of my heart. Hoircanldl compUin wheal found 
. nj'wlf unhappy 7 could Ae listen to my compluuta ? wu I 
Wibappy i — wbftt.&en am I now i No, I will not make yoa 
blnih for ysnnelf or me. H<^ ii no more, we moft re> 
. Bounce each other, we most part. Virtueihenelf ha>pro> 
BOOHced the decree} and your hand ha> been capahlft of 

.tranicribing it Let ui lorget each other Forget me> at 

.least I am determined, I swear, that twill neTei speak 
'foyoBoC myselfagain. . . 

May I yet T^ture to talk of you, and to interest myselfia 
what is now Oie only object of my concern ? I mean yoitr 
happiness. In deacribiog to me the state of your mind, yon 
say nothing of your present situation. As a reward of the 
sacrifice I hare made, of which yon ought to be senalUe, Kt 
leaat deign to deliver me from this iostqipoTtable doubt. 
Eloisa, are you happy i If you are, giro me the only com- 
fort of which my despair is susceptible: if you are not, be 
compa^siodate euon^ to tell me so ; my mi^^T th«i vi]i be 
less durable. 

The more I reflect on the. confesuon yon propose to maku, 
the leu I am inclined to cfHisent to it ; and the same motive 
which always deprived me of resolution to deny your reqaests, 
retaders me inexorable in this particular. It is a subject of 
the last importance, and I coqjure you to weigh my reasMV 
.wiUi attentioq. Fint, your excepsiTe delicacy seems to lead 
yon into a mistake, and I do not see on what foundation &a 
most rigjd virtue can exact such a coofessiop from yon. No 
engagunent whatever can have any retro-active effect. We 
cannot bind ounelres with respect to time past, Dor.pmnise 
wbatisnotiuonr power to perform: how con yon be obliged 
to give your husband an Account of the use you formMly 
made of your liberty ; or lu>w can yon be responsible to him 
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fcr a fiddly wUeh yon never promised to him t Do not de. 

teire yoorHlf^ Eh^n ; it iBnottoyoDrluuband, itu toronr 
friend, that you have TioUtcd your engagemefet. Before we 
were separated by your father's tyranny, Hearen andnatni* 
bad formed ua for each other. By entering into oUier ««-! 
nections yon have been guilty of b criine which lore and 
honour can never forgire, and it is I who have a right to r«a 
claim the prize which M. Wolmar has ravished from my 

If, nnder any circa mstaaces, duty can exact sach a cod. 
Cession, it is when the danger of a relapse obliges a prudent 
woman to take precautions for her security. But yovr letter 
has given me more light into your real sentiments tlnn yon 
Ima^e. In reading it, I felt in toy own heart how msch 
yours, upon a near approach, nay, even in the bosom of love, 
would hare abhorred a criminal connexion, the horror of 
which was only diminisbed by its distance. 

As dniy and honour do not require sach confidence, pnkt 
dbnce and reason forbid it ; for it is running a seedless risk 
of forfeiting every thing that is dear in wedlock, the attadw 
meat of b hnsbaud, mutual confidence, and the peace of a 
bmily.— >HaTe you thoronghly weighed the conseqn^icea 
of such a step p Are yon sufficiently acquainted with your 
hoaband, to be certain of the effect it will produce in his dis- 
position? Do you know how many men there are, who, 
from such a confession, would conceive an immoderBte jea.. 
h>usy, and an invincible contempt, and would probably be 
provoked even to attempt your life 1 In snch a nice exami- > 
nation we onght to attend to time, place, and the difference 
of characters. In the conntrr where I reside at present, 
sndi a confidence nonld be attended with no danger ; and 
tiiey who make so light of conjugal fidelity are not people to 
be violently affected by any fr^ttyof conduct prior to the en- 
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gagevent. Not to menfioii reasoiu which soBietimei mder 
thoaq confenioDs indigpensnhle, and wUcb cannot be appliied 
to. jouT case, I know some women of tolerable estimation, 
wbo, with Teiy little risk, hare made a merit of that kind of 
aiocBrity, in order, perhaps, by that sacrifice to obtain a 
confidence whidi they adght afterwards abuse at wilL Bat 
ia those countries where the sanctity of marriage is more re- 
jected, in those countries where that vcred tie forms a solid 
anion, and where husbands hare a real attachment to .their 
wires, they require a more severe account of their conduct ; 
they expect that, their hearts should never hare felt any tender 
affections but for themselr^ ; usurjHag a right which they 
bave not, tbey unreasonably expect their wires to bare been 
theirs eren before they belonged to them,, and they are 
as nn willing to excuse an abuse of Utterly as a real infidelity. 
' Beltere me, rirtnous Eloisa, and distrust this fruitless and 
unnecessary zeal. Xeep this dangerous secret, which nothing 
can oblige yon to rereal; tbe discorery of which might ut- 
terly min you, without being of any adraDtage to your hua> 
band. If be is worthy of such a confesrion, it will diiturb 
Us peace of mind, and you will hare the mortification of 
haring afflicted him without reason ; if he is unworthy, why 
will you gire him a pretence for using you ill ? How do yoq 
know whetiieryonr rirtne, which has defended you from the 
assaults of your.heart, will likewise int[^rt you against the 
iaSuence of domestic troubles daily rrriring? Do not volun- 
tarily increase your misfortunes, lest they become too power- 
fill for your resistance, and you should at length rel^tse by 
means of your Krwples into a worse condition than that from 
which yon bare with so much difficulty disengaged yourself. 
—Prudence is the basis of erery virtue ; consult that, I ea- 
treat you, in this most important crisis of your life ; and if 
tiie fotal secret oppresses yo« so violendy, wait at lustj, 
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before yon onbosom joniscV, till time and length of yean 
ahkll have m^e you mofe perfectly acqminted whh jour 
kiisbaad ; tUj till hb heart, bow affected by the power of 
yonr beauty, sh^I be nuceptJble of those more lasting im- 
preBiions which the charms of your dispoMtion cannot fail to 
' make, and till he is become habitually sensible of your per. 
fections. After til, if these reasouG, powerful as they are, 
sboald not confince yon, yet do not refuse to listen to tlw 
voice which utters them. O Eloisa ! bearkea to a man who 
is yet, in same degree, susceptible of virtue, and who has a 
ijgbt to expect some concession from yon at least, a. retura 
for the sacrifice he has made yon to-day. 
. I must conclude this letter. I find that I cannot fcrb^r 
resunung a Bteain to which you must no longer give ear. 
Eloisa, I mast put with you ! Young as I am, am I already 
destined to renounce felicity i Ota time nerer ts be recslled ! 
time irrerocably past ! source of ererlasting sorrows 1 
pleasures, transports, delightful eostocies, delicious moments, 
celestial raptures ! My lore, my only love, tlie honour and 
de)ight of my soul ! farewell for erer ! 



LETTER CXm, 

FROM ELOISA. 

You ask. me, whether I am happy ? . The qoestion aiecb 
me, and by your manner of asklag it you facilitate my an. 
- swer ; for so far from wishing to twnbh yon from my memory, 
as you desire me, I confess that I should not be happy was 
your affection for me to cease : yet at present I am bappy 
iamostrespecls, and nothing but your felicity is waating to 
H 3 
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cwnpletie mine. If, in mj last, I BToided maUiig any men- 
tioB of M. Wolmar, it wu ont of tendernesa to yon. I wu 
too well scqnainted with your Bensibtli^ of temper, not to 
be wider spprebensions of irritating your pain ; bat your 
toUcitnde with ngui to my felicity obliging me to mention 
him on whom it deprads, I cannot spealt of him wltiiout do- 
. ing jostice to his worth, as becomes his wife, and a friend to 

M. Wolmar Is near fifty years of age ; but by means of an 
uniform regnlar course of life, and s serenity not mfSed 1^ 
any vblent pmssiooi, he l»s preserred snch a healthy coniti* 
tation, and snch a florid complexion, tliat he scarce appears 
to be forty, and he bears no symptoms of age, bnt prudence 
and experience. Bis countenance Es noble and engaging ; 
his address opea and unaffected ; Ins manner rather sincere 
than courteous; he speaks little and with great judgment, 
hat without any affectation of being concise and sententious. 
Hislwharionr isthegame to every one ; he neither conrts nor 
ihuns aay individnal ; and he ueTer gires any preference but 
what reason justifies. 

In spite of his uiitaral indificrence, his heart, seconding; 
my father's inclinations, entertained a lilting for me, and for 
the first time formed a tender attachment. This moderate 
' and lasting afiection has been governed by such strict rules of 
decorum, and observed such a constant uniformity, that he 
was under no necessity of altering his manners on changing 
his condition, and, without violatiDg conjugal decorum, his 
behaviatar tome now is tiie same as it was before marriue. 
I never saw him either gay or melsnclioly, but always con- 
tented ;- he never talks to. me of himself, and seldom of.,me ; 
.jie is apt in continual s^i'ch after me, but, If^ does not seem 
^spleased ttat I should seek his company,- ^d he seems to 
port from me '»iwilUp^'7> . B* ». seiions,.wit]u^iit^(lisposiog 
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pthen to be gnre ; on the coDtrarT', Ui ierenity of mKBiwn 
^ms BD inritstion to me to be sprightly ; and u Oe plea> 
sures 1 reliRh are the only pleasures of which he is saieeptl- 
}dej an cndeavoar to amiue myself i( amongtha dnties I owe 
to him. In one word, he wishes to tee me happy ; he hai 
nottold me so, hot liisc<MidDct declares it; and towiahthe 
hapfHneu of a wife, is to make her really happy. 

With all the altentiou with which I have bom able to ob- 
■eirebim, I cannot discoTer any particnlu panion to which 
he is attached, except lui affection for me: itls, howerer, 
^ eren and temperate, that one woald conclude he had 
^wer to limit the degree.of his paauon, and that he bad de- 
termined not to lore beyond the bounds of discretion. He 

is in reality what Lord B-, b in his own imagination ; in 

this respect I find him greatly preferable to those passionate 
lovers of whom we ace so fond ; for the heart decwres as a 
thoQsaad ways, and acts from a suspicious principle; but 
veason always proposes ajitst end : the rales of duty which 
tt enjoins are snre, evident, and practicable ; and whenever 
oar reason is led astray, we enter into idle specnlations 
which were never intended to beobjects of her examination. 

M. Wolmar's chief delight is obserration. He laves to 
judge of men's characters and actions. He generally forms 
ftia judgment wiUi great impartiality and profonnd penetnu 
tioD. If an enemy were to do him an iigory, he would dis. 
Cttu every motive and expedient with as mncb composure as 
if he was transactingaay indifferent concern. I do not know 
by what means he has heard of yon ; but he hu often spoken 
of yon with great esteem to me, and I am sure ho is incapable 
of disguise. 2 have imagined sometimes that lie took partl- 
cntar notice of ue dnring these conversations ; bnt, in all 
probalnlity, the observation I apprehended was nothing bat 
tke secret reproach of an alanned conscience. However It 
H 3 
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he, ID this reipect IiTitl my duty; neither fearoorsbsmeoc:^ 
cuioned. me to slioir an uujnst reserve ; and I did yon jug. 
tice before him, as I now dohim jestice before yon. 

I forgot to tell yon concerning onr income, and the mS. 
nagement of it. The wreck of M. Wolmar's iaheritonce, 
witk the addition from tny father, who has only regerred a 
pension for himself, make np a tiandsome and moderate for. 
tone^ which M. Woimar nies with generosity and discretion, 
by maintaining in kiB family not an incoDveniedt and Tain 
display of Tianry*, Init plenty, witb'the real conreniences of 
life; and by dtsttiboting neceiearies among his indigent 
neigbbonrs. The economy he has est^lished in bis konie. 

* No assodation is more common than pride and stinginess. 
We take from nature, from real {ileaaures, nay from the stock of 
Accessaries, what we lavish upon opinion. One man adorns his 
palace at the cipence-of bis kitchen i another prefers a fine s«b 
Tteeof plate to a good dinner : a thirdmaKesa suraptrams enler- 
, tainmeiitjMidstarveshimself the restof the year. WhenI seea 
sideboard richlj dfcoralEd, I expect the wine to be very indificr- 
ent. How often in the country, when we breathe the fresh morn- 
ing air, are we tempted hy ibe prospect of a fine garden I we rise 
early, and by walking gain a keen appetite, which makes us wish 
for breakfast. Perhaps the domestic is out of the way, or provi- 
sions ore wanting, or the lady has not given her orders, and you 
are tired to death with watting. Sometimes people prevent yont 
desires, and make you a very pompous offer of every diing, upon 
condition that you accept of nothing. You must fast till three 
o'clock, or breakfast with the tulips. I remember to have walked in 
a very beautiAil park, wbich belonged to a lady, who, though ex- 
tremely food of cofiee, never drank any but when it was at a 
very low price; yet she very liberally allowed her gardener a 
salary of a thousand crowns. For my part, I should choose to 
have tulips less fioel; variegated, and to drink cofiee whenever 
ny appetite called fiir it. 

U;.t.z=.J by Google 
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holdistiieimage of thatorder vbich re^BS in bison breatt ; 
and his little family Beems to be a model oi that regularitr 
which ia obserrable in the goTemmeDt of the world. Yon 
neither diBCorer that ioBezible formayty which is rather ia. 
COTtveaient than usefid, and which no one, but he who ex. 
*^ it, can endure ; nor do you perceire that mistaken cob- 
fuBioD, which, b^ beiag incumbered with superfluities, ren- 
ders every thing useless. The master's hand is seen throagh. 
out, without being felt; and he made hiB first arrapgement 
with BO much discretion, that every thing now. goes on by it^ 
felf ; and regularity is preserved, without any abridgment 
of li^rty. 

This, my worthy friend, is a snccinct but faithful account 
of M. Wolmar's character, as far as I have been able to dis- 
cover it since I lived with him. Such as he appeared to mo 
the first dsy, Fach he seemed the last, without any alteration.; 
wbidi induceB tne to hope that I know him thoroughly, md ■ 
that I have-no further discoveries. to make; fori cannot cob- ' 
ceivo any change in his behaviour which^ill.oot be to bisdis. 
advantage. 

From this account, yon may anticipate theanswer to your 
qaeBtion,andyoamuBtthinkdespicably of menot to suppose 
roe happy, when I have so much reason to be;Eo. What led. 
me into a mistake, and what perhaps still misleads you, is the 
epinionf,' that love is necessary to make the mu'ried state hap- 
py. Hy good friend, this is a vulgar error ; honour, virtue, 
a ceftain coafomii^, not bo mu(^ of age and condition as 4»f 
temper and inclination, are the requisites is the ccmjugal state; 
neverthedess, it must, not be inferred from hence, that this 
nntan dees not produce an ^ectiooate attacfament, which, 
thonghit dncs not amount to Uive, is not less agreeable, and is 
Biuch more- permanent. Loveis attended, with.acontinnal 
inqqietnde of jealousy, or the dread of separation, by no 
H 4 
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■«ms Bnitable vitli b married life, wUcb should be a state of 
peace and tronqailUtj. The intent of matrimbny is not for 
man and wife to be alirajs taken up nith each otiier, bnt 
jointly to disdiargetbe dnties of civil society, to gSTem their 
family with pmdence, and educate their children with cKKre- 
tion. Lorers attend to nothing but each other ; th^ are 
incessantly engaged with each other ; and all that they Re- 
gard, is how to show their mutual affection. But this is not 
enough for a mBTried pair, who have so many other objects 
toeoage their attention. Thereisnopassion whatever which 
exposes ns to snch delusinn as that of love. — We take Its 
violence for a symptom of its duration ; the heart orerbar- 
tiiened at such an agreeable sensi^on, extends itself to futv. 
lity: and while the heat of love continues, we flatter tonr- 
■elves that it will nerer cool. But on the contrary, it is con- 
sumed by its own ardonr ; it glows in youth, it grows bint 
with decaying beauty, it is utterly extinguished by the frost 
of age ; and since the beginning of the world, there never 
was an instance of two lovers who sighed for each other when 
they became grey -headed. We may be assured that sooner 
or later adoratioa will cease ; then the idol which we wor- 
thlpped being demolished, we redprocally see each Mber in 
a true light. We look with surprise for the object on whidi 
we doated, not being able to discover it more. We are (fis.. 
pleased with that which remains in its stead* Mid which omr 
imagination often disfigures, as much as it embetUilted it be- 
fore ; there ore few people, says RockefoocRih, wb6 are 
Aot aaliamed of having loved each other whan Aeir affecfliHi 
li extinguished. Hew much is it to be dreaded^ theiafore^ 
lest these too Urely sensations should be succeeded by on 
Irksome state of mind ; lest their decline, instead of stopping 
at indifference, should even reach absolute disgust ; lest, in 
diort, being entirely satiated, they, who were too pasrioiutely 
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toUd 9tmA otbfer as lorerg, dnald come to faate e«eh odter n 
haitaodaad vifel — Hy dnrfriead^yon alvaji speared uni. 
able In my «yet, too fatallj to for mj innoceDce and repose ; 
finti never fet tav yon bnt in tile cliaracter of a lover; and 
do I knov in what li^it yon would have appeared when yonr 
panionwaaBoiDorei I mnatctnifefi, that, when lore expires, 
ttwonld still hare left yon In possession of Tirtne ; bat is 
thatalone raJScientto make an nnion iuuppy which tiie heart 
90^ to cement ? Aad haw many Tirtaons men bare made 
htolenblehnsbands ? In all these respects yon may say the 

- same of me, 

■ AS'to M, Wolmar, no delnrion is th e foundation of onr 
wtttaal liking t we sett eicb other in a trne light ; the lenti- 
ment which ntdtes ns is not the bliod transport of passionate 
derire, bnta constant and inTarlable attachment between two 
ratt<Hud people, who bdog destined. to pass the remdiuler of 
ttelr Urea bigether, are.content with their lot, and endeavonr 
tomake themselves mutnally agreeable. It seems as if we 

- Goald not hare suited eachother better, bad we been fi»ined 
on parpose for onr onion. Had his lieart been as tender ai 
■dne, it is impossitrie b«t so mndi sensibility on eadi'side 
most som^&Hes have dashed, and occasioned disagreements, 
-If 1 was as compOBed as he, there wonid be too mnch.indif> 
fersBce between ns, and our nnion wonld be less pleasfaig and 
agreeable. If ba did not lore me, we shoold be unea^ to- 
gether'; If Us loTO for me was too passionate, he would be 
tronblesomo to me; We are each of ns eiactly made for 
the fttluv }'lie initmcts me, I enliven him ; the value of both 

. is inpreaaed by our ttidon, and we seem destined to form bat 
one soul betweMvns; to which he gives intelligence, and I 
direct tiiewni.' t^vea his advanced age redounds to onr com. 
teen advantag«; for withthe passion which a^tated me, it is 
Wtttia that had he beed younger I shovldlifWe maniad bin 

ns 
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with more uanillingneBs, arid mj extreme reloctancie wonUt 
probably hare preieDted the Itippf rerolatiori I hare expr^ 
rienced. 

My worthy friend, Hesren directf the good iiiteBtiOB of 
parents, agd rewards the docility of children. God fbriiid 
that I should wish to innlt your affliction t Nothing- btit » 
strong desire of giving yon the firmest assurance with inspect 
tomy present condition cdnld induce me to add what I ttrngo^ 
iog to mention. If, with the scntiaenta I fonnerly ^ntertftiii- 
cd f*r you, with the knowledge I hare since Acqitiud, I wm 
once more my own mistress, and at liberty to choofr a has. 
Inrad, I call that Being irho has ronchtafed to euHg^eD aie, 
and who reads the bottom of my heart, to witness my 'since- 
rity, when T declare that I should make choice, not of yoo, 
bat M. Wolinar. 

Perhaps it may be necessary, to complete your cure, that 
I shcHild inrerm you of what further remsins is my mind^ 
M. Vfeiimt h mucli older than I am,; If, to pmrish my bH> 
lags, Heaven Aonid deprive me of k worthy ktuband, Wbon 
i hate so little deserved, it is my firm resohition never to e>- 
pciBse another. If he has not had the good fortuae to meet 
with a chaste Tirgtn, at least he toill leave beUnd him a coo. 
tinent widow, . Yon know me too weD, to imagine, that af- 
ter I have made this declaration, I shall ever recede from it. 

What I hare said to remove your doabtB, mayfn some mea- 
sure serve to resolve your ol^eot ions against the CanfeMioa 
which I think it my duty to- make to my hartiuid. H« ii 
too discreet to punish me for a mortifying step which rep^t. 
ance alone may stone fur; and I an not more i«(isp*Me of 
the arti^ce common to the women yon tfetik of, than he ■■ 
uf harbourfog such a snsiHcion, With respect 1»tite reasoa 
you aailgn why snch a confession U needless, it is certainly 
■uphiitioal ; for, though we can be nnder no obligatioB to ft 
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hMband, aissnch, before marriage, yetthatdaesnotuitliffritfr 
one to pass (ipoii him for what one really i& not. I perceived 
tbis before I marfied ]ata ; and thoo^ the oath which my 
&Aer extorted from me prevented me from disctiftrgiiig mjr 
dntf ia this respect, I am not the less blameable, since it is a 
crioie to take an nnjost oath, and a/artker crime (o keep '4t. 
But I had another reasdn, which my heart dared not ftfow, 
and which made, my guilt greater still. Thank HeaTen that 
reaooH siibaiitti no longer. 

- A coouderatlon more just, and of greater Weight with me, 
is Uie dutger of unnecessarily distorbtag the peai;^ of a wor- 
thy man, who derives his happiness from the esteem be bean 
to his wife. It cert^ly is not now in bis power to break the 
tie wbich binds ns together, ooi in nune to have been more 
worthy of his choice. Therefore, by an udiKrcet confi- 
dence, I run the risk of afflkliag him without any advantage, 
and withoQt reaping any other benefit from my sincerity, than 
'that of discharging my mind of a crnel secret, which oppresses 
me heavily. I am sensible that I shall be more composed 
when I have made the discovery ; bat perhaps be woold be 
less happy ; iuid to prefer my. own peace to his would be a 
bad method of milking reparation for my faolts. 

What then shaU I do in this dilemma ; Till Heaven shalt 
Iwtter idstract me in my duty I will follow your friendly ad- 
noe ; I will be ^ent ; conceal my failings from my husband, 
a>d«fidearaur.to repair them by a condnct which may. here- 
after aoonre roe a pardon. 

To begin this necessary reformation, yon. must consent, my 
dear friend, that from this lime all correspondence between 
Its shall cease. If M. Wolmsr had received my confession, 
'be might have deternuaed hoW far we ought to gratify the 
sMMtions of frifndsbip, and gin innocflDt proofs of our ma.. 

Ha 
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ImI attechmcnt; but rince I dare not conniU him in Hit^mr- 
tlcvlu, i biTO Icuned ta my coat hOw far habits, the tacnt 
justifiable in ftppearsnoe, are capable of leading m ,aitn}^> 
It is- thoe to grow discreet. NotwittutandrDg I think my 
keart secaretf fortified, yet I will no longer ventiiK to be 
judge In my own cause ; nor, now I am a wife, #ill I give 
way to the same presnmption which l>etrayed me when I was 
a maid. This h the last letter you will erer receive from me ; 
I entreat you never to write to me a^n. Nevertheless, I 
■hall always condnue to Interest myself with the most tender 
cvncern for yonr welfare, atid as my sentiment in this respect 
to as pure as the light, I shonid be gtad to hear of yon occa. 
Bionatly, and to. find you in possesBipn erf that happiness yoA 
deserve. Yen may write to Mr. Orbe from time to time, 
when yon have any thing interesting to commaniiate. I 
iiope that the Integrity of yonr soul will be eiprvisedin your 
tetters. Besides, my cousin is too virtnoos and discreet to 
show me any part whirJi is not fit for my pemtal, and would 
not fiitl to suppress ttte correspondence, if yen were capable 
of abasing it, 
PareweU, my dear and worthy friend ; if! tiioi^ that 
- fortune conld make yon happy) 1 should desire you to go in 
pursuit of ber'; but perhaps yon hme reason to despise her, 
being master of such accomplishments aa will enable yon t» 
thrive without her assistance : I would raAer desire you to 
seek after happiness, wUch is the fortune of the wise ; we 
have ever experienced that there is no felicity iritbout virtue ; 
bat eutmine carefully whetinr the word virtne, taken in fo» 
abstracted a sense, has not mere pomp tlian solidity in It, and 
wheQier it is not a term of parade, more calculated to daiile 
others, than to satisfy ourselves. I shudder when I reflect 
that tbey wbo secretij meditated sdnltery abonld dare to talk 
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of nrtae 1 Do yon know in wluit lenM we undetstood this 
reapectkbte epithet, which wo Rbnsed while we were engaged 
in a ciimliurconDierce ? It wu the impetuous passion with 
wliidi we wen mntHally inflsmed, that disguised its tnuu- 
ports under this sacred entfanaiasm, in order ta render them 
more dear to us, and to Jiold ns longer in delusion. We were 
foraed, I dare beliere, to praciise and cherish real Tirtne ; 
hut we were misguided in our pursuit, and we pursued a 
phantom. It is time to recover from this delusion ; H is time 
to gire up from a fidse guide which has carried ns too for 
astray. My dear friend, your return to wisdom will not be 
so difficult as you conceive. You have a guide within your- 
self, whose directious you have disregarded, but never entire- 
ly rejected. Your mind is sound, it is attached to what is 
right; and if just principles sometimes forsake yon, it is be- 
cause yon do not use your utmost eflbrts to maintain them. — 
Exaaiine ycinr conscience thoroughly, see whether you wilt 
not discover some neglected principle, which 'might have 
■erved to put your actions ander better regulations, to have 
made them more consistent with each oOier, and with one 
common o^ect. Believe me, it is not sufficient that virtue is 
the basu of your conduct, unless that bad's itself Is fixed on 
a firm foundhtiaa. C^ to your mind those Indians, who 
imaguied the wnrld is supported by a great dephant, that ele. 
pbant by a torti^se ; and when yon ask tbem, on what fite 
tortoise rests i tliey can answer you no farther. 

I conjure yon to regard the remonstraocea of friendship, 
and to choose a more certain road to happiness than that 
wliich has so long misguided ns. I shall tncessantly pray to 
He«*en to grant us pure felicity, and I shall never be satisfied 
till wa. both enjoy it. And if our hearts, in spite of oar efi- 
deavonrt, recall the error* of our youth, let the refonnatiOB 
-they produced at least warrant the rectdleCtion, that we may 
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ny, with' the ancient p1iUosopber~Alut we KhoaldhtTepe'' 
TtBh«d if we had not I>e«n undone. 

Here ends the tediona sermnn I iure preociied to 70a. I- 
■hall have enough to do hereafter to preach to myself. Fare- 
well, my amiable friend, farewell for ever I ib infleitble da> 
ty decrees : bnt be assnred that the heart of Eloisa can ne. 
Ter forget what was ra dear to her — Ah me ! what am I do- 
' Ing ! The blotted paper will Inform yon.— Ah 1 is it not «x. 
cnwable to diMoWe in tenderness wh^i we talis the last fare- 
well of ft friend? 



jLETTER CXIV. 
TO LORD B . 

Yes, my Lord, I confess it ; the weight of life is too heftvy 
for tny 86ttl. I have long en^nred it as a hnrthen ; I hare 
lost every thing which conld nu^e it dear to rae, and nothing 
remsdns btat irksomeness and vexation. I am told, however^ 
that I am not at liberty to dispose of my life, without the 
permisstan of that Being from whom 1 recoved it. I am 
sensible, likewise, that yon have a' i^t over it by more tides 
than one. Your care has twice preserved it, and your good- 
ness is its constant security. 1 will ne^er dispose of it, tilt 
I am certain that 1 may do it without a crime, and till I have 
not the leasthope<rfemploying itfur yosr serrice. 

You told me that I should be of use to yon ; wl^ did yon 
deceive-me? Since We have beta in London, sofhr from 
thhikmg of employing me in your concerns, yon have beeft 
kind eoough to make me your only concern. How sOperfltib 
ons is your obliging solicitude ! My Lord, yon know I ab- 
hor ft crime, even wo,rse than I detest life. 1 adore tlw 
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Sapreme Being — I owe ejery thing thing to yon ; I have so 
ft&ction for yoa ; you are the only perioH on earth to whmn 
I am attached. FrieodBhip and duty may chain a wretch t» 
this earth ; iophistry and Tain pretences will uerer detain him. 
EnUghtea my uudentuiding, spealt to my Iteart ; I am ready 
to bear yoa, bat remember, tlutt despur is not to be imposed; 
upon. 

Von ' would hare me apply to die test of reason : I wiU j 
let us rCMoa. You desire me to deliberate in pM^torlionto 
the importuBce of the question in debate ; I agree to. it.; Let 
us iavestigate truth iritbtfinqier and moderation. Let us dis- 
cuss this geneia} proposition with the same indifference we 
would treat any other. Roebeclc wrote au apology for sui> 
cide before he put an end to his life. I will not, after his ex- 
ample, write a book on the Eubject, neither am I well Mtiafied 
with that which be has penned ; hut I hope in.tliij discussion 
ui least to imitate his moderation. 

I llafefaralong timemeditatedon this awfulsnbject. Yon 
molt be Beusible that I hare, for you know my destiny, and 
yet 1 am alive. The morel reflect, the morel am couTinced 
that the questicm maybereduccd to thisfuudameotalpropo. 
sitkn: ETeryroan hosari^t by nature to pursue, what he 
thinks good, and aTtud what he thinks evil, in nil respects 
which are not injurious to others. 

When our life, therefore, becomes a misery to Ourselves, 

and is of advantage to no one, we ore at liberty to put an end 

. to our bring. If there is any such thing as a clear and self. 

erldeut principle, certainly Uib is one ; and if thifr be- sub- 

Terted, there is scarce on action in life which may not be made 



Let us hear what the philosophers say on this sulgect. 
First, they consider life as something which is not our own, 
becaasewehold it sMsgift: but becouseithasbeesgiTODu*, 



it it not for diat reason onr own ? Hu not God giren tibew 
AtpituBts two arms? nCTertheleas, when the^ are under ap- 
prehenuoDS of a inortifieation, they do not scryple to atnpa. 
tkti one, or both, if there be occasion. By a parity of rea> 
•Dniiig, we may convince thoBe;who believe in the imBU>rta< 
Kty of the sonl ; for if I sacrifice mj ai^ to the preMrratiin) 
<rf nmething more precious, which b my body ; 1 have Q» 
>ame right to sacrifice my body to the preserration of some- 
fhing more taluable, which i&the faappinen of my existence. 
If all the gifts which Heaven has bestowed are naturally de> 
signed for oar good, they are certainly too apt to change their 
nature; and Providence lias endowed na witb reason, that 
we may discern the difference. If this rule did not antlH>- 
rize as to choose the one and reject the otlter, to what use 
wonld it serve among mankind ? 

' Bat they turn this weak objection into a thoasand shapes* 
They consider a man living upon earth as a soldier placed on 
<lnly. God, say they, has fixed yon in this world ; why do yon 
qnityour station vrifliont his leave i Bntyon, who argue tiios; 
has he not stationed you in the town where yon was bom^ 
-why therefore do yon quit it without his leave ? Is not misery 
of itself, a sufficient permission ? Whatever station Providence 
has assigned me, whether it be in a regiment, or on the earth 
at Urge, be intended me to stay there while I found my si> 
tuation agreeable, aud to leave it when it became intolerable. 
This is the voice of nature, and the voice of God. I , 
agree that we must vrut for ui order ; bat when 1 die a dlu 
taral death, God does not order me to quit life, he takes it 
froihme: His by rendering life insupportable, that ha orders 
me to quit it. In the first case, I resist with all my force ;, 
'in tlK second, I h&ve the merit of obedience. 

Can yon conceive that there are some people so absurd as 
to amdgn nudde as a klndof rebellion agam^ IVtvidenc*} 
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by aitattempttoflj'from his laws? Bat we do not put an end 
tooUr beiiLg, in otd«r to withdraw onrselTes from Us com- 
manda, biit to execute them. What 1 does the power of 
God extend no farther tiian to mj body ? Ii there a spot in 
die nniTerse, is there any being in the nnirerse which is not 
■object to hb power i and will that power bare less immedi- 
ate inflnence orer me, when my being is refined, and thereby 
becomes less compound, and of nearer resemblance to tiie 
dirine essence ? No, his jnttice and goodness ard the fonn. 
Catkin of my hopes ; and if I thongbt that death would with- 
drtiw me (rom his power, I would give up my resolution to 
die. 

This is one of ^e qnibblei of the Phsedo, which, In other 
respects, abonnds with sublime truths. If your slave destroys 
Umself, says Socrates to Cebes, would yon not punish him 
for baring nujnstly deprived yon of your property P Pry> 
thee, good Socratej, do we not belong to God after we are 
dead ? The case yon put is not ai^Ucable ; yoa ought to ar- 
gue thus ; if yon incumber your slave with a habit which 
confines him from discharging his duty properly, will yon 
punish him fAr qifitting it in order to render yon better scr> 
vice? The grand error lies in making life of too much im- 
portance ; as if our eusteQce depended Upon ft, and that 
deatii was a total annibilation. Our life is of no consequence 
In the light of God ; it is of no importance in the eyes of 
nasou, neldier ought it to be of any In our sight ; and when 
we quit our body we only lay aside an inconvenient haUt. 
It this circumstance so painful, to be the occasion of so much 
disturbance ? My Lord, these declaimers Are not in earnest. 
Their arguments are absurd and cruel, for they a^ravate 
the supposed crime, as if it put a period to existence, aad 
tiiey punish it, as if that existence was eternal, 

WiA respect to Plato's I^aado, widch has faralihed tten 



H« ELOISA. 

with &e only spedoos argument that has ever been advaneeiff 
the qneBtion is difcnised tiiere in a veiy light anil dMoltoiy 
tnanner. Socrates being condemned by an nnjust judgment, 
to lose his life in a few honn, had no occasion to entM' into 
•n accurate enquiry whether lie was at liberty to dispose of 
it biinself. Sappoaing him really to have been die aothor of 
those diiconrsA wliich Plato ascribes to Urn, yet beliere me^ 
my Lord, be would hare meditated with more attention on 
the subject, had he been in circumstances which required 
him to reduce his speculations to practice ; and a strong 
proof that no Talid objection can be drawn from that immortal 
work against the right of disposing of our own lires, is, tiiat 
Cato reid it twice through the vny night that he destroyed 



The same sophisters inake it a qnestloD, whether life cui 
erer be an eril i But when we contfder the mnltitnde of 
errors, torments, and rices, with which it abounds, una 
would rather be inclined to doid>t whether it can erer be a 
bleHing. 6«ilt incessantly besieges the moat vlrtoous of 
mankind. Erery moment he lives, he is in danger of bUiiig 
a pray to the wicked, or of being wicked himself. To 
struggle, and to endure, is Inl lot in this worid ; that jU 
the dishonest man Is to do evil, and to suKer. In every 
other particulu- they differ, and only a^e in sharing tbt 
miseries of life in comjaon. If you required ilnthorifies and 
facts, I couU cite you the oAcles of old, theansiren of the 
■ages,- and produce instances where acta of rittne have beca 
recompensed with death. Bot let ns leave these 'coiUide> 
rations, my liord ; it is to you whom I addreaS myself, and'I 
ask you what is the chief atteWion of a wise man in this Ufe, 
except, if Imaybeallowed theexprenioo, to collect hlaidf 
inwardly, and endeavour, evHi white he lives, to be dtkd 
to every object of swse p The only way. bywhifA wtsdon 
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directs ns to avoid tiie miseries of humm lutare, is it nott* 
detach ourselves from all earthlj objects, from «TCiy thing 
that is gross in onr compodtion, to retire within ourwlves, aad 
to nuse onrthongi^ to snblime coatemplotioai i If, tbera* 
fore, oar misfortanes are derived from our puHoas and osr 
errors, with what eagerness should we msh for a state which 
will deliver -as both from- the one aad (he other f What is the 
bte of those sons of sensuaUtj, who indiscreetly oultlfd; 
their torments by tlteir pleasures } They, in fact^ destroy 
thrir existence by extending their connectioni In this life j 
' they increase the weight of their crimes by their numerous 
attachments ; they rdish no eiijoyments bnt what are suc- 
ceeded by a thonsand bitter wants ; the more lively their 
sensibili^, the more acute their BufTeringB ; &t stronger they 
are attached to life, the more wretched they become. 

But admitting it, in general^ a benefit to manldud to crawl 
nptm (ht earth with gloomy sadness, I do not mean to in. 
timate that tte human race ought with one common consent 
to destroy themselves, and make the world' one immense 
gnve. But there are miserable beings, who are too mnch 
exalted to be governed by vulgar opinion ; to them, despaji; 
lod grievous torments are the passports of nature. It ^onld 
be as ridiculous to suppose that life can be a blessing to such 
men, as it yns absurd in the sophister Possidonius to deny 
tiiat it was an evil, at the same time that he endured all ths 
torments of the gout. While life is agreeable to us, we ear> 
nestly wish to prolong it, and nothing but a sense of extrema 
misery can extii^;viBh the desire of existence ; for we- nattu 
rally conceive a violent dread of death, and this dread con. ' 
^eals the miseries of humannatnre from onr sight. We drag 
a painful and melancholy lile^ for a long time before we csa 
cetolvetoqoit it; but when once life becomes so.ijuap* 
^sortahleas to overcame ^ horror of death, then existence U 



»vid«lttl7 a gt^t elfl, and ire cuinbt disengage' onrMlTM 
fhxn it too MOO. Therefore, though we cannot exactly 
ascertain the point at nhich it ceases to be a blessing, yet at 
least Te are certain tbat It ii an ^ long before it appears to 
M SDch, and w\& erery sensible man the right of quitting Ufe 
kf by a gr^at deal, precedent to the temptation. 
' nil is not dl. After they bave denied that Ufe can be an 
Avil, in Order to bar our right of making away with eanelTto ; 
ttey confess imme£afely afterwards that it is an eril, by re- 
proaching OS with want of courage to sopport it. According 
to them, It is cotrardice to withdraw on rselret from pain and 
troitble, and titere are hone but dastards who destroy th«n- 
Mves. O Rome, tbon victr^ of the world, what a race of 
cowards did tby empire produce t Let Arria, Eponina, 
Lncretia, be of tbe number ; tiiey were women.— Bnt Bmtiu, 
tJasstus, and Aon, great and dirine Cato, Who didst share 
with the gods the adorattoh of an astonished worid, tbotf 
irhose sacred and august presence animated the Romans with 
boly zeal, and made tyrants tremble, llttie did tiiy proud 
admirers imagine that paltry rhetoricians, immnred m tbe 
dusty corner of a coilege, would ever attempt to prove that 
Aoo wert a cowjtrd, for bavii^ preferred death to a shameRtl 
exirtenc^, 

O tbe dignity and energy of yonr modern writers 1 bow 
mbliioe, bow intrejdd are yon with yonr pens 1 But, tdl 
Aie, tboa great and valiant hero, who dost so courageously 
decline Ae battle, in order to endore tbe p^n of lirlng some, 
what longer ; when a spark of fire lights upon yonr band, 
»by do yon witbdraw It in inch baste ! How ! are yon mdi 
a coward that yon dare not bear Oie scorcfiing of fire ? No- 
Aing, yon say, can oblige yos to endnre die bnming sparic. 
And whait obliges me to endur« life f Was tbe creaflon of 
■u of nore difficnlty to P^idenco than ttat of a ftnw i 
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«ad u not both «»e and the other agmtty the woric of Ue 
hHods ? 

WitboBt doobt, It h u erideiuw of great faitilnik to beu 
with firmnees tite mtKiy which we cBDwit shim ; none b«t « 
fool, bpwerar, will ToUntfkrity endure evila which he caa svidd 
without a crime ; end it is very often & great crhne to raffef 
pain unneceiBarily. He who has not reralntion to deUrer 
himself from a mitenfale beii^ bj a vptedj death, is like one 
who would rather saffer a wound to mortify, than tmst to 
the surgeon's knife for his mre,' Come, thon worthy, 
cat off this leg, which endangen my. Ufc, I w Ql see it done 
without dirinking, and will give that hero leare to call mo 
coward> .who suffers his 1^ to mortify , becftase he dares not 
nndei^o the same operation. 

I acknowledge that there are duties owing to others, the 
nature of .which will not allow every man to disptwe of his 
Ufe ; but, in return^ how many are there which give him a 
right to dispose of jt i Let a ma^trate, on whom the wd- 
fare of a nation depends ; let a Ihther of a family, who is 
bonnd to procure sabsistence for his children ; let a ddrtor, 
who might nun his creditors ; let these, at all ereats, ^$. 
charge their duty; adiaitting.a thoniand other cirii and 
domestic rcla^ns to oblige an htHiest and anfortuaate man 
to BBi^rt the misery of Uf«, to aroid the greater evil. of 
doing iiyostice }■ is it, therefore, mider circumstances totally 
different, incnmbeat oa ni to preserve a life oppressed with 
a swann of miseries, when it can be of no Htrrice bnt to turn 
who has not courage to die ? '< Kill me, my diild^ (says the 
dflcrepid sarsige to his son, who carries him on his shonl> 
den, tad beads under his wejght ;) the eBemy ii at hand ; 
'* go to battle with thy brgfhren; go and preserve thy 
(^ chihlreii, and do not suffer.^y helpless father to fidl alivt 
" intftthe h^nds of thow whose relations he has maoglei^'' 
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XkonglifaiHiger, Bickncu, utd porerty, thoM domestic plngucsj 
more dresdfat tlutn safage cnemieit, may allow a vretched 
crippta to CDBtmne, in ■ Nc^bed, the proviiioas of a finnily 
wbicli can scarce snbiiit itgdf, yet h« who has no con. 
nections, whom Heaven has reduced to the necesEdty ofliTing 
•lone, whose wretched existence can produce no good ; whj 
dionld not he, at least, have th^ right of quitting s station 
iriiere his conq>laiDt> are tronblesome, and his sufferings of 
BO benefit ? 

Weigh those considerations, my Lord ; collect these ar- 
gnments, and you will find that they may be reduced to the 
most simple of nature's rights, of which no man of sense erer 
jet entertained a donht. . In jact, why should we be allowed 
(ocareonrsdvesofthegout, and not to get rid of the misery 
of life ? Do not both evils proceed from the same hand ? To 
what purpose is'it to soy, that death is painfnl ? Are drugs 
agreeable to be taken F No ; nature reTolts against both. 
Let them prore, therefore, that it is more justifiable to cure 
a transient disorder by the appUcation of remedies, than to 
free oorselres Jrom an incurable eril, by patting an end to 
life ; and let them show how it can be less criminal to use the 
baric for a fever, than to take opium for the stone. If we 
consider thecbject in view, it is in both cases to free ourselves 
from painful sensations ; if we regard, the mmns, both one 
and the other are equally natural ; if we consider the repug- 
nance of our nature, it operates equally on both sides ; ifwe 
attend to the will of Providence, can we struggle agunst evil 
of which it is not the author ? Can we deliver ourselves from 
any torment which tlie hand of God has not inflicted P What 
are the bounds ivhich limit his power, and when is resistance 
lawful ! Are we then to make no alteratioo in the condition 
of things, because every thing is in the stete he appointed? 
mmst we do nothiog in this life, for fear of infringing hii 
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Uwt, or Is it in onr power to braali them if we woald I No, 
nj Ijoiif the occupation of Dmn is more great and noble. 
God did not give him life Uiat he Bhoold supinely remain in a 
■late of conduit inactiritj' : but ho g/ne biin freedom to act, 
conscience to will, and reason to cboow what ia good. He 
has constituted him sole jndge of all his actions. He has en- 
giATed this precept in his hearts" Do whalerer you conceive 
to be for yt^r own good, prorided jon thereby do no injury 
to others." If my lensatioDs tell me tiiat death Is eligible, 
I resist his orders bj an obstinate resolution to lire ; for, by 
making death desirable, he directs me to put an end to 
my being. 

My Lord, I appeal to yonr wisdom and candour; what, 
more infallible maxims can reason deduce from religion, with 
respect to suicide i If Christians have adopted contrary - 
teneto, they are neither drawn from the principles of religion, 
nor from the only sure guide, the Scriptures, but borrowed 
from Que F^ao philosophers. Lactaatias and Augustine, 
the first who propagated this new doctrine, of whicb Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles take no notice, ground their arguments 
entirely on the reasoning of the Phxdo, which I hare already 
controverted ; so that the believers, who, in this respect, 
think they are supported by the authority of the Gospel, are 
in fact only connteoaDced by the authority of Plata. In truth, 
where do we find, throughont the whole Bible, any law 
against suicide, or so much as a bare disapprobation of it ; 
and is it not very unaccountable, that among the instances 
prodnced of persons who devoted themselves to death, we do 
not find the least word of improbation against examples of 
this kind? Nay, what is more, the instance of Samson's 
yolontary death is authorized by a miracle, by which he re. 
venges himself of his enemies. Would this miracle have been 
displayed to justify a crime; and would this tnan, who Io5t 
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big ttrengQi, by inlTcringliiniself to be seduced bjr die allare> 
ments of a woman, have recovered it to cammit as antho> 
rited crime, ex if God himielf would pnctiee deceit on men 1 

** Thon shalt do no murder," says fbe Decalo^e. What 
are we to infer from this ? If this commandment is to be 
takeo literally, we must not destroy malefactors nor oar me* 
mies : and Moses, who pat so irway people to death, was K 
bad Interpreter of his own precept. If there are aoy ex- 
ceptions, certainly the first must be inf&TOur of suicide, be- 
came it is exempt'from any degree of violence and injustice, 
the two only drctimstances which con make homicide cri> 
minal ; and iKcanse natare, moreoTer, has, in this retpect, 
thrown sufficient obstacles in the way. 

But still they tell us, we must patiently endure the evils 
which God inflicts, and make a merit of our BuSeriugs. 
Thi> application, however, of the maxims of ChriitiBnlty iB 
very ill calculated to satisfy our jodgment. Mas is solgect 
to a tfiousand troubles ; his 4ife is a complicatian of erHs, 
uid he seems to have been bom only to suffer. Reason 
directs him to sbun as many of these evils as lie can avoid ; 
and religion, which is never in contradiction to reason, ap- 
proves of bis endeavours. But how inconsiderable is the 
account of these evils, in comparison with those be is oUigett 
to endure agunst' his will? It is with respect to tliese (hat a 
merdfiil God allows man to claim the merit of reiistuice ; be 
receives the tribute he has been pleased to impose as a volun- 
thry homage, «nd he places our resignation in this life to our 
profit in the next. True repentance is derived from nature ; 
if man endures patiently whatever he is obliged to snffer, he 
does, in this respect, all that God requires of him ; and if 
any one is to inflated with pride, as to attempt more, he is a 
madman, who ought to be confined, or an impostor, who 
ought to be punished. Let os therefore, without scrapie, .fly 
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from tU tiM evils v« can avoid ; there iriU stHI be too many 
left for ng ia endure. Let \u, withont remorse, qoitlife it- 
self when it becomes a torment to as, since it is in our own 
fow^ to do it, and that ia so doing we neither offend God 
nor man. If we wonld offer a sacrifice io the Supreme 
Bring, it is nothing to undergo death ! Let us derate to God 
.that which be demands by the voice of reason, and into Us 
hands let us peaceabJy snirender oar saols, 

Soch are the liberal precepts wldcb good sense dictates to 
«very man, and which religion authorizes*. Let us apply 
these precepts to ourselves. Yon have condescended to dtB> 
dose jour mind to me ; I am acqu^nted with year nn- 
jsasiness ; you do not endnre less than myself; and yonr 
troubles, like mine, are incurable ; and they are the more 

* A strange letter this for the discuEsion of such a subject ! Da 
men argue so coolly on a question of tbb nature, when tfaey 
Aianune it on their own accounts ? Is the letter a forgery, or 
does tb» author reason only with an intent to be refcited i What 
makes our opinion in this panindar dubious, is tUc example of 
Kobecb, which he cites, aad which saenrs to warrant bis own. 
Robeck delilwrated so gravely, that he had patience to write 
a book,, a. large, vclumiiious, weighty, and dispassionate book; 
and when be had concluded, according to his principles, that it 
was lawhil to put an end to our being, he destroyed himself with 
the same composure Uiat be wrote. Let us beware of the preju- 
(Bc«s of the times, and of particular countries. When suicide is 
out of bshion, wa conclude that none but madmen destroy them- 
selves ; all Ha efforts of courage appear chimerical to dastardly 
winds; every one judges of o&ers by himself. Nevertheless, 
how many instances are there, well attested, of men, id every 
other respect perfectly djscree^ who, without remorse rage; or 
despair, have iguilted life for no other reason than Because it was 
a burthen to them, and have died witbmore composure than tfaey 
livad. 

Vol. II. I 
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Temediletg^.af diebiwi of kqnour are more inunotable thoQ 
thoH of fortune. - Yon bear them, I miut confess, with 
fortitude. Virtue supports yon ; advaace bat one step far. 
tlier, and bIm disengages yon. You entreat me to suffer ; 
my Lord, I dare importi^ne yon to pnt an enc| to your 
sufferings ; and, I leave yon to judge which of as is most dear 
to the other. 

Why should w;e delay doing that which we mnit do at 
last ? Shall we wait till old age and decrepid baseness attach 
us to life, after they have robbed it of its channs, and till 
we are doomed to drag xa inlirm and decrepid body with 
labour, ignominy, and p^a ? We are at an age when the 
soul has Ttgoar to disengage itself with ease frcxn its shackles, 
and when a man knows how to dloi^s he ought : when farther 
advanced in years, he suffers himself to be torn from life^ 
which he quits with reluctance. Let us take advantage of 
this time, when the tedium of life makes death desirahU ; 
apd let us tremble for fear it should come in all its horrors, 
at the moment when we could wish to avoid it. I remember 
the time, when I prayed to Heaven only for a single hour of 
life, and when I should have died in deftpair if it had not been 
granted. Ah ! what a pun it is to hurst asunder the ties 
which attach onr hearts to this world, and how advisable it 
Is to quit life the moment the connection is broken ! I am 
sensible, my Lord, Qott we are both worthy of a purer nan* 
sion ; Ttrtue points it ont, and destiny iuTites as to seek it. 
May the friendship which unites us, preserve our onion to the 
latest hour 1 O what a pleasure for two sincere friends voIan> 
tarily to end their days in each other's arms, to intermingle 
th«r latest breath, and at the some instant to pre dp the 
soul which they shared in common ! What pain, what regret 
can infect their last moments i What do they qait by talung 
leave of the world? They go together ; they quit notldng. 



LETTER CXV. 

THE ANSWER. 

Tbou STt distracted, my friend, by a falsi pasiion ; b6 
more diwrwt ; do not giro coonsel, whilst thou standest so 
ntnch in need of advice. I hare known greater erili than 
jronrs. I am armed with fortitnde of mind : I am an English* 
man, and not afrud to die ; but I know how to lire and 
snfier aa becomes a man. I hare seen death near at hand) 
and have viewed ft with too mndi indifference to go in search 
■of it. 

It is tme, I tboo|^t f on might be of use to me; my 
afiection stood in need of jonn : yonr endeavours might have 
been serviceable to me ; yoat understanding might bave en> 
lightened me in the most important concern of mj life : if I 
doDotaraU myself of it, wbom are jtm to impnta it to 2 
Wlwre is it ? What u become of it ? What are joa capable 
of I Of what use can yon be in your present condition J 
What service can I expect from yon ? A senseless grief ren- 
ders yon stnphl and unconcerned. Thou art no man i tiioa 
art nothing ; uid if I did not consider what thon migltteit 
be, I cannot conceive any tiling more abject. 

Tfiere is need of no other proof than yonr letter itself- 
Formerly I could discover in you good sense and truth. 
Yonr sentiments were just, your reflections proper, and I 
liked you not only from judgment but choice ; for I coniti. 
dered your influence as an additional motive to excite me to 
the study of wisdom. But what do I perceive now in the 
nr^ments of year letter, with which you appear to be so 
lii^y satisfied ? A wretched and pprpetual sophistry, wMch 
in the efroneons deviations of yonr reason eIiom b the disaraer 
12 



Sn ELOISA. 

•f your mind ; and which I would hot stoop to refnte, if I 
did Dot commUerete your delirium. 

To BubTert all your reuoning with one word, I would 
only ask yon a single question. You who beliere in th« ex- 
istence of B God, in the immortality of tlie soul, and in the 
free will'of nah, yon inrely cannot suppose that an intelligent 
lieiBg is erobedi«d, and <talion»d on the earth by accident only, 
to ezitt, to suffor, and to die. It ii certainly most protwble 
that the life of man is not withoat some design, some end, 
tame moral object. I entreat you to give me a direct onsw^^r 
totUs point ; after which we wBl deliberately exsmtae your 
letter, and you will blush to have written it. 

But let us ware all general maxims, about which we often 
hold violent disputes, withoat adopting aiiy of them in prac- 
tice i for in their appUcatjon we always find some par- 
iicnlar drcamstaaaes, wluchmakesaclian alteiatkniin the 
ttate at things, that every oiHi: tfaiaks bimaelf diipeAied from 
tabndtlitig to the .rales which he prescribe! to atlwrS ; and 
it^js well known,, that every man who establlriies. general 
^rinoi{d«8, deems them obligatory on all the world, hinuelf 
Mcepted. Once more let ns speak to yon in particnlar. 

Ton belitre that you have a right to pot an end to your 
Aelng. Your proof is of a very singular nature ; "because 
I am disposed to die, (say yoD,) I have a right to destroy myi 
self." This is certualy a rtry oooTcnient argument for 
viUakis of all kinds : they ought to be very thaakfol to you 
for the arms with which yon have furnished them : Qtetv can 
-be no crimes, which, according fo your arguments, may not 
li« justified by the temptation to perpetrate them, and' as soon 
as the impetnouty of puaion shall prevail over Ike borrov of 
guilt, their dispoiitioB to do evil will be ooBsidered as a nt^ 
to commit it. 
'It it lawful for yon, therefore, to quit Ufa } I should be 



gUd to. know whether you hsre jet }>egaa to VmJ. What I 
was yoD. placed here oa evth to do nothing in this worid i 
Didnot Heaven, whea it gave you eziitence, give you mum 
task oreraplbyoMat i If yon have accomplishsd your day'i 
work before GTening, rest yoonelf for theTemaiu^r of tll« 
day ; you imve a right to do it ; bat let us se^ your work. 
What answer are jou prepared to make tiie Supreme Judgf^ 
when he Remands nt account of your time ! Tell me, what 
cao yea aay to him 1 — —I have seduced, a virtuous girl : I 
bftve forsaken a friend. inJiis distress. Thou unhappy wretch' I 
pointouttome that just man who caa boast that he has lived 
long enough ; let me learn from him in what mumer I oq^4t 
to have q>6nt my days, to be at liberty to quit life. 

You enumerate the evils of human nature.-:- You are not 
ashamed to. exlmust commou place topics, which have 'be«a 
haekneyed over a hundred times ; and y^ou conclude that lilf 
isan «T4L But search, examine into the «rd«r of thiqg^ 
and see wlwtlKr y^ can fi*d any good which is not intw- 
mii^ed with evil. Does it, thee efoM, follow that there ip 
no good in the universe, and can yon confuuid what is m its 
own nature evil, with that which is oaly an evil accidentally I 
Yon have confessed yourself, that the transitory and paiuvt 
life of man is of no cootequence, mid only beaa respect t» 
matter from whit^ he will soon be disencumbered ; but hi* 
Bctir« and moral life, which ought to have most influeBce 
over hit nature, conusts in the exercise irf free-will. IJfe if 
an evil to a . wielded man ia-. prosperity, and a b'^ss^g to aq 
honest mauiadietreis; for it is not Its casqgl.modiflcadoB, 
but its ralationto sqme final object, whicfa makes it eiUiet 
good nr bad. After all, what are these cruel torments which 
force you to Abaadoa liCa i D» you imagine thut under year 
a£Gected im^Mrtiality in the «iameratiQn of the evils of thia 
life, t did not disGwrer that you. was asluuBad to speak <iet 
I 3 



ir« BLOBA. 

your own 2 Trnst me, and do not at once abandon every 
Tirtue; — Preserre at lea<t ^ our wonted sincerity-, and speafc 
ttni open to j'onr fHend : I hsTe lost all hope of leducing a 
inodest woman, I am obliged, therefore, to be a man of - 
Virtue ; I bad mnch rather Ae." 

Yon are weary of liring ; and yon tell me tbat life is an 
«Til. Sooner or later yon will receive consolation, and Aen 
yon wOl say life is a blessing. Yon will speak with inore 
trntb, thongh not with better reason ; for nothing will hare 
altered bat yourself. Begin the alteration then from tUt day ; 
and unce all the eril yon lament is in the disposition of yoitr 
own mind, correct yonr Irregnlar appetites, and do not set 
your honse on fire to artdd the tronble of patting it in- order, 

I endnre misery, say yon ; is it in my power to tLicid 
safFering 1 Bat this is changing the state of the question : for 
the snt^ect of enquiry is, not whedier yon soffer, but whe. 
flier your life is an evil ? l-et ns proceed. Yon are wretched, 
yon naturally endearonr to extricate yonrsdf from misery. 
Let us see whether, for that purpose, it b necessary to die. 

Let us for a moment es&mine the natural tendency of the 
afiUctions of the mind, as in direct opposition to the erils of 
the body, the two substances being of contrary natures. The 
latter become worse and more inveterate the longer they 
continue, and at lengfli utterly destroy this mortal machine. 
The former, on the contrary, being only external and tran- 
sitory modifications of an immortal and uncomponn4ied es. 
tence, are insensibly eflaced, and leave the mind in Its i 
original form, which is not susceptible of alteration. Grief, 
disqnietnde, regret, and despair, are evils 'ot short duration, 
whidi never take root in the mind ; and experience alwaya 
lUsifies that bitter reflection which makea as imagine our mi. 
very will have no md. I will go ftrther ; I cannot imagine 
Ikat tlie vices wUeh oontauBsate n> are more inherent in oar 
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- natnre titan the troablei we endure ; I not wily Miera that 
they perish with tiie body which gave diem birth, but I think, 
bejond all doubt, tiut a longer lift would be- Bnfflcient to 
Teform mankind, and that many ages of youth wonld teach tu 
that nothing is preferable to Tirtne. 

However this may be, ai the greatest part of out phyiical 
erilB are Incessantly increaidng, the acute pains of Hk body^ 
when they are incurable, may justify a man's destroying him. 
^If ; for all hii faculties bdng distracted witii pain, aodths 
«ril being without remedy, he has no longer any use either of 
his will or of his reason ; be ceases to be a man before he is 
dead, and does nothing more in .taking his .life than quit a 
body which mcnmbers bim^ and in which his soul b no longer 
-resident. 

But if Is otherwise with the afflictions of the nund, wUch, 
let them be ever so acute, always carry their remedy with 
(hen). In fact, what is it that makes any evil intolerable I 
Nothing bat its duration. The operations of Burgerj' an 
generally much more panful than the diiorderB tbey core ; 
but (he pain occa^ned by the Utter is lasting, that of Am 
operatkm is momentary, and therefore preferable. What 
occasion is there, titerefore, for any. operation to ronwra 
troubles wluch die of coarse by their duration, the only dx^ 
conutance which could reader them insnpportable ? Is it rev 
sonable to apply such desperate remedies to erili which expire 
of themselves ? To a man who valnes himself on his fortitude, 
and who estimates years at tlieir real valoe ; of two ways by 
which he may extricate himself from the same troubles, which 
will appear preferable, death or time ? Have patience and 
you will be cured, — What wonld you derire more ? 

Oh I you will say, it donbles my afflictions to reflect that 
they will cease at last 1 This i| the vain sophistry of grief t 
an apophthegm void of reason, of propriety, and perb^s of 



maperi^,fr^Whii m absiiid natiie of despair ii tin hope of 
termn^ngnuBery* 1 Ewm allowing ttfafBatartlcal reflection, 
irbft^Tould pot cboose to incmse the pieMnt pain for a mo- 
menf, noder the Msuraacfi o£ pnttiag an end to it, as w* 
■carify a wound, in order to Ileal it i and admitting any 
ohaKiDi.ia ijief, to. make ni in love with suffering, when we 
rtha»e ounebes from it by. pntting an end to onr beipg, do 
weuotitthatinilantincnrall that we apprehend here^ter 7 

.. Reflect Iboronghly, young man ; what aie ten, twenty, 
thirty yean, in competition with immortality ? Pain and 
pjeaanre .paaa like a shadow ; life sjides away in an insUnt ; 
it h nothing of itulf, its Valne depmdt on the use we make 
Of it. The good that.we haTe doi^ is ail that reAiaint, and it 
is that alone wliich marks its importance. 

. Thereforie, do Dot Bsy any mdre that yOnr existence is an 
erit, since it depends on yourself to make it a blessing ; and 
if.it be«B erll to haTe lired, this is an additional reason for 
proloogJBg lifb. Da not pretend neither to say any more that 
yon«reatlilierty todiej ior itJsds mvchas to any that yon 
Uv* power to alter your nature, diat yoli in*e a right to re- 
f «lt against tiie An Aor of yoUr being, and to frustrate the 
MfdofyotiP existence. But wl^en yoa add, that your death 
ddesi.'injai^ to no onej do yoti recoUeet that yon make this 
-deoUrafion to yonr friendl 

Your friend does injury to no one. I nnderatand you! 
Yon think the loss I shnll sustain by your death of no im- 
portance I ' yon deem iny affliction of no consequence, I 

* No,, my Lord, we do not put an end to miseiy by these 
means, but tatber fill the measure of affliction, by bursting asun- 
der the last ties vhich attach us to felicity. When we regret 
what was dear to us, the grief itself still attaehca us to the object 
vre lamen^ which 13 a state less deplorable than to be attached 
to iiotbing. . . . ' 
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will urge to yoijt no more 4lw ri^ta of fiie^dihip, 'wUA yet 
de^e ; but ftie there ao-atiiigiiioia ttiU more-dew*, wUck 
ovght to induce ^oa to pnaen« yoiir life? Iftborebeft 
p^ma in the werld who loved jou to dut degree m to be aik 
drilling. to surrife yon, and wboie happjeeM depends od 
yoon, do yon thinlL that yon hwe no ofeUgKlioBS to her i 
"WJll not the execution of yonr wiekod deaign diitarh tke 
pe»tx of a mind, which hu been, with nch difficoUy, re* 
stored to its former innocence ? Are sot yon afraid to add 
fresh torments to a heart -ot such geuilbiUty i Aje you Jiot 
apprehensiTe lest your deatii shonld be attended frith a lou 
more fotat, .which would deprive the world and vtrtae iti^ 
of its brightest ornament? And if elie should mrme yon, we. 
juA yon afraid to rouse -np remorse in her bosom, wUd i» 
more giiereus to. support tban life itself ? Xhou niigf tteftil 
friend ! tbon indelicate lOTer I wilt (hoa always be taken 
np wholly with thyself i Wit tima always think on thy own 
troubles alone ? Hast thou no regard for the hi^ineiB of one 
who was so dear to thee i and cannot thou resolve to live for 
her who was wilUnj to die with tiiee ? 

Ton talk of the. duties of a ma^strate, . and of a fctlwr qf a 
fsmily ; and becanse yon ^re aotwtder dioso circHastanees^ 
yoil think yourself absohitely free. And are yon then Hnd«r 
no obliga'ionB to society, to whom you are indebted-far yonr 
proyemtion, your talents, your nBd^rstaodiiig ? Do yon 
•we nothing to your native ctmi^iy, and to those unhanT 
peo^e who may need your assistance i O what an'aGoarate 
calcnlatit^ you make 1 Among the oUlgations yon have atn* 
pnr^d you hwre only omitted those of a man and of • ' 

* Obligations more dear than those of friendship 1 Is it a philo- 

Mp&er who talks tfausf But this affected sophist was of an 

amoFgas foposhiM. ■ ' ' ' 
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litl««n. WIkm is the Tirtnous patriot, wlio reAised to 
•nliit itiider a foragn prince, becKKse his blood oaght noi to 
be Bpiit but in tlie serrice of hit countrj ; and who nov, in 
a fit of defpdr, ii ready to abed it agunst the ezpresB pro- 
UbitioB of tlie laws i The laws, the laws, joniig man ! did 
any wise man ever despise them i Sectates, though innocent^ 
oat of regard to them, refused to quit Ids prison. Yoa do 
not scniple to violate tliem by qaitting life unjustly • and yon 
uk, irh&t injivy do J ! 

Yoa endeaveuT to justify yoBrsetf by example. Yon pr«- 
■wae to mentiim tbe Roraaufl! it Iwcomes J'ou, indeed, to 
cite tlHMe lUostilDns names. Tell me, did Brotas die a lorer 
in despair, and did Cato plange the dagger in bis breastfor 
kis mistress I Thon weak and abject man 1 what resemblance 
is there between Cato and thee ? Show me the common Stan. 
dard between that soblime sool and thine. — Ah ! vun wrett^ 
hold thy peace : I am afraid to profane his name by a Tin. 
dfcation of .his condnet. At riiat aagBst and sacred name 
^ery friend to virtoe should boir to tiie gronnd,- and booonr 
the memory of the greatest.hero in sUence. 

How'ill yon hava selected your examples, and how meanly 
.you judge ef the Romans, if yon imagine that &t!y thought 
tlienselTes at liberty to quit life so soon as it becuae a bvr_ 
then to them. Recar to. the excellent days of fiiat repoblic, 
'mi see whether yon will find a single citizen of Tirtne^ who 
thus freed himself from . tbe diKharge of Us daty, even after 
the most cruel misfor tnses. — Whes Regnlua wa* on his re. 
lorn to Carthage, did he prerent tbe t«raients which he 
knew were preiMring for him, by destn^iag himself ? What 
would not Postbnmns have given, when obliged to pass 
pnder dK yoke at Clandinm, bad this resource bem jnitU 
^ble ? How; much (^d eien tiie senate admire that efiort of 
courage, which enabled the consnl Varo tojnnlie hta defeat i 
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For wlikt MMMU. dU so many geneiab Tohmtarily awnndcr 
themselTM to their enemiei, they to whom, iffommy wu (o 
dreadful, and who were so IHUe afraid of dying 7 It was be- 
. cause they considered their blood, th«r life^ and their latest 
.breath, as deroted to their country ; and neitiier ^Bne.ntMr 
qiisfortane could diuoade them from tiiis sacred daty. But 
when tiie laws were sshmted, and the state becaaae a pi«y 
to^raany, the citisens resamed Aeir natnnd liberty, and 
the right they hut over their own Ures. When Rome was 
no more, it was lawful for the Roduuu to gjre np their ItTes ; 
they had discharged ih&r doties on earth ; tb^ had no longer 
any conntry (o defend : they were therefore at liber^ to dis- 
pose of their lives, and to obtain that- freedom for themselves, 
'Which they conld not recover for their conntry. After having 
q;>ent their days in the service of exinring Ronie, and in 
dGghting for die defence of its laws, they died great and vir- 
tuous, as they had lived, and their death iras an additional 
tribute to the glory of the Roman name, since none of them 
beheld a si^t above all others most dishonourably that of a 
' trae citizen Btoofung to an nsurper. 

Bnt thon, what art thou ? What hast thon done ? Dost 
thoa think to excuse thyself on account of thy obscurity ? 
Does thy weakness exempt thee from thy duty, and because 
thou hast neither rank nor distinction in thy country, art 
thon less snlyect to the laws ? It becomes you vastly to pre. 
mime to talk of dyiog, while you owe the service of your life 
to your equals.— Know, that a death, such, as yon meditate, 
it shameful and Burr^>titious, It is a theft committed on 
vankind in generaL Before you quit life, return the bene, 
fits you have received from every in^iduoL But, yon say, 
I have no attachments ; I am useless in the world. tlion 
young philosopher 1 art thon ignorant that: tboa canst not 
move a smgle step without finding some duty to fuljBJ ; and . 

la 
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tkU ewaty, mMi is useful to spcMy^ erm try neam of Us 
«xiiteDce^oM i- ■ ■ . ■ 

Hmk me, di^n nA yoanq nmi I tinu art Atar to n*. I 
eoiqn!Krate th^ eiron, ,If tk« leut iense of vlrtiM still »e. 
Mttiai 'm tby bfetilt,- altepd, mbd let' ioe tAicb th^to be 
fc^adUpA to Hie. — WhcMrer tiiflu art tinnpted t* qiM M, ray 

pi^jaM *^-Letnt at least 4e OM good'«ctl«n before I 

dtt.? Than go Mt eeat*ch for one Ik a rtate of lod^g^nee, 
wkom tfwn^Uayest reH«fe ; for one ntydei- nnhfortnaes, whom 
■titam mKfm tantait I (n- «ae under oppresfdon, whom thou 
mayest delemt. Intrednee me to tbese anbappy imt^Kt 
wboB fay nnk keeps at a distance. Do not be bfraict of 
,mi«Qsi^ my pane, or my credH: ittiAo free wkhtben^ 
■diiti4b«te my (orMM ; make tte ricb. If tiui cocwMer^oa 
TestralnR yon to-day, H will restrain yon to.iDormir ; if to- 
morrow, it will rectrain yen all yonr life. If it baa no 
power to MBtMin yon, die 1 yoa are Mow my care. 



LETTER CXVI. 
FBOM IjORD fr — . 
I «A;Miidy, my "dear fi-ioBd, embrace yon to-day, ar I wak 
in hopes I «hoDld ; being detained two dayi longer at K«n. 
€lAgton. . It is the way Of flie covrt to be very IfiAy do!ng 
ttotbing, and ^1 afiUrs run in a constant ancce^lon Witliont 
Iwing dispiatched. The Imrinesa which has confined me here 
«ig^daya,m^tliaTebeen«onGladed!ntWoboaTg; bntastbe ' 
ddef coDceni of the ministry is tb preserre an ak of Intsiness j 
they waste Jmore time in pmttiog me off than it wonid cost 
them to dJqwfeb me. My impatience, which is rathW too 
evident, does not contribnte to shorten the delay, ¥o* 
Iqdow ^t the eonrtto oot nhed to my tdM, I find it mm 
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intirierabie tuaci we hare lh«d bother, tad I liad ri^r % 
Inuared tiinel Aare. ^odr melaiif^oly, tkan be . ptntcred wilk 
&eJLi».vet frfaidiaMuiid in thM eomiti^. 

Neverthetoi, in .tomr^ning With f^e huij rtogguia, * 
thought stmck me with regard M yo*, aHd I Milf waityonr 
conieiit to diqxne^f yoo to adnintage. I ^lerceive that, in 
ttngf^iag -with yOwr afflictian, 7011 suffer both from four 
UaeariQeH of aindi, and from fern Taattaee. If yon Are 
determiaed to live and overconu it, you hate foimed thii m 
solution less in conformity to tlte dictates of reason and 
bononr, than in compUance with ytfur friends. Bat this is 
not enough ; You must recorer the relish of life to discharge 
its duties as you ought ; for with so much indilFerence about 
every thing, you will 'succeed in nothing. We may both of 
HI talk as tf e will, bDt reason alone will sef er restore yon to 
your t-eaaoo. It is iwoessat7 that a multiplicity of oew and 
striking objects should in some measure withdraw you froiy 

- that intention which your mind fixes solely on one object of 
its affections. To recover yourself, you must be detached' 

' from inward reflectiim, and nothing but the agitation of a 
busy life can restore you to serenity. 

An opportunity olf^ for this purpose, which is not to be 
diarhgaried ; a great and wAle enterprise is on foot, 4nd 
ivcha-dne n has not been«QDaHed for ages. It dependa«k 
yon.' to be a'^Kctator and assistant id it. Yon Will see ibe 
^andest ugkt wbick the eye of man ever beheld, and ytniT 
tarn for obserfation will be abundantly gratiGed. Vourap^ 
pOfutmentwiU be. honourable, and, with thetaleat* yoa are 
master of, wfllobly reqnire'ODarsg«aftd good healtii. YOn 
viil fisd it attoidad with nwre tiaager than coafiseraeirt^ 
irilidi wil mdie itiroore agreeable to, you; dndj in fthr 
words, yimr «i^g«ment wiB not bci br any longiiine. 1 
num^ gjre yo« frirdisr informatioa at present ; iMcame tttb 
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sclwme, wbich i> almort ripe for iiaeawetj, ii nerertbdcM a 
•ecret, with which I am not Mqnainted in ill iti particalus* 
I wiU onlj add, that if jqn decline tliii iacky and extraordi- 
naiy opportunity, yon iriU, probably, nerer recover It 
again, and will regret it u long ai yon lire, 

I haTe ordered my terrant, who is the bearer of dlii letteri 
to find yon ont wbererer yon are, and not to retnm without 
« line ; for the affidr reqvireB dispatdi, and I mart glTe on 
■Dswer before I leare thii pUc«. 



LETTER CXVII. 
ANSWER. 
X}o, my Lord, dispose of me ; I will agree ta whatever 
yon propose, TQl I am worthy to ibrre yon, at leait Z 
claim the merit of obeying yon, 

LETTER CXVIII. 
FROM LORD B— . 

SiNci yon approre of the thoagfat I inggetted, I will not 
delay a minute to acquaint yon that every thing ii coadnded, 
■ltd to explain to you the nature of the engagement I hare 
entered into, in pursuance of the authority yon gave me to 
■sake tlie agreement on your behalf. 

You. know that a squadron of fire men of war is equipped 
at Plymouth, and that they are ready to set sail. The com- 
aodore is Mr. George Anson, a brave and nperieiced 
•fficer, and an old ftiend of mine. It is dettiiied for tha 
SontiuBea, wfaiAer it If to mB throng tiie Straiti of X* 
Uaire, aad to come back by the BaMJudfoa. Yob. ne. 
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tkerefore, that the otgeet is no leis dun to make the tour of 
ihe world, an expedition wluck, it is imagined, will take op 
tbree years. I could haTe entered yom ai a Tolnnteer ; bot 
to gire jou more importance among the crew, I have ob. 
tained the addition of a title for yoo, and y on stand on the 
list ia tbe c^jtadty of engineer of the land-fiorces : this wiB 
be mora suitable to 70D, became, having fallowed tbe bent 
'<rf your genius from your first outlet in the world, I know 
you made it your early study. ' 

I propose to return to London to-morrow*, to present 
yon to Mr. Anson within two days. In the meantime, takft 
care to get your equipage ready, and proTide yoiinelf witk 
. books and instmments ; for the embarkation is ready, and 
only waits for suling orders. My dear friend, I tiope that 
God will bring yon hKk. from-this long voyage in full beahh 
of mind and body, and that at your iMnm we shall meet 
never to part again. 



LETTER CXIX. 
TO MRS. OEBB. 

Mt dear and lovely cousin, I am preparing to make the 
tour of the world ; I am going into another hemisphere^ in 
pursuit of that peace which I conld not enjoy in this I Fo<d 
that I am ! I am' going to wander over the universe, without 
bting able to find «te place where my heart can rest. I am 
going to find a retreat from the world, where I may be at • 

' * I do not rightly understand this: Kenuogton not being aboVe 
a Dule' and a half trom London, dw noblemen who go to court da 

not lie dwie ; yet Loid B tetls us he was obliged to stay then 

I kopw not how many days> • 
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distiaee from fou. But it beooili«> meto regard the wQL of 
a friend, a benebctar, a fatlier. Wittaoot tbe smallest belief 
tif- a rare, at l«ut I will take paias br it ; Eloisa and virtue 
require the sacrifice. In three hoars time I shall be at th« 
mercy of the winds ; in three daj-s I shall lose sight of Eu- 
fope ; in three months I shall be in nnltiiown seas, raging 
irith perpetnol tempests ; in three j'ears perhaps . , , ^ . . 
How Jreattfiil is the thought of never seeing you m«»I 
Alas I the greatest danger is in mjrowh breast; for, whsU 
ever may be my fate, I am res^ved, I swear, that you shall 
■ee me worthy to appear in y«ar right, or yoo shall never b^ 
hold me more. 

Lord B >, who is on his retsni to Rome, will deliver 

^8 letter in his way, and acquaint yon with all particulars 
Ctttc^niog ine. Yoo are acqnunfed with his dispositioa, 
and you will easily .guess at those circumstances whith he 
do^ not choose to communicate. You was once no strwo^ 
ger to mine ; therefore, yon may likewise form some jadg. 
ment^of those things which I do not curb to relate myself. 
Your friend, I hear, has the happiness to be a moQier as 

well as yourself. Ought she then to be O inexo. 

rable HeaTen 1 O m^ mo^r ! why did Hearen 

in its wrath grant yon a son ? 

I must conclude : I fee] that I must. Farewell, ye pure 
and celestial souls I &rewell, ye te&der and inseparable 
Mends, the best women on earth I Each of you is the only 
object Worthy of the other's affections. May you mutually 
contribute to each other's happiness ! De^ now and then to 
call to mind the memory of an unfortunate wretch, vrtio oHly 
existed to share with you every sentiment of his soul, and 
who ceased to live the moment he was divided from yon. 

If vvsr-r— I h«»r the signid, and the doBts of 

the saUors. The wind blows strong, and the saila are spread. 
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I mart ob boanl : I mtutbe goae. Thou vast and iininenM 
se», wbich, psrhftpi, wilt barf me beneath tliy iravea 1 Oli t 
that apon thj jwellfog iOl^ I cobld recover tbat oln whidi 
bat foraaken my tronbl«d loni 1 



LETTER CXX. 

FROM MRS. WOLMAR TO MRS. ORBE. 

Howtedioas is yonc fUj I This going bftckward and fqr. 
ward is TGiy diMgreeable, How many bours are lost befon 
yon return to tbe place whwe you ought to remain for ever, 
and, therefore, how mnch worse is it for you ever to go 
away! Tbeidea of seeingyou forso shortatime takes from 
the pleasnre of yotir company. — Do not you perceive, that 
by residing at your own house and mine alternately, you ar« 
in lact . at home in neither, and cannot you contrlre I9<ne 
means by wUch you may make your abode in both at ooc« } 

What are we domg, my dear cousin i How many, preckrai 
Bumeuts we lose, when we hsn oon^.to waste ! Years steal - 
upon us ; yodth befpne to vanish ; life slides away inpercep* 
tibly i its momentary bliss is in our possessioB, aad we re- 
fuse to enjoy it! Do you recollect the time when we were yat 
girls, those early days fo agreeable and delf^tful, wbich a« 
other time of life affords, and which the mind with so mach 
difficidty forgets i How often, when we were obliged to part 
for a few days, or even for a few boars, kav« we sadly etn- 
biaced each oAer, Hid vowed tiiat when we were onr own 
nistreweswewoald never be aannderl Wears ndw oar own 
mistr«SKt, and yet we pass one half of the .year at a dislaacp 
from each other. Is then our affectian. weaker P My deaf 
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and tender friend, we are both senrible how mncb time, hi* 
bit, and joar kiadness, hsTe rendered our attachment more 
Btrong and indissoluble. As to myself, your absence dailf ' 
becomes more insupportable, and I con no limger live for » 
moment withont you. The progress of our friendship is more 
natnral than it appears to be; it is founded not only on 
a similarity of character, hut of condition. As we adrance 
in years, our affections begin to centre in one point We 
every day lose something that was dear to ns, which we can 
nerer replace—Thus we perish by degrees,.tiU at length, be. 
log wholly devoted to self-love, we lose life and sensibility, 
even before our existence ceases. But a susceptible mind 
arms itself with all its force against this anticipated death : 
when a chiUincss begins to seise the extremities, it collects aU 
the genial warmth of nature round its own centre ; the more 
connexions it loses, the closer it cleaves to tiiose which renuis, 
and alt its former ties are combined to attach it to ttv last ob- 
ject. 

This is what, young as I am, I seem to experience. . Ah ! 
my dear, my poor heart has often been too susceptible of tendw 
impressions ! It was bo early exhaosfcd, that it grew old be- 
fore its time ; and so many different afieotions have absorbed 
it to that degree, that it lias no room for any new attachments. 
Yon have known me in the successive capacities of a daughter, 
a friend, a mistress, a wife, and a mother. Too know how 
•very character has been dear to me i 8ome of these conoec- 
tiouB are utterly destroyed, others are weakened- My mo> 
tlier, my affectionate mother is no more ; tears are the only 
tribatfl I can pay to her memory, and I do bat half enjoy the 
most agreeable seusations of nature. As to love, it is whol- 
ly extinguished, it is dead for ever, and has left a vacancy is 
-my heart which will never be filled up again. We baro lott 
your good and worthy husband, whom I loTed u tbe dear 



■ ELOISA. ■ 187 

part of yovnelf, tnd who ma so well dMeiring of your 
firreDdship and tendemesi. If mj hoyt were grown np, qu- 
ternal id&ction might npply these runoiciei, hat Omt efiec- 
tion, like tM others, iva oeed of partidpetioD, and what re- 
tara can amother expect from a cidld ooly four or fire year*' 
oldf Oar children aredear to ih long before they are >en«i- 
ble of onr love, or capable of retnming it; and yet hiow 
Binch we wanttoexprets the eztrmTagance of onr fondnen to 
Mme one who can enter into our affection I My hniband 
lores then, bat not with that degree of lenidbility I conld 
wish ; he b not intoxicated with fondnesi at I am I his ten- 
demen for tiiem is too rational : I wonid have it to be mora 
lively and more like my own. In short, I want a friend, a 
mother who can be at eztnnagantiy fbod of my children, 
and her own, as myself. In a word the fondness of a. 
mother makes the company of a friend more necessary to 
me, tint I may enjoy the pleasure of talking contlnnally about 
my children, withont being tronblesome. I feel donble tbo 
pletnlire in the caresses of my little MarcelUons, when I seo 
that yon share it with me. "When I embrace yonr dangU«r, 
I fancy Aat I press yon to my bosom. We hare observed a 
bond red times, on seeing onr little <^nibs at play together, 
that Ae noion of onr affections has so united tbem, tint we 
Itare not been able to disdngvsh to wUdi of ns they sererally 
belonged. 

This is not all: I hare powerfnl reasons for deeiringto have 
yon always near me, and yonr absence is peinfnl to me in- 
more reepects Uian one. Think on my arerrionto all hypo>^ 
crisy, and reflect on the continoal reserve in wUch I faarA 
Uvea upwards of six yeare to wards fl» nmn whom I lore aboTo 
all others in the world. My odioussecret of^resaes ine mon 
and morej and my dnty to reveal it seems everyday moreio-' 
dispenntble. The more I am prompted by honour to disdon 
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it, th« mora I uri (tUiged b^ prndeoce to coiicetl it. Cmh 
aider vhat « horrid state it is, for * wif«'to cnnj aUtniflt,' 
falsehood, figd fear,'eT«D to her busbuid's arms ; to be afraid 
of openioK her heart to him who is master of it, and to con- 
ceal one balf of my life, to ensare the peace of the otlier. 
Good God I from whom do I conceal my secret thoughts, asA 
hide the recesses of a sonl with vrbich he ha* so macfa reason td 
be satisfied i From my Wololar, my fansbsod ! and the most 
Wordiy hnsband with whidiHeaTenerer revarded tbe virtue 
0f unsullied chastity. Having deceiTed him ' once, I am 
obliged to ciHidnae the deceit, and bear the mortification of 
finding ibyself nnrtorthy of all tlie IdndoeiS he eKpresses.— - 
Myheart is afraid to receive any testimony of his esteem^ 
his most tender caresses inake m^ blosfa, and my conscienoft 
inteiprets all his marici of respect and attention into sytn>: 
ptomsofreproachand ^sdain. It is a crnd pain constantly 
to horbovr tUs remoiM, whidi tells me Aat he mistakes- tt» 
obJectOfJUs esteem. Ah! if be bntknewne, he wi>oldDot 
use me ti^is tenderly! Ko, I CannotendnreWs horrid state; 
I Mil nerer atone with that worthy man , but I am- ready to 
fall on my knee^ before him, to ooafcss my fault, and to ex> 
pile at his feet iridt grief and diame. 

Mererthdess, the reaBons whidi at first restratned me, UL 
qaire fresh strength every day, and every motive which might 
indnce me to make the declaration, conspires to eigob aw 
silence. Whea I coasidcr tiw peaceable and traiiqail state of 
our family, I conoet reflect witiiout liorroT what tai irrepa. 
raUe distnrbance tni^ be occasioned by a sin^ wotdj 
After six years passed in perfect unleo, shaU I venture ta 
Astorb the peace of so good and discreet a husband, wlwluts 
no otlier will than that of his happy wife, no other pleanroi 
linn to see order and tranqmUity throoghout Us feraily }.- 
Sfadl I afflict wMi ddmestlc bi^ib an aged fUher, vrtio ap.. 
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peui lo- be lo contented, sad bo delighted witb tho bappinm 
of. his-, ilui^ter and hia friend I Sliall I expose my dear cUl. 
dfU, tlwse loTely and promithig infanta, to have Aeir edn* 
cation neglected and thamefatly Etigfated, to become the me. 
hncholj victims of bMly discord, betveen a father inflamed 
irilii jnst in^gnation, tortnred with jealooBf, and an unforh 
tanate and gnUty mother, always bathed in tears ? I know 
vhat M. Wolmar is, nov he esteems his wife } bat how 
do I know what he trill be when he no longer regards 
Jiar? Perhaps he seems calm and moderate, becaose his 
predominant passion has had no room to ;]d]splay Itself. 
Perhaps he wonld be as Tiolentin the impetnosity ofhis anger, 
)U he is gentle and composed, now he has nothing, to pro. 
irokehim. 

. If I owe such regard to every one abont nie, is not some. 
-JUng likewise due to myself i Does not a virtnons and la- - 
gslar conrte of life for six years obliterate, in some meik- 
■nre, the errors of youth, and am I still obliged to undergo 
Ae psBishmeut of a failing which I haTe so long lamented i 
I confess, my dear consin^ that I look backwards with rdnc^ 
taace ; the reflection humbles me to that degree, that it db- 
pnrita me, and I am too susceptible of shame, to endure the 
idea, wtAont falling into a kind of despair. I must reflect 
•a the time which has passed since my marriage, in order to 
lecover myfelf. My present utnation Inspires me with a con. 
fidence, of which dtoee disagreeable reflections wonld deprive 
Bie. I love to nourish in my breast these returning senti- 
ments of honour ; the rank of a wife and mother exalU my 
.fool, aad ss^iports me against (he remorse of nty former ooik 
dition. When I Tiew my chUdren and their father abont 
aw, I fancy &at every Qiing breaAbes an tdr of virtue, and 
they banish from my mind the disagreeable remembrance of 
By former fraiUies. Tlwi]- innocence is the lecar)^ of mine ', 
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tbey became d«ai«r to m«, by being the initromentS' of my 
reformfttion ; and I think oa the violation of hc»oiir with 
Boch horror, that I ean scarce believe myself the sane pfer- 
■OB who formerly was capkble of forgetting its precepti. I 
perceiTe myself so different from what I was, so confirmed 
in my present state^ that I sm almost indnced to consider 
what I have to declare, as a confetMOn wfaichdoes not concern 
me, and which I am not obtiged to make. 

Sudi is the state of an»ety and nncertainty in which I am 
continually fluctuating in your absence. Do you know what 
may be the consequence of this one day or o&er? My father 
is soon to set out for Bernej and is determined not to retnm 
. tillbe has pntan end to a tedions law-suit; not being. williBg 
to leave us the trouble of concluding it, and perhaps donbting 
our leal in the prosecution of it. In the mein time, between 
his departure and bis return, I shall be alone with my hns. 
bond, and 1 perceive that it will then be impnsible for me 
to keep the fatal secret any longer. When we hare compa^ 
ny, you know M. Wolmar often chooses to retire, and take 
a solitary walk : he chats with the peasants; he ioqnires into 
their sitnatioa ; he examines the conditions of their grounds ; 
and assists them, if they require it, both with his parse aod 
Us advice. Bnt when we are alone, he never walks without 
me ; lie seldom leaves his wife and cfaildren, bnt enters into 
their little amusements with such an amiable simplicity, tint 
on these occasions,! always feel a more than common lender, 
ness for^im. In these tender moments my reserve is in so 
much more danger, as he himself frequently gives me oppor- 
tnnittes of throwing it aside, and has a hundred times ,lield 
conversation with me which seemed lo excite me to confi* 
dence. I perct-ivc tLiit, sooner ur later, 1 must diwiose my 
mind to liim ; but sinic yon would li^ve thn coofession con- 
certed belw>.«ti us, mid made with all rhp precaution which 
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JHscretiOM r^oirea, retara to me Iminediitely, or I can uuwcr 
for BoUdng. 

Mj deu friend, I must conclude, and ^et what I had to 
«dd is of SHCh impartsace, that you must allow me a kw 
worda nore. Vou are not only of aervice to me when I am 
with tny children and my hnsband, hnt above alt when I am 
aIbD« with poor Eloiis : s<ditade b more dangerons, because 
It grows agreeable to me, and I conrt it without iniending it. 
It is Bot, as yoB are senile, that my heart atill emarts with 
the pain of its former wonnds— no, they are cured — I per- 
ceire tiiat they are — I am very certun, 1 dare believe myself 
TirtRons. I am under dq apprehendona about the present : 
it is the time past which torments me. There are some redec. 
tions as dreadful as the ori^nal sen^tion ; the recollection 
moves us ; we are ashamed to find that we ihed tears, and we. 
do but weep the more. They are tears of compassion, regret, 
and repentance ; love bag no share in them : I no longer har> 
bour the least spark of lore ; but I lament the mischiefs it 
has occasioned ; I bewail the fate of a worthy man, who has 
been bereft of peace, and perhi^M of life, by gratifying an. 
indiscreet passion. Alasl he has undoubtedly perished in 
this long and dangerous voyage, which he nndertook out of 
despair. If he was liring, he would send us tidings from th« 
farthest part of the world ; near four years hare elapsed 
since his d«^rtore. They say tbe tqnadron on board of 
which he is, has suffered a thousand disasters ; that it hath lost 
three fourths of its crew ; that several slups have gone to the 
bottom, and diat no one can tell what has become of the i«st. 
He is no more I he is no more! A secret foreboding tells me 
80. The nnfortonate wretch has not been spared any more 
Aan so many others. The distresses of bis voyage, and mew 
loBcboly, still more fatal than all, have shortened his days. 
TJiBS vwushes every thing which glitters for a wliilie on eortli. 
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-Tber^mucliofliaTiagoccadiHwd the dcftth of ft worthy mm 

was all tliat was mnting, to complete the tonMots of nj 
conscfeace. With what a soul wu be eii4iie4 ! how succep- 
tible of the tenderest love ! He dewrred to live I 

I try ia vain to dissipate the»e melaacholf ideas ; but thej' 
retnro ever minute, in spiie of me. Your' friend requires 
jonr asaiitance, to enable her to banish, or to modcntte 
them; and since I cannot forget this unfortnHate duo, I 
had rather talk of him with joa, than think of him by my- 
self. 

Yon see how many reasons concur to make yonr compiaay 
continually necessary to me. If you, who hare been nore 
discreel and fortunate, are not mored by the same reaaoni, 
yet does not .your inclination persuade yiouof the same w- 
cessHy ? If it is true that yon will uerer marry Bgaio^ haviug 
so little satisfaction in yonr family, what home cm be more 
coDTenient for yon than mine ? For my part, I am in pain, 
as I know what yon endure iu your own ! fra-, notwith- 
standhig your dissimulation, I am no stnager to your 
manner of Itriu^ and I am not to be duped by tiuse gay 
airs which yon affected to di^ilay at Clarou. You hare 
often reproached me with my failings ; aad I have a very 
great one to rqiroat^h you wkh in your tun ; which is, that 
your grief is too solitary and confined. Yoaget into a tor. 
ner to indulge yonr affliction, as if yon were ashamed to 
weep before yonr friend. Clara, I do not Kke this. I am 
not ungeneroni like you ; I do not coodeiin your tears. I 
would not bare you cease at the end of two or ten years, or 
while yon lire, to honour the memory of so tender a husband} 
but I blame yon, that after hanng passed the beet of yonr 
days in weeping with your Eloisa, you rob ber of tlw plet. 
sure of weeping in her turn with you, and of washing nwa^', 
by more hraooraUe tears, ^ sepadal of -titoae whioh she 
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riied'hi ymiT boaom. If yov ue sahanied of your grief, yon 
are k strUgerto real affliction I If yon Rtd a Und of plea- 
sure in iti why vill yob not Ut me p&rtrite of it i Are yon 
ignorant tbat a participation of affectioiis cominaiiteates a 
•oft and a&ctiog quality to mt^Micholy, which content nerer 
feels! And wai not friendship particularly designed to alle* 
riate the evils of the wretched, and lessen their pains ? 

Such, my dear, are the reflectioDS yon ought to in- 
dulge ; to which I must add, ihitt when I propose your 
coming to lire with me, I make the proposal no less in my 
hnsbbnd's name than my own. He has often expressed his 
surprise, and even been offended, that two such intimates as 
we should live asunder : he assures me diat he has told yon 
so, and he is not a man who talks inadvertently. I do not . 
know what resolution you will take with respect to these 
proposals ; I have reason to hope that it will be such as I 
could wish. However it be, mine is fixed and unalterable.— 
I hare not forgotten the lime when you would have followed 
me to England. My incomparable friend 1 it is now my 
torn. You know my dislike of the town, my taste for the 
country, for rural occupations, and bow strongly a residence 
of three years has attached me to my house at Clarens, Yon 
•I* DO stranger likewise to the trouble of removing a whole 
family, and yon are sensible that it w'oi^d be abusing my 
bther's good-nature to oblige Mm to moTe so often. There, 
fore, if yoti will not leave your family, and come to govern 
mine, I am determined to take a house at IJansanue, where 
we will all Ihe with you. — Prepare yourself, therefore; 
erery thing requires it ; my inclination, my duty, my hap. 
pfnesi. The security of my honour, the recovery of my 
reason, my cosdiSoo, my hasband, my children, myself, I 
owe all to you ; I am indebted to you for all the blessings I 
eiyoy ; I see nothing but what reminds me of your goodness. 
Vol. II. K 
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tad Tidutnt you I nm nothing. : Come tben, my mitcb lored 
fricDcl, my gturdion angel J cOme aad enjoy tfae yroA of yoor 
own hands- come and gather the' fruits of your benerolence. 
Let nihafe but one family, as we have but one soul to cherish 
It; yon iliall superinteud die education of my sons, and I 
will take care of your daughter ; we will ibare the maier. 
nal duties between ns, and make our fdeunre double. W« 
will raise our minds together to the contemplation of that 
Being, who pnrlfied mine by means of your endeaTourS ; and 
having nothing more to hope for in tUs life, we will quietly 
wait for the next, in the bosom of innocence and friendship. 



LETTER CXXL 

ANSWER. 

Good Heaven I my dear couiia, how I am delighted with 

your letter ! Thou lovely preacher ! Lovely indeed ; 

but in the preaching strain nerertheleia. What a charming 
peroration ! A perfect model of ancient oratory. The Athe- 
nisn architect! That florid speaker! Yon re- 
member him*-^--*In yoor old Plutarch Pompoot 

descriptions, superb temple When he had finished his 

harangue, comes another ; a plain man ; with a grave, so- 
ber, and unaffected air who answered as yoar cousin 

Clara might do with a low, hollow, and deep tons 

Ml that he ha* taid, 1 will do.— Here he ended^ 

and the assembly rang with appl&use ! Peace to the man of 
words. My dear, we may be toD^deredin the tight of then 
two architects ; and the temple in question is that of Friend- 
•hip. 
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But let m recapituUte alt tbe fine things you hare said to 
Bae. First, that we loved each other ; gecoadly, that my- 
Company was aecessary to yoa ; thirdly, that yours .was oe-, 
' cessary to me, likewise ; and la«tty) that as it was in o^r 
power to lire together the rest of ogr days, we ought to da 
it. And you have really discovered all this without a guide. 
In troth, thou art a woman of vast eloquence ! Well, but let 
Be tell yoQ how 1 was employed on my part, while you was 
compering this sublime epistle. After that,. I will' leave 
yon to judge, whether what you say, or what I do, is most to 
.the purpose. 

I had no sooner lost my husband, than yon supplied the 
Taoancy he liad left in my heart, -While he was living, he 
shared my affections with you .* when he was gone, I waf 
yours entirely, and, as you otKerve, with respect to the -con. 
fortuity of friendship tati maternal affection, my daugUer 
was an additional tie to naife us, I not only determined, 
fn>m that time, to pass my days with you, but I formed a 
nore enlarged plan. The more effectually to blend our two 
families into one, I proposed, on a sopporitioo that all cir- 
cumstances [Hrore agreeable, to marry my daughter some day 
orothet.toyoureldestson, and the name of husband, assii- 
med injest, sMSned to be alucky omen of his talcipg it oneday 
in earnest. , 

With this view, I eudeavoured immediately to put an end 
.to the trouble of a contested inheritance ; and finding that 
my circumstances enabled me to sacrifice some part of my 
flaim in order to settle the rest^ I thought of nothing but 
placing my daughter's; fortune in some snre funds, wheM it 
mi^t be seenre from any apprehensions of a law suit Von 
knoW' t^ I am whimsical in roost things ; my whim in ddf 
«a< to surprise you. . I intend^ to come into your room one 
morning early, with my chiidin one hand, and Ih^ pfirchoeiM 
K 2 



196 EU>ISA. 

intheotlier ; Hud. to tutve presented them both to you, witb 
a fine conipUment on ODininitdng to your care the mathcr,'tl>e 
daughter, and their effects, that is to say, my child's fortane. 
Govern her, 1 proposedto hare said, as best suits the late- 
rest or your son ; for, from henceforwards, it is your con- 
cern and his ; for my own part, I shall tronble myself aboat 
her no longer. 

Fall of this pleasing idea, it was necessary for me to open 
toy mind to somebody who might assist me to execnte my pro- 
ject. Guess now whom I chose for a confidant? One M. 
Wolmar. Should you not know him ? " My husband, con- 
■iti." Yes, your hosband, cousin. The yery man from 
whom you make such a difflcnlty of concealing a secret) 
which It is of consequence to htm uever to khow, is he who 
has kept a secret from yon, the discovery of which wottld 
hare gtren you so much pleasure. This was the tme subject 
(rf-all that mysterious conrersatlon 'betweenus, aboot -wiiicli 
yon'ttffed to banter us-vith so much humour. You see wint 
liypocrltes these husbands are. Is it not very droll hi Ibem 
"to accuse' us of dissimulation? But I required much more' of 
your husband. I perceived that youhad the same plan which 
'1 had in view, but yon kept it more to yourself, as tme who 
did not care to communicate her thoughts, till slie traa led 
to the discovery. With an intent, therefore, to ndce yonr 
-surprise more agreeable, I wontd have had him, ivhea joa 
proposed ear living together, to have seemed as if he disap- 
proved of your eagerness, and to have given bis consettf with 
Teinctance. To tiiis'he made me an answer, which I well re- 
4) ember, and which you ought never to fo^;et : forsiocethe 
first existmce of husbands, I doubt whetiier any one of Aem 
'evermadesach an answer Iwfore. It was as follows : ^ -My 

'*' dear Ultie cousin, I know Elidsa IknowherweU 

« ••••-••better flMn!dietimgbie8}peilu4>B,<*f*>'hU'gMie. 
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** rwUy of ItMrt is » gnat, tlitt what ahe dniras, aqgbtnot 
" toberefmed, uidherwniibilityiitoo BtroDgtobeu ad». 
" Dial, vHbovt being afflicted. During than fire yean thiA 
** we bare been mairied, I do not know that I have gfvai 
« her. the least uneaiiness; and.I hope to die wiAoat mnr 
*^ buMg the caiuQ of ber feeling a moment's inqnietHde>" 
Cmniu, ridect on tbii : tUs is the hosband whose peace «f 
Mind foo-are iaceaiantlj jnedita^g to disturb. 

Formypait, I had lev delicacj, or more gentleneis of 
diapodtion^ and I so nsturall)' diverted Ibe conrenadoa te 
which y»ttr a&ctiom M freqoently led yon, that aa joo could 
not tax Be with coldness or indifier«)ce toward i yon, ;<« 
tocrii it into your head that I had a lecond marriage In view» 
jtadtbat I lOTed yon better than any thing, except a hnsl>and> 
Yon see, my dear child, year inmoit thoaghta da n*t 
escapene. I goeuyoaroieaBing, I pmetrftte your designs; 
I enter into tb* l>ottom of your soql, and for tliat reaaon I 
have always adored you. This iiupiGi<n, which ao oppom 
tanely kd yon intC a. mistake, iqppeared to me welt wortb 
encoaraging. I took npon me to play the part of the coqnet- 
-tish widow, irtdch I acted so well ai to deceive even you. It 
is a part for Which I luTe more talents than inclination, I 
■kUMI^ eoployed that piquant aii which I know how to 
pst en, and witfa which I bare entertained myself in makli^ 
a jest of more titut one young coxcmnb. Top bavo' been 
nbsolatcdy the dope of my aftctation, and yon tbov^t me w 
haste to supply the pbu;e oS a man, to wkwn of ijl othen tt 
wduld be nUMt difficult to fit a snccesscMr. Bat i am tooji^ 
geaWms to pUy the connter&it famg, asid yaw appnkeiuiMW 
■wne sDcm remoTcd. Bvt to confirm yon the moirs, I wW 
explain to you my real sentiments on that hoad.' 
. J have tcrtd yon a hnndred tbnes, wheu I wh a moid that 
■1 was aerer designed for-B wife. . HadMydateminAtiond*- 
K 3 
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peniled on'myielf nlone, I ibould aerer have married. But 
-wf sex cannot purchase Ilbertf but by slavery ; and, before 
. we can become onr own rnktresses, we must begin. by beiiig 
^erranta. Though my hther did not confine nie^ I was ' not 
Without nneaiineK m my family. To free myself from titkt 
Vexation, therefore, I married Mr. OtIk. He was gnoh a 
worthy man, and loved mewUh rach tenderness, that I most 
sincerely loved him in my turn. Experience gave me a more 
adrantageons ojunion of marriage than I had canceived o( it, 
'and elaced those ill impreisiong I had received frtm Challiot. 
Mr, Orbe made me happy, and did not repent his endea. 
Tonrs. J should hare discharged my daty. with any other, 
but I -should hare vexed him, and I am sengiUe that nothing 
bat BO good a hnsband conM have made me a tolerable wife. 
'Would you thitak that even this afforded me matter of com* 
plaint i My dear, we loved each other too affectionBlely ; 
we were never gay, A slighter friendship would have iKcn 
-more Sprightly ; I should even have preferred it ; aad I 
' think I should have chosen to have lived irith less content, if 
I could have laughed efteoer. 

Add to tills, that the ptrticnhr circnnistMices of yonr sL 
tnatibn gave me uneanKess. E need not remind yon of the 
dangers to which an amraly passion exposed yon. I refiect 
on themwith horror. If you had only hasuirded your lif^ 
pelrhaps I might have retained some renalas of gaiety ; bnt 
terror and grief pierced ray sonl, and till I saw yon married^ 
1 did not enjoy one moment of real plcasare. Yon ara bo 
•ftrangA to my affltetiou at that time ; you fait it. It had 
great iBSn«aOe*veryoer good disposition, and I slmll always 
Uess those fortunate tears, which were probably tba occasioB 
of yonr return to virtae. 

• In this maaaer-I i^assed all the time thai i lived witk .aiy 
kMband. Since It has pleased the Alni^ to txkjt Um fron 
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ne, jndge whether I can hop* to find laotfaer so mach to toy 
nind, and vhether I ban any temptation to make the e^e> 
fimeDt? No, cousin, matrimony is too serioosa stateforme; 
its grarity does not suit with my humour ; it makes me dnll, 
and sits awkwardly upon me ; not to mention that all con- 
straint whatever it intolerable tome. Consider yon . who 
know me, what charms can an attachment have in my eyet^ 
during which, for seven years together, I have not Ungfaed 
seven times heartily 1 I do not propose, like yon, to tnm 
matron at eightand -twenty. I find myself a smart little 
widow, likely to get a husband tdll, and I think that if I 
were a man, I should have no abjection to such a one as my- 
self. But to marry again, cousin 1 Hear me ; I sincerely 
lament my poor husband ; I would have given up one half of 
my days, to have passed the other half with him;' and, 
nevertheless, could he retorn to life, I sbonld take turn 
again for no other reason, than because I had taken him be- 

I have declared to you my real intentions. If I have not 
been able to put them in execution, notwithstanding H. Wol. 
mar's kind endeaTOurg, it is because dignities seem to. in- 
crease, as my zeal to surmount them strengthens. But my 
leal will always gain the ascendancy, and, before . the sum- 
mer is over, I hope to return to you for the renujnder of my 
days. 

I most now yipdicale myself from tlie reproach of con- 
cealing my uneasiness, and choosing to weep done : I do 
not deny it; and this is the way I spend the most agreeable 
time I pass here. I never enter iny house, but I perceive 
•cHBe traces which remind me of him who made it agreenUe 
to me. I cannot take a step, I cannot view a ringle otgect, 
witbovt percehing some signs of liis tenderness and goodness 
of heart; and wenU yon have my mind t« be uuaffectedf 
K4 
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WIieiLl.wn be», I am leiiiibte of noMlig but tbe Ion I hatW 
nsteiiiciL When I. am near yxni, I -view ftltdie cotDTsrt T 
btpn ktl. Can 70a make ybnr infliieDce orer Tbj dtsporition 
a ixtme in me ? If I weep In yoOr absence, and langV m 
yan> company, wbsnc* ptoceedH the dffierence i Vngntttot 
'HBMasI ft il baoanae yon dleviote all my affictions, and F 
cannot griere wUle I eig(^ yonr tfodety. 

Too bam nMa groatdeal hi faronr 6f onr long MenjsUp ;' 
but I canHcrt pardoa yon for on^ttidg a tircnmAanee, tliat 
doei Ac most honour ; wUcb it^ tbat I lore yon, tbongh yoif 
ecUpsemt t Eloiia, yonwe^ Mm to mie. Yonr empire is 
more despotlo dtan airy in the world. It exterfdi even over 
Ale w&I, and I ftttnnsible^ it moTHiUit aiy otfi. Haw 
hap^nglt,my ElolM? Wetfrtf bo&&tttte#iHi'Tlrine; htu 
n6a> il eqdaQ^ (iear to ns ; our talents are tbe same ; I bavc^ 
very aeatds Kash ipirlt as yon ; a&d am vHt tesi hondsoinel 
I wn lendble of all tidi, and yet,' iiotwltbstandliig aH, yoti 
prescribe to me, you orercome me, yon cost me down, yonf 
gwhucroahea ndse^ add I am.ttoOi^b^r^you'. Erea 
Kluie youirM««t^ed>iti«Jiattaeltti«M iHA iridHh yoa 
H^rokdnd yftntitff, and that I, ithd Had tiotcoi^ yonr 
fUliog, mightbdve MCen Ae lead In my tnm, yU Oe aaceni 
dancy fctiU tcmaiHed in yoti. The^ h^ty I condemned In 
you tppatmi ta me almMt la the lljbf of i vlrtne ; I cAiId 
scarce forbear admiring in you wliat I ibould hare censnred 
taanotiier. Inihort,' Cf eit at that Ume, I nti^r iceoited 
yoQ witbont « t«nitbl« nnotlon «f 'intbl«nt«rf respect ; anA 
it'iaGertpid,tiiat4otiiin(bJrtya«irgAMnie«i aridaffitbilityof 
■nsnan coidQ entMe-Be M Ai rsnkof-yonf frierid.* by 
sataiK, I oDflht to beyovr intttii. Elplaitl Ab mytt^ry if 
jovcanj.faraqrpar^ i aaiattfosahow tb wive it - 
. But, aflnBltjIdoltaBomaatuwccaiwirtrtth^nMitM, 
iBd I beline thki I ban npliinad It brfore boir. Tka 



naaon i§, diat your <liBpoiiti(« raUTcni citry one roasd 
jvK, lad gives Ibema kind of neir existence, tor wbich ibej 
an bovBd to idore yon, since thejderire it eatir^y fi«m ;r«a. 
It is tme^ I kare done yon tome aigaal serriccB ; jron hare 
«o vftei ubAirieciged diem, that It is impoidUa for me to 
fitrgnt tbem. I cnnot di6uj bit dat, without aj' asditaocflj 
ywn iad .been ntterlj ndirae. Bat tdwt did I -do, noie 
Iku.ntnnt the obitgstioii lowed 70a? Ii it poHibl* to 
have a long acqaaintance with yoa, wUoat findiiig ooe'a 
wand knpretsed with the chanu of riitae, aadttedel^ti 
of friendship i Do a»t f on know tttat yoa have power to 
Bim in f oar defence ewery one who q!|woacbei yon; and (fiat 
I have DO adraatage whaterer orcr otbert^ hat tkat of Mn^ 
like die goavdfl of Sesottrii, of tie nme age aad Kx, and of 
ifaaviiiV bteabroaght up With yon i Bowerer it be, it is loaie 
TOmf b ri to C^ora, tliat tlioitgh ifa« is iif less estiaMtioa than 
Elona, yflt, withoat Eloisa, bhe wonldbeof fessTahaeatill; 
and, in ihort, to tell yon the truth, I tUnktiiat we stood b 
geeat need of eBcfa.othei, and tlut we ^ooM both hne ben 
losets tf hte Ind parted OS. 

I am chiefly concerned, lest, wltUe tay aflhin detain aw 
hen, yen ahoold diicoTer your secret, which yon sae ereiy 
aanoto ntiy to disdoae. . Consider, I entreat yon, .Aat 
these -me aoM and powedW rsaKHis for ooocealing -it, wad 
tiiat netlifaig bnt a mistaken principle can tempt yon to 
tCTulit. Besides, our MS^don tlutitisno longerswcrai 
toliim irtto is most interested la Hie discovery, is an addition. 
«1 a^ament against maldng any decteration witiumt tiM 
greatest circumspection. Perhaps your husband's reserve 
aiay serre as an example and a lesson to us : for la incb 
cases thereis rery often a great difierenee between psetend. 
i^to be ignonuit of a thing, and being obliged to know it 
K 6 
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»1 ELOISA. 

. Stuyt tiierefore, I beie«cb yon , tUI we coatult ohce more «■ 

vtl)i< nfialr. If; your appreheiisiong were w«ll grouaded, ud 

.your lamented friend was nomore, the best resolutioa yov 

■ Gpnld take, wonld be to let your history and his miafbittities 

tbe buried together. If he is alire, as I bc^ he is, the nw 

,niAy be diffeieDt; but letoftw^t till <m are.mreof Uie 

'.«Twt- In every state of the cue, do not yon think that j»* 

iQught topay sone^egard to the adrice of an unfoKunat* 

^wretch, whostf erils all spring from- yon? 

i- With respect to tiie danger of solitude, I concdfx, and 

iQapnot condema yoQT fears, though I am persuaded that th^ 

.-are Ul-Jbunded. Yonr past terrors have made you fearlol ; 

^ut 1 preiage better of the time. present, and you would .bt 

.less apprehensiTe, if you bad nu>re reason to be «o. .But I 

-caantdApinoTe of your anxiety with regard to the fate of 

, our poor friend. Now yonr affections have tak.en a different 

.turn, bdieve me, he is as dear to me a> to yourself. Nercr. 

ithelesi, I .hare forebodings quite conbary to yours, and move 

;agreeable to reason. Lord B—r- has heard from him twice, 

and wrote to me on the receipt of the last letter, to acqntunt 

me that he was in the South-Seas, and liad already escaped all 

the durgers you apprehend. Yon know all this as. well as ], 

, .and yet yon are as uneasy as if yovwere a stranger to&cse 

.particnl^rs. But there is a circumstance yon ere ignaraut of, 

laud of which I mnst inform, you; it is, thft tbe ship on 

.irhicblieis aboard was seen tito months ago off the Csna- 

j'ies, making sail fur Enrt^. This is the accouotmy lather 

Tec^red from Holland, which he did not fail (e trMiamit ito 

me ; for it his custom to be more punctual in infoming Jne 

. I concerning public, affairs, than, in acquainting :ni«. with. 'his 

.own prirate concerns. My heart tells me tltat it willnotke 

long before we hear news of onr phil(»opher, and that you 
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turs will ba dried tip, nolui, after haWng bunented him u 

deed, yoo Bhonld weep to find him t^e. But, thank God, 
jon are no longer in danger (ram 70111 former ireakneu. 

Dtk! Jbneor qvi^uelwiuer portatfoeo, 
df egiadipiaiigtret^vmrlaao! 

Alas I what fear> should heighten your concem. 
So us'd in listlesi solitude to mourn [ 

This if the mm of my answer. Your afiectionate friend 
propoiei and sharei with yon the agreeable expectation of a 
lasting re-Dniou. Yon find thatyoaare neither the first, nor 
the only author of this project ; and that the eiecntion of it 
is more forward than joa imagine. Have patience, there- 
fore, my dear friend, for tbh summer. It is better to delay 
oar meeting for some time, than to be nnder the necessity of 
parting again. 

}Vcll, good madam, hare not I been is good as my word, 
and is not my triumph complete ? Come, fall on yonr Imees, 
luss this letter with respect, and hnmbly acknowledge, that, 
once in her life, at least, Eloisa Wolmar has been ontdone 
infriendahip. . ^ 



LETTER CXXII. 

TO MRS. ORBE 

MYdearconsin, my benefactress, my friend! I come from 

. the extremities of the earth, and bring a heart stilt foil of 

affection for yoa. I have crowed the line fonr times ; hsTe 

traversed the two liemispheres ; bare seen the four quarters 

of the globe ; its diameter has been between ns : I bare 

KO 
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bem qiitA nuimd it, ui'd.y^casld aot facsfw fretn <fOu Ml* 
moiiKit. ItiiiBTUBtiflf ftfimibftoliiiecitof outBdomlM^ 
die Image', more fleet ttui Ae iriodi^ parsQM fas frOH (he 
end of theirorldj end, whererer we transport ounelres, 
webevwithustbkidettb;' wlfichiTftBreinitnaUd. I bno 
endared agreat deal; I haVe iken <A)ten Buffer bore. Hot 
nanjr imhappj wretches have I seen perish ! AUs! thej ra-- 

ted life at a high price! And jet I snrrived theia> 

Perhaps my condition was leii to be pitied ; the miseries of 
wy Gonpanions affec^ nte jsoxe tbaji ny oirni I /am 
wretched here (gai^ I.to myself,) but thcire ia a comer-<af(^ 
earth-where! anh^yyand tnuu^iH »nd. tii'e ,prasp«tt c(f 
bli&tff beude the 1e^ *f GeneTs, matfe me aneAda fit 
yAaf. I BuQexied Qn.tte ocwd. I, bare tte pteante^ onimf 
retniTi, to hare n^ h(H^ (Hwfinned : XiordB — =— infonnl 
me, diat yo4.both enjoy healih and peace; and that if y«« 
in particular have lost the agreeable distinctioa jot a. vife^ 
^ou Betierthetesg re^Un the title of a inend and tfiotfcer, 
whiqh n)ay, co^^^te io. y^wc banuBeia. 

I am VprsHoat (00 mnCh la haste to sffitd j/cm a detail of 
ny Toyage in thit letter. I dare hope thU I difcll aoat havw 
a more conTenient opportunity ; meantime I mnit be orarfent 
to g^re you a slight sketch, rather to excite than gratify your 
cariosi^. I hare been near four years in making this im- 
mense tour, and returned in tiie same sltip in which I set 
iail; the only one of the whole squadron, which we hare 
brought back to England. 

I hare seen South. America, that vast continent, which, for 
wm't of U1US, bat been oUiged to submit to the Europeans, 
irlw Han mMte k a desert, in'otder to secure their dbmiiiioii. 
i hare seen flie coasts of Brasil from Whence Lisbon and 
LohdoQdisnrlMr treasures, and where the ndserable iuUlreS 
tRtd apott gOA and ^Miaoikbj wiOoul daring to lay haadt. 



«a *» for. tkair mm Hu. I «roWd) hi MH weutftrj 
tto>ettotiiyB«UQiNlWtle AnUreticetftlv, aMinHwMith* 
^oH koniMe MiA^«aA in tke I^uiJIc Oc«k&. ' 

JEMvHir duUiimi-tittOigmilo pdio 

Have brav'dtheuDknownsetu, where, near the pole, 
Bloir faitblesa winds, and waves deceitful toQ. 

-lltBVeHfe^, kt ft dlatah^, the ii'btfde 6F t^ibse sop^sed 
ffmtH, #1)0 a^ Vo d'tberfrise greiiter tlian tfte rest ot icheif 
^Hedes, thaih a^ they aVe mAlre'cOa'ii^od^^' and (rhil tnaiirtaia 
tlMr InflepSeadc^ce ifiore by a life of Bhnp^dty and^ 'fhigality^ 
tiuui By tUefV «ithii6rdInaT7 statue. 1 fl»de a residence ot 
tti^ tt'ddtbs in a desert afifl de'li^'tM island, wMcli afTnrded 
lin ti^;r*eaU^ ittid llvety repVesehtatioii ot the ptitnitiTe bean- 
ty at 'niitnre, and irhich seems to be tied at the eztreAiity of 
the ^Md, to setVe as an iasyln^ to innoCeiice and pe'r^ecu- 
tMlore; but Ae greedy Earopean Indulges bis brntal dls- 
pMttidn, in preTCiMiig the peacefnt Indiati' 'frftm raiding 
fbeM, and does justice oh Umself, by nbt raaUng ft Ms cvfo 
iAkide. • . - . 

I -hare seen, !n the rivers of Mexico and {*eril, tbt samfr 
iitxm 'ba at Brasil ; I hate seen the few wretched inhabi- 
tants, the ead femains of two po%erfnI nations, lostded vith 
Irons, ignominy, and migery, wiping in the midst of theilr 
piediOns metals, and reproaching Ilearen for hAihg tan^d 
BOfA trelostires itpon them. I have seen the dreadful conlla- 
grafloa of a whole cJty, which perished in the flames, with- 
oat having made any re^tante or defence. Such is' the ' 
right of war among Ae bitelOgeDt, humane', and refined 
EaropetLttB 1 They are not satbGed with doing the enemy oU 
fte tt&dfl«f from whence they cob reap any adTantage, bxd 
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th^ reckon- It dear gain alt th« d«ttnietloti tk«y can ihak»~ 
among hii posMSiions. 2 hare cDasUd along alnoit -the 
whole weatem put of America, not without being itrnck 
vith admiration,onbelioldingfifteeahundredlengue>of coBflt, 
and tiie gresteit tea in the world, ander the dominion of a 
■ingle potentate, wtio maj be said to keep the keyi of one 
hemisphere. 

After haTing croued tlu* vast sea, I beheld a new icene on 
tiie other continent, I have teen the most nnmeroni and 
most illnstrioiia nation in the world in rabjection to a baad- 
fttl of biUiditti ; I itare hid near intercourse with tliis famous 
people, and I do not wonder that they are slaTei.— At ofteo 
conquered as attacked, they hare always been a pr^ to tbo 
* firit Inveder, and posriblf will be so to the «ad of the world. 
They are well suited to tlieir serrile state, tjnce they hnro 
not the courage even to romplain. They are learned, la^, 
hypocritical, and deceitful : tliey talk a great deal, withont 
saying any thing to the purpose ; they are full of sirirlt wHlu 
ent any geiuut ; tbey abound in signs, but are barren in 
ideas; they are polite, fnll of compUnienti, desteroni, 
crafty, and knarish ; they comprise all the duties of life in 
trifles; ail morality in giimace ; and liare no other idea of 
humanity, than what coniitts in bowl and talntatjons. ; I 
landed upon a second desert island, more unknown, more 
delightful still than the first, and where the most cruel acci- 
dent had like to hare confined us for ercr. 1 was tlie only 
one, perhaps, whom so agreeable an exile did not terrify: an. 
I not doomed to Ik an exile eTery where P In this place of 
terror and delight I saw the attempts of human industry to 
disengage a cirilized being from a lolitude where be wa^ls 
nothing, and [dunge him into an abyss of new necessttieB.' 
.. On the Tast ocean, where one would imagine m^n would 
be glad to meet with their own species, I hare seen two great 
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■Ups sail up to «wli Mher, join, ttttack, and figKt tog«fli«r 
witii' fary; u if tbftt ilBnwMe space wit too littla for either 
of tbem, I bave aeea thani disdMrge flukei and bvHeti 
against each ather. In a figlit wkich wai 'not of long Aa. 
rafion, I have' eMD the pknrt of hell, I han heard ' tke 
frininphaat shoats of the canqa^ror drown the cEJea of tha 
woondedj and the groaot of the d^ing. I blushed to i*. 
ceiTe' toy share of an hnmeaie- plunder ; but receiTod it in 
(he nature of a tmst, and as it wattaken item the wretdwd, 
to the wretcfaed it shall be restored, 

- I have Seen Eatope transported to- the extrendtiM of 
AfVica, by the labours of that avarlCloBt, iwtieBt, aiid imhu. 
trions peo{de, who by 'time andperserentDcohaTesummiiitod 
dificaitiei Which all the heroinn' of other nations co«ld aOni ■ 
orercome. 1 bars teen those immense and miserable ecsn. 
bies, which teem destined to do other purpose than to cover 
the earth with herds^of slaTcs. Atthrir tile s^ipcarance^ I 
tuniedaway my eyes, ovt of disdain, horror, and [nty; aad 
nn beholding one fourth part of my fellow creatans tnmu 
formed into beasti, for the terrioe of the rest, 1 could sot 
forbear lamenting that I was a man. 

Lastly, I beheld, in my feUow trsTellers, a bold and in- 
trepid people, whose freedom and example retrieved, in my 
A^aton, tile lunoDr of tlte species ; a people who des[Nied 
pain and death, and who dreaded notfaiDg but hanger and , 
disquiet; In Aeir oonmander, I beheld a captun, a soldier, 
a pilot, a prudent and great man, and to say still nnre per- 
haps, a friend worthy of Lord B . But, throagimnt the 

whole world, I have never met with any resemhlauceof Clkfa 
Orbe, or Eloita Etange, or found one who conld reQonq>ense 
■fthetrt traly sensible o( their worth for the lots of their 
BWJlety. , , - 

How shall 1 speak of ray cure ? It it from yon that I mutt 
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learn h«w for it U petfMt. Qo I njt««n nore f riep asdmorf 
diitteet ttwi I departed ? I dare beliei? tint I do, and yet I 
railiir kffirm it. The Mve image his censtaot potseuion <^ 
III)! heart; yOalnowhov iapoBubleitisforjOeeTerto ef- 
ftue it J IrattierdainiBiDii.oTN me iinwre worttif of her, 
a*d, if 1 d0 BOt decdre njnwlf, she, holds the Bame empiN 
ia.ii7 heaMaa ik yoar own. Yet, my dear <]owhi, her.Tiiv 
Ue hU nbdned me ; I am now, with regard ta her, nothii^ 
more Aan a.iMwt sinctre and tender fiioBd ; my adofation 
of tier i> ofthe same nature witfafoii9i n nUlwr, jaj afiecB 
tians da n«t seen to be wMkeaed, bat rectified ; and^ h^w. 
entjuaiy I exanhit, I.tod them to be as purf as the ol|. 
J«et iriUch inairires them. Whri can I uj more, till I am 
potto tbtyioa^bf wUdil mi^ be able to forai trigbtjadg* 
meat of myself! I amhon«BtBndBi«oere{ I irfU [Mwh^.I 
on^ to be ; hot how shall I answer for my afiectton*, when 
I haie so nodi reason to miitntst them ? Have I power orer 
Unpast? i^w tan I avaid recollecting aihoasandpasnoDs' 
iiAiGh haM formartj distracted me i How shall my imaginar 
tion distiagaish what is, from what has been ? Aad how AaH 
I consider her as a friend, i^om I n«rer yet saw Imt as » 
mistress i Whatmer yon may thinic of the secret motive ef my 
eagerness, it Islionest^ad rational, andnerita yotn i^>lUobar 
iion, 1 : -will answer b^orehand, at ka^formy intottims* 
^Permit me to see yoa, andfizamiiie me yourself, or ^low 
me tb see Eloia, aad I shall tlien know sny own heart. 

I amto attend I^ord B- into Italy. Sb^ I pass close 

1^ your booM, and not see you? Doyon tliiidi tluBpWBible^ 
Alas! Ifyouaresecroel to.reqtiiie'it, yon onghtoot to Ine 
obeyed I Bntwhy sboold ^oa desiroiti Areyon.not tka 
ume Clara, as kind and compassionate as yon are Tirtnooa 
and discreet, who condescended from her infancy to lore ne^ 
=itid who ongfatto lore me atilLiaore, now that J am iaddited 
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to bet ht BTCry. tking* ? No, my dear mS lovely friedd, 
snch a crOd dental Iritl not become yea; nor wilHtbejUittA 
me : it shaU not pnt the finishing stridu to my misery, Oncci 
more, once 'more in my life, I will lay my heart at yonr feet. 
I will see you, yon shall consent to an inteiriew. I will see 
Eloisa like vise, and she too shall give her consent. You are 
both of yon too sennble of my regard for her. Can yoo be- 
lire me capable of making this request, if I found myself 
unworthy to appear in her presence i She has long since 
bewailed the effects of her charms ; ah I let her for once be- 
hold the fruits of her virtue t 

P. S. — Lord B 's «ffairs det^ him here for some 

time: if I may be allowed to see you, why should not I get 
die start of him, to be irith yon the sooner i 



LETTER CXXin. 
FOOl^ UR. WOOf AR. 

Though we are not yet acquainted, I am commanded to 
write to you. 'The most discreet and most beloved wife has 
lately disclosed her beart'to her happy husband. He thinks 
you worthy to have been the object of ber afiections, and he 
makes youan offer of his house. Peace and innocence reign 
in this mansion; yoo will meet with friendship, hospitality, 
esteem, and confidence. Examine yourbeart, andif youfind 

' * What great ohllgatioiis has he to her, who occasioned all the 
'mlsfbrtiines ofhis iifef — Yes, mistaken querist!' he is indebted 
ta bet f^r (tie bonbut, the Vittbi, eIoH- peace of fals beloved Eloisa: 
teowte her e?«ry riling. 
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910 eloisa: 

Bftthing there to deter fon, come irithont any apprehensions. 
You rtil) not depart from him, withont leaviDg behind yon 
■t least. onefriend^by name 

WoLHAR. 

P. S, — Come, my friend, we expect jon with e^emesi. 
I hope I need not fear a denial. 



LETTER CXXIV. 

FROM MES. OBBE. 

In which the preceding Letter was ineloied, 

WsLCOUE, welcome, a tboDMnd times, dear St. Prens 1 
for I intend that yon shall retain that name, at least among 
SB. I BoppoBe it will be sufficient to tell yon, that yon will 
not be ezctnded, unless yon mean to exclude yourself. When 
you find, by the inclosed letter, that I have done more tlian 
you required of me, you will learo to put more confidence 
in your friends, and not to reproach them on account of 
thoae inquietudes which ihey participate when they are under 
the necessity of making you uneasy. Mr. WoJmar has a de. 
sire to see you ; he makes yon an offer of his house, his 
friendship, and bis adiice; this is more than reqnisite to 
quiet my apprehensions with regard to yonrjonrney, and I 
shoold injure myself, if I mistrusted you one moment. Mr. 
Wolmar goes farther, he pretends to accomplish yonr cure, 
and he says that neither Eloisa, yon, nor I, can be perfectly 
tiappy till it is complete. Though I bar? great confidence 
in his wisdom, and more m yonr virtne, yet I caapaot a^wwcr 
for the success of Uiis nndertaking. This I know, tiiat, con. 
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Bering the dispoution of his wife, the paioi be propofes to 
take is out of pure generosity to you, 

' Come tiien, my vurthy friead, io all lite Mcority of.ao 
koiMst heart, uid satisfy the eagemeesvith which we sll long 
to embrace you, and to see you easy and contebted ; come bi 
your native land, and in ttie midst of yonr friendi reat your- 
self after all your travels, and forget all the hardsbipft yoa • 
hare undergone. The last time yon saw me, I wad a grave 
matron, and my friend was on the hrinfc of the grave ; bnt 
now, as she is well, and I am once more single, you will find 
me as gay and almost as handsome as ever. One thing, how- 
ever, b very certain, that I am not altered with reiprct to 
< you, and yon may travel many times ronUd the world, and 
Kot find one who heu so sincere a regard for you as your, &c. 



LETTER CXXV. 

TO LORD B , 

- JvtT risen from my hed ; 'tis yet the dead of night, I 
cuinot rest a momeot. My heart is so transported, that I 
can scarce cobfine it within me. Yon, my Lord, who hare 
so often rescued me from despair, shall be the worthy con- 
fidant of the first pleasure I have tasted for many a year. 

I have seen her^ my Lord ! my eyes have bdield Iwr ! I 
have heard her voice. I have pressed her hand with my I^i. 
Sbe recollected me ; slie received me wilii joy ; she called me 
her friend, her dear friend ; sbe.admltted me into her house : 
I am happier than ever I was in my life. I lodge under the 
sane 'roof' with her, and while lamwrttiagto yon, we are 
-tcarce Airty paces asunder. 

> Uy ideas are too r^id to be expressed ; they crowd upon 
me all at once, and naturally impede each other. I must 
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pause a while to digest toy narrative inte sAme Idod <0C 
method. 

After BO long aa absence, I .bad scarce ghes my to tbe 
fiiBt transports. oC mj heart, vbUe I ' embraced yen as a 
friend, my deliverer, and ny father, before you tiMMght rf 
taking a jonracy to Italy. You nade me irilh for it, in 
bopes of relief from tbe bnrdea of being nseleu to yov. Aa 
yoa conld not immediately dispatch the affurs which detaktsd 
fm in Zx>ndofl, yon pcopcwed my going firs^ that I m^U 
baTe more time to waU for yon liere. I begged leare to come 
fahher ; I obtained it,, set out, aod though Eloisa made tbe 
firstadraacestowardl an interview, yet the pleaeii^ reflectioQ 
that I was going to meet her was checked by the regret of 
learing you. My head, we are now even ; this sin^e sen. 
timent has cancelled my obligations to yon. 

I need not tell you that my thoughts were all the way 
taken op with the object of my journey ; but I must obEerre 
one thing, that I began to consider that same object, which 
bad nerer quitted my imagination, qtile in another point of 
tiew. Till then I ned to i«caU Eloisa to my migd, spark* 
Kng, as formerly, wUh «U the channs.of youtlb I had A- 
ways bcbeld her lovely eyes . enUVentd by that passiMi with 
which she inspired me.' Every feature which I admired, 
seemed, in my opinion, to be a Surety of my h^^neas. My 
kfftdida wAs so interworniidtk the idea of her penoB, that 
I could not separate them. Now I wasgoii^ to see Eloisa 
married, Eloisa a motiier, Ehvsa iidiferent ! 1 was. dia* 
tnrbed when I reflected how mncb an tatefval of eight years 
might have inquiredJwr Ijenaty. She had hnd the smallpox, 
■ha was.aUerad, how great ^ight that alt&rAUati be! My 
imagination obstinately refused to Ulew.any blesalsh in tkvt 
Isrely fiue. I reflected likewise on the expected iSterrfew 
between us, and what kiml of rac^tion 1 might expect- 
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The Artt neeting pmented itself to my ndsd wtder a thon* 
linddififerMit ippeannces, and this tnomentaiy Idea CrdUed 
mif imaginatiim a.tiieiiMiidtiibei a day. 
' ■When I pereeiTed the bqt of tiia hilb, my heart beat vio- 
tsnt]y, and told me, There she k I I was affeeted in the 
ume manner at sea, «n vfewing the couts of Enrope. I 
felt the same emfltions at Melllerie, wh«n I dbcorered Ae 
bonuof tb» Baron de Etange, The voFld, In my imagl> 
Btflen, IS dinded only into two regjons, that where die b, 
and that where she is not. The farmer dilates as I remors 
{torn her, and contracts whm I approaclt her, as a -spot 
where I am destined never to arrire. It is at preKnt con> 
fined to the walls of her chamber. Alas ! that place alone 
b inhabited ; all the rest of the unirene is an empty space. 

The nearer I drew to Switzerland, the more I was agitated. 
That instant in which I discovered the lake of Gntera firom 
th6 heights of Jura, was a moment of r^ture and ecstasy, 
^le sight of my country, that Iwlored country, where a 
deluge of pleasures bad overflowed my heart ; the pure and 
wholesome air of the Alps ; tile gentle breese of the country, 
more swMt than the perfumes of toe East ; that ridi and fer> 
tile spot, tlAt unrivalled landscape, the most beautiful toat 
ever struck tiie eye of man, that delightful abode, to which 
I found notUng comparable m the vast tour of the ^obe : the 
aspect of a free and happy people ; the mildness of the seasiHi, 
- thft serenity of the climhte ; a thousand pleasing recoilectiras, 
which recalled to my mind the pleasures I had enjoyed : aU 
these circnmstances togetoer. threw me into a kind of truB- 
port wUch I cannot describe, and seemed to collect the ea> 
joyment of my whole life into one happy moment. Having 
erossedtlie lake, I felt a new inqireision, ofwhlch 1 had no 
idea. It was a certaib emotion of fe«r, wUtA' checked my 
heart, and disturbed me in spite of all my endeavoan. TUi 
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dreiid> of whidi I could not discOrertbe cause, increoted u 
I divw DeWer to tbe town ; it absted mj eagenen to get 
thither, and roM to Boch a height, that my expedition gftva 
me as mnch nneasineu ae my dtiaj had occasioned ait. before. 
Whep I came to VeTai, I felt a Mniitioa wbirh was rer^ tar 
froip being agreeable. I waa s«zed wi& a riolent palfH- 
tatipn, wUch stopped my breath, so that I spoke .with a 
trembiiag and broken accent.. I conld scarce nuke myself 
understood when I inqoired for M. Wolmar; fbr I darstuot 
mention his wife. They told me he lired at Clarens. This 
inrormation eased my breast from a pressure equal to fire huq. 
dred weight, and considering the two leagues I had to travel 
fiirtber as a kind of respite^ I was rejoiced at a circnmstvnce 
whidi at any other time would haje made me uneasy ; but { 
learnt with COTicern that Mrs. Orbe was at Lausanne. I 
went into an inn to recruit my strength, but could not swal- 
low a morsel : and when I attempted to drink, I was almost 
suffocated, and could not empty a glass but at seTeral sips. 
When 1 saw the horses put to, my apprehensions were 
doubled. I belicTe I shonld have giren any thing in the world 
to have had one of the wheels broken by the way. I no 
longer saw Eloisa : my disturbed imagination presented no> 
&liig but confused olgects before me ; my soul was in a geuf. 
ral tumult. I had experienced grief and despair, and shonld 
hare preferred them to that horrible state. In a few .words, 
I can assure you, that I nerer in my life underwent such 
cmtl agitation as I soffered in this little way, and I am per- 
suaded that I conld not bare supported it « whole d*y. 
. When I arriyud, I ordered the chaise to itpp at the gat^ 
and finding that I was not in a coQcUtion to walk, I sent the 
postillion to acquaint ftf. Wolmar that a stranger wanted to 
■peak with him; He w^ taking a walk with his wife. They 
:were apqnaifited with the message, and came round another 
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iray , wkile-I kspt jbj eyei fixed on the av«nn«, aai witited 
[a a kind of trance, in ezpectntipn of seeing (omebody-come 
from tiieoce. 

Eloisa had no sooner perceived me than she recollected me. 
laanioatant, ihesawme, she shrieked, she nn, shelesped 
Into my arms. At the soand of her Toice I started, I re. 
vired, I saw her, I felt her. O my Lord 1 O laj friend ! I 
cannot speak. . , . Her look, her shriek, her manner in- 
spired me with confidence, coarage, and strength in an 
instant. In her arms I felt ir^rmth, and bmthed new life. 
A. sacred transport kept ns for some time closely embraced 
in deep silence { and it was not till after we recovered from 
this agreeable delirium that onr voices broke forth in confused 
murmnrs, and onr eye< intermingled tears. M. Wolmar 
was present ; I knew he was, I saw him, bnt what was I 
capable of seeing ? No, thongh the whole nniverse had been 
nnited against me ; though a thousand torments had snr. 
rounded me, I would not have detached my heart from the 
least of those caresses, those tender ofTeringi of a pure and 
■acred friendship, which we will bear with us to Heaven. 

When the violent impetnosity of our first meeting began to 
abate, Mrs. Wolmar took me by the hand, and toming to- 
wards her husband she said to him, widi a certun air of can- 
dour and innocence which instantly affected me, ^' Though 
he is my old acquaintance, I do not present him to you, hut 
I receive him from you, and he will hereafter enjoy my 
friendship no longer than he is honoured with yours."— -<' If 
new friends (said M. Wolmar, embracing me) express less 
natural ardonr than those of longstanding, yet they will grow 
old in their tarn, and will not yield to. any in afiection." I 

received his embraces ; bnt my heart had quite exhausted it. 

self, and I was entirely passive. 

After this abort scene was .over, I observed, by a dde. 
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gl fturj ,- JftMiOay bad pnt 1^ my x^wiie, and iaken off njr 
tnuk. ElwM 1W14 by my «nn, -and I 'nent-iridi tbem to. 
wards the honse, almoBt orerwhelmed with pleumre, to find 
they were determined I riwdld revum theb gBcat 

It was tkf^ dat upon a vote cahn coBtemi^Btioii of that 
lovely &£e, wV<^I inagiqed:iiii^ luTe^rowa hotiady, I 
■aw with ap agrees^lQ, yet wd sarpme, tliat she was really 
mare beautiful aa«| spaikUng than ««er. .Her dunniiig fea. 
tnres ne now more regulpr,; ^ is grown hither filtter, 
which is an »dd^D to the Desplendentfalmeas oF hef com. 
plenpn. Tiie 8iniUI.pex baa left some sligbt marks mi her 
cheeks scarce perpq>tible. InitMul i>f 'Itiait mortifying bash- 
folness winohfonmrfy used to make her cast her eyes down- 
wards, yon m«y perceive in b«r chaste looks the security of 
virtue allied with gentleness and aentibility; her countenance, 
though not less modest, is less ttwd [. an air of greater free- . 
dom, and. more liberal grace, ihas snoceeded that constrained 
carriage wUch was compounded of shame and (tenderness ; 
and if a sense of her failing rendered her then more bewitch- 
ing, a consdoneoess of her purity now renders her more 
celestial. 

We Iiad scarce entered the parlour, when she disappeared, 
and returned in a minute. She did not come alone. Whom 
do you think she Itaronglit with her i Her children-! Those 
two lovely little oueg, more beauteous than the day ; in 
whose infant faces yon might trace all the charms andfeatures 
of th«r mother. Haw was I agitated at diis s^ht I It is 
neither to be described uar c<uiceived. A thousand different 
emoUons seized me at once. A thoosand cruel and deli^tfal 
reflections divided my heart. Wliat a lovely sight I What 
bitter regrets 1 I found myself distract^ wWi grief, and 
transported with joy, I saw, if I stay be allowed Oie ex- 
pression, the dear object of my afieatlons imdt^lied b^ire 
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UB.' AUs I I petceired at the tame time too cohtIdciiij; a 
proof tlwt I hid no lodger aaf interest in her, and my lossM 
BCemed to be multiplied with her increase. 

She led them towards me, *^ Behold (said she, with an 
affecting tone, that pierced mjr sonl) behold the children of 
yonr friend ; they will hereafter be yonr friends. Hence« 
forward I hope you will be theirs." And. immediately tha 
two little cteatarea ran eagerly to me, took me by the iiand, 
and so orer whelmed me wiUi their innocent caresses, that 
erery motion of my soul centered in tenderness. I took them 
both in my arms, and presdng them against my throbbing 
' breast, *' Dear and lovely little ^reattires (said I, with a 
sjgb) you hare an ardnous task to perform. May y«n re. 
semble the authora. of your being ; may yon imitate their vir- 
tues 'y and by yonr own, hereafter administer comfort t» 
their unfbrtnuate fiiends." Mrs. Wolmar in rapture threw^ 
herself round my neck a second time, and seemed disposed 
to r^tay me, by her embraces, those caresses which / bad 
bestowed on her two sons. But how different was this front 
our first embrace ! I perceived the difference with astonish- 
ment. It was the mt}ther of a family whom I now embraced. 
I saw bar sarronoded by her hnsband and children : and 
the scene struck me with awe. I discovered an lir of dignity 
in her countenance, which had not affected me till now ; I 
found myself .oUiged to [tay her a different- kind of respect ; 
her familiarity was almost uneasy to me ; loTely as she ap- 
peared to me, I cosld bare kissed the hem of her garment^ 
with a better grace thAi I saluted her cheek. In a word, 
from that moment I perceived that either she or I were no 
longer the same, and I began in earnest to hare a good opu 
nion of myself. 

M. Wolmar at length took me by the hand, and conducted" 
me to the apartm^t wUch had been prepared for me. '' This 
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(said he, as be entered) U your apajtment : it is not d 
to thb u»e of a. stranger : it shall nerer belong to uiotber, 
Knd hereafter, ifyou da notoccupy it, it shall remain ^mpty^." 
YoD may judge whether tuch a coiopUnient was not Rgreeable 
to me ; bat u I had not yet deiervpd it, I could not bear it 
without codfaiiod. M. Wolmar, however, (pared me th« 
tcoobSe of aa answer. He inrited me ts take a turn in tAe 
gwrden. His behaviour there was such fu nade me less re- 
tertedf and asinming the air of a man who was well ac- 
quainted with my former iDdistreddns, Init who entird^' 
confided in nty integrity, he conversed with me as a father 
wobM spe^ to his child ; and by eonciliating my ettetan^ 
made it impossible for me' ever to deceive him. No, aj- 
Lord, he is not mistaken in ue ; I ^all never fbrget tiiat it 
is incimbeDtiH) ine to justify his and your good oplnioa.' Bnt 
why sfaffttld my heart reject his favours ? Why shonld the 
man whom I am bound to love be the bisbaad of Eloisa 2 

Iti&t day seemed destined to put me to every kind of proof 
w}u<^ I taold possibly uadergo. After we had joined Mrs. 
Wolmar, her husband was called away to gi?e some neces- 
sary orders, and I was left alone with her. 

I thea found myself involred in fresh perplexity, mtfro 
punful and more nnexpected than aay which I bad yet ei- 
perienced. What should I say to her ? How conld I oddrees 
her ? Should I [iresnme to remind hcr of our f<mner 0(U- 
nections, and of those times which were so recent in my ine- 
nory i Should I suffer her to conclade that I had fot^ot 
them, or that I no longer regarded &«m i lUnk what a 
punishment it must be to treat the object nearest yo«r heart 
&9 a stranger i What infamy, on the other hand, to abuse 
hospitality so far as to entertain her with discourse to which 
she could not now listen with decency P Unde/these various 
peridexitieB I could not ksep my ceonteaaace ; my crioor 
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went and eame ; I durst not ipoUc, nor Kft np bum eyes, 
Bor make Ae least mAtian ; tad I Micf « ttat I dt«4Id bar« 
remMiwd iartbis uneasy sitnatioa till Iwr lniBbaiid*8 retarD, 
if she had not peUcTod me. F<» her put, thit fUe.^6Jite 
Aid not seem to embarrass her in the least. She preserved 
the lame maaner and dpportneat as before, and cohtiBned 
to talk to me with the same freedom ; she only, aslinagfaied, 
endasToared to alTect nor^ease and gaiety, tempered with a 
look, net timid er tender, but soft and affectimate, asifche 
meant to eHCenrage me to recover my spirits, and lay aikk 
a reserve which she cotiid not bnt perceire. * 

She talked to ne of my long T»yages ; she inquired Into 
particnlars ; iato tiwse especially which related to the dan- 
gers I had eisci^d, and the hardsMps I had endnred : for 
•he was teazle, she said, that she was hoMnd in fritndiUp 
to make me Mme rephratien. "Ah, Eloisal (said I, In a 
pUntire accent) I have enjoyed your cooipany hai f^r a mo> 
ment ; wonid you send me back to the Indiek already f— 
^' No (die answered with a smile) bnt I woold go tMther in 
my turn." 

I t^d> her that I had giren yoa a detiul «t my myaga, i^ 
which I had brsoght her a copy for her perasd. She then 
In^oired after yon witii great eagerness. I gvre her an ac- 
count of yon which I could not do widiont recomitiDg the 
troubles I had nndergone, and the nnearinetft I had occasioned 
yon. She wasftffected; she began to enM' fattolier own jus. 
tification in a more serious tone, and to convince me that it 
was ker duty to act as she tuid done. M. Wtrimar joined va 
fn tiie middle of her discourse, and what confennded me was, 
that she proceeded in the same manner as if he had not been 
there. He conid not forbear smiling, on ducorering my 
aslMiiAnieitt. After she concluded, " Yoa see (said he) an 
instance of the sincerity which reigns in thiff hoase. If you 
L2 
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mean to be Tirtooiu, le&rn to cop7 it : it is the onlj request 
I have to nake, and the only lesson I would teach you. The 
first step towards rice is to make a mystery of actions inno- 
c«nt in themselves, and whoever is fond of disguise, will 
sooner or later have reason to conceal himself.— One moral 
prec«pt may supply the place of all the rest, which is this ; 
neitiier to say or do any thing which yoa would not have all 
the world see and hear. — For my part, I have always et^ 
teemed that Roman above all other men, who wished 4hat bis 
boose was built in such a maimer, that the werU mi^t sec 
all his transactions. 

"1 have two proposals (he continued) to make to yon. 
CfaooRe freely that which you like best, but accept either the 
one or tbe other." Then taking Ins wife's hand and mine, 
and dodjig them together, he said, " Otir fridndsbip com* 
mences from this moment; this ftmns the dear connection^ 
and may it be indissoluble. Embrace ber as your sister and 
yont friend ; treat her as such consfantly ; the more famiUar 
yon are with her, the better I shall esteem yon : bnt either 
l>ehave, when alone, as if I was present ; or in my presence 
as if I was absent TUs is all I desire. If yon prefer the 
latter, yon may choose it without any inconvenience ; for u 
I reserve to myself the right of intimating to yon any thing 
which displeases me, so long as I am silent in that respect 
yon may be certain that I am not offended." , 

I should have been greatly embarrassed by this discourse 
two kours before, bnt M. Wolmar began to gain such an 
ascendancy over me, that his authority already grew some- 
what familiar to me. — We all three entered once more inta 
indifferent conversation, and every time 1 spoke t» Elirisa, I 
did not fail to address her by the style of Madam, '* Tell 
me sincerely, (said her husband, at last, Intermpttng me,) 
in your tite-a-ttte party just now, did you call her JlfO? 
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imnf" ^"Nol" (aniVeredl, tomiwWdheoiicfertea}. 

—" Sncb politeness, (h« replied) unollung battlw toukot 
yice; where Tirtnemdatoituits empire, it Is nnneceiMry f 
and I discard it CaH my wife Eloiia in my preseiice, «r 
Madam wben yoa are alone ; it is indifferent to me." I be. 
gan to l^now what luad of a man I hod to deal with, and I 
resolTPd always to keep my mind in sDch a state as to bear 
hi« esamination. 

' My body drooping with fatigoe, stood ia ne«d of refresh-' 
sent, and my sfMiits required rest ; I found both one and 
the other at table. After so many years absence and rexation, 
after such tedions voyages, I said to myself, in a kind of 
rapture, " I am in company with Eloisa, I see her, I talk 
with her ; I sit at a table with her ; she Ttews me without 
inqtuetode, and entertains me without apprehensions. No- 
thing interrupts onr mataal satisfHr.tion. Gentle and precious 
innocence, I nerer before relished thy charms, and to-day, 
for the Arst time, my existence ceases to be painful." 

At night, iffaeit I retired to rest, I passed by their cham- 
ber } I saw them go in together ; I proceeded to my own in 
a melancholy mood, and this mom«it was the least agreeable 
to me of any I that day experienced. 

Such, my, Lord, were the occurrences of this first inter- 
view, BO passionately wished for, and so dreadfully appre- 
hended. I hare endeavoured to collectmyself since I have 
been atone ; I have compelled myself to selCexunination ; 
but as I am not yet recovered from the agitation of the pre- 
ceding day, it is impossible for me to jndge of die trae state 
of my mind. AH that I know for certain, is, that if the 
aature of my affection for her is not changed, at least the mode 
of it is altered, for I am always anxious to have a third person 
between ns, and I now dread bring alon« with her as much 
as I loqged for it formerly. 

L8 
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. I iBtnidtOgataLuisftiiBeintiroof three dnjs, tottaytt 
IbM.-nhath»UseenEiMa, not Iwiing seen bar counn; that 
4etr w>d amiaUe friend, to wboa I un w much indebted^ 
ttad.wbo wUI aitnjt abette mf-tiimaiMp, tny Eenieesf my 
gratitude^ and all tk» aflections of my sonli On 117 istinn^ 
I will taiketlte first opportunitjr to ^e you a further acconot. 
I fa«reneed of your adrice, and shall. k«ep astiict eye over 
my conduct. I know my duty and will dischn^itt How- 
t^rer ngieesblo it nay be to fix ny reridence In tiius boos*^ I 
on deteraiBcd^ nay I hare Bwarn, tiutt when I grow to* 
fond of my abode, I will qnit it imtnediatdy. 



LETTER CXXVr. 

MRS. WOLMAR TO URS. OBSE. 

Ir yon had bmn kind enough to have stM 'irith ui aa loag 
as we deiliect, you would have had the pleasure of embraciftg 
yonr friend before your departare. H« c«ne hither the day 
before yeiterdty, and wanted to viilt yov to^y ; bat th* 
fatigoe of hit jotuney csnfinei htra t« bit room, and this 
morning he waa let blood. Beudet, I was fblly dMemlned, 
iaordertopguiishyoHf DottDletbJmgoso leoo ; andnoltss 
yoB will cmne Uther, I luure yon tint It will be a long thtte 
btfore yon shall tee faim. You: hnow It would fie tery im- 
, proper to let him tea the iattparabler assnder. 

lo truth, Ckia, 1 cunot tell what iAo apprehmsibiH be- 
witohed my mind with napect to Ms coning hither, and I 
am aihamed to have opposad it witli sooh obstloacy. As 
mneh aal dnadad the li^t of him, I Aoold now be sonry 
not to have Men\ Unj tor hit prMenctf^ has banished those 
fcan wUdi yrt distnrbcd me, and wiitdi, by fixing my at. 
tention constantly on him, might at 'HngthhaTe given me just 
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tvxie of nDeuiaesi. I am bo far from being apprchenihe of 
the aBVction I feel for him, that I belike I sboald miitnist 
myself more wM he less dear la me ■ but I love him at tea. 
derlj as eter, though my love i»-of a dUffarent nature. Jt ]a 
by. comparing my present seomtioai witli tliose which Iiil 
presence formerly occasioned, that I' derive my security, and 
the dXierence of sach opposite seatinents is perceived in pro. 
portion to their vivacity. 

With regard to him, thougfa I knew him at the first glance, 
be nevertheless appeared to be. greatly altered ; and what! 
abonld ftmnerly bive thought impossible, he seems, itrmany 
respects, to be changed for the better. On the first day, he 
discovered maoy symptoms of perplexity, and it was with 
great difficulty that I concealed mine from Um. But itwaa 
not long before be recovered that free deportment and open. 
nesB at raanaef wbicl) becomes his chaiKcter. t had always 
seen him tiinid snd bathfiil ; On fear of offending me, ud 
perhaps the secret ^haiiie of actb)g:a port nnbecoming a man 
of bononr, gave hitn an air of meanness, and servUify before 
me, which you hare morethanonce very justly ridiculed. In- 
stead of t2ie submission of a- slave, at ptesent he has the re- 
spectful betevlonr of a Meod^ who knows how to hononr 
the olgact of bis esteem. Be now comiuunicates his sentiments 
with.fraedom add hoaeity ; he Is Dot afraid lest hh severe - 
maxims oC virtue should clash with his interest ; he is not 
appiiehendte of injorlng himself or aflbctiDg me, by prainng 
what 1b cemmendable in itself, and one may perceive in all 
be says the> confidence of an honest man, who can depend 
upon hlnwelf, and who derives diat sppmbfttiBa tram his own 
conscleace, which he formerty Bought for only iU my looki. 
I find, also, that experience has cured Itim of thkt dogmatical 
and peremptoiy air which men are apt to contract in their 
dosefa ; tbftt be Is less forwud to judge of mankind, since he 
L4 ■ 
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bM obwrred them more ; that he is lets read; to establlib 
gmeral ptopositiont, iince he has seen bo tanty «xc«ptiDi]« ; 
ftnd that, in general, the lore of trdth has banished the spirit 
of ajvtein : so that he ig become leas brilliant, but more n- 
tianal;'Bnd one receiveB mnck more information from him, 
i(ow he does not affect to be so wise. 

His figure likewise is altered, bnt nerertheless not for the 
worse ; his countenance is more open, his deportment more 
stately ; he hascontncteda kind of martial air in his travels, 
which becomes him the better, as the lively and spirited ges- 
ture he naed to express when he was in earnest is now turned 
into a more grave and sober demeanor. He is a seaman, 
whose appearance is cold and phlegmatic, but whose disconrse 
is fiery and impetnons, Though he is tnmed of thirty, he 

- has tlM look of a yoong man, and joins all the spirit of yootfa 
to the dignity of manhood. His complexion is entiidy al. 
tered ; he is almost as black aS a Negioe, and very mnch 
marked with the small.pox. My dear, I must own the 
truth ; I am uneasy whenever I view those marks, and I 

' catch myself looking at them very often in s[Hte of me, 

I think I can discover that if I am curious in examining 
him, he b not less attentive in viewing nte. After io loag an 
absence, it Is natural to contemplate each othervith a kind 
•f curiosity ; bnt if Sue curiosity may be thought to retain 
any thing of our former eagerness, yet what difference is 
tiiere in the manner as well as the motive of it ! If our looks 
do not meet so often, we nevertheless view each other witk 
more freedom. We seem to examine each other alternately 
by a kind of.tacit agreement. Each perceives, as it were, 
when it is the other's turn, and looks a different way, to give 
the other an opportunity. Though free from the emotimu I 
formerly felt, yet how is it possible to behold with indiffe. 
rence one who inspired the tutdereit paasiwij and who, Itt 
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tUi hour, ii the object of the pnmt afiection ? Who kneiri^ 
whether aelfJare does oot eadwiroiir to justlfir past etrori i 
Who knows, whether, though no longer blinded by passioo, 
We do not both flatter otuselves, by lecretly approvinf omi 
former choice ? Be it as it may, I r^>eat it without a Uash, 
that I feel a more tender affection for him, wbich will endor* 
to tiie end of my life, I am so far from reproaching mysdf 
for -harbonring these sentiments, that I think they deserve 
ap(dansaj I sh6nld*bliuh not to perceire them, an4 consider 
it as a defect in my character, and the symptom ef a bad dia. 
position. With respect to him, I dare beliere, that next to 
rirtae he loves me beyond any thing in the world. I per* 
ceire that he thinks' himself hononred by my esteem.; I in 
my tnm wUI r^ard his in the slme light, and will merit its 
continnance. Yes 1 if yon saw with whyt tenderness be 
caresses my children ; if yon knew what pleasure he takes 
In talking of yon, yon would find, Claia, that I am still 
dear to him. 

What increases myfconfidence In the opinion we both en^ 
tertaln of him, is that M. Wobnar joins with ns,. and, since 
be has seen him, believes, fnun his own observations, all 
Qiat we have reported to his advantage. He has talked of 
him much these ttro evenings past,, congratulating himielf w 
account of the roeasores he has taken, and rallying me for d^ 
OiqmsitlQn. <* No, (said he, yesterday,) we will not snier 
to wArthy a mail to mistnut himself ; we will teach him tif 
hare more confidence in his own virtue, and, perhaps, w« 
may one d^ or other reap the fraits of our [vesent en- 
deavours with more advantage than yon imagine. For the 
prtmeMf I muttell yon that I am pleased with his character, 
•ltd tiiat I esteem him particularly far one circnmstance, 
which be little sospects, that is, the reserve with which he 
behaves towards me. The less friendsldp he expresses forme, 



tfcvBore he ratio* n» IHsfriciMl; I cmiwot t^ yew ha# 
mw^I droded leit heslwidil toad' nw with cucne& Tkli 
wa* ttie fint trill I pfepated ftar Urn £ dtere is jet iiB«tIier 
by-wfefaik imtend taprafebitn: miA KfCer that ] Aalli'ceMM 
•11 ftwIJbep •xaniaaiivs.'' — '.^-At to the drciiBifUnce j'oa 
■wflttomdy ^said I,) it tnly pnurei the frunkaesrof U> di>* 
poBttion ; for ke w«dffc uner rwaln to pnton m pbant and 
sataBimiTe aip befcre vp fatber, tfaoagk it was m masK Ms 
tateimt, and I b» dRbo entreatfed ham; ta da iC^ I mrwHk 
«anc«ni tbat hii b^aviwir dopriTed Mai af tire •isij rcB«ui««) 
and yat coold not diilike hkn fin- act b«iHg abia to pbvf Qtm 
)ifpi>crit» dB H117 occaiion."-~'° Tke case it ver^ difiannt 
(replied mj hmband) : tbne is a. ^LtMral aotqMt]*^ bati rooB 
your (bther and Um^ foimdad on Ilia opfw&oa af tlinf sat- 
tfmeatB. Witb mgftMl tm myself, irTra have bo ryitiftaan av 
prejndfees, I am certain drat ha can kaT«:ve dAiibI SMirion 
leme. No •!(« cm hate me ; a maa vWioali paiiicaa raiiiat 
inspire any one jrith an aversion towards him ; but f dm 
prWed Mm sf tlw object of liia widu^ which bewttf mt rea- 
dH^forflve. ficiril), kawCTer^cancOTetlie itravsaraffMtlail 
for me, when he is perfactly eniTiated' that the injnvy I kavs 
done him dties not pperant nw from lookiiig' apoiv hte aWt an 
ere oT kadneBf. tf be carawed me now, he w«dd b« a 
bfpocrite ; if ha never c T a» n a me, be «Hi tra a naBskr." 

Sneh, my dear Clan, i> As rit«alian we are io^ oad i 
b«gb to tUnk tihat Hearon will birw the iatagvi^ at «v» 
hearts^ and the kind iotentiaBS of Hy bubaad. Bat i ata 
too- hind tn 70B in entering ialo all th«Ra dettf a ; j<m do na* 
deserre that 1 afaonld take indi pfeainre ia cowrenii^ wiA 
joa ; bnt I ma detennioed tcr tell jonna more, Hid tf jot 
derire fttTtter hrfarmation, jon miut cone UaertoracdrsiU 

P. S. — I mast acquaint yoa nererOielegs wi^ what has 
passed with reipect to the subject of this letter. Yvatnow 
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ifitii what Mtrig^Bde M. WolalaE rec«ired die btte coiif«iu«n 
wUch oor frttiul's an^pccUd r«tam •bHgcd mo to makt. 
Ton unr with what tenderness ke MdeaVeared to di; 17 ray 
teaM, and diipel aay shase. WhettMr, as ^tts reaaonabtjr 
cAsjectered, I t^l him Hothtttg imv, or wheditr he was 
NBlly affected by a proecediiig whLcb oothlag but aiiKere n- 
peataoee could dictate, h« has B«t only eoatiBaed to Kv« widi 
me a* before, biit ha eren senm to haie inoreesed his attnu 
tioitj his coi^dence, and ertaem, a« if he meant, hy his 
kmdnass, to repaif the caafanon vbidi iny confaBskn coit 
me. My dear Cbkra, 70m hnov vy heart; jvdge'tbea wiiat 
in impregsiaB such a conduct most make ! 

AEesDon as I foaai that he was deternided to let our old 
friend come hither^ I resokftd, on mj part, to take the br st 
precantioDS I cotiM contriTe agakiBt myself : .which was, to 
dn>Dss mj hosband himself for toy confidant ; to hold no pax. 
ticobr conretsaJSpnS which I did sot commnnicate to hini, 
and to write n« letter which I did not ii»w to him. I even 
made it a part of my duty .to write ertry letter as if it was not 
hit^idcd fm- his inspection, and idterwarda to ^w it to him. 
Yob will fiad an articia t& this which was penned on this 
priik^W ; if while I was writing L could not forbear thinking 
^t he blight read it^ yet ny coMoieace bears witness that L 
did not altar- a siag^e word on that aecoant; but when I 
showed him my letter, h« baatBred ne, aod had not the cL 
nttly to read it. 

I confess that I was somewhat piqued at his refusal ; as If 
ho bad doubted my honoor. My emotion did not escape Us 
notice, and this most open and generous man som removed 
my apprehendoB. " Coafess (said he) that you have sud less 
tenceriuBg me than usual in that letter.'' I owned ; was it 
iacemt to say much d fcini, when I intended to slutw blm 

he 



U;.t.z=.J by Google 



ttt ELOISA. 

what I h>d written?— "Well, (he replied, witha imOe,).! 
had radier that fojt would talk of me more, and not know 
whatjouMiy ofme." Afterwardi, he continued, in « more 
serioni tone : *' Marriage (tudhe) U too grave and wlmiii 
attate to admit of that free commnhication wfaidi tender 
friendship allows. The latter connection often hap^vlf con- 
tribntes to moderate the ligonr of the former ; and it may be 
redionable in some cases for a lirtuons and discreet woman 
to seek for that comfort, intelligence, and adrice from a 
faithful confidant, which it might not be proper for her to de- 
sire of her fansband. Thongh nothing passes between yon but 
what yon would choose io commnnicate, yet take care not to 
make it a dnty, lest that dnty should become a restraint upon 
you, and your correspondence grow less agreeable, by being 
more difibiiTe. Beliere roe, tiie open-hearted sincerity of 
friendship is restrained by the presence of a witness, whoever 
it be. There are a thoasand secrets of which three friend 
ought to participate ; but which cannot be communicated bnt 
between two. You may impnt the same things to yonr 
frieod and to yonr hnsband, but yon do not relate them in 
the same manner ; and if yon will confound these distincHoni, 
the consequence will be, that your letters wilt be addressed 
more to me than her, and fliat you will not be free from r&. 
strain! either with one or the oOer. It is ai mach for my 
own interest as for your's that I urge these reasons. Do not 
you percrive that you are already, with good reason, ^ipre* 
hensive of die indelicacy of praising me to my face ? Why 
will yon deprive yourself of the pleasure of acquainting yoar 
friend how tenderiy yon love your husband, and me oftlie 
satlsfacUon of supposing, that, io your most private inter, 
courses, yon take delight in speaking well of me 1 ElcMsa 1 
Eloisa 1 (he added, pressing my hand, and looking at ma 
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with tendemeis,) why wilt yon demean jouneit, by taking 
precaatioDs so unworthy of yon, and will yon nerer leara to 
make a true ettiinate of your own worth i" 

My de«r friend, it is impo^ible to t«11 yov how this in- 
comparable man behavM to me : I no longer blush in his 
presence. S[»te of my frailty, be lifts me abore myself, 
and, by dint of reposing confidence in me, tmchei me to de. 



LETTER CXXVII. 

THE ANSWER. 

Imposbiblk ! onr traveller returned, and have I not yet 
seen him at my feet, loaded with the spoils of America l Bat 
it is not him, I assure yoa, whom I accuse of this delay ; for 
I am sensible it is as grierous to him as to me : bat I find 
tiiat he has not so thoroughly forgotten his former state of 
serrillty as yoa pretend, and I complain less of his neglect, 
than'of your tyranny. It is very extraordinary in you, in- 
deed, to desire sncb a pmde as I am to make die first ad- 
Tances, and ran to salute a swarthy pock.fretten face, which 
has passed four times under the line. Bat yoa make m« 
snule to see you in such haste to scold, for fear I shoald begin 
first. I should be glad to know what pretence yon have to 
make such an attempt ? Quarrelling is my talent : I take 
pleadire in it ; I acquit myself to a miracle, and it becomes 
B>e ; ' but you, my dear cousin, are a mere novice at this 
work. If yon did but know how graceful yon appear in the 
act of confession, how lovely yon loiA. with a supplicating 
eye, ' and an ur of confusion, instead of scolding, yoa 
would spend your days in aslung pardon, were it only oat of 
coqnetry. 

For tiie present, yon mast ask my purdon in eveiy respect. 



W> liJQtSA. 

-A-fnepivjecttnlj, tt>^eew»lii»l)aiiftfor»coiifidtiit, ifiaJ 
ft aers obliging preesutioa indeAd fai- a frienMiip m sured 
as oar's 1 Thou faithl«» frksd, anApnrilUnimantfwoii^asl 
OD vlwm can 70B dfepead, if ^oa-Mutmatyoiinelf and me i 
CunyiM^ iritiMHit •fiiBDcq to both, cftniiderii^ the Hcred tie 
nndflt whkli' you. Ii*«, SMp€ct font •*!! iDcUniitionfl and my 
indulgeiica. Z am osuued tbU tite reij idaai of adnitfiag-K 
third person into the tittle-tattle secrets of tiro woiben did 
not disgust yon ? As for my put,. I Itfre to prattle with yon 
at my ease, but if I thought thqt.the eye of man erer piyed 
into my letters, I should no longer have any pleasure in cor- 
responding with yon ; snchreserTewonldinsensibly introduce 
. a coldnen between ns, and- we should have no more regard 
for each other thitn twA iudiffisraik woneni To what ino«ni' 
Toniences^ODT silly distrnst would have exposed ns, if your 
husband bad not be«n wiser than you. 

He acted very discreetly in not readlsg yoat letter. Per> 
baps h« would hare beea less satisfied with It than yon ina- 
gin«, and less tbaji I am nysetf, who am- better ct^aUe eC 
judging of your pieseat sonditiBB, by th« state in wUch I 
have seen you formerly. All those <onteapl«ttv« sages, wIm 
June pasted tbeir lires in the siady «f the boman heart, u« 
less asqaauted vttb the real symptom* of love tiian the mast 
shallow wenuw^ if sbe has any stnsSiUity. M. Wolnav 
would iim&aliately bare observed, that ear- fnend was tfaa 
sutqtKt of your whole kttw, and b» would dot bar* seen tlM 
postscript, itk wbieh yoa do not o«c» iBeali»n Uv. If y«<i 
bad written this postscript tea years ag«, ttty dcar^ I caMtot 
tell how you would har« managed; but y«ar friend WoaU 
ceirUinly bava been crowded isto some corMr, especially as 
there- was n» husband to ovetlooki it. 

M. Wolmar would have observed further wiOtwhatBttok 
tkm you ewiaintd Us fsest, aodtbe-pleaeitreyon talwia dcs. 



a&iagiu^-pern^i. b«tltei»fbt.d«roar Plata wdAristc^e, 
before. h» witndd hmw thftt we /mA at » iower, bst do- sot 
WHKtfl* taii^ AU nMninatioo nqairei a degnee ot iodlffer. 
•me^wbieh w«'iM*«> feek wbuii*«b«b<dd the object of vsr 

. la abott, . be' woald. jrogiae, tbal aU tho sltotvtwiu 70a 
wiiii kro%fct hrte aaeaped aaattwy wd t,. ab dnoontMiy^ 
wftB •frral trf: findw^'thii they laA emipod 70a., fiowcTer 
your gaart mf be aUeMd from whtH he wUf be: WMild Appnc 
ttfr nrae^ U yoiieafieotiaiu wen not alteiedk Yon t«ra 
)DN7 your eyflF nhtiMiier in looha aC yen ; Au is a rery 
guadsjupluu. Yas furs tAen odlajry cwasin! Yuft do not 
mameaitihem donm^.Sorely you bwroMtt aiiMafcea o«e ■ 
m%wA fra another. £k» you ttiidB. tlnl our pl^oso^r wotiM 
lairepetGaiiiedtUfrdHtiBctiOD I 

Then ■' iit h ir drcUHtaneK Tery IBKly t* distorb a 
hQStaid; ttiFa.kiBiii€ btvdemew and olBsctien wjiich rtiM 
miaiu. ia yeor ftyley wfas ya« i^teak of Oiq otgAit who 
mu once so. dear to: yoq, Qse irim reads yonr tottera, or 
heoTB yoa ipeak^ oaght to be weU aequukted wUh you, )K>t 
to be mistaken with regard to yonr leBttmeot^; he ought to 
kMw that it is ool^ cficiend! of whom yok aie ipedEiag^ or 
tbat yoM ipnk in tlK: maaa maMiitr of tHA your faicMs i bot 
n to Aot^ k t» the niA«Hi efact of yoordispoBitivB, wUb 
«4Aib yoK hwfcaad is too wciL acifnainted to be- alui»ed« 
Sinr b it pasiHd» bat that, iai a wnd of Mcb t«iid«in«E||) 
p«re frWndihip wM bear wma» raend>lBB«e to h>i>e ? Fray 
obcotve, ny daai eoaiiK, that alLl 117 ia yon ob this heacl 
oagbt e» iB8p»e yoa. witk iresh courage 1 yoar conduct t» 
tfiKr»et,«adtbati*a-gieatdaBl; laoed batraatoaiy tayew 
tirto^ bat 1 begia now to nAy oa ycon* letaooi; i taatii.^ 
yowcvreatjprcsMCj.lhouf^.wit perfcct, yetaa cidy tD.b« . 
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■coompUshed, KDd 7011 hare noim»d« a lufficknt pn^rear, 

- to rntder yon itiezcuMable, if you do sot conplate it. 

- Before I cime^o jonrpostscFqit, I rematked the putage 
which yon had the iiacerlt7 not to >appr«>s or alter, though 
GOtucioBS that it wonld be open to jam hniband'i iiupectioq, 
I ajn certain, that if he had read it,, it would, if poBfiUe, 
hare doubted Ina esteem for yon ; nerertheleu it wonld hare 
gSven-him no great pleasnre. Upon the whole,. yonr letter 
waa T^ry well calculated to make him place an entire g(ki£- 
denceinyoor condact, but at the ume time it tended to gtrc 
him nneasinen with respect to yonr inclioatitMu. I own, 
thole m«rks.af the smalLpoXj whidi yon view 10 much, gire 
me some apprehensions ; lore nerer .yet contrired a more 
dangerous disguise, — I know that tins would be of no coose. 
qnence to any other; but always remember, Eloi&a^ that 
|he who wasnot to be seduced by the youth and fine figare of 
her loTor, was lost when she r^«cted on the anfferings he 
had endured for her. — Proridence, no donbt, itatendcd that 
he should retam the marks of that ^slemper, to exerdse 
your vir^e, and that you sbonld be freed fi-An them, in Mckr 
to put his to the proof. 

I comenowto the principal subject of yonr. letter; y«s 
knoV that on the receipt of our frimd's I flew to yon inune. 
diately ; it was a matter of importance. But at present, if 
yon knew in what difficnlties that short absence has tnTolred 
me, and bow many thingi I hare to do at once, yon woirid be 
sensible how imposnble it is for me to leare my boose a^iU} 
without exponng myscdf to fresh incouTeniencei, and pattiog 
mysdf under a necessity of passing the winter here again, 
which U neidier for your interest or mioe. Is it not bettec 
to deprive onrselres of the pleasnres of a has^ interriew of 
two or three daysj diat we may be together for uk nontht ? 
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i Imagine, likewise, that it wonld not be improper for me to 
have alittle particalar and pritateconTemtion withourphi' 
losopber ; partly to soimd his inclinations and confirm liii 
mind ; partly to gire him sone useful adrice with regard - to 
the condact he should obserre towards joar husband, and 
eren towards jan ; for I do not suppose that you can talk to 
him with freedom on that subject, md I can perceive eren- 
from your letter, that be has need of counsel. - We have been 
so long used togOTerahim, that we are in conscieuce res* 
poD^le for his behaTiour ; and till he has regained the free 
use of -his reason, we must supply the deficiency. For my 
own, part, it is a charge I shall always nndertalie with 
pleasure ; for he has paid such deference to my adrice as I 
shall never forget ; and since my husband is no more, there 
is not a man in tfae World whom I esteem and lore so ranch 
as himself. I have likewise reserred for bim the pleosare of 
doing m« some little services here. I have a great many 
papers in confn«on, wliich he will help me to regulate, and I 
have some troublesome aJIainiin band, in which I shall have 
occasion for his dQigenceaodnnderstanding. As to the rest, 
I do not propose to detain him above five or six days at most, 
and perhaps I may send him to yon the next day. For I 
have too much vanify to wait till be is seised with impatience 
to return, and I have too much diiceminent to be deceived 
in that esse. 

Do not fail, therefore, as soon as he is recovered, to send 
him to me ; that is, to let him come, or I shall pve over all 
raillery. Ton know very well, that if I laugh whilst I cry, 
and yet am not Ote less In affliction, sol laugh likewise at the 
same time that I scold, and yet am not the less in a passion. 
If you are discreet, and do things widi a good grace, I pro. 
mise you that I will send him back to yon with a pretty little 
present, which will give you pleasure, and a great deal of 
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plcaflsre;' bntif yon infier me to iuigiusli irith impatieBce, 
I «Mw« y*u tiut yon ibaU liwr« nothing. 

P. £^ — Apropoi ; tell ma, Dom oiir kadwi ivkAa I 
Dms be ftwwr ? Does he driak bnndy i Ooei ke wear a 
great coUauF Hm be th« look of a Buccaiwer ? Oh ! bow 
I Img to Me tfbat sort of an ajr a maA-hM wha ciwei fnn> 
Oe Aittipodcf 1 



LETTER CXXVin. 
CLARA TO ELOISA. 

UxbbI take back yomr slave, mj dearceo^. — Be hu 
Wea nine for th«w ol^t days pait^ ud he bean bis ch^ni 
witbEOgOod agracej that be seenis formed for captiTi^. 
Hetiira me thanks- tlwt I did- not keep him still eight days 
ktnipr J for, witfaont •ffance to yon, if I had kept till he 
began to grow tired' of ms^ I dould not hare sent him back 
•o soon. I tberafora detained him withont any icmpls ; bqt 
I war so sompnloDS, kowevei, that I dur»t ;aot let him lodge 
iamyhonse. I have sometimes periled in my^lf that 
haughtiness of sonl, which disdains serrile ceremonieg, and 
which is so consisteDt withviitne. In tins instance, howerer, 
1 have been more reserved than nsnal, without knowing 
why : and all that I luow for certain is, that I am more dib 
posed to' ceDsnre than, to applaud my KKrve. 

But can yon guess what indnced oar friend to stay here so 
p^ently? First, he Iiad the pleasure' of my company, and 
I presume that circnmataaGe alone was suffictuit to make him 
{latieat. Then he saved me agreatdeal of ponfasion, and 
"wat/of nnice tame ia my basinese : s friend U.ii«y«r tired 



of, Biwk oAceg.' A^ third reaaoit, nUA jaa hdre p 
caiy wtnred, tboagh yau preUnd ad to kMw it, is, that be 
talked to ne About yoa ; and if w« snbtract the tiiae em- 
flojfi in tbiftG«OTWsati«a from the irUole tine vluchtbe haa 
pasB«dliere, yaa vill: find that: thenis TMj-.littla remximo^ 
tfi be placed to mj' atcoiuit. Bat viat an odd wbim to. 
iMve faa,,iii order taha*e tlie.pleaiare of .taj:bng of jna 1 
Notaooddaa may be imaginecL Heis undCrcoBstnnnt hr 
yoBTCODptnj ; JwanstbeoentiBBally aponlinagaard; tb» 
tswt indiMnetioii wonld b«»me« orioM, and iu thon dan* 
gfrauB auaamtfy sandi endaed iritb Eeatimeati of hDnouB 
oerer fMl to reo^cct ffanr duly ; but whan wearerenote 
from the ol^oct of our aSactiona, we maj indulge oarftelvm 
iria. feastiog'Otir imaginatloiu. If Ve afifla ax id^ when it 
becMMs mrhniiHll, why ihonld wa raproach onridrei for 
Innog eAtsrtBiBCd it wjtntifcwaiaatso?^- — Caa the plea*; 
aingrecoIIectioiiiofiiinofMnt.ideeaiiRdcnr banoriiiie! TUi^ 
I imag^, is a way of reaaoiung, whinh yoa will. not aocpiiM 
eaceiOf bat which)- nerertheieu, may be admitted. He bow 
gani a> I nay my^ to ran orer. the wbcda ronne of Us Sat- 
SMr a&fltlotii. Xha daja of Ua yanth pawed Oi«r a aaoaad 
time in.oar cobvertation. He Muewed all hia ooofideoM m 
no; be reoidled.Uie happy- time, in whidi he wa* permitted! 
tb lore f on ; bo painted ta my imagin^Ion ail' tHe ehanni 

of an iaoacenti passion Withoot donbt be eaUKlliabed 

theml - 

. He uid.Ume of bis preient condition with vegnrd to yoa, 
and what he maitiOfted, rather denoted respect and admira- 
tion^ thmlar^ ; 10' Ibail ban thfr plcasnre to fliiak tfaat be 
wiU retnrta, mneb i»ore aoaident as to the aatnrfiof biaaff»c« 
tiinu than wben h« came Utfaer. Not bat -that, when ytn 
are the sabjeot^ one may pereeiTff at the bottom of that nu> 
•eptibU miad a cortain tendsmesB, which friendship almte^ 
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tiumgh Djit lefs Bffbotiag, still expresies ia a difiereot nuii« 
Der ; bnt I have long obaerred, tb^t it ia impossible to see 
yon, or to think of ^n, witli indifference ; and if to that 
general affection whicli the si^bi of jon inspires, we add the. 
more tender impTesBioii which an indelible recollection mnat. 
hare 1^ npon hi> mind, we shall find tbat it is dfficnlt, and 
almost impossible, ttiat, with the mott rigid virtue, he gboald 
be otlierwise than he is. I hue taliy interrogated him, care-- 
fnlly obserred him, and watched him narrowly ; I hare ez-. ' 
aauned him with the ntmost attention. I caoDot read Ub- 
inmost thoaghts, nor do I beUete them more intelligible to. 
himself: but I can uiswei, at least, that he is- stmck with « 
sense of his da^ and of yours, and that the idea of Elois*- 
abandonedand contemptibia, would Ik mors. horrid thui his 
own anniliilation. My dear consin, I hare bnt one piece 4^ 
advice to give you, and I desire yon to attend to it — nmd 
any detail concerning wlnt is pastj and I will take upon m* 
to answer for the foture, . 

WiUi regard to the restiiation which yon mentioned, yoB- 
most think no more of it. After having ezhansted all the 
reasons [ could suggest, I entreated him, pressed lum, gmu 
jored him, but in vain. [ ponted, I even kissed him, I' 
took hold of both his hands, and would have fallen on mj 
knees to him, if be would have suffered , me, bnt he would- 
not so much as hear me. He carried the obstinacy of lib 
humour so far, as to swear that he would sooner consent ne> 
ver to see you again, than part with your picture. At latt^ 
in a fit of passion, he made me feel it. It was next his heart. 
" There, (saidhe, widi. a sigh thatalmoststoppedliis breath,) 
ibereig the picture, the only comfort I hare left, and of wluch 
nevertheless you would deprive me ; be assured, that it ihall 
never be torn from me bat at die espence of. my life." Be. 
liers me, Eloisa, we bad better be discreet^ and nSei him t» 
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keep dte picbiTe. After all, where is tlie imporUnce ! Hta 
obstinacy willbebis pnniBhmeDt. 

After he had thoronghly nDbnrthened dud eased bis mind, 
he appeared to composed, that I Tentared to talk to him 
about Ilia sitnation. I found Out aeJllier time nor reason 
had made any alteration in his systemj and that he confined 
his wbole amlMtlon to the passing his life in the service of 

Lord B^ . I coold not bnt approre sUch honourable in* 

tentions, so consistent with his character, and so becoming 
&at gratitnde which is doe to sach nneKhkntted idndnesis. 
He told me tiiat you Were of tbe same opinion ; but that H. 
Wolmar was silent. A sndden thought strikes me. From 
yonr husband's siugular conduct, and other symptoms, I (as- 
pect that he has some secret design upon onr friend, which 
he does not disclose. Let us leave him to himself, and t^st 
to his discretion. The manner in which he behftTes sufficient- 
ly proves, that, if my conjectore is right, he meditates no- 
thing but what will be for the advantage of the person abOnt 
whom be has taken snch uncommon pains. 

You gave a very just description of his figure and of his 
manners, which proves that yon have obserred him more at- 
teotirdy tiian I should have imagined. But do not ^on find 
that his continued anxieties have rendered his countenance 
more expressive than it used to be ? Notwithstanding the 
account yon gave me, I- was afraid to £nd him tinctured wiUi 
that afiected politeness, tiiose ajHsh manners, which people 
seldom foil to contract at I^iris, and which, in ibe round of 
triies which employ an indolent day, are vainly displayed 
under difierent modes, WheHier it be that some minds are 
not susceptible of this polish, or whether the sea air en. 
tirely effaced it, I conld not discover in him the least marks 
of affectation ; and all the zeal he expressed for me seemed 
to flow entirely from tbe dictates of his heart. He talked to 
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■M '&bMit nypoor hasbaiid ; but instoad of comforting ne, 
he chose to join with me in bew^tmg him, aod iie««r oaOa 
^teapted to^make an^ fine ipecCheb «n tke Bnbjecf, He 
carened mj^ d»agfater, bit instead of admiria^her as I do, 
fae reproached me witii her foiling, aad, Hkejon, complained 
that I spnied her ; he entered iBtom^ coaeens with great 
xeal, rad was seldom of toy opinion m *oj respect. More- 
over, the wind might haye blown my ejei out, before he wooU 
hare tlioo^t of drawing a certain; I might have beenfh-' 
tigued t« death ingoing frMi one room to another, before te 
woold hare bad gBllantry enough to have stretched oat Ua 
hand, covered with the akirt of hi» ooat, to support me ; Biy 
&n lay apon the ground yesterday for more than a second, 
and he did not fly from the bottom of the room, as if he waa 
going to snatch it oat of the fire. In the morning, before 
he came to Thit me, he never once sent to inquire how I dfd. 
When we are walking together, he does not tSect ta haie 
his hat naiied npon his head, -to show that he knows tiie pink 
of the mode*. At table, I freqnently alked him for hb 
snuff.box, which ke always gave me in his hatad, and never 
presented tt npen a plate, like ajine gentleman • or ratter 
like a footman. He did not fhHto drink my health twice it 
least at dinner, and I wilt lay a wager, that if he stays wiA 
HB tUs winter, we shall see luni sit round the fire wilh'us, and 
warm himself like an old cit. You laugh, cousin ; hot show 

* At Paris, th^ piqne tbemaelves <hi randariog Booiety easy 
and commodious; and ttiisease is made to coouEt of a ffeaX 
number of rules, equally ioportaat with the above. In good 
company, every thing b regulated according to tbnn and order. 
All these ceremonies are in and out of Gabion as quick as light- 
ning. The science of polite life consists in being always upon 
the watch, to seize them as they fly, to affect them, and show that 
we ate acquainted with the mode of the day. 
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Va «De «f tntr g«naii(8 nvmly arrived from Paris, who pNw 
■eirai fhe sane manly deporttnent.—' — As lathe rest,' I tfatnk 
you ittUBt allow that oar philosopher is Mtered for the worn 
in one retpect, which It, (hat he takes rather more notice ol 
people who speak to him, which he cannot do but toj-onr 
prejadlce ; nererAelesS} I hope that I shall be able to recoB- 
-eSe Mdi lo Madam Belon, For mj part, I think him altered 
for the letter, becanse he is more serious than ever. M^ 
dear, take great care of him till my arrival. He ii jast the 
nan I could wish to have the pleasure of leaguing all day 
long. 

Admire my discretion ; I bare taken no notice yvt of thtt 
present I sent you, and which is an earnest of another to 
come. But you have recdved it before you opened my letter 
oad you know bow much, and with what reason I idoliie it ; 
you, whose aruice is so anxious about this present, yoa must 
Bclmowledge tliat I have performed more-thaa-I promised. 
Ah! the {dear little creature! While you are reading this, 
■he is thready in your arms ; she is hapfner than her molher; 
but in two months time I fhall be happier than she, for I 
shall be more senstUe of my felicity. Alas ! dear cousin, 
do not yon possess me wholly already ? Where you and my 
daughter are, what part of me is wanting ! There she is, the 
dear little infant ; take her as your own ; I give Iier Up ; I 
put her into your hands ; I con^gu all matenud autliorily 
over to yon ; ootrect ny failings ; take that charge upon 
yiMinelf, of whidi I acquitted myself so little to your liw 
king : henceforward, be as a mother to her, who is one day 
to be your danghter.iu.law ; and to render her dearer to me 
StiU, make another Eloisa of her if posrible. Sfie is Kkx 
j'on in the face already ; as to her temper, I guess that she 
will be grave and thonghtfial ; when you have corrected those 
little u^trices whldi 'I ten beui acosed of encouraging. 
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yon wHlfiad that 017 daughter will girelieraeUtbetu'rs otmf 
couBiii ; but she will be ht^pier than Eloisa in haTing less 
tears to shed, and tesa stniggles to encoanter. Do you 

If DOW that she cannot be any longer without her little M ^ 

and that it is partly for that reason I Bend her back ? I had 
a couTersation with her yesterday, which threw onr friend 
into an immoderate fit of Ungfaiugt First, she leaves me 
without the least regret ; I, who am her bamble serraat all 
day long, and can deny her notiung she asks for ; and yon^ 
of whom she is afraid, and who answer her No twenty timea 
a day ; yon, 'py way of excellence, are her little maipma, 
whom she visits with pleasure, and whose denials she likes 
better than all my fine presents : when I told her that I was 
going to sepd her to yon, she was transported ' as you may 
imagine ; but to perplex ber, I told her that yon in return 

was to «ead me little M in her stead, and that was not 

agreeable to ber. She was quite at a nouplns, and aaked 
what I would do with him } I told her that I would take him 
to myself : she began to pput. " Harriet, (said I,) won't you 

giye up your little M to me?"— ^"No," (said she, 

somewhat coldly.) ''No? But if I won't give him up neL 
ther, who shall settle it between us ?" — " Mamma, my little 
mamma shall settle it."' — " Then I shait have the preference^ 
for yon know she will do whatever I desire."^-" Oh, bnt 
mamma will do nothing but what is right I" — " And do yon 
think [ should desire what's wrong?" The sly little jade 
began to smile. ." Bat after all, (I continued,] for what 
reason should she refuse to give me little M—— i"—r" Be- 
cause heisnotfitfor you."— "And why is he not fit forme 2 
( Another arch smile, as fnll of meaning as the former.) Tell 
me honestly, is it not because you think me too old for him ? " 

—" No, mamma, bnt he is tooyonngforyon." 

This from a child but seven years old 
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I amused nfieU vith inqaiag Iwr still' far (Iter. " Mj 
dear Harriet, (said I, assamiDg a serious air,) I aware yon 
thatbeisnotfitforjouneither," "Why so?" (sbe cried, as 
if she liad been suddenly alarmed.) — "fiecKuse lie is too giddy 
for yoa."— ** Ob, mamma, b tbat all ? I will make him 
wise."— '^ Biit if uofor Innately be sbould make you foolish." 
— *' Tben, mamma, 1 should be like you." — " Like me, 
impertinence!'' — " Yes,, mamma, you are saying all day that 
yon are foolishly food of me." — ".Well, then,'I will be 
foolishly fond of him, that is all." 

I know you don't apptore of this pretty prattle, and 
that yon will soon know how to check it. ' Neither will I 
justify it, though I own it delights me; but I only mention 
it, to coDTince you that my dauj^ter is already in lore with 

her little M , and that if he is two years younger, she 

is not unworthy of that authority which she may claim by 
light of seniority, I perceire likewise, by opposing your 
example and my own to that of yow poor mother's, (hat 
wliere t}ie wonun governs, the house is not the worse mana. 
ged. Farewell, my dearfriend ; farewell, iiiy constantcom- 
paiuon ! Tlietime is approaching, and the vintage shall not 
be gathered without me. 



LETTER CXXIX. 

TO LORD B . 

What pleasures, too late enjoyed (alas ! enjoyed too late), 
luiTe I tasted these three weeks past ! How del^btful to pass 
one day in the bosom of calm friendship, secure from the 
tempests of impetuoas passion! What f pleasing and aBiecting 
Kene, my Lord, is ajrfaiji and well-reguated family, where 

Vot. II. M 
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order, peace, and inaocence reign througbont; vltere, witlw 
out pomp or retinne, emy thing is acaembted wliich can con- 
tribnte to the real felicity of raankind ! The country, tlie 
retirement, the leason, the rost body of water vhich opens 
to my view, the wild prospect of the mountains, every thing 
conspires to recall io my mind the delightful island of Tmian. 
I flatter myself that the earnest prayers which I there so of- 
ten repeated, are now acconplished. I liie here agreeably to 
my tasle, and enjoy society salable to my liking. I mdf 
want the company of two persons to complete my happiness, 
a^id I hope to see them here soon. 

In the mean time, till yon and Mrs. Orbe come to perfect 
those cbarnung and Innocent pleuures which I begin to re- 
lish here, I will endeavour, by way of det^I, to give you an 
idea of that domestic economy which proclaims the h^piness 
of the mafter and mistress, and communicates their felicity 
to every one under their roof. I hope that my refiectiotts 
nay one day be of ose to yon, with respect to the project 
yon haTS in view, and this hope encourages me to parsne 
then. 

I need not girt you a description of Clarens faonae. You 
know it. You can tell how delightful it is; what interest, 
ing recollections it presents to my mind ; yon can judge how - 
dear it titnst be to me, both on account of the present scenes 
it exhibits, and of those which it recalls to my mind. Mrs. 
Wolmar, with good reason, prefers this abode to that of 
Etange, a superb and magnificent caitle, but old, inconveni- 
ent, and gloomy, its situation being far inferior to the country 
rouqd Clarens. 

Since Hr. and Mrs. Wolmar hare fixed their residence 
here, they hnve converted to use every thing which served 
only for ornament : it is no longer a house for show, but for 
oooveni^nce. They bsre shut up a long range of rooms^ to 
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dter tkc liKoareiU«nt ritnatiei) of the doori ; flier '>''** '"^ 
off otkn t)ut w«r« over^iacd, Oit the ^KrinMsts Might he> 
better dbtritKited. lastesd of rick «ad mfique f[intttai<e,' 
tliey^ ham sabititnted irkat is netat and omvenient. Eveiy 
tUag here is pteaiant aad agreeable ; erttj thing breathes ■■' 
air of plenfy and propriety, without Kaj appearance of pomp' 
aodhixDiy. There is not a single room, in which you do 
nttt immediately recollect that yon are in the country, bdf 
■B winch, neTeriheleis, you will find all Che ceoreiiieaces yon 
aeet with in town. The same alterations are obteTTabto 
widiont doors, "the yard has been enlarged at the e^fieBe«> 
of Ak coach-homes. Instead of an old tattered billiard.bb- 
Ue, they hare omde a fine press, and the spot which Bsed t» ■ 
be filled wiQ) screaming peacocks, which tiidy hare pRrted' 
with, is conrerted into a dairy. The hitcben-gardeo waai 
tba small for the kitchen ; they' have made araother out ef 
a Sower.garden, bnt so conTenient, and so well Iwd ont, that- 
tfiespot, thns transformed, looks more agreeable to the eye' 
than before. Instead of the monmfnl yews which cotered- 
the wall, they hare planted good frait-trees. In the room' 
of the nselesa Indian black.berry, fine young mulberry-trees 
now begin to shade the yard, and they hare planted two rows. 
of walnnt-trees quite to the road, in the place of some oM- 
Ihiden-trees which bordered the arenne. They hare through-' 
out Bobstitated the useful in the room of the agreeable, an^ 
yet the agreeable has gained by tlte alter^ion. For my own 
psrt, at least, I think that the noises in the yard, such as tbef 
crowing of the cocks, the lowing of the cattle, the harness- 
of the carts, the rural repasts, the retom of the hnsbaiidmeo, 
and all the train of rustic economy, give the Itouse' a inore 
Trrely, animated, ' and gay appearance, than it had' [n its 
former state of moomful dignity. 

Their estate is not out npon lease, but they are their own' 
Ms 
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formers, and the caltiTfitioa of it employs a great deal of their 
timfe, and makes a great part both of their pleasare and pro- 
fit. Tbe manor of Etange is nodiing but ipeadow, posture, 
and wood: but the produce of Clarens consists of Tine;anl% 
which are coasiderable ol^ecli, aud ia which the difference 
ofcnltore produces more sensible effects than in cora ; wUeh 
Is « further reason why, in point of economy, they should 
prefer the latter as a place of residence. Nevertheless, they 
generally go to Etange every year at harvesf^time, and M. 
Wobnar visits it freqnentily. It is a maxim with thejU) to. 
enltiyate that lands to the utmost they will produce, not for 
the sake of extrawdinary profit, bat as the mean; of employ- 
iDg more hands. M. Wolmar maintains, that the produce of 
die euth is in proportion to the numlter of hands employed j 
the better it is tilled, the more it yields ; and the sur{dus of 
Its prodoce famishes the means of cultivating It still further ; 
tiie more it is stocked with men and cattle, the greater abun- 
dance it yields for their support.— ~Na one can tell, (says 
he,) where this continual and reciprocal iacrease of produce 
and of labour may end. On the contrary, land neglectsd 
Joses its fertility ; the fewer men a coostry produces, the less 
provision it furnishes ; the scarcity of inhabitants is the maaa 
why it is insufficient to maintain the few it has, and in every 
country which tends to depopulation, the people will sooner 
or later die of famine. 

Therefore, having a great deal of land, which they culti- 
vate with the ubnost industry, they require, besides the ser. 
vants in the yard, a great number of day-labonrers, whidii 
procures them the pleasure of maintaiulng a great number of 
people without any Inconvenieuce to themselves. In die 
<dioice of their labourers, they always prefer their neiglu 
bonrs, and those of the same place, to strangers and foreign- 
^B. Though by this means they may sometimes be loien in 
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wrtcboOTing the nuMtrobait, yet ttds iMs b soon made np hj 
tbe affection vhich this preference inspiies in those whom 
.they choose, by the advantRge likewise of IttTliig tiiem klway^ 
about them, and of being able to depend on them At all 
times, thongh they keep them la pay bat part of the year. 

They always make two prices with these Ubourers, On« 
11 a strict payment of right, the cnrrent prlceof the connfry, 
which they engage to pay them when they hire them : the 
other, which is more libera, Is a payment of generosity ; It 
is bestowed only as they are fomid to deserve it, and it sel- 
dom happens that they do not earn the surplus ; for M. 
Wolmar is jnst and strict, and nerer snffsrs instltntions of 
grace and favour to degenerate into cnstom and abase. Over 
these labourers there are orerseers, who watch and encou- 
rage theiVi, These orerseers work along wldi the rest ; and 
an) interested in their labour, by a little augmentation which 
Is made to their wages from every advantage that is reaped 
from their industry. Besides, M. Wolmar visits them al- 
most every day himself, s<Hnetimes often in a day, and his 
wife lores to take these walks with him. In times of extra. 
ordinary business, Eloisaevery week bestows some Kttlegra- 
tIScatlons tosnch of the labourers, or other servants, as, in 
the judgment of their master, have been most industrious foi 
the past week. All tiiese means of promoting emolatioh, 
thongh seemingly expensive, when used with justice and dis. 
eretlon, insensibly m^e people laborious and diligent; and 
in the end bring in more than is disbarsed ; but, as they 
tnrn to no profit, but by time and perseverance, few people 
know any thing of then, or are willing to make use of 
them. 

But tiie most effectual method of all, which is peculiar to 
Mrs. Wolmar, and which they who are b«it on economy 
M 3 



,.lbyClOO'^IC 



•M XXOfSA. 

■ridon tbult of} ii liuA of gainiag die beartt of these good 
pe9|i)^, by maliiiig tbttn tfae ab}«cti ot her B&BCtioH. SI19 
d«eB not think it MtScient to reward tbek indoitiy, hy giring 
^m msney , but sba thiaks herself twnmd to do fartker ser. 
viwato tko<e.wk« twT« contriboted to hen. LaboareiB, 
dmnestic*, all tiita tsrr* bar, if it b« but for » da^, become 
her chifrlnn : she takes part ia their {daaBitreB, tbeir caret^ 
and their fbrtwie ; . Bb« inquires iato tkeir afiaira ; and md EC f 
tkeir inbtreRt her owd ; the eagages in a tkomaod concenu 
for them, she gives them ker adric?, ^ corapoKt tkwr dUTe. 
rcDce#, and dee» not sl)pw th« afiabili^ of her ditpoiitioB in 
fffooth and fniitlaa* speeches, bat in real Hiricei, and conti. 
fiufd acts of beneTolaDce. They, on ttttir pMts, ienre ereiy 
thing, to serfe her, on the least owtioo. They iy when ihe 
Ij^kstoliwm; her look akweanlnate* theirieal; ia her 
presence tbaj are contented ; in her absence the; talk of beip 
pod are eagnr to \» employed, Hfr charsis, and her maiu 
jMt of PonTBr^iqg, do a great deal, but hnr gentlmoss and 
iur Tirtnft mojfe, Ab ! tay Lord, wlut a poverful and ado. 
iaU« en4))re it t)Ht of benerolenl iMautj ! 

With reapM l» their penonot attuidnts, they bare with, 
is dooi? eight tervaiitst thre« wmfien sad five men, witbont 
reckoBifig thfi Sttmoif. valettde^ckuibFe, or the serranta in 
(he outJiauiet.'-T^i . aeklos h^pans that people who luTe 
but few s«r<antp, »r* il) uned;, bntfrno thenacMnmon 
t^si of these snnfMt*) one woald coBcInde that each thooght 
bimfelf charged witfa the faneiness of tbo ottier KT<n, and 
from the hiirmMfcnmig then, one would imagine that tho 
whoU bHiinesa was dom by «ap nan. Yon never see tbem 
in the ontJiouses idle and unemployed,' or playing in the 
M»rt*yard, butvJwyi ibont ipnu oKfal (BrnploymcRt ; they 
mwi w the yard, in. the c^r, atld )n the kilcbdB. Tke.gaf- 
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ieaer bu nobody snder him but (hem, and, what ]> moit 
■greeable, you see them do all tbu cheerfullj, and with pica. 
aore. 

They lake them yoang, in order to form them to their 
miDds. They do not follow the maxim here, wliich preralU 
at Paris and London, of choosing domestics ready fonned; 
that ia to say, qomplete rascals, mnnen of quality, who, in 
erery family they go throogh, catdi the bilings bofli of mu- 
ter and man, nod make a trade of serving every body, with. 
oat being attached to any one. There can be ndther hones- 
ty, fiddi^^or zeal, amoDginch fellows, and this collection of 
lahirie swrresto rum the masters, and cormptthe children, in 
all wealthy fkmilics. Here, the choice of domestics is con- 
sidered as an article of importance. They do . not r^ard 
them merely .as mercenaries, from wham they only require a 
stipulated serrice, bat as members of a family, which, should 
they be ill chosen, might be ruuied by that means. The first 
thing they require of them is to be honest, the next is to love 
th^r master, and tiie third to serre him to his liking : but 
vheie a master b reasonable, and a serrant intelligent, the 
third is the consequence of the two first. Therefore they 
do not take them from town, but from the coantry'. This ia 
the first place tiiey lire in, and it will assuredly be the last if 
they are good fbr any thiiig. They take them out of some 
fflumefous family overstocked with children, whose parents 
come to offer them of tiietr own accord. They choose them 
yoimg, welUuiade, healthy, and of aplnsant countenance. 
H. Wolroar interrogates and exunlnes them, and then pre- 
SMits them to faia wife. If tliey prove agreeable to both, they 
are receited at first upon trial ; afterwards they are admitted 
nmong the number of serrants, or, more properly, the chiU 
dren of the family ; and they employ some days in teaching 
them their duty with a great deal of car» and patience. Tba 
H4 
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■erricau w >iinple, » tqaai and nnifonn^ the' maRter and 
mistress are to little subject to wbims and capricr, and tit^ 
•erTant* so ioon conceive an affection for them, that their 
bnsineia is soon learnt. Tfadr condition is agreeable ; they 
find conTeniences vhich they had not at home ; bnt they are 
■ot suffered to be enerrated by idleness, the parent of vice. 
They do not allow them to became gentlemen, and to grow 
prond in their service. They contbne ta work as they, did 
with their own family ; in fact, tiiey do bnt diange their fa. 
tber and mother, and get more wealthy parents. Tbey d» 
Dot, therefore, hold their old nistic employments in con- 
tempt. Whenever they leave this place, there is not one of 
them who had not rather torn peasant, than take any other 
employment. In short, I never saw a family, where every 
uae acquits himself so well in his service, and thinks so little 
of the tionUe of servitude. 

Thoa, by training up their servants themselves, in (bis 
discreet manner, they guard agunstthe olgection which is s» 
very trifling, and so frequently made, via. " I shaU only 
bring them up for the service of others.** Train them pro- 
perly, one might answer, and they will never serve any one 
dbe. If, in bringing them up, you solely regard yourowu 
benefit, they have a right to consult tiielr own interest in 
quitting yoa ; but if you seem to consider thdr advantage, 
they will remain constantly attached to you. It is the inten- 
tion alone which constitutes the obligation, and h« who is in. 
directly benefited by an act of kindnes*, wherein I meant to 
aerre myaelf only', owes me no obligation whatever. 

As a double preventive against this inconvenience, Mr. 
•ad Mrs. Wolmar take another meUiod, which appears ta 
me extremely prudent. At the first estaUishment of their 
bousdiold, they calculated what number of servants their 
fortune would allow them to keep, and they found it ta 
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amount to fifteoi or sixteen : in ordar to be better served, 
they made ft rednctiot) of half that number; so that, witb 
less retinue, tbeir nrrice U more exactly attended. To be 
more effectually seired still, they haye made it the interest of 
tiieir serrants to continae with tiiem a long time. When a 
domestic first eaters Into their serriCe, he recnres the com. 
mOD vages ; but those wages are augmented erery year by a 
twentieth part; so that, at the end of twenty years, theyi 
will be more than doubled, and the charge of keeping these 
•eirants will be neariy the same, hi proportion to the master's. 
, rarcomstances. Bnt there Is no need of being a deep algew 
braist to discover that the expence of this augmentation is 
more in appearance than reality ; that tliere will be bnt few 
to whom double wages will be paid, Imd that if they were 
p)^d to All the servants, yet the benefit of having been well 
served for twenty years past, would more than compensate 
the extraordinary expence. You percuve, my Lord, that 
this is a certain expedient of making servants grow continu. 
ally more and more carefol, and of attaching them to you, by 
attaching yourself to them. There is not only prudence, but 
justice, in such a provision. Is it reasonable that a new- 
comer, who has no affection for you, and who is perhaps an 
unworthy object, should receive the same salary, at his first 
entrance into the family, as an old servant, whose zeal and 
fidelity have been tried in along course of services, and who, 
besides, being grown in yeaiy, draws near the time when he 
will be incapable of providing for himself f The latter rea. - 
■on^ however, must not be brought into die account, and yon 
may easily imagine that such a benevolent master and mistress 
do not fiul to discharge that duty, which many, who are de- 
void of charity, fulfil out of oEteutation ; and you may sup. 
posp that they do not abandon those whose infirmities or old 
age render then Incquble of service. 
Mfi ■ 
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I . eaa gite yam & i«ry ■trikiI^t inslBBes at Qmt Mtt a mt i t n, 
to this duty, TJie Daroad'Etuge, bnagdnitcMs tartcvn- 
paiMthelang8»ii«Bof hUTRlcbdfffChMibiw^ by pmcnnBg 
him ra boDouTKblfl nlnit, had Ike inlnot to {vocwe tue 
Uin the L. S. E. £. snetay kirf tnciwtiw post. Ekiiia hui 
j«t now r«()Mf«d a most kffcf tkig let Ih fnwt. ^a <dd senaitty 
!■ irluch h« Mttrnla h»t t* get hua earned ttom wcaptiae 
tiua empla^sni:. " I am in jeara (rays he) : I hsie lost ^ 
ay hniily ; all my tepe is to end my dayi qoMly in th* 
ImuewbHc I kave paned the ^rvateil part «f then. OHoOf 
def r randam, an \ hare held yoa ia m); aim wtieii fast u iib 
fcit, I pcayed ta HeareD thftl I migkt oae day bald yw* 
HtUe aaes in the nme maimer. My pcayen hare baeu heaid ; 
do not deny me Ike bappiaen of aeebig Ibam gcev and piw* 
■pe* Hka yon. I, Kho haT* been aGciiitt»itd ta a qwet 
flunlly, wkeve akall I fiad nch aiialher place of -net in jbjp 
old ag« f B« lo kind ta writa to Ae Baran is my bduiL If 
kc is diEsatiefiad with me, let Um tnia me. vlf^ and gire me 
m> <mployme*l ; hot if I have Hired kkn fiuAfblly for tbe«a 
fbrty years papt, 1«t liin aUow me t« «ad my days in Ua set- 
vka and y»«rs~be canaot repaid me batter." ilUneedleas 
to iBquira whetker Eloiia wrote to tke BaMB or not. 1 
pereetre Amt ait* wonld be ai nawilliiig t* part wilh (kis jMid 
m«a, at he wo«)d ha to leave her. Am I wrong, my Lai^ 
wbea I eompan a aujter aad ■wtrau, Ihiis beloved, tfrgood 
pareots, and their serraali to obedieat cUldicB? fan tod 
that tkey coMider UMmulws la thii tight. 

There ts mot a single initance in this fanily, of a lema^a 
{t ring warning. It is eren very seldom that they are Ihrsati 
Eiied with a dismisBicM. A menace of this kind ahrmatfcan 
in proportion as their service is pltuant and agreeable. TIm 
besti BvbjectE are always the soonest alarmed, and there i> 
nerer any occaaioii to cmm to aitreaitiei hat with nck M 
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an not worth regrttting.— Thaj hkre likewice a role in tttis 
reapett. When M. Wolmu sdye, "I dischKrge you ;" they 
jiay tbea implora Mn, WolmBr to intercede for them, had 
thiod^ hor ibtcrctasiAn may be restored : but if /Ae give! 
tbon wuniiig, it is irrerocable, and Ihey liare no fiTonrto 
ojpect. This agretnient between Qiem ia very well calcidnted 
l^otk to moderate tite crxtreme confidence which her gentleness 
might beget in them, dad tiie nolent apprehensions tiiey migh t 
oouccire from his infle^ility. Snch a warning, nerertheless, 
is wtcesiliitly dreaded from a jnst and dispassionate master ; 
for, betides flmt titey are not certain of obtaiDing favonr, and 
flnt tlte flwne person is nerer pardoned twice, they forfeit the 
light which they ttcqnire from their long serfice, by having 
bad warning giren, and when tliey are restored, they begin 
a newserrice as it were. This prevents the old serrantl 
from growing msolent, and m^es tliem more circumspect, 
in pr^vftrtion as they Uarre more to'lose. 

The tiiree maid-serrants are die chamberraaid, the gorer. 
, ioBf >md the cook. The lifter is a coantry.girl, very proper 
md wen qualified for flie place^ whom Mrs. Woldmr has 
instrActed in co^ery : for in this country, whkh is as yet 
la some meaante ki> state of rite^lidty, young ladles leiuu 
to do that business thenselres, that when they keep house, 
tb^ may be able to £rect their serrants ; and 'consequently 

are less liable to be imposed upon by them. B< ■ ia no 

longer the chamber-maid ; tkey haTe sent her back to Etange, 
where she was born ■ they hare again entrusted her witl( the 
care of the castle, and the superintendance of the receipts, 
wWch makes her in some degree comptroller of the house- 
fcoU.— M. Wotoar estreated his wife to make tliis regu- 
lation ; bat it W9S a Inig time before ehe.eonld resolve to 
part with an' old servant of her mother's, thoogh Ae bad 
move thu) one rcaaoa to b^ cQspteased with her. But after 
Mg 



tfaeir last conference, ihe gave her consent, and B ir' 

gone. The girl ii handj^ and honest, bnt babblbg and in. - 
ducreet. I snspect (hat she has, more than once, betrayed 
th« secrets of her mistresa ; that H, Wolmar is sensible tS' 
it ; and, to prereot hei being. gnilt; of the same indiscntion. 
irith respect to a stranger, be has pradently taken this me-' 
tbod to arail himself of her good qoalittes, witiiout roni^Dg- 
Uiy hazard from her failings. She who is taken in her room, 
is that Fanny of whom you hare often heard me speak with 
so rouch pleasnre. Notwithstanding Eloisa's prediction, her 
ftlTonrs, her father's kindoris, and yonrs, this deserTing. 
and discreet woman has not been hap[^ in her cMinecitioB, 
Claude Annet, who endnred adreruty so bravely, could not 
eupport a more prosperous state. When he found himself at 
ease^ he neglected his busiuess, and, his aflairt being. quits- 
embarrassed, he fied the country, teaiing his wife with aa 
infant, whom she has since lost. Eloisa having taken hee 
home, instructed her in the business of a chamber-msid ; and 
I was never more agreeably surprized than to find her settled 
in her employment the first day of my feniTal, H. Wolmw 
pays great regard to her, and (hey hare b«th entmsted her 
with the charge- of supeiintMiding their children, and oC 
having an, eye likewise over their governess, who is a simfd* 
creduloQS country-lass, but attentive, patient, and tractaU* ;^ 
BO that, in short, (hey have onutted no precaution to pr«> 
vent the vices of the town from creeping into a family, «4im«- 
the master and mistress are strangers to them, and will not 
snfier them un^r their roof. 

Though there is but one table among all the servants, yet 
there is but Little cammnnication Ijetween the men ami 
women ; and this.they consider as a pohit of great importance^ 
M. Wolmar is not of the sane opinion with those masters 
who are Indiffer^it to every thing which does not i 
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(ttoly conceni tbeir inteniti, Biid who onl^ desire to be well 
serred, witkoot tranbliDg tltemMWes abont what their ter- 
vaati do bealdei. He tiiinlu, on the contrary, that thejr 
who regard notitin|; but their own serrice, cannot be well 
•em>d. Too close a connection between the two lexes fre- 
quency occulons mischief. The disorders of most familie* 
■rile from the rendezTons which are held in the chsmber- 
maid'a apartmnit. If tltere is one whom the steward happens 
to be fond of, be does not fail to sednce her at the eipence 
of his master. A good nnderstaadiag among ttie men or 
■mbng the women Is not alone snfBcietttly firm tq produce any- 
material consequences : bat it is always between the men and 
the women that tiioae secret monopolies are estairiisbed, which' 
in the end rained the most wealthy flunilies. They pay a 
partindar attention, therefore, to the discretion and modesty 
of the women, not only from principles of honesty and mo- 
rality, hat from wdL-jndged motires of interest. For, what, 
ever some may pretsnd, no one who does not love his dnty, 
can dischai^e it as lie onght ; and none ever loTed their doty, 
who were deroid of hononr. 

They do not, to preront any dangerons intimacy between 
the two4ezei, restrain titem by pbsitiTe mles, which they 
sight be tempted to noiate in secret ; bnt without any seem. 
lug intention, they establish good customs, wUch ue mor» 
poweifal than authority itself. They do not forbid any in - 
terconrso iKtween them ; bnt it is contrived in such a man. 
ner^ that they have no oecasioa or inclination to see each 
other. Tlds is effectuated l>y making their basiness, their 
babits, their tastes, and their pleasores, entirely different. 
To maintain the admirable order which they baTe established, 
they are lenslMe tint in a wril.regulated family there sfaouid 
be as. little corre^wndence as possible Iietween the two sexes. 
They who would: accuse their master of cs^irice, was he to 
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«Bforce ndi«ruk by my of tqjuBction, atdHnit, withftnt 
regret, to a anwaer of life wMeh is BOt pocidr^ preicrilwd 
to tkem, bnt wliit^ tbey thenuelTM conbeire M be tke beet 
and nwrt ootonL EicAta ioiMte thtt h meat be lo in fact ; 
■he raaintaiiu that iieitkcr lore bop cMiJHgil nnion is the re-i 
fait of a c(»ttiiniBl CMamerce between the sexee. In her opi* 
nion, huband aod wife were designed to lire together, bat 
not to lire in tb« sane manner. Tbey ought to act in cmi. 
cert, bnt not to do the sane tUags. The kind of Ue, nys 
she, which would delight the one would be insapportable to 
the other ; the incIinKtiem which nature haa given them, ar« 
4B diferent at the o«apatit>ni the has MngBed them ; Huf 
$S^ in ibtit amnseiaeRts as much ai u their duties : in a 
word, ea«b contrilmtefl to the common good by difiei<Mt wayi, 
apd the proper tfetribntion of their sertfral caaet and enploy- 
ments is the strongest tie that cnnents their onion. 

For my own pait^ I confsis that my obserrntMnS are mnch 
ip favour of. thia maziin. In &et, is it not the general prac- 
tice, except among the Freiefa, and those wbo tmitate'them, 
for the men and women to lire sepaiaM^ i If they teer each 
other, it is rather by short iiterriewi, and as it were bj 
itaaith, as the Spartans risited thrir wives, than bjr an hidis- 
creet and eonatut intereourae, sufficient to confonnd awl 
destroy the wjsest bounds of distinction which natwv has tei 
between :th«n. We do not,, erea among the sarsges, see 
men and women intermingle iodiKriniinately. latfaeereniag, 
the family meet t<^etfcer; every one pastes the night with bis 
wife ; when the day begins, tbey wpnaate agmn, and the two 
qeies ei^oy notinng in commen, bat thrir meah at most. 
TUs is the order which, from Its nnsTcrsaKty, appears to be 
most nataral, taA eren in those countries where it is per- 
verted, we may perceire some vestiges of it rnnaining. la 
FnacOf wheM the men hare submitted to lire after, the 
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hsbioa of tbc vomeu, and to be eoiituraftUf dttt ip la « 
noB) with tLem, jioa niBf parceire, frou tb^ krroluiitaiy 
notkuis, that tbey u« vader cAiifiDetiwnl. White th« fadiw 
litqaktly, or loll vpoa tlwir couch, you maj- pftreoiw tlte 
ven get up, go, cone, aad ul down again, perpcMtUy 
restless, as if a k w^ of mecbBslcal in^iBct conUaliaUy eam- 
teracted tbo fesbr<nat they a^&red, and pro«D|rted Ui«n, ia 
tbeir ows despite totbot actir* aad JaborittiM Ufc for whicb 
Batare i«t«Bd«d U«n. Theyarotlwoaly p«oplciBUke#ortd 
wbeT« (he mes «f«nti( at tbe tiwatre, aa if they irent into tin 
pit to reUftve tli«Msel*«» of tbe fatigw of bsving bMu silth^ 
^1 dfky in a. diaiitg.roofo. ]n short, tNy ar« so soaihle df 
tlw irluoittnesa of this efTettinats and Mdoalary iadUencv, 
that in order to «hsquer it vilb Hue dbgn*. of actifi^ at 
l«ttat^ ibej yirid tbieir pbicc* at bone ta itrasgen, aad ga to 
Oth«r in«n'i wivcs^ in order taalkviate their dugwt < 

Th« examplo of Mn. Wobnaz'sfamiij rootrBiataSgMaUjr 
to smppwt th« maaim abt establiihea. — £rei7-aat, as iiwete, 
being CMfnedto thfsr pK^ier sex, the wMiiei tbana iiTe la a 
great measure apart fioai the nen. In ordw i» prevtal aay 
luq>i^Da coanectiDiit behrcon dam, iKr gwaat secnt is to 
keep both oae and the •tber-eaataatlj' amptojwd, fc> tbatr 
oconpatlon ar« so diffiarant, that aathiag hot iillnaini can 
bring tbam togetbar. Ik the KarnLi^ nek appl]' to thetp 
proper busineaa, and ua one It at kanffe to iaiwrupt tiie 
otiier. After dinner, tlie ^«n an amplojtad hi the garden, 
tbe yard, or ia. mbm raral occopation ;. Ike waaxn are bn^ 
in the nonery tiii tlie bom: comes at nhkb they take a walk 
with tbc drildrca, aad SMabtima kideed with ^ miatrcgg, 
wMch ia Tery apeeable to thaai, aa it ia tbe only tins in 
which they take the air. The meo^ being loficieiitly tired 
with their day's work, hare seldam aa^ incMnation to wattiy 
and therefore iwsttheniietraB.witbaLdaan. 
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£r«iy Sunday, after ereolag-aerrice, the women meet 
again in the nnraery, wHh some friend or relation, wham 
tliey inTite in their turns by Mrs. Wolmar's consent. There 
they have a little colladoo prepared for tiiem by Eloisa'i di- 
rection ; and she permits them to chat, siQg, ran, or [day 
at some little game of skill, fit to please children, and SDcfa 
M th^ may bear a part in themselres. The entertainment 
is composed of syllabubs, crearo, and differ«it kinds of cakes, 
with such other little viands as suit the taste of women and 
children. Wine is almost exclnded ; and the men, who are 
rarely admitted of this little female party, never are present 
at tliis collation, which Eloisa seldom misses. I am die only 
man who has obtained this privilege. Last Sunday, with 
great importunity, I got leave to attend her there. She took 
great pains to make me consider it as a very singnlar favour. 
She told me aloud, that she granted it for that once only, 
and that she bad even refused M. Wolmar hunself. You may 
imagine' whether this difficulty of admission does not flatter 
female vani^ a little, and whether a footman would be a 
welcome viator where hig master is excluded. 

I made a most delicious repast with them. — Where will 
you find such cream-cakes as we have here ? Imagine what 
they must be, made in a dairy where Elmsa presides, and 
eaten in her company. Fanny presented me witb some 
cream, some seed.Cake, and other little comfiti. All was 
gone in an instant. Eloisa smiled at my appetite. " I find 
(said she, giving me another plate of cream,} that your appe. 
tite does y«n credit every where, and that you make as good 
a figure among a club of females, as yon do among the Va. 
laisans." — " But I do not (answered i) make the repast 
irith more impunity ; the one may be attended with intoxi- 
cation as well as the other ; and reason may be as much dis- 
trocted in a nursery as in a win«..cellar." She cast her eyes 
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down widiODt making uiy reply, Ussbed, ukI began ta play 
-with her children. This was «iough to iting me with re- 
morse. Thifl, my Lord, was the first incUacrCtion, and I 
hope it will be the last. 

There wai a certain ^r of primitire simplicity in this as- 
sembly, which aSected kD« very sensibly. I perceived th» 
same cheerfulness in erery coonteoancej aifd perhaps nM»r« 
openness than if there hod been men in company. The famL 
liarity which was observable between tiie mistress and her 
serrants, being founded on sincere attachment and confidence^ 
only served to establish respect and anthority ; and the ser. 
vices rendered and received, appeared like so ttiany tesli. 
monies of reciprocal friendriiip. There was nothing, evea 
to the very choice of the collation, Init what contributed to 
make this assembly engaging. Blilk and sngor are natnrtdly 
adapted to &s taste of die ftir-sex, and may be deemed the 
sytttbols of innocence and sweetaess, iriiii^ are their most 
becoming ornaments. Hen, on the contrary, are fond of 
high flaTonrs, and strong liquors ; a kind of nonrishmeot 
more suitable to the active and laborious life for which natnra 
has designed them .- and Srhxat these difierent taitwa come to 
be blended, it ban infallible sign that the distinction between 
the two sexes is Inordinately confounded. In fact, I hava 
observed that, in France, where the women constantly in. 
termix with the men, they hare entirely lost their relish for - 
milk-meats, and t^ie men have in some measure lost their taste 
for wine ; and in England, where the two sexes are fiettec 
distinguished, the proper taste of each is lietter prelerved. 
In general, I am of opinion that yon may rery often form 
some judgment of people's disposition, from their choice ct 
food. — The Italians, who live a great deal on vegetables, are 
soft and effeminate. You Englishmen, who are great eater* 
of meat, have eomething hanh in your rigid virtue, awt 
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wUch MTonn albaAuioA. The SwIri, wIi« ia Mtdriittj of 
a cBlm, gmifle, and cold conatitittioa, bat hot and litrfeiit 
wiin in A purioK, is fond boA of one aad the other, and 
drinkE milk and wine indiscriminately. The FreUdiman, 
who ii ptiait and chai^mble, iirai upon all khtdt «f food, 
■ad confrnm himsaU to- ersry taste.' 'Eloiia henelf ioajr 
tern as an initanoe : far thongb Bbe makes her meali vith a; 
Iffien appetite, yet ibe daei not love meat, ragonts, or salt, 
and n«'Tcr j«t tasted wine by itself. Some excellent roots, 
4ggi, cream, and frnit, cotopoie her Ordinary diet, and WM 
it not for fiih, of wUeh she is likewise rery fond, the would 
be a [lerfact Pythagorean. 

' To keep, the women In ordisr, would itgnify nothing, if 
Uk men were nbt likewiu onder proper regwIatioDi ; anci 
tUi branch of domestic «c(Miomy, which is not of less impor.' 
latMe, is atiU mora difficalt ; for the attack is generally more 
Srely than the defence : ^e gmrdian of hnman natnue in. 
tended it ao. . ^ In tk« comnon-wMlth, citiiens are kept in 
enter by principlei of morality and virtue t but how are we 
to keep.Mr*anti and meroeMrieg nnder proper KgnlatioH, 
•tberwiie dna by force atid restraint I The art of a master 
CoBosts ID dhguiiiDg this restraint under tibe v«i] of plcanre 
and InteECtt, that what tbey are pbttged to do^ may leem the 
MsoH of tMr own inclhution. Sunday betag a day of idle. 
neis, and servants having a right of going where t&ey [deate, 
wh«n bnilneis deei not require their dnty at home, tint one 
day often destroy* alt the good eiamples aid lewons of the 
ether six. The habit of frequenting pubKchoutes, the con^ 
verse and maxims, of their comr«det, the company ef loose 
women, soon reader them unserviceable to ^ir masters, and 
nnpri^tkble to themselves } and by teaching them a thoasand 
▼tees, make them nnGt for lerrltode, tud aaworthy ef li- 
*«ty. 
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■ To maedj tUi iocoarenieDce, they cndeaTonr to keep 
tbem Xt home by the suae nothei which Indace them. to ga 
ahraad. Vfbj do the; go abroad ? To drink aad pl^ «t b 
pmUieJwwe. Thej^ drink end pixy at home. All die diffe> 
rence is, Hiattbe wine costi them nothiag, that they do not 
gctdmak, aad that there ai« lome.winDera at pl^ without 
may losen. The foUowing is tbe method taken for tUt 
purpMM. 

BeUnd the bouM is b. shady walk, . wkere they have fixed 
the lists. There, in the samaier-tiiDe, the livNy.serrantl 
wd the men in the yard meet every Sonday, after sermon- 
time, to play in little detached parties, not for money, fefit 
is not allowvd, nor far wine, which is giTen them'; but 
for a prise, fatniahed by their master's genevosity, which is 
generally lome piece of goods or apparel fit for their me. 
Ttwnumber of ^unea is in proportion to the vdtie of the prize J 
so.tittt. when the prize is somewhat conaiderable, as a pair ^ 
ulTer bflckles, a neckcloth, a pair of silk Itockings, afiM 
but, or any thing of that kind, tkey hare generally sereral 
boots to decide it. They are' not confined to one particnlar 
game, but tb^ change them, that one ntan, whohappensto 
excel in a partienlar game, may not carry off all the priies, 
and that they may grow Htrenger and more desterons by a 
rariety ol exerdses. At one time, the coateat is whosludl 
first read] a mark *t Ae other end of the walk ; *t ftnother 
time it ii whp diall 4hrow tiiesame stone farthest ; then- again 
it is who shall carry the same weight longest. SometinH 
they c<mtend for a prise, by shooting at a mark. Most of 
these games are attended wjth some little preparations^ wMeh 
■erre to prolong them, and render them entertaining^ Thcit . 
master and mistress often honour tben with Aeir presence ; 
they sometimes take their children with them ; aay, eTea 
strangers resort thither, excited by eDriosity, and they deitr* 
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notUng better thui to bear a share ia the sport ; but none 
are ever admitted without M. Wolmar's approbation, and 
the coDient of the players, who wonld. not find tbeir aCcoant 
in granting it readily. This castom hai imperceptibly become 
a kind of show, in whiclt the acton, being animBted by the 
presence of the apectators, prehr the glory of applann to 
the lucre of the prize. — As these exercises ibake them more 
active and Tigorous, they let a greater valne on themselTes, 
and, being accnstoBed to estimate their unportance from 
their own uitrinsic worth, rather than from their own posses- 
sioos, Ibey prize hononr, notwithsianding they are footmen, 
beyond mooey. 
\y It would be tedicws to ennmerate all the advaatagea wliich 

they derive from a practice lo trifling in appearance, and 
which ia always deipised by iittle minds ; bnt it is the pre- 
rogative of trme geaiua to produce great efiecta by incon. 
riderobte meadi, M.Wolmar baa asaored me that tiien 
little institutJoDB, irhidi his wife first suggested, scarce stood 
bim in fifty crowns a year. " But (said he) how often do 
you think I am repaid this sum in my hoosekeeinng and my 
affiurs in guural, by the vigilance and attention with which 
I am served by these fiutttful servants, who derive all their 
pleasurcB from their, master ; by the interest they take In a 
. family which they condder as thor oKn ; by (be advantage I 
reap in thdr labours, fron the vigour they acqmre at thdr 
exercises ; by the benefit of keeping them always in heaitli^ 
in preserving them from those excesses which are common to 
mcD in their station, and from those disorders which fre* 
quently attend snch exceifBS ; by securing then from any 
propensity to knavery, whicta is an infallible conseqnmce of 
irregularity, and by confirmiDg them in the practice of ho- 
nesty ; in short, by the pleasure of having such agreeable 
recreations within ourselves at -such a bifilng expeaoei If 
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'there an my among tbem, either man or .woman, who do 
,not care to conform to our regulatiaoa, but prefer the Itbert/ 
of going where they please, on rations pretences, we nerer 
refuse to gire them leave : but we CMuider this liceutioos 
turn as a very saspicioDa symptom, and we are always ready 
to mistrust such dispositions. Thus these little amnsements, 
which furnish as with good serraitts, serve also as a direction 
to us in the choice of them." — 1 must confess, my Lord, 
that except in this family I never saw the same men made 
good domestics for personal service, good husbandmen for 
tilling the ground, good soldiers for the defence of their 
country, and honest fellows in any station into which fortune 
may chance to throw them. 

In the winter, their pleasures vary, as well as their labours. 
On a Sunday, all the servants in the family, and even the 
neighbours, men and women indiscriminately, meet after 
eervice.time in a hall where there is a good £re, some wioe, 
fruits, cakes, and a fiddle, to which they dance. Mrs. 
Wolmar never fails to be present, for same time at least, in 
order to preserve decorum and modesty by her presence ; 
and It is not uncommon for her to dance herself, though 
among her own people. 

When I was irst made acquainted with this custom. It 
Appeared to me not quite conformable to the strictness of 
Protestant morals. I told Eloisa so ; and she answered roe 
to the following effect : " Pure morality is charged with so 
inaay severe duties, that if it is overburdened with forms, 
which are in themselves indifferent, they will always be of ' 
prejudice to what is really essential. This is stud to be the 
case with the monks in general, who, being slaves to rules 
totally immaterial, are utter strangers to the meaning of 
honour and virtue. This defect is less observable among as, 
though we are not wholly exempt from it. Our churchmen^ 
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who are u much raperior to other prietts Ib knowledge, ab 
oar religion ii ti^rior to all others in poritj-, do nereititdsn 
nmintain some maxins, which seem to b« nther founded on 
prejudice than reason. Of this kind, It that which coDderani 
duidog and asKmblies, u if there were more harm in dm. 
doj; than ringing, as if each of these antusementi were not 
equally a propensity of natnre, and u if It were a crime to 
divert oarselres publicly with an innocent and harmless re-- 
creation. For my own part, I Aiok, on the contrary, tint 
every time there is a concourse of the two sexes, erery public 
diTersion becomes innocent, by bong public ; whereas, the 
most laudable employment becomes suspicions In a tSte-a-tite 
party*. Men and women were formed for each other ; their 
union by marriage is the end of nature. AU false religion it 
at war with nature ; our's, which confbnns to and rectifin 
natorst propensity, proclaims a diTine institiitiaB whid is 
most suitable to mankind. Religion oo^t not to increase the 
embarrassment which ciril regulations throw in the way of 
matrimony, by difficulties which the Gospel does not cre&fe, 
and which are contrary to the true spirit of Christianity. Lei 
any one-tell me where young people can hare an opportniutf 
of conceiving a mutual liking, and of seeing each other wiA 
more decorum and circumspection than in an assembly, where 
the eyes of the spectators being constantly upon tfaem, oUige 
them to behave with peculiar cantioa i How can we offend 
God by an agreeable and wholeiiome exercise, suitable io the 
vivacity of youth ; an exercise which consists in tiie art of 
presentbg ourselves to each other with grace and el^aoeo, 
and wherein the presence of the spectator imposes a decorani 

* In my letter to M. D'Alembert, concerning the theatres, I 
have transcribed the following passage, and some others; but aa 
I was then preparing this edition, 1 thought it better to waitthia 
publication, till I took notice of the quotation. 
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vkl^ *• DIM du0fl to 'ri<^to F Can we conceive a mort 
ftStotawJ. method ta noii imposition with respect to penoa at 
hMt, hy flUspUyiBg ovnelTCs vith sll our nBturs) gmxa and 
defwtt befon those wboM iotereat H is to kno\r ns thoroughly, 
4V4 tbef oUigB thetatcilvet to lore us i — It not 6)e oMigatioa 
of reciprocal affection greater than that of self.love, and is it 
Wt an atteatian -mwthy of a pious and virtuous pair, who 
[uapeM to marry, fbuit* prepare their hearta for that mutual 
}0T4 wbif^ Rearen pronpti ? 

'* WHt is the c(HiMqaeBce, Id thow places where people 
|tl« vaitiT «. coutinaal restraint, where tlie most innocent 
gaiety is paniahed ai criminal, where tlie yoang people of 
^iSorent sent dare not taeet in public, and where the Indis- 
creet MTmity of the pastor [weaches nothing, in the name of 
,Gpd, bttt aeirile coDStratnt, sadneu, and melancholy ? They 
.&h1. M»tu» to e]ade an liunfferable tyranny, which nature 
asd roMon disavow. When gay atid sprighOy youth are de. 
barred from lawful pleasnres, tliey substitnte others more 
dtngtrons in their stead. Private parties, artfully concerted, 
!Htt|)plr the place of pvblic aesembKes. By bebg obliged to 
-cucealment, aitfdief were criminal, they at length become 
aa in fact, Harness joy lore* to display itself in the face of 
tlie world, bnt vice is a friend ta darkness ; sifd innocence 
and Becrecy never sabBiet long together. My dear friend, 
(said she, grasping ny hand, as if she meant to convey her 
rcpcstance, and comamnieate the purity of her own heart to 
j^De,) who can be'more sensible of the importance of this 
tratii ibaa oarselves ? What sorrow and traubtes, wliat teart 
and remorse we might have prevented for so many years past, 
if we could tH( hare foreseen how dangerous a private ioter> 
coara» was to that virtoe w^idi we always loved ! 
. " Beridee, (said Hrs. Wolmar, in a softer tone,) it is not 
in a nmmnVBi assembly, where we are seen and heard by aQ 
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the .world, but Id piinte porliu, vhare MOncr and freedtM 
ia indulged, that our nwrals are iu danger. It is from tiat 
pHnciple, that, wheuerer mf doneitics meet, I atujlad to 
tee them all together! I even approre of their inritiBg ludh 
young people in the neighboni4i0od whoH company ^11 not 
corrupt them ; and I hear with pleasure, that, vben th^ 
mean to comniend the morali of any of onr young ne^hbonrs, 
they My — He ia admitted at Mr. Wolmar's. We bare a fnr- 
ther tiew in thii. Onr men-ierranta are all very yonng, 
and, among the women, the gorerneaa is yet single ; it u 
not reasonable that the retired life they lead witii na ^ooU 
•debar them of an opportuuity of f«rming an boneat. omi< 
nection. We endeavour, therefore, in these little meetingi, 
■to give tbtw Ihb o^iortDnity, under onr inspection, Oat wi 
wvf assiit them in their choice ; and tfans, by. endeaTonring 
to make happy families, we increase Ae felicity of onr own. 
'*! onght now to justify myself for daadug with these good 
people, but I rather choose to pass sentence on myself in 
thb respect, and frankly confess that my chief modre la the 
pleasure I take in the exercise. Yon know that I alwa^ 
resembled my cousin in her pascion for dancing ; but after 
the death of my mother, I bade adica to the boll, and aU 
public assemblies ; I Itept my resolotioD, eren to.thedayof 
my marriage, and will Iteep it still, without thinking it any 
.violation to dance now and then in my own boose with my 
guests and my domestics. It is an exercise reiy good for my 
health during the nedentary life which we are obliged to lire 
here in winter, I find it an innocent amusement ; for after 
a good dance my conscience does not reproach me. It 
amuses M, Wolmar likewise, and all my coquetry in this 
particular is only to please him, I am the occasion of Us 
coming into the ball-room ; the good people are best satisfied 
when they are honoured with th^ master's prcuBCc ; and 
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tkey eif rMs x satisfaction wben thcj see rae amonpt then. 
In short, I find that such occuional famillaritj' forms aa 
ap%eafale conoectlou and attachment between ub, which ap- 
proaches nearer the natural condition of mankind, by mo4 
derating the meanness of serritude, and lh« rigonr of Mh 
tbori^." 

Such, mj Lord, are the sentiments' of Eloisa with respect 
to dancing ; and I hare oflen wondered how so much ^. 
hilit^ could consist with snch a degree of subordination, and 
bow she and her hnsband could so often stoop to lerel them> 
aelres with their servants, and yet the latter never be tempted 
to assnme eqiulity in their (urn. I qaestion If Uty Afialic 
monarchs are attended in their palaceS with more respect than 
Mr. and Mrs. Wolroar are served in their own kms*. I 
i^ver knew any commands less iroperions t];an theirs, oc 
more readily executed ; if they ask for any thing, their Kr> 
TUts fly ; if tiiey excuse tlieir fulings, they tbemMlies «r« 
■Crertheless sensible of their faults. I was never better coB* 
vktced how much the force of what is said depends on tha 
mode of expression. 

This has led me ioto a reflection on the affect^ gravity of 
musters ; which is, that it is rather to be impated to their own 
fulin^, than to the effects of their familiarity, that they are 
des[»sed in their families, and that the insolence of servants if 
gather an iodicatioa of a vicious than of a wcsk master : fM 
nothing gives them such assurances, as the knowledge of hia 
vices, and they consider all discoveries of that kind as sq 
slany dispensations, which free them from their obedience to 
a man whom they con no longer respect. 

. Servants imitate their masters, and by copying themawk- 
irardly, they render those defects more conspicuous in them> 
■elves, which the palish of education, in some measure, dis. 
gnised in tiie others, At Paris, I gsed to judge of the ladiei 
Vol. II. N 
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ofm]r acqnaiDtaDce, by the air audmuuien of their waitings 
tromeD ; and this rule nerer deceived me. Besides that the 
Udy'e woman, when she becomes the coDGdant of her mia. 
ti^s's secrets, makes her boy her dincretion at a dear rate, 
abe liliewise frames her condnct accordiog to her lady'i 
sentiments, and discloses all her maxim's, bj an awkward 
JmitatioD. In every instance, the master's example is more 
efficadons than his authority ; it is not natural to suppose 
tbfA their serrand will be honegfer than themselves. It is to 
no pvrpose to make a noise, to swear, to Bbuse them, to 
tarn them off, to get a new set ; all this avails nothing to- 
wards making good servants. When they who do not trouble 
themselvei about being hated and despised by their domesticS|' 
nerertbeless imagine that they are well served, the reason of 
their mistake is, that they are contented with what they see, 
and satisfied with an appearance of diligence, without ob- 
•erving the thousand secret prejudices they suffer continuallyi 
and of which they cannot discover the source. But where ia 
the man so devoid of honour, as to be able to endure Ou 
contempt of every one round him ? Where is the woman h> 
abandoned, as not to be susceptible of insults ! How many 
ladies, both at Paris and in London, who think themsetref 
greatly respected, would bunt into tears if they heard wlot 
was said of them in their antichambers ? Happily for their 
peace, they comfort themselves by taking these Argnses for 
weak creatures, and by flattering themselves that they are 
blind to those practices which they do not even deign to hid* 
frotti them. They likewise in their turn discover, by th^ 
sullen obedience, the contempt they have for their mistressn. 
Masters and semnts become mutually sensible that it is not 
worth their wldle to conciliate each other's esteem. 
- The behaviour of servants seems to me to be the mort cer- 
laio and nice proof of the master's virtue ; and I remeioberj 



£LOISA. 86T 

my Lord, tp haTe fonned a good opinion Of yonrs at Valais, 
without knowing you, purely because, though you spok* 
gomewhat hanlily to your attendants, they were not the Ub9 
attached to you, and that they expressed as much respect for 
you in yoar absence, bb if yon had been within hearing. It 
has been said that no raan is a hero in the eyes of his valet, 
de.chambre : perhaps not ; bnt every worthy man will en. 
joy his serrant's esteem, which sufficiently proves that hero* 
»m is «nly a vain phantom, and that nothing is solid but nrw 
tne. The power of its empire is particularly oliserTable here 
in the lowest commendations of the servants : commends, 
tions the less' to be suspected, as they do trot consist of ~vain 
enlogiums, but of an artless expres^OD of their feelings. 
As they cannot suppose from any tiring which they see, that 
other masters are not like theirs, they therefore do not com. 
mend them on Account of those virtnet which they conceiva 
to be common to masters in general, bnt, in the simplicity 
of their hearts, they thank God for having sent the inch to 
make those under them happy, nnd to be a comfort to the 
poor. 

' Servitude is a state so unnatural to maakind, that it can. 
not subsist without some degree of discontent. Neverthe- 
less, they respect their master, and say nothing. If any 
mnrmorings escape them against their mistreu, tiiey are 
more to her honour tlian encomiums would l>e. No one 
complains that she i; wanting in kindness to them, but that 
•he pays so much regard to others ; no one can endurv 
that his zeal should be put in competition with that of liis 
comrades ; and as eveiy one imagines himself foremost iti 
attachment, he would be first in favonr. This is their only 
complaint, and their greatest injustice. 

There is not only » proper sabordinalion among those of 

iaferior station, but a perfect harmony among (hose of equal 

N2 
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rank; and this is not the lent difBcnlt put ot domettic eco, 
Bomy.-T-Amidit the cluhinga of jealooiy aod lelf-interest, 
wbicb make continual divi^us in familiei not more nume- 
roni than thii, ite seldom find lerrants united but at tbe ex- 
pencie of tbeir masters. If tbey agree, it is to robin concert; 
if tlief are honest, erery one sbowi bis importance at the ex. 
p^ce. of the reK : they mnit either be enemies or accompli, 
ce* ; aqd it is very diificnlt to find a way of guarding, at Um 
same timej both against their knarery and tlieir distensions. 
The nusten of families, in general, know no othei; method 
but Uiat of choosing the alternatire between these two incon. 
veniences. Soqte, preferring interest to honour, foment a 
qnarr«liome deposition among tbeir servants, by means of 
pritale reports, and think it a master-piece of prudence fo 
make them saperintendaots and spies over each other. Others, 
of a more indolent nature, rather choose that their semnta 
flhould mb Ihev, and lire peaceably among themieWes ; flwf 
pique themselres nppn disconnteoajiciDg any information which 
a faithful serrant may gtre them out of pure zeal . Both are 
equally to blame. Tbe first, by exciting continual distnr- 
bance* in their fiunilies, which are incompadble with good or. 
der an4 r^u}arify, get together a he^ of knaves and infor- 
mers, who are busy in betra^ng their feUow-serrants, that 
Ihey may hereafter perhaps betray their masters. Tbe se- 
cond, by refusing any information with r^ard to what passes 
in their families, countenance combinations against themselvea, 
encourage tbe wicked, dishearten the good, and only maiib. 
tain a pack of arro^nt and idle rascals, at a great expence, 
who, agreeing together at their master's cost, look upon 
tlieir services as a matter of favonr, and their thefts as pe r- 
qnisites*. 

* I have narrowly examined into the managemimt of great 
fomilies, and Itave found it impossible for a master who has 
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It b a capital error in domestic aa V^ as ia clril Mond. 
my, to oppoM oae Vice to anodier, 6i to attempt on eqnitl* 
briaro between them, as if that irhicb nndeiiiiiiits the foao. 
dations of all order coald erer tend to establlih regularity.-^ 
This mistalcen policy only serres to unite every inconrMilL 
ence. When particular Tices are tolerated in a family, they 
do not reigii alone. Let one take root, a thonsand #ill loon 
bpring up. They presently rain the Bemntt who harittAr 
Ihem, undo the master who taleratCB thedl, uid cOrrtipt or 
injure the children who remark Aem with attentieii. 'What 
father can be so unworthy as tti put any adtantage iPbatevev 
Id competitian wHh tbu last InconTenience ! What honest AiSn 
Ironld choose to be master of a family, if ifwaS impossible 
Jiar him to maintain peace and fidelity in his house at the Same 
time, and if he must be obliged to purchase the attacInneBt 
of hit serrants at the ezpenoe of their mutual good troden 
standing ! '-'^ 

. Who does not see, that in this family, they have not 6jcii 
an idea of any such difficulty i so' much does the nnlon among 
the several members proceed from the attachmeni to the beadj 
—ft is here we may perceiTe a striking instance how itttpoM 
fible it is to hare a sincere affection for a master withoatlo.' 
Ting erery thing tiiat belongs to him ; a truth which it ths 
real foundation of Christian charity. Ill it not very natnr^ 
Aat the children of the same father should lire togetber liktf 
brethren 7 This is what they tell us evefy day at church, 



twcB^serTaotSftokoowwbether he has one honest man among 
tbero, and not te mistake the greatest rascal perb^s to be that 
one. This aloue would give me an aversion to riches. ' The rich 
lose one of the sweetest pleasures of life, the pleasure of con- 
fidence and esteem. They purchase all' their gold at a dear 
rate I 

NS 
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without suking ns feel the sentiment; uid tbis is what 
.tbe domestics in this family feel, witboat being told it, 
. Tbis disposition to good fellowsldp is ovingto a choice of 
^.oper Eutgects. M. Wolmar, when he hires his Bsnauts, 
jloes not eumine whether they sgit his wife and Iiimself, bat 
whether they suit each other ; aad if they were to discover s 
settled antipathy between two of the best serrantSj it wonld 
he sufficient for them to discharge one; for^ says Elirisa^ in 
•0 small a family^ a bmily where they nerer go abroad, but 
kre ctinsttutly before each other^ they ought to agree per* 
fectly araong tbemselTes. They engbt to consider it as their 
father's house, where all are of the same family. One who 
happens to be disagreeable to the rest is eaough to mak« 
them hate the place ; and that disagreeable object being con^ 
itantly before their eyes, they wonld neither be easy them> 
^Ifes, nor suflfer as to be quiet. 

After having made the best assortment in their power, 
(hey unite Qiem, as it were, by the services which they 
•bUge each to render the other, and they contrive tbatitshall 
be the i^ interest of every one to be beloved by his fellow 
fcrvants. fi-o one is so well received who solicits a favour 
for himself, as when he asks it for another ■ so that whoever 
has anything to request, endeavours to engage another to in. 
tercede for him ; and t|ds they do with greater reaiHness, 
since, whether their master grants or refuses the Aivonr re. 
quested, he never fails to adtnowledge the merit of the per- 
son interceding. On the contrary, both he and Mrs, Wol- 
niar always reject the solicitations of those who^nly regard 
themselves. Why, say they, shontd I grant what i; desired 
in your favonr, who have never made me any request in fa. 
vourof another f Is it reasonable tha.t yon should be more 
favoured than your companions, because they are more obli- 
ging than yon i They do more : they engage them fo serve 
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carh other in prWate without nay ostentation, and without 
assumiDg any merit. Thia is the more easily accomplished, 
as the/ know that their master, who is witnen of tiieir dis. 
cretion, will esteem them the more ; thus self.interest is a 
gainer, aod selfJoTe no loser. They are so conrinced of 
this general disposition (o oblige, and they hare such coafi. 
deuce in each other, tliat when they have any faTour to ask, 
they frequently meation it at table, by way of conversation ; 
very often, without farther trouble, they find that the thing 
has been requested and granted, and as they do not know 
whom to thank, their obligation is to all. ^ 

It is by this and such like methods, that they beget an at- 
tachment among them, resulting from., and subordinxte to, 
the zeal they have for their master. Thus, far from leaguing 
together to his prejudice, they are only united for his s«-vice. 
However it may be their interest to love each other, thej 
have still stronger motives for pleasing him ; their zeal for his 
service gets the better of their mutual good-w;ill, vid each 
.considering himself aa injured by losses which may make 
their master less able to recompense a faithful servant, they 
are all equally iuca|)able of suCTering any individual to do him 
wrong unnoticed. This principle of policy, which is estah- 
liihed in this family, seems to have somewhat sublime in it ; 
and I cannot sufficiently admire how Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar 
have been able to transform the vile functi<Hi of an informer 
into an office of zeftl, integrity, and courage, as noble, or at 
least as praise. worthy, as it was among the Romans. 

They began by subverting, or rather by preventing, in a 
pbia and perspicuous manner, aud by affecting instances, 
that servile and crimioal practice, that mutual toleration at 
the master's cost, which a worthless servant never fails to 
inculcate to a good one, under the mask of a charitable 
maxim. They mode them understand, that the precept^ 
N 4 
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which cDJoins us to hide our neighbour's Taults, relates to 
those only wUch do injury to no one ; that if they are wit^ 
uesses to aoy injastice vhicb injures a third person, aAi do 
liioi discorer it, they are gailty of it themselves ; and 
that as nothing can oblige us to conceal such faults in others^ 
but a coasciousness of our own defects ; therefore no one 
Would choose to countenance knaves, if he was not a Juiare 
himself. Upon these principles, irhlcb are just fn general 
B> between man.Bnd man, but more strictly so with respect 
to the close connection between master and serrant, they 
hold it here as an incontestable truth, (hat whoever sees their 
toaster wronged, without nakiiig a discovery, is more guilty 
than he who did the Wrong ; for he suffers himself to be mis- 
ted by the prospect of advautage, but the other, in cold 
lilood, and without any view of interest, can be induced to 
kecrecy by no other motive than a thorough disregard of jus- 
lice^ an indifference towards the welfare of the fomily he 
Serves, and a hidden desire of copying the example he coa- 
ceals. Therefore, even where the fault is considerable, th« 
guilty party may nevertheless sometimes hope for pardon, 
but the witoess who conceals the fact is infallibly dbmissed, 
as a man of bad disposition. 

In return, they receive no accusation which may be sns. 
peeled to proceed from injustice and calumny; that is to 
say, they admit of none in the absence of the accused. If 
any one comes to make a report against bis feltow.Bervuit, 
or to prefer a personal complaint agmnst him, they ask him 
whether he is snfficienUy informed, that is to say, whether he 
has eotered into any previoos inquiry wilh the person whom 
he is going to accuse ? If he answers in the negative, tiiey 
ask him how he can judge of an action, when he u notac 
quainted with the motives to It I The fact, say they, may 
depend on some circumstance to which you are a stranger j 
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^axcnie it, BQd wMch yoa know nodtiug of. How can you 
presdme to condeniB any eoe'fl conduct, before yoQ Inow by 
vkatmotlresittsdirMtedl' One wordof evplanadon would 
probably have rendered itjnstifiable in your eyes. Why then 
do you ran the riA of condemning an action wrongfully, 
nid of expoalng ne to participate of your injustice ? tf he 
sHurea tlteni' that he has entered into a prerlous explanation 
Wbh tin accused ; why then, say diey, ddr you oome wtthl 
Wrt Ubi, as if you was afraid tbat he ^onldf lUsify what 
fita Are g(dng to relate ? By what right do you neglect taking 
tte same precaution with respect to me, which yon think 
proper to nse -with regard toyoUrself ? Is it Reasonable to 
derire me to jndge of a'fect from yoar report, of wlilch you 
refbs« to judge yourself by the testimony of your own eyes ; 
and would not yon Im answerable for the partial judgment I 
Itoight fsnn, if I waS to remain satisfied With your bare del 
position ? In the end, they direct them to sammob the party 
accused : if they consen^ the matter is soon decided ; if th^ 
Mfase, Qkjt dismiss them with a seTere repnmand, but they 
keep the secret, and watch them both so narrowly^ that ihey 
Are not long at a loss to know' which is in fault. 
' This mie is so well known, and so well established, t^af 
yon never hear a serrant in this family speak ill of his abSeat 
comrade, fbr tiiey are all sensible that it is the way to' pass* for 
K Kar and a coward. When any one of them accused ano. 
Aer, It is openly, frankly, und not only to hb face, but in 
Ae presence of all his fellow.servants, that they who are 
witnesses to their accusation, may be vonchf^rs of their inte- 
grity. ' In case of any pefsonal disputes among themj' the 
fifference is generdly made' up by mediators, without troU. 
Ring Mr. and MfsL Wolmar; but' #hen the interest' of (tie 
ihaster is at stake, the matter cannot remain A Secret; Ae 
N fl 
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^U^ P'^ "^^'^^ either accQse himself, or be uRDted. 
These little ple&dings happen very seldom, and never but at 
table, in the lonnds whicb Eloisa makes every daj i*hil« her 
{leople are at dinner or supper, which M, Wolmar pleasantly 
calls her general sessions. After hnTing patiently attended 
to the accnintioa and the defence, if the affairs regard her in- 
l^rest, she thanks the b£chsct for his lea. I am seosible, 
nays she, that you have aregardfor your fellow-senant ; yoa 
have always spoken well of him, audi commend yon, bet^us* 
the loYe of your duty and of justice has prevailed over your 
private aSections ; it is thus that a faithful servaat and an 
honest man onght to behave, ir the party accated' is not in 
fault, she always sabjoins some compliment to her jastifiea. 
tion of hU innocence. Bat if be is really giulty, she in soma 
measure spares his shame before the rest. She supposes tiiat 
]ie.hu something to comtannkate in his defence, wliich he 
■does not choose to dedare in pnbUc ; she ^points an horn 
to bear him in private, and it is then that she or her husband 
talk, to him as they think proper. What is very remaik^le^ 
Is that the most severe of the two is not most dreaded, and 
that they are leas ^raid of M, Wolmai's solemn reprimand, 
than of Eloisa's affecting reproaches. The former speaking 
^ejangnage of truth andjmtice, humbles and confounds the 
guilty ; the latter- strikes them with the most cruel remorse, 
by convinciag them with what regret she is forced to widu 
*draw her kindness from them. She sometimes extorts tean of 
grief and shame from them^ and it is not uncommon for 
her to be moved herself when she sees them repent, in 
hopes that she may not be obliged to abide by her word. 

They who judge of these concerns by what passes ■■ tb«r 
own families, or among their neighbours, wonld probably 
deem them frivolous or tiresome. But you, my Lord, who 
have such high notions of the duties and enjoyments of a 
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nutet of a fannlly, and tIio are sensible what an aicendHicf 
notaral difposiUon and Tirtue have oier the bumati hearty 
yiHi percdve the importance of these mlnatue, and know on 
what rircumstances their snccess depends. Riches do not 
make a man rich, as is well observedin some romance. Tha 
wealth of a man is not in bis coffers, but in the um be maket 
gf what he draws oat of them ; for our, possessions do not 
become oar own, but by the uses to which we allot them, Uid 
abnses are always more inexhaustible than riches ; whence it 
bappens that our enjoyments are not in proportion :to our 
eipences, but depend on the just regulation of them. An 
idiot may toss ingots of gold into the sea, and say he has en- 
joyed tlum; but what comparison is there between such an 
extraragant e^oyment, and that which a wise man wonld 
]uTe derWed from the least part of their value J Order and 
regularity, which multiply and perpetuate the use of riches, 
fre.alcnie capable of converting the enjoyment of tbemmto 
felidly. Bat if real property arises from the relation which 
onr possessions bear to us, if it is rather the nse than the 
acquisition of riches which confers it, what can be more pro- 
ber subjects of attention for a master of afanuly than do- 
piestic economy, and the prudent regulation of his house. 
)iold, in winch the most perfect correspondences more.imme- 
diat^f concern him, and where the happiness of every in(ti> 
vidnalis an addition to the felicity of the head 1 

^rethe most wealthy the most happy? No. How then 
does wealth contribnte to felidty ? But every well-regulated 
fomily is emblematic of the master's mind. Gilded ceilings, 
luxury, and magnificence, only serve to show the vanity, of 
tl)ose who display such parade ; whereas, whenever yoa : see 
prder without melancholy', peace without slavery, plenty 
withont profusion, you may say, with .confidence^ the mastv 
of this bonse b a hai^y being. 

Nd . 
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For' my OVn part, I tfaiiik tlie most ceitain aga of tHii 
coDtflntia a domeiticMd retired life, and that tbej iriio are 
eontiaiially morting to others in queSt of happiness do Aof 
njofttatbome. A fafber of k family, 1rh6 tunuMS EimBelf 
at liome, is r^arded for his continudl attention to domeatiG 
Coiusru^ hf the consfant enjoyment oT the taost agreeable 
■MiiationB cpf natnre. He is (be on)j one who can b« pro- 
perly said to be master of his own happineis, becaase, like 
Hesrea itself, lie is happy in desiring nothing mor& Aod h* 
enjoys. Uke the Supreme Being, he does not wish to Mb 
large his possessions, but to make l^em really his own, 
i^ider proper directions, and by using tiem confbrttiAbiy to 
t{ie just rektioDS of things ; if be does not enrich himself hy 
JMW aoqnbitions, he enridies himself by the trne eftjoymefit 
of iriut he possesses. He once only enjoyed the income of 
his lands, he now enjoys the ladds tbemselTes, by overUKikliig 
tlieir culture, and snireying them from time to time. Hit 
lerrant was a stranger to him : he Is now part of his etijoy. 
ment ; his chitd : he makes him his own. Formerly he bad 
^ly power OTcrhis servant's actions ; now be has anthori^ 
ever his inclinations. He was )us master only by paying 
him wages ; now be mlcs by the sacred dominion of bene> 
Toknce and esteem. Though fortune spoils him of hii 
wealth, she can never rob bim of those afTections which are 
attach^ to him ; she cannot deprive a father of his children ; 
all the difference is, that he maintained them yesterday, and 
that they will ^support him to-morrow. It is thns that we 
wMy learn the true enjoyment of our riches, of our family, 
sod of onrseWes ; it is thus, that the minntie of a family 
become agreeable to a worthy man who knnws the valne of 
them ; it is thus, that far from considering these little duties 
as trunbtesope, he makes them a part of his happiness, uLd 
derires the glory and pleasure of human nature fmn diest 
Koble and affecting offices. 
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IFtheM precIoiH advantage! are deitiisei)) or little known, 
and if the few vhd endearour to acquire them Beldam obtain 
them, ttie reason, in both cases, Is the same. There are ma- 
ny aitople and sublime duties, which few people can relbh 
and fulfil. Such are titose of the master of a familj, for 
wUch the air and bastle of the world give him a disgust, and 
which he never discharge properly when he is only inflamed 
by motires of avarice hnd interest. Some think themselves 
excellent masters, and are only careful economists ; their in- 
come may thrive, and their family nevertheless be in a bad 
condition. They ought to have more enlarged views' to di- 
rect an administration of such importance, so as to give it a 
happy issue. The first thing to be attended to in the' due re. 
gnlaOOQ of a finnily, is to admit none but honest people, who 
wOl not have an^ secret iatention to disturb that regularity. 
Bat ate honesty and servitude »o compatible,^ that we may 
hope to find servants who are honest men ! No, my Lord, if 
we would have them, we must not inquire for them, bat we 
must make theni; and none who are not men of integrity 
themselves, are capable 6f raakiog others honest. It b to no 
purpose for a hypocrite to aSect an ur of virtue ; he will 
never inspire any one with an affection for it, and if he knew 
'how to make virtue amiable, he would be in love with it 
IdBUelf. What do formal lessons avail, when daily example 
contradicts them, unless to make us suspect that the moralist 
means to sport with our credulity i What an absurdity are 
they guilty of, who exhort us to do as they say, and not as 
they act themselves ! — He who' does not act up to what he 
says, never speaks to any effect; for the language of the' 
heirt is wanting, which alone is persuasive and affecting. I 
have sometimes heard conversations of this kind held in a 
gross manner before servants, in order to read them lectures^ 
as they do children sometimes, in an indirect way. Far 
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from baring any reason to imagine tbat th^ were tlie dapet 
of such artifice, I bare always observed them smile iq secret 
at their master's folly, who must have taken them for block> 
heads, by malting an awkward display of sentiments before 
them, which they knew were none of his own. 

All these idle subtleties are unknown in this fomily, and 
tbe grand art by which the master and mbtress make their 
serrants what they would desire them to be, is to appear 
titemseWes before them what they really are. Their behafu 
our is always fraok and open, because they are not in- any 
fear lest their actions should belie their professions. As they 
themselTes do not entertain principles of morality (UfTerent 
from those which they inculcate to others, tbey have no occa. 
sion for any extraordinary circumspection in their discourse; 
a word blundered out unseasonably does not orerthrow the 
principles they have laboured to establisb; They do not iiu 
dtscreetiy tell all their affairs, but they openly proclaim lU. 
their maxims. Whether at table, or abroad, in prirate, or 
in public, Ibeir sentiments are still the same; they ingenuous- 
ly deliver thdr opinions on every subject, and without their 
having any individual in view, every one is intfrncted by 
their coDTersation. As their servants never see tiiem do any 
thing but what is just, reasonable, and equitable, they do not 
consider justice as a tax on the poor, aj a yoke oa the unhap- 
py, and as one of the evils of their condition. The care 
they take never to let the labourers come in rain, and lose 
their day's work in se.eking after their wages, teaches their 
servants to set a just valne on time. When they see their 
master so careful of other men's time, each concludes that his 
own time must be of consequence, and therefore deems idle, 
ness the greatest crime he can be guil^ of. The confidence 
which their servants hare in their integrity gives that force to 
their ivgulatioDS which makes them observed, and prerents 
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Jtbaiea, They ar« not afraid, «h«n Oary cone to rec«Te 
their weekly gratuities, that their mistress should partially 
determine the youngest and most active to hare been the 
most diligent. An old servant is not apprehensive legt they 
ahould start some quibble, to save the promised angmenta. 
tion to their wagos. They can never hope to take advantage 
of any division betireen their master and mistress, ia order to 
make themselves of conteqnence, and to obtain from one 
what the other has refused. They who are unmarried are 
not afraid lest they should appose their settlement, in order 
to detain them longer, and by that means make their service 
a prqndice (o them. If a strange servant was to tell the 
domestics of this family, that master and servants are in a 
state of war with each other ; that when the tatter do the 
ftirmer all the injury they can, they only make lawful re- 
prisals : that masters, being usurpers, liars, and knaves, there 
can consequently be no barm in using them as they nse their 
prince, the people, or individuals, and in retarning those in. 

juries with dexterity, which they offer openly one 

who should talk in this manner would not be attended lo j 
ihey would not give themselves the trouble to controvert or 
obviate such sentiments ; they who give rise to them are the 
only persons whose business it is to refute them. 

Yon never perceive any suUenness or discontent in the 
discharge of their duty, because there b never any haughti. 
ness or capricionsness in the orders they receive ; nothing ia 
required of them but what is reasonable and expedient, and 
their master and mistress have too much respect for the dig- 
nity of human nature, even in a state of servitude, to put 
them upon any employment which may debase them. More- 
over, nothing here is reckoned mean but vice, and whatever 
is reasonable and necessary is deemed honourable and be. 
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The^ do not allow of Aay tntrigoes abroad, neither ha 
any one any inclinations of that kini). They are Knsilde 
tiiat their fortnne is most firmly attached to the ir master**, 
and that Aey ihall nerer vant any thing while his fsmHy 
prospers. Therefore, in serving bim, they take of their own 
patrimony, and increase it by making thetrserrice agreeable : 
this, abore all things, is their interest. But fliis word is 
Somewhat misapplied here, for I nerer knew any system of 
policy by which self.interest was so skilfully directed, and 
where at the same time it bad less influence, than in this family. 
They all act from a principle of attachment, and one wonid 
think that venal sonls were purified as soon as they entered 
Into this dwelling of wisdom aad anion. One would inm. 
gide that part of flie master's intelUgence, and of the mis- 
tress's sensibility, watf conveyed to each of their servants ; 
they leem so judicions, benevolent, honest, and so mnch 
above their Station. Their greatest ambition Is to do Well, 
to be TBlaed and esteemed ; and Aey consider an obliging 
expression from their master or mistress in the light of a pre- 
sent. 

- These, my Lord, are the most materi&L observations I have 
blade on that part of the economy of this family wUch r& 
gards the servants and labourers. As to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wolmar's manner of living, and the education of their cUL 
dren, each of these articles very well deserves a separate 
letter. You know with what view I began these remarks j 
but in trath the whole fonns such an agreeable representn- 
tion, tiiatwe need only meditate npon it to advance It, And 
we require no other inducement than the pleasure it af- 
fords ns. 
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TO LORD B . 

- . NOf my Lord ; I do not retract what I bare Hdd ; in fhia 
family, th« nseful and agreeaUe are nliited.tliroagbaut ; but 
occupations ol use ,ftrenot coafined to fhoae pursuits wbicb 
jridd profit : they comprehend furOier every innocent and 
liarmteu amusement which may lerre to implore a relish fot 
retirement, lalmnr, and temperance ; which nlay cootribnte 
to preserve the mind in a vi|oroasEtiUe,aiidtokeeptlleheMi 
free from the agitation of tumnltuons paMiims. If inactin 
Indolence begets nothing but meluicholy and irksomeness, 
the delights of an agreeable^. leisure ate the fruits of alabo. 
riooa life. We only work to enjoy ourselvei ; this alteik 
Dative of labour and recreation is onr natanti statt. There* 
pose which serves to refresh n> after past labours, and en. 
courage us to renew thera, is not leis necesaary for ua than 
labour itself. 

. After having admired the good consequencei attending the 
vigilance and attention of the pindent Eloisa, in the G<RidB^ 
of her family, I was witness of the goo.d efiectj of tk6 recreaf 
tlob she uses In a retired place, where she takes her favonrit* 
Wtdlc, and which she calls her Elysium. 

I bad often heard them talk of this Elysinm, of wUeh 
they made a mystery before me. Yesterday, however, the 
excessive heat being almost equally intotenriite both within 
doors and without, M. Wolmar proposed to his wife to m»k» 
holiday that afternoon, and instead of going into th* 
nursery towards evening, as usual, to come and breathe the 
fresh air with us in the orchard : sheconsented, and thltber 
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This pUoe, though jmt close to the honie, is bidden ui 
such ■ muiner by a ihidjr walk, that it is not Tuible from 
any point. The thick fbHax[e yritk which it is euTironed ren- 
den ft imperrioua to the eye, andit is always carefnlly locked 
np. I was gcaicegotwithiaside,bDt, the door being corered 
with alder and faazle-treei, I coald not find out which way 
I came in; when I tnmed back, and seeing no doOr^ it 
seemed as if I had dropped from the clouds. ■ 

On m]r entrance into this disguised orchard, I was snzed 
with an agreeable sensation; the freshness of (be thick foil- 
age, the beautiful and loTely verdure, the flowers scattered 
tat each side, the murmaring of the purling stream, and tlw 
warbling. of a thousand' birds, struck my imagination as 
powerfully as - my sensM ; but at the tame tune I tliougbt 
nyself in the most wild and solitary place in nature, and I 
speared as if 1 had been the first mortal who had ever pene> 
trated into this desart spot Being seized with astonishment^ 
and tran^rarted at so unexpected a sight, I reutained motion- 
less ior some time, and cried out, in an inrolnntary fit of en- 
thusiasm, " Tinianl O Juan Fernandez*! . Eloisa, the 
world's end is at your threshold ['*—" Many people (said 
she, with aBmUe)tbink in (he same manner; but tweuty 
paoet at most presently brings them back to Clarens ; let u* 
see whetiier the charm will work longer upon you- This it 
the same orchard where you hare walked formerly, and 
where you hare played at romps with my cousin. Von qay 
remember that, the grass was ^most burned up, the trees 
thinly planted, affording very little shade, and that there wa* 
no. water. You find that now it is freabj Terdant, culttrated^ 
cmbdlished with flowers, and well watered ; what do yon 

. * Desart islands in the Soutli Sea, celebrated in Lord Anton^ 
TOvage. 
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imagioeit may hare CMt me topnt it'into Ae condition job 
we? Foryoumustknaw thati am thesoperinteBdwit, and 
thai my hnibftDd luvei the entire managemcot of it to me." 
— « Id trnth, (said I,) it has cost yon nothing bnt inattea. 
Uon. IfiaiDdeedadelightralBpotjbutwUdandruslic; and 
I cam diicoTer no marks of Inunan indoBtry. Y ou kaTe con- 
CMled the door i the water tprlngs I know not whence i 
Nature alone has done all the rest, and even you could not 
bave mended her work." — " It is trne, (sud the,) that Na- 
ture has done ererythiiig, bat under my direction, and yoii 
•ee nothing but what has been done under my orders. Guesa 
once ntore."— " First, (I replied,) I cannot coaceire how 
labour and expence can be made to snp^y the elfecta of time. 
Tho trees . . . ."— " As to them, (s^d M. Wolmar,) yoa 
nay .ftbenve that there are none very large, and they were 
tiere before. Besides, Eloisa b^an this work a long whils 
before ber marriage, and presently after hermother's death^ 
when die used to come here with her father in quest of lolik 
titde."-^" Wei!, (said I,) since yon will haye these largo 
and massy bowers, these sloping tufts, these umbrageous 
thicket! to be the growdi 'of seren or eight years, and to be 
partly the work of art, I think you hare been s good econo- 
mist, if you hare done all wlthhi this rart circumference for two 
thousand crowns.*' — " You hare only guessed two thousand 
crowns too much, (sidd she,) for it cost me nothiiQ."— 
** How! nothing!" — " No, nothing; unless yoo place a 
dozen days work in the year to my gwdener's account, as 
nany to two or three of my people, and stnne to M. Wol. 
mar, who has sometimes condescended to officiate In my ser- 
vice M a gardener." I could not comprehend this riddle ; 
bnt Eloisa, who had hitherto held me, said to me, (letting me 
loo^e,) " Go, and yon will understand it. Farewell, Ti&i-. 
an ! farewell, Juan Fervaodez ! farewell] pJl enchantment t 
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taafetfrninateiTOBiriti find ^Oiit way back from the ead' 
at the world." 

I began to wander over tke ol-cbard thns metamorphosed 
with a kind of ecstasy ; and If I foBiid no exotic plants, Oor 
any of the products of the Indies, I found' all those wUeh 
irere natoral to theJoU,' dispose end blendedin such a tnui. 
ner, as to prtfdtice die most cheerful and tivoly offect. The 
rerdant tnrf, thick, t>nt short and close, was Intei'Ailxed wiA 
wUd tkjme, balm, sweet marjoram, and other fragrant herbs. 
Too might perceive a thonsand wild flowers ibzzle your 
^es; amotig wbich jon wonld be inrprized to discover somtf 
gardcQ-flowers, which Se«med to gTow natural with tite rett' 
I'now and then met witli shady tafts, as impervious to thi 
ftji of the son, as if they had been in a thick forest. Tfaesa 
tnftswere composed of trees of aferj flexible natare, tin 
Brabches of which they twud, till they bang on the ground^ 
and take root, as I have seen some trees naturally do ia 
Amerioi. In the more open spots, I saw here and there 
Imlbesof roses, raspberries, and gooseberries; little plas- 
bltlons of lilac, haile.trees, alders, seringa, broom, and 
freftril, dispersed. wiQioUt any order (w symmetry, and which 
embellished the groand, at the same time that it gavt it the 
appearance of being overgrown With weeds. I followed th« 
tnttL tbrongh irregular and serpentine walks, bordered by 
these flowery thickets, and covered with a thonsand garlands 
imposed of vines, hops, rose.weed, snake-weed, and other 
plants of that kind, with which honeysackles and jessamlno 
deigned to intertwine. These garlands seemed as if they 
were carelessly scattered frOm one tree to another, and 
fbrmed a kind of dnipery o»er our heads, which sheltered 
tts from the san ; while under foot we had smooth, agroeaUe, 
and dry walking upbif a fine moss, withoat sand or grassy or 
any rugged shoots. Then It was I ftr it discovered, not with. 
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9at Bstenishment, that this verdant and bxtshy umbrage, whkli 
had decvived me Ba much at a distaore, vaa composed of 
Qiese tuiuriant and creeping plants, which running all dong 
the trees, formed a thick Toliage orer head, and afi'orded 
ifhade and freshness under foot, I observed, likewise, that 
by meanii of comnioii industry, they had made several ofthes^ 
plants take root in the trunks of the trees, so that they 
spread more, being nearer the top. You will readily con> 
ceive that the fruit is not the better for thes^ additions ; but 
this b the only spot where they have sacrificed the useful to 
the agreeable, and in the rest of their grounds they have 
^en such care of the trees, that, without the orchard, the 
return of fruit is greater than it was fonnerly. If you do 
but consider howdel^htful it is to meet with wild fruit in the 
midst of a wood, and to refresh oneself with it, you vrill $a> 
sily conceive .^hat a pleasure it must be to meet with exccL 
lent and ripe fruit in this artificial desart, though it growl 
but here and there, and has not the best appearance : 
which give* one the pleasure of searching, apd selecting the 
l?est. 

All these little walks were bordered and crossed by a clear 
and limpid rivulet, which one while wmded through th# 
grass and flowers, in streams scarce perceptible; at anothe^^ 
rushed in more copious floods upon a clear and speckled 
gravel, which rendered the water more transparent. You 
might perceive the springs rise and babble out of the earth, 
and sometimes you might observe deep canals, in which the 
calm and gentle fluid served as a mirror to reflect the objects 
arotrad. '< Now (said I to Eloba) I comprehend all tl^ 
rest; but these waters which I see on every side." — "Th^y 
come from thence," she replied, pointing to (hat side where 
the terrace lies. " It is the same stream which, at a vast 
science, supplied the fountain in the flower-garden, for 



vliich nobodf cares. M. Wolmar will not destroy it, oat 
of resppct to my father, who had it made ; but with what 
pleasure we come here eveiy day to see this water run Uirongh 
the orchard, which we never look at in the garden [ — ^The 
fonntain plays for the eatertainment'of strangers ; this little 
rivulet flows for our amusement. It is true, that I have like- 
wise brought hither the water from the public fountain, which 
'emptied itself into the lake, through the highway, to the de- 
triment of passengers, besides its running to waste, without 
profit to any one. It formed an elbow xt the foot of the 
orchard, between two rows of willows ; I hare taken them 
within my inclosnre, and I bring the same water hither 
through different channels." 

I perceited theu (hat all the contriTance consisted in ma- 
naging these streams, so as to make them flow in meaoders, 
by separating and uniting them at proper places, by making 
them run as little upon the slope as possible, in order to 
lengthen their'course, and make the most of a few little mar. 
muring cascades. A lay of earth, covered with some gravel 
from the lake, and strewed over with shells, forms a bed for 
these waters. — The same streams running at proper distances 
under some large tiles covered with earth and turf, on a level 
with the ground, form a kind of artificial springs, where the^ 
issue forth. Some small streams spout through pipes on some 
rugged places, and bubble as they fall. The ground thus 
refreshed and watered,' continually yields' fresh flowers, and 
keeps the grass always verdant and beaDtifu), 

The more I wandered over this delightful asylum, the 
more I found the agreeable sensation improve which I expe- 
rienced at my first entrance ; nevertheless my curiosity kept 
ine in exercise ; I was more eager to view the objects around 
me than to enquire into the cause of the impressions they 
made on me, and I chose to resign myself to that delightful 
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eontiAnplation, withont taking the tronble of reflection ; but 
Mrs. Wolmar drew me oat of my reTerie, by tailing me nn. 
der th« arm. *' All that yoD see (said she) is nothing but 
vcf^ble and inanimate nature, which, in spite olns, always 
leaves behind it a melancholy idea of so'itude. Come and 
view nature aaimsted and more afiectiog. There you will 
discover some new charm erery minute in the day.'' — " You 
anticipate me, (said I;) I bear a confused chirping nois«, 
and I see but few birds ; I suppose you have an aviary." — 
"True, (said she;) let us goto it." I durst not as yet de. 
Clare what I thought of this aviary ; but there was something 
in the idea of it which disgusted me, and did not seem to cor. 
respond with the rest. 

We went down throogh a thonsand turnings, to the bottom 
of the orchard, where I fonnd all the water collected in a fins 
rivulet, flowing gently between two rows of old willows, 
which had been frequently lopped. Their tops beiog hollow^ 
and half bare, formed a kind of vessel, from whence, by tlw 
contrtvancel just now mentioned, grew several toftt of hon^. 
■nckles, of which one part intertwined among the branches, 
aai the other drt^ped carelessly along the side of the rivalet. 
Near the extremi^ of die inclosnre was a little bason bof. 
dered wiA grass, bolniBhes, and weeds, wUch served as a 
watering-place to the aviary, and was the last asemadeof this 
water, so precious and so well husbanded. 

Somewhat beyond this bason w*^ > platform, which was 
terminated, in an angle of the inclosure, by a hillock planted 
with a number of little trees of all kinds ; the smallest stood 
towards the summit, and their size increased in proportion at 
the groond grew lower, which made their tops appear to b« 
boriEODtal, or at least showed that they were one day intended 
to be so. In the front stood a dozen of trees, which were 
joung w yet, but of a nature to grow very large, inch u 
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the beech, the dm, the ash, and the ac&cia. The groTcs ok 
this side serred as aa asylnm to that Toat number of birdi 
which 1 hadheard chirping at a distance, andit was under the 
shade of this foliage, as under alarge umbrella, that you might 
see them hop about, run, frisk, provoke each (»ther,and fight^ 
as if they had not perceived us. They were so far from fly. 
ing at our approach, that, according to the notion with which 
I was prepossessed, I imagined them to have been inclosed 
within a wire ; but when we came to the border of the bason, 
I saw several of (hem alight, and come towards ns tbrongb 
a short walk, which parted the platform in two, and made \ 
communication between the bason and the aviary. M^ 
Wolmar then going round (he bason, scattered two or tbre4 
bandfuls of mixed gnun, which b« had in his pocket, along 
the walk, and when he retired, the birds flocked tt^etl^Tj 
and began to feed like so many chickens, with such an air 
of familiarity, that I plainly perceived they bad beei) trained 
ifptoit. *' This is charming (said I): your uung the word 
aviary, surprized me at £rst, but I now see what it 1$ ; I perif 
c^ivethtityop invite (hem as your guests, instead of confining 
th^ as yoifr prisoners. "—" What do you mean by our 
guests? (replied Eloisa ;) >t" w^ who are theirs. Theyaro 
masters here, and we pay them for being admitted some* 
timn." — ''Very well, (said I ;) hut how did these masten 
get possession of thb spot i How did yon collect (ogether w 
pany volvntary iuhabitanU ? I never beard of -any attetapt 
f>f this kind, fmd I could not have believed that 3uch a design 
could have succeeded, if 1 faad not evidence of it before my 
«yef.'^ 

"Timeand patience (saidM.Wolmar)haveworkedthis mi. 
rade. These are expedioils which the rich scarce ever think 
of in their pleasures. Always in haste for enjoyment, force 
^d; money are tbe oply instmnients . they know how to em. 
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ploy; tbefliaTe birds ia cages, and friends at so much « 
month. If the servantaerer i»me near tiiis place, Tonwoald 
soon see the birds disappear ; and if yen perceive vast nam. 
bers of tbem at present, the reason is, that di is spot has 
always, in some degree, been a refuge for thein. There is no 
bringing them together where there are none to invite them; 
but where there are some already, it iseasy to increase their 
nnmben, by anticipating alt their wants, by not frightening 
them, by snffering them to hatch with- sec urityj and by never ■ 
distnrbing the yontig ones in their nest ; for by these meuis, 
sQch as are there abide there, and those which come after 
them continue. This grove was already in being, though it 
was divided from the orchard ; Eloisa has only inclosed it 
by a quickset hedge, removed thiit whicb parted It, and en- 
larged and adorned it with new designs. Yon see to the 
right and left of the walkwhichleads to it two spaces filled 
with a confused mi stare of grass, straw, and ti] sorts of 
plants. She orders them evfry year to be sown with comi 
miilet, tiirnsot, hemp-seed, vetcb, and, in getieial, all sorts 
of grain which birds are fond or, and nothing is ever reaped. 
Besides this, almost every day sbe or I bring them sometldng 
to eat, and when we neglect, Fanny supf^s onr place. 
They are supplied with water, as yon see, very easily, Mrs. 
Wolmarcarrieslier attention so farasto proride forthem, 
ever}' spring, little heaps of bur, straw, wool, moss, and 
other materials proper fo build their nests. Thns, by their 
having materials at hand, provisions in abnodance, and by 
the great care we talte to secure them from tiieir enemies*^ 
the nninterrapted tranquillity tiiey enjoy induces tbem to 
lay their eggs in this convenient place, where they want for 

* The mice, owls, hawks, and, above all, children. 
Vol. U. O 
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nodiing, and wliere nobody disturbs them. Thus tbe habita- 
tion of the fathers becomes the abode of the children, and 
thecolony thrtreg and multiplies.". 

" Ah 1 (said Eloisa,) do you see nothing more f No one 
thinks beyond himself ; but the alfectiQu of a constant pair, 
the zeal of their domestic concerns, paternal and maternal 
fondness, all thb is lost upon you. Had you been here two 
months ago, you might have feasted your eyes with the most 
lovely sight, and have gratified your feelings with the most 
tender sensations in nature."—'' Madam, (said I, somewhat 
gravely,) you are a vifeand a mother; these are pleosureB 
of which it becomes yon to be susceptible." M, Wolmar 
then taking me cordially by the hand, said, "You have 
friends, and those friends have children ; how can you be a 
•trangerio paternal affection ?" I looked at lum, I looked 
at Eloisa, they looked at each other, and cast such an affect- 
ing eye upon me, that embracing them alternately, I said, 
-with tender emotion, "They are as dear to me as to yourself." 
I do not know by what strange effect a single word can make 
such an alteration in our minds, but since that moment M. 
Wolmar appears to me quite another man, and I conuder 
liim less in the light of a husband to her whom I have so 
loDg adored, as in that of the father of two cluldreD for 
whom I would lay down my life. 

I was going to walk around the bason, in order l» draw 
nearer to thb delightful asylum, and its little inhabitants, 
but Mrs. Wolmar checked me. " Nobody (said she) goes 
to disturb them in their dwelling, and yon are the first of 
our guests whom I ever brought so (ar. There are fonr keys 
to this orchard, of which my father and we have each ot u 
one : Fanny has the fourth, as superinteudant, and to bring 
the children here now andtten: the value of wIuchbTovr 
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h greatly enhanced by the extreme circumipection which is 
required ot thein while they are here. Ereu Gustiti never 
comes hither witboat ooe of the four : when the two spring 
months are over, in which his labours are useful, he scarce 
erer comes hither afterwards, and all the rest we do 
ourselres." " Thus (said I), for fear of making your birds 
filafesto yoa, yon make yonrselyes slaves to your birds." — 
" This (she replied) is exactly the sentiment of a ^rant, 
mbq never thinks that he enjoys liberty, bat white he is dis- 
tnrbing the freedom of others.** 

As we were coming liack, M. Wolmar threw a handfnl of. 
barley i^to the bason, and on looking into it, I perceived 
some little fish. " Ah, ah, (sud I, immediately) here are 
come prisoners nevertheless." — << fes, (said he,) Qiej are 
prisoners of war, who have hod their lives spared."— 
*' Without doubt (added his wife). Some time since, Fanny 
■tale two perch out of the kitchen, and brought them hither . 
without my knowledge. I leave them here, for fear of of- 
fending her if 1 sent them to the lake ; for it is better to con. 
fine.the fish in too narrow a compass, than to disoblige a wor- 
thy creature." — <* Ton are in the right, (laid I,)andtlie fish 
are not tnnch to be pitied for having escaped from the frying- 
pan into Uie water," 

" Well, how does it appear to you ? (said she, as we were 
coming back,) are yon got to the end of the world yet ?— 
*' NOf (I replied,) I am quite out ofthe world, and you have 
in truth transported me into Elyirium." — ^The pompous name 
■he has given this orchard, (said M. Wolmar,) ytry well de- 
serves that raillery. Be modest in your commendation ot 
childish amusements, and be assured that they have never en. 
trenche'd on the concerns of a mistress of a family." — '^ I 
know it, I am isre of it (I replied ;) and childish amuse- 
O 2 
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ments please me more in tbia way, than the laboan of 
men." 

" Still there is one tlupg here (I continoed) which I can- 
not conceire, winch is, that though a place am differeot Tun 
what it was, c^ nerer.han been altered to its present stats 
but bj gr«at care and cvltsre, yet I can no where ffiscDver 
tiie least trace of cnltiTation, Ereiy thing is verdant, fresh, 
and Tigorons, and the hand of tiie gardener is no where to be 
discerned: nothing cootradicts the idea of a desert island, 
wiiich struck me at my first entrance, and I cannot perceive 
, any footsteps <rf men," — *' O, (said M. Wolmar,) it is be. 
caaie they haTe ta^eo great palos to efface then. I hare 
been frequently witness to, and sometimes an accomplice in 
this roguery. They sow all tile cultivated spots with grass, 
which piegeatly hides all- appearance of culture. In the 
winter, they cover .all the dry and barren spots with some 
lays of mumre.; tiie manure eats up the moss, rerives the 
grass and theplanta; the- trees themselves do not fare tin 
worse, and-^ the suminev there U nothing of it to be seen. 
With regard to the moss which covers some of the walks. 
Lord B — >-■ sent as the secret of making it grow from En. 
gland. TheM two sides Che continued) were inclosed wlt]i 
walls ; the walls bare been covered, not with hedges, but 
with thick trees, which make the boundaries of the place 
appear like the beginning of a wood. The two other sides 
are secured by strimg thickset hedges, well stocked with ma- 
ple, bawthorne, holy-oak, privet, and other small trees, 
which destroy the appearance of the hedges, and make them 
look mi;ire like coppice-,woods. You see nothing herein an 
exact row, nothing level : the line never entered tiiis place ; 
natare. plants nothing by the line ; the affected irregularity 
of the winding walks is managed with arl^ in order to pro. 
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loag the walk, to hide thebonndBriesofthe Idand, and to 
enlarge in appearance, witlont making inconTcnieiit and too 
freqoent turnings*." 

Upon considering the whole, I thongM it somewhat eztn. 
ordinary that they shonid tiSce so much pains' to conceal the 
labour they had been at ; would it not hare been better to 
have taken no such pains ! ** Not withstui ding all we hare 
told you, (replied Eloisay) yon judge of the labour from its 
effect, and you dedeiye .yourself, Alt that you See are wild 
and vigorous plants, which need only to be put into the earth, 
and which afterwards spring up- of themselTes, Besides, 
nature seems desirous of hiding Iier real charms from the sight 
of men, because they are too little sensible of them, and 
disfigure them when they are within their reach ; she flies 
from public places ] it is In the tops of mountains, in the 
midst of forests, in desert islands, that she displays her most 
afiecfing charms. They who are in lore with ber, and can* 
not go so far in pursuit of her, -are forced to do herTiolence, 
by obliging her, in some measure, to cone and dwell wltii 
them; andall this cannot be effected without some degree of 
Illusion," 

At theu words, I was struck with an idea which madetbem 
laugh. "- 1 «m supposing to myself (s^dl) some rich m'aa 
to be master of this house, and- to bring an arcUtect who is 
{Mid an entraTt^ant price for spoiling nature. With what dis. 
dktn would he enter this plain «nd simple spot ! With wlu^ 
contempt would he order these ragged plants to be torn up 1 

What fine lines he would draw! What fine walks 

be would cut ! What fine geeseJeet, what fine trees 

in the sh^pe of umbrellas and fans be would make] What 

* Like those &shionable little woods, so ridiculously twisted, 
that you are obliged to walk in a zigzag manner, and to make a 
piiwellt at every step. 
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fine I rbovr-iroik— nicely cat oqt ! Whkt beuitUnl gntu 
plats of fine Engliih tarf, round, iqauej iloi^g, oval ! 
Wbat fine yew-trees cnt in the iliape of drmgoni, pagods, 
marmosetSj and all sorti of monitersl With what fine Taset 
of brass, with what fine fmit in atone he would decorate hii 
garden* 1"~** When he hoddone all this, (sddM.Wolmar,} 
be would hare made a very fine place, which wonld scarce 
ererbe frequented, and from whenpe one should always go 
wiA eagerness to enjoy the couatiy ; a disnal place, where 
nobody wonld walk, bnt only use it asa thoroughfare wlien 
tbey were setting out ; whereas, in my rural rambles, I ofteo 
make haste to return, that I may walk here. 

" I see notliing in those extensire grounds so lavishia^y 
ornunented, but the vani^ oT the proprietor and of tb* 
artist, who bdng eager to display, the one his riches and tbe 
odier his talents, only contribute, at a vast expence, to tire 
tiu»ewbo wonld enjoy their works. A false taste of grandeur, 
winch jru never designed for man, poisons all his pleasures. 
An air of greatness has always something melanclioly in it ; 
it leads us to con»der the wretdiedness of those wbo affect it. 
In the midst of tbese graas-plats and fine walks, the Uttle 
individnal does not grow greater | a tree twenty feet high 
will shelter bim as well as one of six^f ; he never occupies 

* 1 am persuaded, that some time hence gardens will be fur- 
nished with Qotbing bekngiug to the country ; neither j^nts nor 
trees will beisuffeied to grow in tbrai : we shall see nothing but 
China flowers, baboons, arboui>work, gravel of all coloured and 
fine vases with nothing in them. 

t He might have enta^d on the bad lasl^ of kipping trees in 
such a ridiculous manner, to make them sboot into ihe clouds, 
by taking offtheir fine tops,by draining the tap, and preventing 
tbeir tbriviag. This method, it is true, supplies the gardeners 
with wood, but it robs the kingdom of it, which is not oveistockad 
already. One wouU imagine that nature was difiennt in Fiancft 
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a (pace of moTe thui three feet, sndj in the midst of his im- 
menae possessioDg, is lost like a poor worm. 

<* There U soother tute directly opporite to this, and still 
more ridicnloDS, because it does not allow ns the pleasure of 
walking, for which gardens were intended," — " lunderttand 
yon (uid I) ; you allude to those petty TirtuoBi, who die 
away at the sight of a rsniiDCula, and &1] prmtrate before a 
tnlip." Hereupon, my Lord, I gave them an accoant of 
what happened to me formerly at London, in the flower- 
garden into which we were introdnced with so much cere- 
mony, and where we saw all tin treasurei of Holland dis< 
played with so mach lustre npon fonr beds of dung. I did 
not forget the ceremony of the nmfarella and the little rod 
with which they hoDonred me, gnworthy as I wasj as well 
- as the rest of the spectators. Imodestly acknowledgedbow, by 
endeavouring to appear a virtuoso in my turn, and venturing 
to bll in ecstasies at the sight of a tnlip which seemed to be 
of a fine shape, and of a lively colonr, I was mocked, 
hooted at, and hissed by all the conncrinenrs, and how the 
florist, who despised the flower, despised ita panegyrist like, 
wise to that degree, that ho did not even deign to look at me 
all the time we were together. I added, that I supposed he 
highly r^retted hanng prostitiited his rod and umbrella on 
one so unworthy." 

" This taste, (said H. Wolmar,) when it degenerates into 
a passion, has somethbg idle and little ia it, which rmders 
it puerile, and ridiculously expensive. Ttte other, at least, 
is noble, grand, and hts something real in it. But what is 

from what it ie in any other part of the world, thej take so much 
pains to disfigure her. The paries are planted with nothing but 
long poles ; they are like so many forests of masts, and you walk 
in the midst of woods without finding any slielter. 
04 
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the Tdne of a curioas root, which an insect gnaws or spoils 
|)erhapg as soon as it is purchased, or of a flower whii^ is 
beautiful at noon-day, and fades belbre sniuset ; wliat aig. 

. nifiea a mere imaginary beauty, which is only obrions to the 
: eyes of Tirtuosi, and which is a l>Bauty only because they will 
bare it to be bo f The time will come when they will require 
di&rent kinds of beauty in flowers from that winch they seek 
after at preswit, and with as good reason ; then you will be 
the coanoissear in yoar tarn, and your virtnoso will appear 

. igBorant. All these tijfling. attentions, which degenerate into 
a kind of study, .are unbeeoming a rational being, who would 
keep his bodji in.modeivte exercise, or relieTe his mind by 
annising himself ia a walk' with his friends. Flowers were 
made to delight our «yeB as we pass along, and not to be so 

- curieiisly anitomized*. See tbc tjueen of them shine in eToiy 

. part.of ,the orchard : it perfumes the ur, it ravishes the eyes, 
and costs neither care nor cultate. It is for tiiid reason that 
■ florists desphe it; nature has ftiade^it so lorely, that they 
cancnot^add.tojt any borrowed beauty, and as they cannot 
{ihgae themseWes with cultiratiBg it, they find nothing in it 

.wh]cl)[$Btterstheii'fanGy. The misteke of your pretenders 
to teste Js,< thattheyare.desirous.of introducing art in every 
4}uDg, and arq never satisfied nnl^s the art appears : whereas 
true taste cotsists in coiiceaBng it, especially when it concerns 
any of the works of nature. To what ynrpose ue those 
atnight . graveLv^alks which we ;tbeet with continually ; and 
those stars, which. are so far from making a. park appear 
,more ext^uife totlie.iiew, aSris commonly supposed, timt 

• The sagacious Wolmar had not sufficientiy reflected. Was 
he, who was so skilfiil in judging of men, so bad a judge of na- 
ture? Did he not know that if the Author of Nature displays bis 
greatuess in great things, he appears still greater in those which 
are tlie least i 
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tbey only cotitribate awkwardly to diKorer its boondarin ! 
So you ever see .fine gimrel id woods, or it that kind of giKtel 
fotter to tbe te«t thao moss or down ?. Data nature constantly 
make use of the square or mie i Are tbey afraid lest she 
should be visible in some spots, notwithstanding tdl their care 
to disfignto ber ? On the whole, it is droll enongh to see them 
affect to walk in a sbalght line, that they may sooner reach 
&e end, as if tiiej were tired of walking before they hare 
well began. Would not one imagine, by their taking the 
diortMt cu^ that they were going a journey Instead of a 
walk. Kid that they were in a hurry to get out as soon as 
they come in ? 

" How will a man of taste act, who lives to relish life, 
who kBOws how to Mijay himself^ wko pursues real md sim- 
ple pleasures, and Mho is incUned to make a walk before Us 
house i He will make it so convenient and agreeable, that 
he may enjoy it every honr of the day, and yet so natnr^ 
and uBiple, timt it will seem as if be had done nothing; He 
will introdnce water, and wUl make the walk verdant, cool, 
and shady ; for nature herself unites these properties. He 
witl bestow no attention on symmetry, which is the baae of 
nature and variety, and the walks of gardens in general are 
so like each other, that we always fancy ourselves in Qi9 
same. He will make the ground smooth, in order to walk 
more conveniently ; but the two sides of his walks will not be 
exactly parallel ; their dirnrtion will not always be recti- 
lineal ; they will be somewhat irregular, like the steps of an 
iodirient man, who saunters in his walk ; he will not be 
antions about opening distant perspectives. The taste for 
perspective and distant views proceeds from the disposition of 
men in general, who are never satisfied with the place where 
they are. They are always deurous of what is distant from 
them, and the artist who cannot make tiiem coutrated with 
O S 
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the olijects aroond them, flies to this reiouce to omuie (hem : 
but inch a man u I ipeak of, is under no Mich inqtiehides, 
and when he b agieeably fixed, he does not desfre to be else- 
where. Here, for eunipte, we luTe bo ptospect, and we 
are very well satisfied without anj. W« are willing to tJiink 
that all the charms of Datsre are inclosed bpre, and I shonld 
be Tery mnch afnud ieat a distant tIbw should tde eV a good 
deal of the beui^ from this walk*. Certainly, he who wonid 
not choose to pass his days in this simple aod plenant phce' 
is not roaster of trne taste, or of a Tigoroas tniBd. I confess 
that one ought not to make a parade of brinfiog strangers 
hither ; bnt then we can enjoj' it ouyelveoj withoot showing 
it to any one." 

" Sir, (said I,) those rich peo[Ae who hare nch fine 
gardens, hare Tery good reasons for not choosing to w^k 
alone, or to be in company with theraselTes only : therefore, 
they are in the right to lay them out for the pleasore of 
others. Besides, I have seen gardens in China, made after 
your taste, and laid ovtwitk lomneh art, that the art was 

* 1 do not know whether there has ever been aa altempt to gtre 
a aUght curve to these long walks, that the eye may not be able 
to reach the end of the walk, and that the ojipoiite extremity oi ay 
be hid from the spectator. It is true, the beauty of the prospects 
in perapeGlivc would be lost by tfaese meajis ; hut proprietors 
would feap one advantage which they generally pnze at a high 
rate, which is that of makiag their grounds more extensive in ap- 
pcatance ; and, in the midst of a starry plot thus bounded, one 
might think himself ia a vast park. lam persuaded that the walk 
K'ould be less tiresome, though more solitary ; for, wbateyer 
gives play to the imagination, excites ideas, and nourishes the 
mind : but gardeners are people who have no idea of these thingsi . 
Uow often, in a rural spot, would the pencil drop from their 
hands, as it did fromI« Nostre's in St. James's Park, if they knew 
like bimwhat gave life to nature, and interested the 1>eholdM 1 
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sot seen ; bat in sucb a costly manner, and kept up at sach 
a Ta«t expence, thatthatuoglekteadeftroTed all the pleasnre 
I had in vieiriDg them. There irere iwcks, grottos, and ar- 
tificial cascades, in lerel and saodj places, where there was 
nothing but spring-water ; Hwre were flowers and cnriods 
plants of all Ae climates in China and Tartar^, collected aod 
cultiTated in the suae soil. It is true, there were no fine 
walks or regular ooiDpartanents ; bnt yoa might see curiosities 
hei^ed togrtber witb profusion, which in nature are ontj' to 
be fonnd separate and scattered. Nature was there repre. 
seated under a thousand Tarious forms ; and yet the wfiole, 
taken together, was not natural. Here neither earth nor 
^ne are transplanted ; yon have neither pumps nor reser- 
voirs ; you have no occa^n for gieea-honsce, or stoves, or 
belUgbuaes, or stniw-beds. A plain spot of ground has been 
improved t^ a few simple ornaments. A few common herbs 
and trees, and a few purling streams, which flow without 
pomp or constraint, have contributed to Hnbellish it. It is 
an amusement which has cost little trouble, and the simpUdty 
of it ban additional pleasure to the beholder, I can conceive 
that tiiis place might be made still more agreeable, and yet be 
infinitely less pleasing to me. Such, for example, is Lord 
Cobham's celebrated park at Stowe. It consists of places 
extremely beautiful and picturesque, modelled after the 
fashion of different countries, and in which every thingi^ 
pears natnral exi^pt their conjunction, as in the gardens of 
China, which I jnst now mentioned. The proprietor wbo 
made this stately solitude, baa even erected ruins, temples, 
old buildings ; wd different ages, as well as difierent places, 
are coUected with more than mortal magnificence. This is 
the very thing I dislike. I would have the amusements of' 
nsankind carry an air of ease witb them which does not put 
one in mind of their weakness, and'^at while we admire 
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these cnrio^ies, odt itnagiaation nuy not be dUtnrbed by 
jeflecting on tke vast mm of thoaey and lahoor tbey 4)aT« 
cost. AreiTe'Botdefttiii^tatntableeBOi^b, witboatnaUui; 
our amasementi a fatigue i 

" I have but one oH^c^d (added I, laakjng at Eloisa,) 
to make to your £]f siam, but which ymi wifl probably iB^tA 
•f somt weight, which ii, that it Is a snperflDoas amttKbieiit. 
To what puFpow waiitto m^eaii&w'walk, when ym hard 
>Dch beautiful grores oa tke ndier ride of tiie houie, wkich 
you neglect i" — " That is .true, (said she, sontewbat discoo- 
cerfedj) hot I like ttali better." — " If you had tilorottgfa^y 
reSected on the propriety of yosr qneition before you had 
made it, (sajdH. Wolmar, intemii}tingni,)it might bfe im- 
pated to yon as more than an indiscretion. My wifehasnevef' 
set her foot in tbow grwes siace Ae bas been married. I 
know the TMftDn, (bougli she bis always kept it a secret from 
me. Yon, wlio are no stranger to it, leam to respect A« 
spot where you are ; it has been planted by tke hands of 
Tiriue.". 

I bad acarce received this JQst reprimand, when die little 
family, led by Fanny, came in, as we were going e«t. These 
Ibree Lovely children ran and embraced their parcVts ; I like- 
wise Bbated their little caresses.. Elf^sa and } returned Into 
Elysium, to take a little Inrb With tliem ; and afterwards 
went to join M. Wolmar, who was taHtiag to -soap work- 
men. In our way, she told me, that Bbe no sooner became 
ft nether, tiian ait idea struck into ker mind, with respect to 
that w^c, wUch increased her zeal for embelSshi^ tt. " I 
had ao eye (said sbe) to the health and annsement of my 
children as they grew np. It requires more care than labour 
to koe[i np tUs place ; it is more essential to give a certain 
tvra to the branches of the ptents, than to dig aad cultitnte 
the ground : I intendoae day to make gnrdenen ot my Uttle 
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ones ; they Kball hftve soffiraent exercise to strengtiien their 
CoDBtltution, and tiot enough to enfeeble it. Besides, what 
fa too much ftV their age shall be done by others, and they 
shall conlinetbeiiisdTes to snchliftleworks^ may amnse them. 
1 cUnot deicribe (said she) what pleasure I enjoy in ima- 
finins my iQfontS busy in returning those little attentions 
which I now bestow oo them with such satisfaction, and the 
joy of which their tender hearts wilt be susceptible, when they 
■ee tbcnr mother walking with delight under the shades which 
liaT« been formed by their own hands. In truth, my friend, 
{said Abe,) with an Meeting tone, time thus spent ii an ein- 
blem of the felicity of the next world ; dndit was Uot without 
reason, that, reflecting on these scenes, I christened this 
place before-hand by the name of Elysium." My Lord, this 
incompantUe woman is as amiable in the character of a mo- 
ther as in that of a wiie, a frienU, a daughter ; and to the 
cbemal 'ponisbmenl of my soul, she was thiis lovely when my 
taiRtreu, 

: Transported with this delightful place, I entreated tfaem in 
the erebing to consent that, during my stay, Fanny should 
cotnist me with her key, and ratnsign to me the office of 
feeding ibs bbds. Bloisa iiumediately sent a sack of grain to 
ny ehunber, and gare me her own key.' i cannot tell for 
trhat reason, but I accepted it with a kind of concern, and it 
Memed as if Bf . Wolmar's would have been more acceptable 
tome. 

In tilie morning, I rose early, and, with all the eagerness 
of a chad, went to lock myself In the desart island. What 
agreeable ideas did I hope to carry with me Into that solitary 
place, where the mild aspect of nature alone was sufficient to 
banish from my remembrance all that new.coined system 
which had tnade me so nuserable ! All the objects around me 
irill Ik the work of her whom I adored. In erery thing 
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abont me I shall behold her image ; I shall see nothing which 
her haod has not touched ; I shall kiss the flowers which htre 
been her carpet ; I shall inhale, with the morning dew, th^ 
air which she has breathed ; the taste she has displayed ia her 
omagemeiits will bring all her charms present to my imagi- 
nation, and in every thing she will appear the Eloisa of 
my soul. 

As I entered Elysium with this temper of mind, I suddenly 
recollected the last word which M. Wolmar said to me yes. 
terday very near the same spot. The recollection of that 
■ingle word instaatly changed my whole frame of mind. I 
thought that I beheld the image of nrtue, where I expected 
to find that of pleaiore. That image intruded npon my imagi» 
nation with the charms of Mrs. Wolmar, and for the first 
time since my return, I saw Eloisa in her absence ; not such 
as rile appeared to me formerly, and as I still love to repre. 
sent her, bnt snch as she appears to my eyes every day. My, 
Lord, t imagined tliat I beheld that amiable, that charie, 
that Tirtaons woman, in the midst of the train which snr> 
rounded her yesterday. I saw those three lovely children, 
those honourable and precious pledges of conjngal union and 
tender Mendship, play about her, and give and receive ft 
thMuand affecting embraces. At her side I beheld the grare 
Wolmar, that husband bo beloved, so happy, and so worthy 
of felicity. I imagined that I could perceive his judiciomi 
and penetrating eye pierce to the very bottom of my soul, 
and make ma blush again ; I fancied tliat I lieard ium ntter. 
reproaches which I too well deserved, and repeat lectures 
which I had attended in vain. Last in her train I saw Fanuy 
Regnard, a lively instance of the trinmph of virtue and ho. 
manity over the most ardent passion. Ah 1 what gni'ty 
thought could reach so far as her, through such an imper. 
rious guard 1 With what indignation I suppressed the shame- 
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fut transports of a crimlosl, and scarce eztingui§hed posaion, 
and how I sliauld have despised myself had I contaminated 
such a ravishiiig scene of honoar and innocence with a single 
sigh, I recalled to mind the reflectioni she made as we were 
going out ; then my ima^^ination attending her into that 
futurity on which ihe delights to contemplate, I saw thai 
affectionate mother wipe the sweat from her children's fore, 
heads, kiss their ruddy cheeks, and devote that heart, which 
was formed for love, to the most tender sentiments of natnre. 
There was nothing, eren to the very name of Elysium, but 
what contribated to rectify my rambling imagination, juid to 
inspire my sonl with a calm far preferable to the agitation of 
the most seductire passions. The word Elysium seemed to 
me an emblem of the pnrity of her mind who adopted it ; ami - 
I concluded that she would never have mode choice of that 
lutDie, hod she been tonoented witiH a troubled conscieBce. 
** Peace (said I) reigns in the inmost recesses of her soul, aa 
in this asylnn which she baa named." 

I proposed to myself an agreeable rererie, and my re- 
flections there were more agreeable even than I ev:pected. 
I passed two boars in Elysium, which were net inferior to 
any time I erer spent. In observing with what rapidity and 
delight they passed away, I perceived that there was a kind 
of felicity in meditating on honest reflections, which tha 
wicked never know, and which consists in being pleased with 
one's self. If we were to reflect oa this without pr^udice, 
I do not know any other pleasure con equal it, I percetTe^ 
at least, that one who lores solitade, as I do, ought to be 
extremely cautions not to do any thing which may make it 
tormenting. Perhaps these principles may lead us to dis- 
cover thespriogof the ftlso judgment of mankind with regard 
to vice and virtue ; for the eiyoyment of rirtne is alt internal^ 
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and IB OjHy perceired bf Hm who fears it : bat all the Rdran- 
tiiges of vice strike the imagination of otherB, and oa\y he who 
has purchased them knows what the; CobU 

& a ciiwctin P interna affanno 
Si legeue in fronte tcritto, 
Quantimai, cht inndiafanno 
Cifartbberropieta* f , 

The achiag heart and soiiling; face 

Thus may our envymove. 
Which, did we know the wretched's case, 

WouU our compassion prove. 

As it grew late before I perceited it, M. Wolmar came 
to join me, and acquaint me that Eloisa and tbe tea waited 
for lue. " It is jon yonrselTei (said I, making aa apology,) 
iriio prevented my comiog sooner : I was bo delighted with 
the erening I spent yesterday, that I went thither again to 
enjoy this morning ; luckily tbra« is no harm done, and as 
you hare waitied for me, my mofiting is not lost." — " That 
is true (sdd M, Wolmar) ; it would be better to wait till 
Doon, than loce the pleasnre of breakfasting together. Stran- 

* H« migtit have added tbe conclusion, which is very fine, and 
as apposite to the subject : 



Anno in seno, e (i reduce 
JSelparere a noifeliei 
Ogni lorfeUciia, 

So when, reduc'd or beat with years, 
Poor mortals sigb for rest, 

Each, wretched as he yet appears, 
Witir somettiing stUI is blest* 
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gers are never admitted into my room in the momiDg, but 
breakfast in their own. Breakfast b the repast of iatima^es, 
serrants are excladed, and impertinents never appear at that 
time ; we then declare all we think, vre reveal all our secrets, 
we disguise none of our sentiments ; we can then enjoy the 
delights of intimacy and confidence, without indiscretion. 
It is almost the only time in which we are allowed to appear 
what we really are : why cannot it last the day through !" — ■ 
Ah Eloisa! (I was ready to say,) this is an interesting wish ! 
but I was silent. The first thing I learnt to suppress with 
my love, was flattery. To praise people to their face is but 
to tax them with vanity. ' Yon know, my Lord, whether 
Mrs. Wolmar deserves this reproach. No ; I respect her 
too much, not to respect her silence. Is it not a sufficient 
commendation of tier, to listen to her, and observe her 
conduct ? ■ . 



LETTER CXXXI. 
FROM MRS. WOLMAR TO MRS. ORBE. 

It is decreed, my dear friend, that you are on all occasions 
to be my protectress against myself, and that after having 
delivered me from the snares which my afftctions laid for me, 
yon are yet to rescue me from those which reason spreads to 
entrap me. After so many cruel instances, I have learned 
to guard against mistakes, as much as against my passions, 
which are frequently the cause of them. Why had I not the 
same precaution always ! If in time past I had relied less on 
the light of my own understanding, I should have had less 
reason to blush at my sentiments. 

Do not be alarmed at this preamble. I should be un- 
worthy your friendship, tf I was still under a necessity of 
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conioldng yon upon dianud subjects. Guilt wu atnays a 
■tTRDger to my beart, and I dare believe it to be mare ^tant 
from me now than ever. Therefore, Clara, attend to me 
patiently, and believe that I shall never need your adrice Id 
diiGculties which honour alone can resolve. 

During these six years which I have lived with M. Wolmar 
in the most perfect union which can subsist between a nar. 
ried couple, you know that he never talked to me either 
about his family, or himself; and that havingjeceived him 
from a father as solicitous for hts daughter's h^^iness as 
jealous of the honour of fais family, I never expressed any 
eagerness to know more of his concerns thui he thought pro- 
per to communicate. Satisfied with bebg indebted to him 
for my honour, my repose, my reason, my childr«i, and 
all that can render me estimable in my own eyes, besides the 
life of him who gave me being, I was convinced that the 
particulars concemli^ him, to which I was a stranger, would 
not falsify what I knew of him, and there was no occarion 
for my knowing more, in order to love, esteem, and honour 
him, ai much as possible. 

This morning at breakfast he proposed onr talung a Uttlo 
walk before the heat of the day came on ; then, under a pre- 
tence of not going tiirongh the country iu a morning disha. 
bille, as he said, he led us into the woods, and exactly into 
that wood where all the misfortunes of my life commenced. 
As I approached that fatal spot, I felt a violent iMdpitation of 
heart, and should have refused to have gone io, if shame had 
not checked me, and if the recollection of a word which 
dropped the other day in Elysiam had not made me dread 
the interpretations which might have been passed on such a 
refusal. I do not know whether the philosopher was mor« 
composed ; but some time a/ter, having cast my eyes upon 
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fcim by chance, I toaaA his conntenance pale and altered, and 
I cannot ezpreBS to yoxt the aneauness it gave me. 

On entering into tiie wood, I perceived my husband cftst 
a glance tewardi me, and imile. He sat down between lu, 
and after s moment's- pause, taking ns both hy the hand, 
** Hy dear children, (said he,) I begin to perceire that my 
schemea will not fae frnitleSs, and that we three may be con- 
nected by a lasting attachment, enable of promoting our 
common good, and procnring me some comfort to alleriate 
the troubles of approaching old age ; but I am better ac 
quaintcd with you two than yon are with me ; it b but jnst 
to make every thing equal among us, and though 1 have no- 
thing very interesting to impart, yet as yon have no Eec|eti 
hidden from me, I will have none concealed from yoo," 

He then revealed to us the mystery of his birth, which had 
hitherto been known to no one but my father, VHiea you 
are acquainted with it, you will imagine what great temper 
and moderation a man must be master of, who was able to 
conceal such a secret from his wife during six years ; but it 
is no pain to him to keep such a secret, and he thinks too 
■lightly of it, to be obliged to exert any vast efforts to con- 
ceal it. 

" I will not detun yon (said he) with relating the occar- 
rencei of my life. It is of less importance to you to be ac. 
qoainted with my adventures than with my character. The 
former are simple in their nature like the latter ; and when 
yon know what I am, you will easily imagine what I was 
capable of doing. My mind is naturally crim, and my 
tfiections temperate. I am one of those men whom petite 
think they reproach when they call them insensible j tiiat is, 
when they upbraid them with haTing no passion which may 
impol tiiem to swerve from the true direction of human 
nature. Being but little susceptibte of {Measure or grief, I 
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receive but faint impressions from those intere^tiiigseiitiiDenls 
of humanity, nhich make the affecfiions of others Qur own. 
If I feel nneasiaeBS when I see the worthy in distiesi,* it is 
not without reason that my compassion is moved, for wiieu I 
see the wicked suffer, I have no pity for tltem.; My ouly 
active principle is a natural love of order, and theconCntraicfl 
of the accidents of fortuue, with the conduct of m«idund well 
combined together, pleases me exactly like beautiful sym. 
metry in a pictnre, or like a piec« well represented on the 
stage. If I have any ruling passioD, it is that of obserration : 
I love to read the hearts of mankind. As my own seldom 
misleads me, as I make my observations with a disinterested 
and dispassionate temper, and as I have ac^aired some saga- 
city by long experience, I am seldom deceived in my judg- 
ment ; this advantage, therefore, is the only recompence 
which self-love receives from my constant stages : for I am 
Dot food of acting a part, but only of ob^rviug others. 
Society is agreeable to me for the sake of coutem|^tiMi, aod 
not as a member of it. If I could alter the nature of my 
being, and become a living eye, I woald willingly make the 
exchange. Therefore, my indifference about mankind does 
not make me independent of them ; without being soUdtovs 
to be seen, I want to see them, and though they are not dear 
to me, they are necessary. 

" The two lirst characters Jo society which I had fOt op- 
portunity of observing, were courtiers and valets ; two orders 
of men who differ more in appearance then fact, bnt so Uttle 
worthy of being attended to, and so easily read, thati wu 
tired of them at first sight. By quitting the court, wixn 
e*ery thing is presently seen, I secured myself, wiUiont 
knowing it, from the danger which threatened me, and which 
I should not have escaped. I changed my name, and baviiig 
a desire to be acquainted with military men, I solicited ad> 
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minisn into the serrice of a foreign prince ; it vbs there 
that I had the bappinns of being nseful to yoar father, who 
ms impelled by desp^r for baring killed his friend, to expose 
hiiBself nulilf and 'contrary to his duty. The grateful and 
BDSceptib^ heart ot a brave ofScer began then to give me a 
better opinion of human nature. He attached himself to me 
with that cealous friendship which it was impossible for me 
not tB'retutn, and from that time we formed connections 
which have erery day grown stronger. I discovered in this 
new state of my' mind, that interest is not always, as I had 
supposed, the sole motive which influences haman conduct, 
and that atnong the crowd of prejudices which are opporite 
to vhrtne, there Are some likewise which are favourable to it. 
I found that the general character of mankind was founded 
on a kind of self-love indifferent in itself, and either good or 
bad according to the accidents which modify it, and which 
depend on cnstomsi laws, rank, fortune, and every circum- 
stance relative to hnman policy. I, tbertfore, indulged my 
inclination, and despising the Tain notions of worldly condi. 
tion, I Bnccetsirely threw myself into all the different situa- 
tions in life, which might enable me to compare them toge- 
ther, and knoir one by the other. I perceived, as yon have 
obserted In one of your letters, fsaid he to St. Preux,) that 
we see nothing if we rest satisfied with' looking on ; that we 
onghttoactourselves in order to judge of men's actions; and 
I made myself an' ador, to qualify myself for a spectator. 
We can always lower ourselves with ease ; and I stooped to 
a variety of sitvations which no man of my station ever con* 
descended to. I even became a peasant, and when Eloisa 
made me her gardener, she did not find me such a novice in 
the bntidesB ai she might liare expected. 

"' Besides guntog ^ tiiorongh knowledge of mankind, 
nUdb faidolebt pUlosophy only att^ns in- appearance, 1 
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found KnotlwF advuitage, which I never esp«cted. Thb wu 
the oi^rtanit7 it afforded me of iraproTing, by un utiTC 
life, that love of order I derived from natnie, and of ac- 
quiring a new relish for Tirtne, by the pleuare of contribo. 
ting towards it. This sentiment made me leu apecBlatire, 
nttacbed me Bomewliat more to nyielf, and from a natnr^ 
consequence of tliis progress, I perceired tliat I was alone. 
Solitude, which was always tiresome to me, became ludeons, 
and I could not hope to esc^ie it long. Tlwngii I did not 
grow lees dispassionate, I fonnd ihe want tof some connec- 
tion ; the idea of decay, without any one to comfort me, 
afflicted me by anticipation, and for the &rst time in my life, 
I eiperienced melancholy and uneasiness. I communicated 
my troubles to the Baron d'Etange, " Yon mnst not (said 
' he) grow an old batchelor, I myself, after having tired in. 
dependent as it were, in a stale of matrimony^ find that Z 
have a desire of returning to the duties of a husband and a 
fotber, and I am going to repose myself in the midst of my 
family. It depends on yonrself to make my ftmily your 
own, and to supply the place of the son whom I liave lost. 
I have ^n only daughter to marry ; she is not destitnte of 
merit; sheluu a sensibility of mind, and the love of her duty 
makes her love every thing relative to it. Site is neither a 
beautynora prodigy of understanding: but come and see 
her, and believe me, that if she does not affect yon, no wo» 
man will ever makean impression on yon.*' I came; I saw 
yon, Eloisa; and found that your father had reported mo- 
destly of you. Your transports, the tears of joy yon slied 
when you embraced him, gave me the first, or rather the 
only emotion I ever ezperiencedinmy life. If the impression 
was slight, it was the only one I felt, and our sensations nre 
strong only In proportion to those which oppose them. Three 
year* absbice made no change in my inclioatlow, I iraa 
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no stranger to the state of jovn on mj retain, and on thia 
occasion I must make yon ft return for the confession which 
has cost you so dear ."-^— Judge, my dear Clara, with what 
extraordinary surprise I learnt that all my secrets hod been 
discoTerrd to him before our marriage, and that he had wed- 
ded me, knowing me to be the property of another. 

" This conduct (continned M. Wolmar) was unpardon- 
able. I D&ended against delicacy ; I sinned against pru- 
dence; I exposed your honour and my own; X should hare . 
been apprehensive of plunging you and myself into irretnere- 
able calamities; but I loved you, and 1 1 oTed nothing but 
you. Erery thing else was indifferent to me. How is It 
possible to restrain a passion, be it erer so weak, when it has 
no connterpoise ? This is the inconTenience of calm and dik 
passionate tempers. 'Every thing goes right while their in- 
sensibility secures them from temptations ; but if one happens 
to touch them, they are conquered as soon as they are Bt> 
tacked, and reason, which governs while she siv ays alone, hu 
no power to resist the slightest effort. I was tempted but 
once, and I gave way to it. If the intoxication of any 
other passion had rendered me wavering, I should have fal- 
len, every false step I took ; none but spirited sonls are able 
to struggle and conquer. AU great efforts, all sublime ac- 
tions, are their province; cool reason never achieved any 
thing lUnstrions, and we can only tiinmph over our passions 
by opposing one agunst another. When virtue guns the as. 
cendancy, she reigns alone, and keeps all in due poise ; this 
forms the true philosopher, who is as much exposed to the 
assaults of passion as another, but who alone is c^utble of 
flubdning them by thdr own force, as a [dlot steers through 
adverse winds, 

" Yon find that I do not attempt to extenuate my l^ult ; 
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had It been one, I should infallibly have committed it; bnt I 
knew yon, Eloina, and w&b guilty of none when I married 
you, I perceired that all my pro^jpect of happiness de- 
pended on you alone, and that if any one was capable of 
making yon h^py, it was myaetf. I knew that peace aad 
intmcence were essential to your mind, that the uSectiim 
with' which it was pre-eogaged could not afford tbein, and 
that nothing conld baaish love but the hprror of guilt. I 
saw that your soul laboured under an oppression which it 
could not shake off but by some new struggle, and that to 
make yon sensible how Taluable you still were, was the only 
way to render you truly estimable. 

" Yonrheartwas formtd for love; I, therefoce, slighted 
the disproportion of age, which excluded me from a right of 
pretending to that affection, which he who was the object of 
it could not enjoy, and which it was impossible to obtain for 
any other. On the contrary, finding my life half spent,, and 
that I had been susceptible but of a single impressioa, I 
concluded that it w-ould be lasting, and I pleased myself with 
the,thoughts of preseiring it the rest of my days. In all my 
tedious searches, I found nothing so estimable as yourself ; 
I thought that what you conld not affect, oo one in the world 
conld accomplish ; I rentured to rely on yonr .Tirtne, and I 
married yon. The secrecy yon observe^ did; not snrpriia 
me: I knew the reason, and from your pmdent conduet I 
gaessed how long it wonld last. Froma repirdto.yon, J go. 
pied your reserve, and I would not deprive you of the hoi. 
nonr of one day making me a confession, which I plainly pei- 
ceired was at your fongne's end every intomte. I have not 
been deceived in any particular ; yon have folly answered all 
I expectedfrom you. When I made choice of a wife^ I 
desired to find in her an amiable, discreet, and happy compa. 
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i9m. The trtt two reqntiiies likte be«& -sStaliled.' I ' 
fat^, m^ dear, thdt we 4Mt not be dinppiohited of ther 
llifd." 

AttbMC wordi, in apHe of Kit my endeiTottn not -to Inter, 
npt liim by my tMfs, I conld iM foi^benr throwing myMtf 
i^Mifld hia neiA, KDd crying tfM, " O my detar husbandl Ot 
t]iOn belt and most 'an)iftble<tfinen! teH me what is wm'Uirg. 
to complete my bappbiess, bat to promote year felldty, s&& 
tobemtwedeserring?"— " Yon are irt happy as yon csn be, 
(flMhe, hiterrup&ig me) ; ym deierreto be so; btitlt iif 
time to enjoy 6tat feSc^ in peace, ifbitA has hitherto cobt 
yon such fast pains. Kytmr fidelity h^ been all I reqntreA,- 
- that wonld hare been insnred the moment yon made m« the 

promise ; Z wanted, moreover, to make it easy mltd agreoMe' . 
, toyoa, and^we hare both labovreS to fhia end in concert, 
widkottt cotmnnnicftting otfr views to i^ other. Eloisa, w^ 
haTesiicGeededbetterfhaayou'imBgiae,pierbapa. The only' 
fault T find hi yon if, tliat ytxi -do nbt renune ftat cbnfidnce' 
which ' you hxre a right -to -repose" iti yoorxelfy and thstyon- 
undeTralne yonr own wer^tl Extreme diffidence is aa dia. 
geroui as excessin confidenc*^. As' 6mt rasfrneis' irtilch' ' 
-prompts nt to attempts beyontt OUT stren^h reisers onr- 
pawet ineflfeetnal, to thAtldHfli^ ifVb^ptmvatsjia Irom 
relying on ourselves, renders -it'QselMs'. Tnie^prudence cotk 
slstsiB being Ihuiuugh ly acqnrinted' with tlie measure of Our 
own power, -ami -acting up >t6'if. foti hare acqtilred ait 
Aicredse ot- strength by dlanging your' liondititni. Yon ar« 
no longer that unfortunate g!ri who bewailed the weakness' 
she indulged ; yon' are the most vitrtnodtt of women ; yon' 
a>^ boudttby no laws batthose ofhonour and duty ; and the 
only liAiH that can now be imputed to yon is, that yoa retain 
tOo Urely a senseof your former indiicretiotts. Instead of 
tUdng nproadhfnl premitions'sgUnst yourself, learn fo A^ 
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^nd upon fQureeir, and your coufideDce will increase your 
fttrengtb. -^Aauli that iajari<nM diffideqce, and think your-;, 
self happy .inharing made choice of an bonest man, atansge 
wluchb liable to impoutioa, and in haring entertained a loxer 
fonnerly, irhom yoa may iww eojoy as afriesd, eweu under 

. joor husband's eye. , I ms no sooner made acquainted witb 
your connectioos .than I judged of you by each ot^r. I per- 
ceired what enthusiastic delosion led - you astray ; it never 
operates but on susceptible minds; it sometimes ruins them, 
^ntitis by a charm which has power to seduce them alooe. 
I judged that the same turn of mind wluch formed your aMach- 
ment, would break it as soon as it became criminal, and 
that vice might find an entrauQe, but never take root hi such 
hearts as yours. . 

"J coi^ccived moreover, tbirt As copo^ctioa between yot>. 
oi){[ht not to 1>6 broken ; that there were so. many laudable 
drcgmstfnceg attending your mutual attachment, that it ought 
rather to be rectified than destroyed j and that neither of the 
two could forget the other, without diminishing their. owo 

'. ^orth. ■ I know that great struggtes only, served to indai^e, 
strong pasrions, and if violent efforts exercise themind^ th^y 
occasion such torments as by their coDtinuauce, might subdue 

. it. I took advant^e of Eltrisa's gentl^ess to moderate, ibe 
severity of her reflections. I nourished her friendship for 
you (said he to St. Prens) ; I banished all immoderate pas-, 
lion, and I believe that 1 havQ preserved you a greater share 
of her affections than she would have leltyou had I abaiidon- 
ed her entirety to hers^l^ '' , 

" My suc^sseucouragedme, andl determined to attempt 
your cure us I had accomplished hers; for I had an esteem 
for you, and notwithstanding the prejudices of vice, I hove 
■ Iwajs observed that every good end is to be obtained from 
(uBceptible mindS) [by means of confidence and sincerity.- I 
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sa^you; yon did nM deceive me ; yon will not decdve me; 
and thongh you are not yet what yon ought to be^ I fiad you 
more ImpToved thaa yon imagine, and I. am better satisfied 
with yon than yon are with yourself. I Vnow tbat my con. 
duct has an extravagant appear:ince, and is repugnant to the 
common received principles, Bnt toaxiaiij become less g^at- 
ral, in proportion as we are better ai^uainted with the human 
heart ; and Eloisa'B husband ought not to act lik^ common 
men. My dear children (said be, with a tone the more af. 
fecting as it eame from a dispassionate man), remain what 
you are, and we shall all be happy. Dan^r ccHiBists chiefly ' 
in opinion ; be not afraid of youraelves, and yOu will have 
nothing to apprehend; only think on tbe present, and I will 
answer for the fntnre. I cannot communicate any thing far. 
ther to-day, bnt if my schema succeed, and my hopes do 
not betray me, onr destiny will be better fulfilled, and 
you tob wUI'be much hapi^er than if you had enjoyed each 
otfcer." 

' As we rosej he embraced ns, and would have us likewiee 
embrace each other, on that spot — on that vety Spot wiiere 

formerly Clara, Omy dear Clara, how dearly have you 

ever loved me ! -I made no resistance. Alas ! how indiscreet 
would it have been to have made any ! This kiss was nothing 
like that which rendered the grove terrible to me. I silently 
congratulated myself, and I found that my heart was more 
changed than I had hitiierto ventured to ifta^ne. - - 

As we 'were walking towards home, my husband, taking 
me by the hand, stopped me, and showing me the wood we 
had jnst left, he said to me,. smiling, " Eloisa, be no longer 
afraid of this asylifm ; ' it has not been lately profaned." 
Yon will notbeliereme, consin, but I sircar that he has some 
Wpematoral gift of reading one's inmost thoughts: may 
Heaven continue it to him! — Having such reason to despise 
P4 
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njmtf, it b GcrtHBV to tliii art tlu^ I an ' indebted br ky 
indtdgianoe. 

You do not see yet any occuion I hare fDHfovr advice; 
[Mlieiic«, mj angel I I am cwaiog to ttutpsint; Iwt tlw . 
«onTerMtioa whick I bave related was necegaary to clear up 
what follows. 

On am return, my bnsbaiid, wjto bat loag been «Kpect«d 
at Gtttnga, told me that iw pnapteed g/atDK^lket to^oiorrow, 
tbnt b» should see you in hit way, and.Aathe sttould st^ 
ibere fi7ex>r sis days, Wi&oat B^iHg M I (hot^kt coa> 
oenung Bnch ui lUJiined jouriKy-, I teU.Um^tJuU I imagined 
the necessity wacnot so ittdisp«uableBS'ta<olilige M. WoL 
nar to i^Te hu gneit, whom he had liiasel/ .in'sited to> his 
hoose. " Would yon have me. (he lejdiMl). «a ceremony 
withhiBt, to remind him. that he is not at home? I Bm.lilLe 
the Valaisani for hospitali^. I hope he will findtiieir si^ 
ceritybare, and allow ni to uset^r freedoi^V; Puceiwig 
that he would not understand me, I took another metiiod, 
and endearonred to persoade ourguest to. fake the j^nTney 
with him. " You will find a spot (said I) wbich, has iti 
beauties, and mch as you are food of ; you wHLrialt my ^ 
trimooy, and that of myanoestorsj the interest y«i take is 
etery thing wluch concerns me, will notaUow me-to«iq)pei« 
that sncli a sight calnbe indifferent to yon." My aoHth wa| 

open to add, that the castle was like that of Lead B , — 

who .... bnt luckily I had time to bite my tengve. Ue 
answered me coolly, that I was ki the right, and tiat he 
would do as I pleased. But M. Wolmu^ who seemed deter- 
mined to drlre me to an extremity, replied. Out he diould do 
what was most i^reeable to himself, " Which do groa like 
best, to go or to stay ?"—»* To sUy," (sud he, without h«; 
sitating), " Well, stay then (rejob>ed my hvsbandj takiBg 
Umbytbehand): yoHai^aikcere.aodlWBettmaa, and I 
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«ii wttl pteued with tint decUiatiao." Ttwre was no rooni 
for nuit^dteia^B betiraea my husband and me, «id in tiw 
hearing of this third person. I was siknt, but c«idd aot 
cosrant my saeasheaa so well but uy hii^and perceired it. 
** What! (nidhe, withanair of discontent, St PrenzbdiB 
«ta little dgtance funa »,) shall I hare pleaded ytwir cause 
against jonrself in Tain, and will Mrs. Wolmar remain sa. 
tisfted widi a lirtne wfakk depends on o^KiTtanity i For my 
p«rt, I am mme aicc ; I wm be indebted for the flddity of 
my wifelo ber«ffection, aot to chance; and it is not enmgk 
that she is cwastant,' it wounds ^ly delicacy to tiiink that she 
, ^ould doobt her constancy." 

At length he took us ntotbe closet, vbere I WHS artremc3y 
, enrprieed to see him take from a drawer, along with tiie co* 
pisi of Borne of oitr fri«id's coriiespondeDcei, which I deli- ' 
vered to hkn, the very original letters which I thoagfit I 

had seen bttrned by B in my mother's roqm. *' H«^ 

(said he to ia«, showtegtbeintons] are the pledges of my ae. 
curity ;. if they deceive me, it woahl be a foUy to d^)end«B 
anything whteh concerns laman nature. I coniigii my wife 
md my hononr in clm-go to her, who, when single and se- 
duced, preferred an act of benerolence to a secure and pri- 
TaCe rendszyousL I tmit Eloiaa, now that she is a wife And 
a mod»r, tp Iiim, irilo, when Jm had it in his pow«r to gra- 
tify Us daires, yet knew h6w. to respect Eloisa when dngle> 
and a, fond girl. If. either of you think so meanly of youiw 
nlteSr OS to Suppose that I am in the wrong, say so, hnd I 
H^iwct this instaot." Consin, do yon think that one coKkd 
easily Tentnr* to make anfiwer to such a speech i 

Inerertheless soaght «i- opportunity, in the afternoon, of 

^teaklag with my hasbttnd in. prir^e, and without entering 

into reasons which I was Mot at liberty to urge, I only en. 

traated hioi to' pat off his jonmey for two days. My ro- 
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qaest was granted immediately, and I employ the tjine in 
■ending yon thia express, and wuting for your ansver, to 
know how I am (o act. 

. I know that I need bat desire my- hosband not to go at all, 
and he who never dented me any thing will not rernse me so 
slight afaro'ur. Bnt I perceirei my. dear, that lie taliea a 
{Measure in the confidence he reposes .in me, and I am afraid 
of foofeiting some sh^re of his esteem, if he sbmid suppose 
that 1 have occasion for more reserre than he aUows me. I 
know, likewise, that I need but speak .a word to St. Preux, 
and that he will accompany my liusband witiioat.bes'itation ; . 
bnt what will my husband think of the change; and can I- 
take such a step withffut preserving an air of authority over 
St. Pceux, which might seem to entitle him to soibe priviia- 
ges in his turn! Besides, 1 ami afraid, lest he shonkl ron. 
elude from this precantioa, that I find it abaolately necessary, 
andthisstep, whkch at first sight ^pears most «asy, is th* 
most dangerous perhaps at.tlie bottom. Upon the whtdcj 
however, I am. not ignorant that no cwisideratMin should bat 
put in competifion wiltr a real danger; but does this danger 
exist in fact i This is the very doobt which you must resolvs 
fajr me. 

The more I examine the present state of my mind, the 
more I find to encourage me. My heart ii spotless, my 
consdeuee calm ; I have no syraptoms of fear or uneasiaess f 
and wjth respect to every tlung which passes within me,^ my 
sincerity beCpre my husband costs me no trouble. Notbnt.- 
that' certain inTolnntary recollections sometimes occ^on: 
tender emotions, fn>m which I had rather be exempt ; but 
these recollections are so far from being produced by thesight 
of him who was the original conge of tliera, that they seem 
to be less frequent since his returU; ;and however agreeable 
it is to me to see him, yet I know not from what strange bHi. 
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nonr, !t is more a^eeable to me to think of him. In * 
word, I find that I do aot even reqaire the aid of virtae, in 
order to be composed in his presence, «nd, exclnslre of th« 
Iiorror of guilt, it vould bo Tery difficoU to retire those sen. 
timents which Tirtne has extinguished. 

' But is it sufficient, my dear, that my heart en con rages ine, 
%hen reason ought to alarm me? I hare forfeits the right of 
ilependtng on my ovn strength. Who will answer Uiat my 
confidence, eren now, is not an illaslbn of vice 7 How shall 
i rely on those sentiments which hare so often deceived nie ? 
Does not gutlt always spring from that pride which prompts 
us to despise temptation ; and when we defy those dangers 
irhlch hare occasioned odr fall, does it not show a dispoution 
to yield aguii to temptation ? 

Weigh all these circumstances, my dear Clara, you will 
find that though they maybe trifling in themseWes, they are 
of sufficient importance to merit attention, when yoii consider ' 
the object'they concern. Deliver me from the uncert«nty 
into wbich they have thrown me. Show me how I must be. 
liave En-this critical conjuncture ; for my past errors bayQ 
affected my judgment, and rendered me diffident iu deciding 
tipon-any thing. Whaterer yon may think of yourself, 
yonr mind, I am certidn, is tranquil And composed; objects 
present themselves to you such as they are; but in mine, 
which is agitated like a troubled sea, they are confounded 
and disfigured. I no' longer dare to depend upotf any tiling t 
«ee, or anything I feel, and, notwithstanding so many years 
repentance, I perceive, with concern, that (be weight of past 
bnihgs'isabnrtheii wemost bear to the end of our lives. 
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■ ANSWER. 

PoonEloisa! Wjf^ sonfpc'ti reason tp lire BteaH)*^^'- 
mentsfon continutUf create! AU Uif mUfortnpef cf^^irem 
thys?lfJOls^JlplIIfx!)^,^hef^^J<nlro9nInaIiID»t if,w 
point ft feiftiqj^ptjj'p)!. finly he^TkeBed tP the Teic« within 
yoq, tad yonf hevt <iUd but filence your Teuon, ycm wooM 
then, without pc.ru[i{e, trust to-tbat leenrit/ it iiupiits, ao4 
jau wpuld ^ot cttD«|imiii. y^utaeHy tg^nstQui t«itiiiMi(y of . 
^onr own heirt, ta dt«td a «Ui^^ which caa arise ooljr frciD 
thence. , - 

, I onderstitqd. yon, I perfectly nndentani 74U , EM«> ; 
being iqore cecuiv jn jroHneK than ypu pr^end to b«) fOH 
hare a iniAd to bunfale y aur&eU^ on accottnt of youc part 
bilinga, under « pretepce of pr«Tentuig new onei-; aqd-yoflr 
strnples ^renotep much pr«ca)|Utiam agsimt tb« futnre, a* 
apenanceyon ^npose niton yoaise% to atone, for thpii4iak 
cretion ifhich formerly raified yofr. Yon. compan Mie 
timeB! 40 yov e«oudeE?..Coii4»URSit)i^tion>.1ih:eiri>e,. aad 
Tpmenbec tbfit I fhen feffor/fd yon. fffr yonf cpnUance, M 
I now reprovQyou Jot y«ur d^^eoce, 

Yon-t^re mjgfafam, my dearji Ini^QVtnre do^Botalteriv 
*oou.. If vec9Bfpi:gctouT.«iliiatiou.foii. wantofreflectiao, 
we see it in Its tra« light 'wlun we.('k«pa^iut»coDfi4fr i^ 
andwecanitp note conceal front onT>eLT.Bit ana rirt^vea th>V 
onrTicpi. Yoor gentleneu. and derot^f) havie ^ftB ywt V 
tarn for humility. Mbtruit that dan^roni virtue, wbkh 
only excites tetUoTe, bymaking it centre in onepoint; uid 
be assured) that the noble Bin cerity of an upright mind u 
greatly preferable to tbepride of hnmillty. If modwation ii 
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UMtmity iaiAtAom, H U requisite, likewtae, iB.tb«3«i ptn, 
eauUoiH it snggesti, I«t ■ solidftvde ^ikh h reprcAlcIifDl to 
tirtne sboBld (leboM tin n^d, and, bylcetphig nsincob* 
■tut tiHr% I'etidcr a chimerical dui j;«r a real one. Do not 
yoa perc^irej that after ire faiTa had a fall, we shonld hol^ 
mumItm vprii^t, and that by leatdng too moch towards the 
tide appovt^ to that oa which we feK, we are hi danger of 
UiHasuguai CouiB, jma i«T«d lik* Eloin. Now, Uk« 
^r^ yoft kre an exttvragant derotee ; I hope yon wilt M 
'Hare Btiooesrfnl in' the latter tbut ftm wei^ in the formei' ! In 
troths if I was less acquainted wilb yonr liatnral thnidity, 
jcoar ^pr^ensions wonld be laScient to terrify Oie in mj 
tnra ; and if I were so tempnlons, I might, from being 
alarmed for yon,- begin t» trenfble for myself. 
. CM>Bid« furtbar, mj dearfrlMd ; you whose system of 
diorality is as easy aBd nUnral as it Is pure oad honest, do not 
mdlce QOBflrvotiDas which are harsh and foreign to yonr cba-' 
ncter, with respect to your muams conoenting tlie gepara. 
tion of the sexes. I o^^ee with yon that they ought not to' 
live togtHmr, nor' after thq same manner; bnt consider 
whether this ioiptn'taBt rnle does not admit of many dijtinc' 
tions in pmAt «f practice ; examme whether it ought to be' 
e^fdied iadiiGridiiiMteiy, and withoat exception, to married 
as well as to fing^e women, to society in general as well as to' 
particBlar connections, to busineis as well as to amusements, 
and whether that honour and decency which inspire these' 
maaims, onght not sometimes to regulate them ? In well, 
governed countries, . whrae the natural relations of (hinge 
ra« alteaded tm in matrimony, yon would admit of assem. 
bKes where yoong. persons of both sexes might see, he ac^ 
qoalated, and associate with each other ; bnt you prohibit 
tbea withgoodreason, from holding any private interAonrse. 
Qat is not the cas« quite dWtrent with regard to marrtecf 
P 5 
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nomen oodtbe mothers of familiei, Tiho can hare so mtwert 
that a juBtifialfle, in exhibiting diemMlVieS 'in pnblic ; who 
^econfiqed within doan by their domestic concerns, and 
who diould not be refused to do any tUng at home Whifli is' 
becoming the mistress of a family i I should not like to see 
you in tlie cellars, presenting tbd vine for the merdiants to 
taste, nor to sf^iyou leave your children, to settie acconnts 
Tith a banker; but if an hoB^atman'Rhanldcame to Tbit 
your buftjnnd, or 6> transact «ome boriaeis with Unr, irill 
you refuse to entertain -Us gnest in hs absence, and to do 
him the honours of the house, for fear of being left alone 
with him i Trace this princiirie to its source, and it will ex-, 
plain all your roaaiDS. Why do we siqipose that womm 
ought to lire retired and apdrt from the mfen? Shall we do 
such injoetice to our sex, as to account for itaponfn^ci- 
plesdrawn from our weakness, and that it is only to avoid' 
the danger of temptations! No, my dear, these nnworth^ 
apprebeosimu do net becmne an honest womaD, and tbo 
mother of a fanily, who is continuaUy snrronttded wift «b- 
ji^cts wUch chef ish in her the sentiments of boBOnr, aad 
who is devoted to the most respectable duties of human na- 
ture, . It is nature helself that divides us from the men, by- 
prt scribing to us different occupations ; it is that amiable and 
timorous modesty, which, without being immediately atteu* 
tive to chastity, :is nevertheless its surest guardian ; it is that 
cautious and affectiQg reserve, which at one and the same 
time-clverishing both desire and respect b the hearts of mea, 
serves as a kind of cuquetry to virt»e. This is the reasoo 
why even husbands themselves are not excepted eot of thn 
ryle, TUs is the reason why ibe most disci^et women gene- 
rally maintain the greatest ascendancy over their husbands ; 
becadM, by the help Af this prudent and discreet reserve, 
wi^ut stowing any caprice or noa.con]ipliance, they kaow, 
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even in tke embraces of the most tender union, how to keep 
them at « distance, and prerent their being cloyed with them. 
You irillagree with me, that your maxims are too general not 
to admit of exception!, and that not being founded on any 
rigorous duty, the same principle of decomm which esta- 
blished them may sometimes justif)r our dispensing witb 
tfcetn. 

• The circumspection which you groaitd on your past fail- 
ings isinjnrioos toyonr present condition; I willnever par- 
don this unnecessary caution which your heart dictates, and 
I can scarce forgire It in yonr reason. How ! was it possible 
that the rampart which protects your person could not se- 
cure you from such ignominious apprehensions? How could 
ny cousin, my sister, my friend, my Eloisa, confound the in. 
discretionsnf a girl of too much sensibility, with the infideli- 
ty of a gnQty wife ? Look around you, you will see nothing 
but what contributes to raise andsupport your mind. Tour 
husband, who has such confidence in you, and whose esteem 
it becomesyou to justify ; your children, whom you would 
train tb Tirtue, and who will one day deem it an honour that 
yoo Was their mother - your renerable father, who is So dear 
to you, who enjoys your felicity, and who derives more lus. 
tr«' from yon Qian from his ancestors; your friend, whose 
fate depends on yoar's, and to whom you must be account- 
able for a reformation to which she has contributed; her 
daughter, to whom yon onght to set an example of those fir- 
tnes wluchyoB would excite in her ; your philosopher, who 
is an hundred times fonder of your Tirtnes than of your 
person, and who respects you still more than yOn apprehend; 
lastly, yourself, who are sellable what painful efforts your 
dt»tretion has cost you, aad who will surely never forfeit the 
fruit of so much trouble' in a single moment ; how many 
K6tireB CBpal>le of inq^ring yon with courage conspire ta 
P8 
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But, in order taftiuwer for ■?£ Eloiw* wh^ofOMoq^JNn 
i tvcoiu;iderTl)4tilie\^l ^t-'M.eno^:Mwl:ik«»9 iid)»^«^e 
vaa^ during thp ipd»ctf!;tM)^ ^^k f^- b«wl*r. Ahl tf 
your heart bad exetl^e^ 4if^tIde,of^ia£d^)'*f). J^^f"^*U** 
jrou to be coaJiDuall/amuebeaufs^ but at t|iATer)i Ham 
vfheB yon imagiaed that yov viewed it at a distance^ yiM 
May goBpeiyg th&.hari:ftr ilg.ycat»^WtP"f'HywiS'^W ava. 
sioo^ }i<m,hjf wliMjAn felttfttJJiAt UiMvwbea. bnttttiBniT 
^Ine itgli^ beeq.toMre piwplft^ttr 
, ■ I feQf>\\ect ^t)t yfaai: asU>Di»bliW9t -we. learnt tfaftt than 
5^ Bitiatiwo wb^Fft tl)e.«ei^(fl^ oi;a/iHifl„iii«jilii^fi*nflU«M* 
as ^ inetpiabie crim,e^tiuiug]i.t^- adultery, of « mi^fied WS 
o^anig tt^re sitftep^tiy lheigp»tle ;tfrqi, ef> y9tla)>|tfy,-}afMt 
wJiere marriediWODl^^ pubiM^ly. p»Vc theiii^ies ftf^fiodn-ta^ 
ii]& s|iflrt-Uv^ cestrainf tb^ fO^dergp^ whaivsifigt*^.. I knpwt 
1^1;^ maxims, in thi&respec(,:prfiTaii in hi^- lif^- wbctr* vi«> 
tue p^ses for fiolhing, whsK^ ^erj ^iog. Mi «Biptjr appe«n< 
ance^wiere crimes .ai^.qf^ced by .t^e di^c^lt; <»£ g»*ip^ 
them, or whej[e the jrr.o^f it^ejf btcomes ridiculoai aga^krt 
cqstom. ^ut yq,Qj EIqiu^ou. i^bo gloiped wi^ha pore vxk 
coD^iBntpassipo^wJiowafi guilty only in t])e£]>e«ofipeDtan4 
between b^av^ and earth was open tP ■*>- repniasM Yq^ 
who nqade y^oiirself respected ju the nidft^of your iiidiKra!>. 
tiom-j you, who bung alia(ido[ied,tp fiuitlasapegrvt, sfelig^ 
u$ey«D to adore those Tirtaes which yqn badfttrCeited; yn»i 
who disdained to endure aelf-coptempt, when «f«ry t)v>St 
seemedto plead in yoar excuse ; c]tDyoabe:appr<4MnfliT« of 
guilt, arter liaving paid so dearly for your weakneu 1 Will 
you dare to be afraid that you have lets power now than yo« 
bad in those days which cost you so many tears i- Ko, my 
dear, so far from heing alarmed at your, foroi^r todiscietiom) 
they ought to inspire you with Gounua-; to teyere » f Oflm , 
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Msec 40«*niMlMd:U-Hi»otM^UM)vhide«ert«i*Btfte«plibl« 
•£ -absows wiH tutw hid defiwce to iv&tagr. 

Ae; itK,jHeli'Uii^<ridx«B> if •Tcv •ti^tMUH Kind wu 
«4paMe! «f .iifi|»(»Tttog itaelf, vrkwt pVop ew toih'b rehire i. 
lot ne^ wlwt r«itMiftbU gMuads tfceeft c4tt> iw fiH- 7 w iv 
pnfaeMlowb! AU jroiiFlibtai>b«an aoonbiauAi.BlMgg^y m, 

4qipaamgA,jM0!«*}*i>C(li«<i>')«4' lietorfoni. Ab!.£lai«»t 
■faaUI Mi*t4tlMt,. afttr so-suicb pun' aod tormmt^- alter 
tRdrc^ fWn-^iMBvd i|v teacp^wid six ipcatglocioiisl;, that 
youatiU dwad fctriidi«f ^M d^S f In fm woada, d«al s^i* 
Derat}D n^ fswnMg i£ tlWMt be rofdly aajr daniev, ia«* 
^uDi^pep^B^ iBMd ttlaibr afctba cDsdttkm of yotwbaant';. if 
thwejbiAaidMiger, ilttfMtvffeiHi* Mydur rcuoayU u-^dia-r 
bonow- t«'}»BB Tirtu« ttybeapprdieMtTrnf pprUv Miflli <>m 
&aT«i;aA'cct it. . Jte yait aoMwow thttt there arowme gc^ii;. 
ilaliniii liiiinilii(i*«« ihliiih awim ap^xWQbnaUaKinds-a.lMt 
itia«TeBAaiiiefnl tihbanadflr •uoflKi^Af •idkduing,ti)tefB>i 
aad tliatto take pMCSalaaufagaiiitt tbem, ii not »o noeb t«t 
himble^ aai tty ^bsae annclf u 1 

>. I.dD^notpmnmetagire'jiauiinjr ar^DWiteas naanawca^ 
^bk, but oalyto caoTiboe you tfiat yoaa'a ma; be jcotftOm 
i(«V(ed^ aoA tlwt IB auffioieat to-KBPiaat, 1117 adriee. Daaot 
dapettdoQ' jonnwlf, for y«a do not knaw bttw itoda yoflrulT. 
JHBtice ; nor on me, who «t«d in your indiscretions' o ever conr 
■idercdia^ Aing but your bettt, and alvajv adored yon ; 
bntrafaoto jonr hnebRnd, wlla«e«s yon aaeh Bb y«a«re ; iind< 
. jlidgos of you. ffitactly aocording^^l* your real- imrtb. B«iDg^ 
like aU people ofi lonaibility, riad^ te jfldge ill ofi tboae wli«i 
appear iuBMuiUiej 1 miBtrusted>bHpaw«r>er penatmtioD'is. 
to tbe leeretB of aiiMMpttblttiitiidB-;. btitiiace tba ariival of 
■iw trkw iler, ifindby .hia letterttiiAt lf« reads.yoWs perfectly 
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welt, and that there b not & aingle nttotton wUeh eicty>ea bif 
obMrration. I find Ml remarlu lojust anduute, tInttlbBTe 
almmt changed my (^n4on to the other extreme; and I sfaRll 
readily beUere that jonr dispauionate peo^, who coiuplt 
their eyeg more than Hiek hearts, judge better irfotber men's 
passioni than yoor impetaou, Ihnely, andTaiDpenaiu like 
myself, who always beghi by rappoeing'theaBeWeB in ano. 
ther'B place, and can never lee any thing bnt what they feel. 
However it be, H. Wcdmarbtboroughlyac^H^tedwithyon, 
heesteeniByou, he loves yon^ and hia destiny is bleoded with 
yonr'i. What does he require, bat that you wonld leare to 
him the satire direction of yonr conduct, with which yon 
are afraid to trust yourself ? Perhaps, fining old age coming 
mi, heisdealrovs, I7 lonte trials on which benaydepMid^to 
prevent those vneasy jealousies, which an oM faasIsaad'geDe- 
rally feels who is married to a yoang wife ; periupt the de> 
s^ he has in flew requires thkt yon should live in a.stat« of 
familiuity with yoar friend, without atarming rather yovr 
ktisband'oryoarself ; perhaps be only means to give yon' a 
testimony of confidence and esteem, worthy of that which, ha 
entertains for you. You should ncTBr oppose each santk 
stents, as if tiie weight of them was too mnch for yon .to 
endare ; and for my part, I think that yon. catinot act. 
more .agceeably to the dictates pf prudence and :modesty,- 
than by relying entirely on his teaderaeas and understand^' 
ing- 

' Conld yoa, without offen^g M; Wolmar, punah yOgr- 
se)f for a rauity you never had, and prevent a danger whid 
DO longer exists ? Remain alone with the philosopher, use all 
the superflnonsprecautiAng against him which would foraserlf. 
. bave:l>een of sn.ch sorice to you ; maintain the some reserve 
osif yanstill mittrustvd^yonr own'heort and his, as wdl'os 
y^nr own virhie.. Avoid all pathetic convflrsat^m, oU t«u» 
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der r«coll«ctioD of times post; bresk off or pre*ent \tMg 
pirate ioterTiews J be canstBotly mrrouad^by yoarcUI- 
dten ; . do not stay long with lum ia a roooi, in Elysium, or 
in tii6 grave, notvithstMidiDg the profanation, AboTs- all 
things, nse these precautions in so natural. a. Bunner, that 
titey may seem to be the effect of chance, and that he may. 
■tever once suspect that you are afraid of him. Yon lore to 
go upon the water, but you depriTe joarself of the plea«uK, 
•q ^ccoiut of your huBband, who is afraid of that element, and 
of your children, whom you do not choose to Taature there.' 
Take the advaDtage , of this absence, to entertain yourself 
with this recreation, and leave your cbildr«n to the care of 
Fannyi Bythismeaasyoomay securely devote yotit^elf (O. 
the swe^ familiarity of friendship, aud qbietly enjoy a long. 
tite-d4ite under the protection of the waterman, who sees 
without nnderstanding, and from whom we. cannot go far- 
without thinking what we are about. 

A thought strikes me, irhich many people wontd lattgh at, 
but which will be agieeaUe to. yon, I am sure ; that is, to 
keep aa eiact journal in your husband'* absence, to shew 
him on his return, and to think on this journal, with regard to 
every circumstance which b to be set down in it. In tmtii, 
. I do not believe that such an expedient would be of service 
to many women ; but a sincere mind, incapable of deceit, 
has many resources against, vice, which others stand ia need 
of. We ought to despise nothing which tends to preserve a 
parity of manners, and it is by means of trifling precautions, 
titat great virtues are. secured. 

Upon the whole, as your husband is to see me in his way, : 
hewlUtellme, I hope, the true reasons of his journey, and 
if I do not find them substtntial, I will persuade him from 
proceeding any further ; or, at aU.erents, I will do what he 
has refused to do : npon this yon may depend. Inthameaa- 
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tiiK, I tiitk I lime oM «WHigh to foTti^r 700 i^iitst a ' 
trial •{ cigbt dajTB. Go, Gloiia^ I know you too w^y pot 
toajufTerfilr^tmwmach, mjt more tlMli i CoAM lar n^- 
teit. Y(m win altrayv b« ■wimt jam Oogbt to ba^ nid ithat 
jMi 4MUt« ta b«. If jowdo but r^ oa the intcgii^ «f . 
yon* own vinil, yau will ran no risk wlMMver; f«y I Dbtct 
-»0 iaith ia thew imfortoMa dcfeol* j; U i> la ^n to ^igt&t^ 
^oianUrj fitUiiigs by ike Me «ppetiat)«n of wetkBecscs ; M 
iroiDBM v(u; erer f «t urefcema wW bad not nv.iacSaBljoif (9 
aqfHoddr } ud if I Iboagfat tb>t .sscb ■ fUe conld a^tteni^ 
^My beliere mr, tfnst to tbe teUdernesB of my tthndftap, 
tiHy, <H» all tbe KfiGDMafs wkich wontd arfee m tlM heart «f 
jfour poor Clua, I shooU be too Ktmibiy interested in 
jmit ^iroteelioa, to aboiKloK y»n «aSniy to yourself. 
'; As to-wbttM. WtdnBrdadared- to yon^ cMceraiBg^ 
ivtetligekcvbereoetTedbefoiiryoiiiiBisr^ge,.! amtioCiMiih 
■urprizedatit; yon knoit I alwa^ssQ^etedit ; >itdfwili 
^lyav) nOMov«h,thabn^saifCirioBs aire- not coAfiaed to 
tbe indiicMttoni of B-< — . I covkt-neMr suppose tbbt 8 
naa of trjt4ji< sad iot^pd^ lifc« ynvr fetber, and wb^o baf 
aeme suspklof^d at least UnseH,, ^ould r^lve t6 intpose 
dpoo-bls Eon^Dbbur aaid his friend, Ef be Engaged yot to 
titicOy to Bectei^, it was. became tbe iMde «^ disdoreff 
WonUvolmefvootbiin ina Tev]rdiSi?rerit(iBa)nter t« wbaC ft 
ihould bane proceeded fvom'j'oo ; and b^catue he Wa^'wHling, 
oo- doitbti, ,to giae it a tarn less lifcety^ fo dirgint Sf; Wolmar, 
t)>BO Uiat wbicb he rety well knew you- Woirid not fail ta gire' 
it yourself, liat I most dismiss yonr metsengerj we will 
cbnt aboitb these nattE/s more at out leiBsre' about a moiAh 
henoe. 
' JB'are»dl, my dearest cousin, I baT«<preacbed long enough 

tO' thep-eMHeir; refnneyonroldocdiltwtieii' 1 find my. 

Htf^iteiHieasytiiat I cuMtbfl witbyou yet, I disot^er 
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Jopw vbt*.to do. Ah, CluwJllot, ^btmot, V ■ . li X «»i 

J«) gHAy . . . kot I ^wajts hi^ that I rWI 1-^" — 

P. j^-r-rApfopoai. I fofs»t to jnalu mj coft^nenti to 
TOurhighiMas. Ti^Ihia,! tK«eacti]t«a,'is AegSDtUmiwyov^ 
kaibaod Attaiua,.Kii«a^ar Bo^Mnd* i O poor chUdi Yooj 
irho b»T«Ro oAui luwnted being bonb a (e^Ueiramaii, ue 
very fortunate to became As wife of • Frioce I Between 
paraelies, nevertbeleM, yarn discoirer ftppreheniioos whicb 
are lonevhat vulgflc for a wmnati of uili high (jnidi^. Do 
not }raukiioWfth^litdesenipIesbfll«iig.t*neaB people; and 
tiiatackildof a.gaod Ikmily^ wha Ehoild pr^tflodto- be Iw 
^tter'ssDo, would be Imighed at ! 



LETTER CXXXIII. 
- M. lyOtMAR TO MBS. OR^E. 

' I AH gnsg tQ> Etangfl, m^ sumt wwrin, sad I propoM^ 
to call upMi. yen in ray ^«>f; but adelsy, 9£triuck}'«a are 
the caiMe, afa)!^ ma to make mare, hut*', <iiiid I lud< rathftr 
UeotldDBiane na I ramabaskythat I B»f pudafewk^nn 
tiie BOH with yon. Beiidesy I:Wait.taHMiiUyPD itith rfr 
'gaxdtn.oiaaj particnlsn, vhicbitiaipTVper to coawKUUB^te 
befoMhaiidy that yon may hare lime to ooniklaEtbffln. before 
pau gire ma jaur opinion. 

I woa}d not explain my scheme to yon in relatian tO>~tke 
younignuHii-tillkii pre*diceliad-caidrm«d tkn j«(id«pI«oii 
1 had'canQcniad «f him. 1 think I may Bmr Repaid upok 
Un Bafldnilly toiacqoaiirt jon, b«tw«en saraalvu, tbgt my 

* Mrs. Orbe was ignomnt, however, that the finit two names 
are tkles of distinction, in Russia : but Boyard is onlythatof a 
private' gentleman. 
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design is to enlratt trim witb the educatioD of nrf cbitdreu, 
I amnot i|^rantt)wtth««eliDportaat concerD§aretiiepria. 
cipal i1d^ of 8 parent ; bnt vIwd it will be time to exert 
them, I Bhall be too old to'disdtarge them, and being oatu. 
rally calm and sppculatire by constitutibn, I should nerer 
have beelt sufficiently active to govern the spirit of yoblfa. 
*Besides, for a reas6n you know", Eloiia wonid be concerned 
to see me assume an office, in which I should never acjnit 
myself to her lilting. I have a thousand reasons besides ; 
your sex is not equal to tliese dudes ; their mother shall con- 
fine Jierself to the education of her Harriet ; to yanr share I 
^ot the management of the household upon the plan already 
established, and of which you approve ; and it shall Tie my 
business to behold three worthy people concurring to promote 
the happinfss of the family, and to enjoy that repose ia my 
old age, for which I shall be indebted to their labours. 

I have always found, that my wife was extremely averse 
from trustiog her children to the care of mercenaries, and I 
could- not discommend her scmples. The respectable ca. 
pacity of a preceptor requires so many talents which are not 
to be paid for, so many virtues which have no price set upon 
them, that it is in vain to think of procurmg one by meaiu of 
■money. ■ It is from a man of g^iiiis only.tiiat we can ^pect 
the talents ot a preceptor ; it is from the heart of an afiec- 
tiooate friend alone that we can hope to meet wVik the z«al 
of a parent ; and genius is not to-be sold any more than at- 
fachmeot. 

All thereqoisite qndities seem to be united in your friend ; 
«nd if I »m well acquainted with his disporatian, I do not 
think he wsntd desire greater happiBeis, than to Bake tkoK 

* "the reader is not yet acquainted with this reason ; but he ia 
desired net to be impatient 
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bebiTed ^Ur«ii coDtritmte to tti«fir mother's tilicitf. The 

only obstacle I cait foresee is his affection to Lonl-B , 

which will not allow him toditenga^ himself from so dear a 
friecd, to whom he has such grettt obtigations, at least if his 
Lordship does not require it himself; We expect to see thia 
eitraordinar; man very soon : and as yon ha^e a greai ascen- 
dancy over him, if be answers the idea you have given me of 
. him, r may commit the business, so far as it relates to him, 
to yournmnagement. 

You have now, my dear cousin y the clue of my whole 
conduct, which, without this explanation, must bHve ap- 
peared very extraordinary, and which, I hope, will here- 
after tneet with Eloisa's approbatioo and your's. The ad- 
vanlflge of faariog sncfa a wife as I have, made me try many 
expedients which would have beemimpractlcable with another. 
Though I leave her, in full confidence, witii her old loTer^ 
iinder naotber goard than her own rirtne, it would be m^- 
neiB to establish that lover in my bidly, before I was certain 
that he ceased to he such; and how conld I be assured of it. 
If 1 had a wjfe on wtiom I had less dependence ? 

I have often observed you smile at my remarks on love ; 
but now I think I can mortify yon. I have made a discovery 
which neither you or any other woman, with all die subtlety: 
they attribute to your sex, would ever have made ; the-proof 
of which you will nevertheless perceire at first sight, and yoQ 
will allow it to be equal to demonstration, when I explain ta 
you^e principles on which 1 ground it. Was I to tell yon 
that ny yonag couple «re more fond than ever, ^ii wk 
dMibtedly would not appear woiiderAiI to you. Was I Id 
nsure you, on the contntiy, tbat they are perfectly cnred ] 
yon know the power of reotfon and virtuej and therefore yon 
wonid not look upon that neither asa great miracle : but if 
I tell you, that both these oppoiites are true at the same time ; 
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Opt tli^ lion evch stkei with nor* ankwr Ontik ««■>, Bi4 
thatnothiag intuiito betwe«atb«K buta-Tirtuons attuhneat } 
4h«t ttey are slir^B loTen, and yet nerer more thw frioi^ > 
Ms, I oaagwe, ii wb4t yMi wonld leait ffTywt, iriiat yOn 
will have mtwe difficaJty to eoac^iTe, and, what netertM^eai 
preducljr cormpoadi with trvtlu , . 

' TUa i) the riddle, which makes, tiwtn fiequentsontra- 
^ictions, which ifOR mast hare obserred in ^nm, both ia their 
conversation aod in their letters. What joa wrote to Eloi» 
ei>ac«riiiag the picture,, bos served more than any thingto. 
aiplaiv the mytlerfy and I &id that they are alwayi sincere, 
erea.ia coatradlclfag devielrea coattmaUy. ^hen I lay 
they, I spealt particalariy of the yaQog tnao ; for as to yent 
friend, tm» can only speah of her by Coajectare^ A veil «f 
Ttsdom and hoBMir make aofliany folds aboqt her heart, that 
It i* Impeoetrabie to human eyes, even to her Own. Xha 
only oircnmitance wUd) leads me to imagine tliat ibe has still 
loBe distrast t» overcoiae, is, that she is jsoMjanally c4m«L. 
^filing with hertelf what »b0 should do if she was perfectlj' 
cored ; and she examines herself with so much ac<»iacy, that 
if tha:wM rtally cared, lite would not do it so well. 
', As to jrovrfrieiKl, who, thoi^ virtnaasty incjiaed, ialeai 
'aftptabeouTie ef Itia pfemeat fediags^ I find thAt he stiH ra. 
•him aU the affedioos «f his youth ; bat I perceive them, 
withdttt having any reason, to be ofieiKM at then. It is not 
EltriM. Wolmar be js fond of,^ but Eloba Etaoge ; he doe* 
aoi hate ne lath* possesaor of the otyect I loVi^ bot.u the 
tMTishar of he> vhinn be doated.oB, . Hie friead'a wife is not 
hJs mistrebs, the mother of two children. Is not her wJm was 
forinerly Us schalar, .It is trne^ she i* very lUie thU penop, 
aad oftea puts htm fn mind erf her,. He loves her in the tiaa^ 
past. This is the trqe exiriaiiatioii .of the riddle. Depriv* 
l^im of his memory^ and yoa destroy his lave. 
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Thn ia Hot u id^ anbtiety, mf ptettj ctrn^ hat m tAid 
sbaemlbni, wkich, if extesded to atber ■ffcctiom, v»y mtt 
■it of a more gaonuL ftppUcation tlMB one would h nagi a e . 
1 aren tUok ^at it wdutdW b« ^fficnlt to explain it Tiy 
jwiw Usn, At the time ]r«n parted tb« .tito l»<r«irs. fteir 
paaoion was. at the Mghttt degree of iro^nautj'. PeiliBpi, 
if thef liad nnlitined mndi kntger together, they wotdrf gra* 
dnaUf lutTe grown coal ; botdieir hna^atian being strongly 
affected, caostanflf preaeated eaeb tQ the otber in tfte ligbt 
in irUch they ^ipeAred st the ^e of tbeir sepaiatiaa. Tb* 
)'Duag man, not perceiving tiboBe alteratinu which the pn. 
gressof fime made in )hs mtttDesa, loved her such as be had 
wem her fonoerljt, aot cdcb u ahe wu then*. To oampleta 
hb' Ihi^illMfl, it would not huie be^n enough to have gircu 
hinr poaaemon' of her, -nnkss^e «ontd bare been ^vea-ta 
him.attlie'Bafae ^«, and vadet tfie same circorastances iba 
wu Ib^ wten their lo^ commenced. The least aUeratioa 
is tksie particnltn wririd hare'^eiacBed to much of tbe feli^ 
oUy be pnqKued tm hiwelf ; A*- is gr&wa hanbomer, bitC 
■he is alteicd ; ber impnoTemBiit, imthat aense, tana t« ber 
|DE}Bdioe'; fbt It isof his fbrnendstreMj not of BBy^^tber^ 
4at he bi enusoitved. 

* You women are very ridi<ciilon> to think of RUdBring such a 
.frivolouBand Quctnstingpaiaion^Hitbaroftove'CDniiBtent. fivery 
thing io nature i* changeable, evety tUng ii continually fluctw- 
atioft and yet you would injure a conUaiit paaeion 1 And what, 
right have you to pretend that we must lOve you for ever, because 
we loved you yestwday f Thenpreaerve the game fece, the game 
age, the aame humour ; be alwaya the aame, and wC will aiwaya 
love you, .if we can. But when you alter contioually, and requJn 
us always to love you, it is, in fact, deairing us ereiy minute not 
to love ymi ; it is not seeking for eonatant minds, but lookiog out 
fbr auchw are aa fickle as ymirown. 



,.ib,C,oo'^lc 



»4 XLoraut. 

Whst dccdres fciin, la, that he cdnfotrads thetinies, tnd 
often reproscies himself on accauat of a passion which he 
thinks present, and which, in fact, ts'irothiagnioretliaii the 
effect of too tender a recollection ; bat I do not know, whe. 
ther it will not be better tp accomplisfa his cure, than to 
undeceire him. Perhaps, in this respect we may reap more 
advantage from his mistake, than Ttobi his better jadgm^nt. 
To discoTer tohim tfie'trDe state of bis affections, would be 
to apprise him of (he death of the object he loved ; this night 
be affliction dangerous to him, inasmuch as a slate of melao- 
' lAoly baiways favourable to loTe. 

Freed from the! scmplea wfiii^ restrain him, he would 
probably be more inclined to indnlge i«collections which he 
ought to stifle ; he wonld converse with less reser^ and the 
traces of Eloisaarenot saefiaced in Mrs.'Wolmar, bnt npon 
examination he might find them again. I have thought, that, 
instead of undeceiving him with respect to.hb opinion of the, 
progress he has made, and which enconragra him to pnnue 
it to the end, we should rather endeavont to banish the re- 
membrance tiftliose times which he angU to 'forget, by-skil- 
fully subsdtuling'other ideas in' the room of those lie is so 
fond of. You, who contribute to give them birth, may' 
contribute more than any one to effiice them. But I shall 
wait till we are all together, that I may tell yoa in yonrear 
what yon should do for this purpose ; a charge, which, if I 
am tiot mistaken, wiU not be vei^ burdensome to me. In 
the mean time, I endeavour to make the objects of his dread - 
familiar to him, by presenting them to him in Snch a manner, 
that he may no longer think them dangerous. He b im.' 
petuous, bat tractablej and easily managed. I avail myself' 
of this advantage to give a turn to his imagination. In the 
room of his mistress, I compel him always to look at the wifa 
of bb fnend, and the mother of m^ children ; I efiace one 
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pictare bf another, and hide the post tritli the present.' We' 
always ride a Btwrtlisti horse up to the obj ert "which f rights' 
bim; that he may not be frightened at. it again. We sbould 
act iu the same mataner ntth those young people, whoie ima.: 
ginations are on lire even after their afTections are grown cirid, ' 
and whose fiincy presents monsters at ■ distance, -wtnch dls- ' 
^q>ear as tbey draw near. 

I think I am well acquainted with the strength of Ixi^, 
and I do not expose tlieni to a trial which^ tbey cannot' 
■npport; for wisdom doel not consist in using all kind of 
preoantittns indiscriminately, but in choosing thoK whichare' 
really useful, and in neglecting such as' are superflnons. ' 
The eight days during which I leave them together will per. 
haps be sufficient for tfaem to discover the true state of (heir 
nunds, and to know in what relation they really stand to 
«u;h other. The oftener they perceive themselres in private 
with each other, the sooner they will find oat their mistake, 
by comparing their present sensations with those they felt 
formerly, when tbey were in the same situation. Besides, It 
is of importance that they should use themselves to endure, 
without danger, that state of familiarity in which they must 
necessarily live iogether, if my scheme takes "place. I find 
by Eloisa'H conduct, that you have given her advice, which 
she could not refuse taking, without wronging herself. What 
pleasure I shall take in giving her this proof that I am sensible 
of her real worth, if she was a woman with whom a husband 
might make a merit of such confidence ! But, if she guns 
nothing over her affections, her virtue will still be the game I 
it will cost her dearer, and she will not triomph the less. 
Whereas, if she is still in danger of feeling any inward un- 
easiness, it can arise only from some moving conversation, 
which she mnit be too sensible before-hand will awaken re- 
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odlecthm, and iflfiA ibe wiU'thsMifoM almyt »cnd. ' Tlma^ 
yon Bee, yon must not ia .tliia laBtkBjDe indge of my coednct 
b^ cammtm maxim, but from if he inaliTei whioh actuate ne, 
Bml from the BtBgular dispMttisD of ber towuda wbom I ebM 
r^Hlate my behanonr. 

. Farewell, my dear couiiB, till my return. Thmigli I have 
not entered Into these explanations wkh ^oitt, X do net de> 
sire yon to keep themSecret from her, It i« a maxim nrith 
me, nerer to make sebrets among my friends ; therefove, I 
' comnut these to yonr (UscretloB ; make snch um 9f tiKrais 
your pmdesoe and Aiendslilp will direct. I luov you will 
donothing bat wiat is best wad most proper. 



END or THZ tECOtfS TOLDME. 
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